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Ti  PREFACE. 

and  women  were  made.  The  chnrdi  fought  valiantly 
against  the  evils  of  the  encomienda  system,  and 
against  the  cruelty  and  injustice  imposed  by  the  colo- 
nists upon  the  natives.  There  was  here  little  of  that 
wholesome  indifference  to  the  welfare  of  her  colonies 
later  manifested  by  England  with  regard  to  her  settle- 
ments in  America.  Spain's  American  possessions  be- 
longed not  to  the  Spanish  people  but  to  the  Spanish 
sovereign;  the  lands  and  the  people  were  the  king's, 
to  be  held  or  disposed  of  as  he  should  direct.  Hence 
among  the  people  were  encouraged  dividing  castes; 
commerce  was  placed  under  the  severest  restrictions, 
and  in  many  ways  it  became  clear  that  provinces  were 
held  and  governed  almost  exclusively  for  the  benefit 
of  the  crown.  And  so  they  remained,  Europeans  and 
Americans  intermingling  their  loves  and  hates  for 
three  hundred  years,  which  was  indeed  Mexico's  dark 
age,  two  civilizations  being  well  nigh  crushed  therein. 
Light  at  last  breaking  in  upon  the  people,  the  three 
centuries  of  viceregal  rule  were  brought  to  a  close  by 
their  taking  a  stand  for  independence,  such  as  their 
Anglo-American  neighbor  had  so  recently  achieved. 
And  now  during  these  latter  days  of  swift  progression 
Mexico  is  happily  aroused  from  her  lethargy,  and  is 
taking  her  proper  place  among  the  enlightened  nations 
of  the  earth,  to  the  heart-felt  joy  of  all. 

The  first  of  the  five  great  periods  of  Mexican  his- 
tory, embracing  the  aboriginal  annals  of  Andhuac,  has 
been  exhaustively  treated  in  the  fifth  volume  of  my 
Native  Races.  The  second  is  that  of  the  conqu^t  by 
Cortes;  the  third  covers  nearly  three  centuries  of  vice- 
regal rule  in  New  Spain ;  the  fourth  comprises  the  strug- 
gle for  independence  and  the  founding  of  the  republic; 
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viii  PREFACE. 

collection  is  more  satisfactorily  complete  than  that 
pertaining  to  Mexico.     I  have  all  the  standard  his- 
tories and  printed  chronicles  of  the  earliest  times, 
together  with  all  the  works  of  writers  who  have  ex- 
tended their  investigations  to  the  events  and  develop- 
ments of  later  years.     On  the  shelves  of  my  Library 
are  found  the  various  Colecciones  de  DocumentoSj  filled 
with  precious  historical  papers  from  the  Spanish  and 
Mexican  archives,  all  that  were  consulted  in  manu- 
script by  Robertson,  Prescott,  and  other  able  writers, 
with  thousands  equally  important  that  were  unknown 
to  them.     My  store  of  manuscript  material  is  rich 
both  in  originals  and  copies,  including  the  treasures 
secured  during  a  long  experience  by  such  collectors 
as  Jos^  Maria  Andrade  and  Jos^  Fernando  Eamirez; 
^  copy  of  the  famous  Archive  General  de  Mexico^  in 
thirty-two  volumes;  the  autograph  originals  of  Cdrlos 
Maria  Bustamante's  historical  writings,  in  about  fifty 
volumes,  containing  much  not  found  in  his  printed 
works;  the  original  records  of  the  earliest  Mexican 
councils  of  the  church,  with  many  ecclesiastical  and 
missionary  chronicles  not  extant  in  print;  and  finally 
a  large  amount  of  copied  material  on  special  topics 
drawn  fipom  different  archives  expressly  for  my  work. 
Documents  printed  by  the  Mexican  government, 
including  the  regular  memorias  and  other  reports  of 
different  departments  and  officials,  constitute  a  most 
valuable  source   of  information.     Partisan  writings 
and  political  pamphlets  are  a  noticeable  feature  of 
Mexican  historical  literature,  indispensable  to  the  his- 
torian who  would  study  both  sides  of  every  question. 
Prominent  Mexicans  have  formed  collections  of  such 
works,  a  dozen  of  which  I  have  united  in  one,  making 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  volumes  of  Papeles  Varios, 


PEEFACE.  ix 

some  five  thousand  pamphlets,  besides  nearly  as  many 
more  collected  by  my  own  efforts.  The  newspapers 
of  a  country  cannot  be  disregarded,  and  my  collection 
is  not  deficient  in  this  class  of  data,  being  particularly 
rich  in  official  periodicals. 

The  conquest  of  Mexico,  which  begins  this  history, 
has  the  peculiar  attractions  of  forming  the  grandest 
episode  in  early  American  annals  from  a  military 
point  of  view,  and  in  opening  to  the  world  the 
richest,  most  populous,  and  most  civihzed  country 
on  the  northern  continent,  and  of  gradually  in- 
corporating it  in  the  sisterhood  of  nations  as  the 
foremost  representative  of  Latin -American  states. 
On  the  other  hand,  an  episode  which  presents  but  a 
continuation  of  the  bloody  path  which  marked  the 
advance  of  the  conquerors  in  America,  and  which 
involved  the  destruction  not  only  of  thousands  of 
unoffending  peoples  but  of  a  most  fair  and  hopeful 
culture,  is  not  in  its  results  the  most  pleasing  of  pic- 
tures. But  neither  in  this  pit  of  Acheron  nor  in  that 
garden  of  Hesperides  may  we  expect  to  discover  the 
fall  significance  of  omnipotent  intention.  From  the 
perpetual  snow- cap  springs  the  imperceptibly  moving 
glacier.  A  grain  of  sand  gives  no  conception  of  the 
earth,  nor  a  drop  of  water  of  the  sea,  nor  the  soft 
breathing  of  an  infant  of  a  hurricane;  yet  worlds  are 
made  of  atoms,  and  seas  of  drops  of  water,  and  storms 
of  angry  air-breaths.  Though  modem  Mexico  can 
boast  a  century  more  of  history  than  the  northern 
nations  of  America,  as  compared  with  the  illimitable 
future  her  past  is  but  a  point  of  time. 
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Alcocer  (P.  Joseph  de),  Excelencias  de  la  archicofradia  de  la  Santissima  Trini- 
dad.   Mexico,  1738. 
Aldaiturreaga  (Juan),  Gabinete  de  lectara.     Morelia,  1860. 
Aldama  (B^.  Francisco  Antonio),  Solicitud  de  una  canongia.    MS. ,  1 786,  folio. 
Aldazoro  (Santiago),  Espoeicion  presentada  a  la  Cdmara  de  Diputados.  Megico, 

1841. 
Al^acion  de  los  Derechos  que  por  parte  del  fiscal  del  Obispado  de  la  Paebla. 

Puebla,  1771.  4to. 
AWre  (FraJicisco  Javier),  Historia  de  la  Gompafiia  de  Jesus  en  Nneva  FiSpafta. 

Mexico,  1841.  3  vols. 
Alejandro  VI.,  Bula  del  Sto.  Padre  contra  la  Independenda  de  la  America. 

Mejico,  1823. 
Alerta  4  los  Mejicanos.     [Mexico],  1820. 
Alesna  (CIT^dido),  Cuatro  cartas  que  en  desahpgo  de  su  amor  a  la  constitacion 

y  a  los  Americanos.    Mexico,  1820. 
Alfaro  y  Ochoa  (Jos^  Antonio),  Los  Tristes.    MS.  folio. 
Alfonso  el  Sabio,  Las  Siete  Partidas  del  Key.     Paris,  1847.  4  vols. 
Algo  de  Mazones  6  sea  diAlogo  entre  xm.  fii68of o  y  una  maestra  de  amiga.   Mo- 
relia, 1850. 
Algodon,  Breve  memoria  del  Estado.    Puebla,  1837;  Esposicion  reepetuosa. 

Pueblo,  1835;  Reflecsiones  sobre  la  prohibicion.     Mexico,  1835. 
AlgnTiAM  CTonsideraciones  econdmicas  (dirigidas  al  E.  S.  P.  Y.  D.  L  L  Corro.) 

n.pL  n.d. 
Algnnas  Observaciones  Acerca  de  la  0)nveniencia  de  Terminar  la  Presente 

Crisis.    Mexico,  1845. 
Algnnas  Obeervaciones  sobre  la  Circular  del  Sefior  Itoea.    [Mexioo,  1847.] 
Algnnas  Obeervaciones  sobre  el  Opiisculo  Intitulado  el  Lnperio  y  el  Clero 

Mexicano,  etc.    Mexico,  1865. 
Alison  (R.  £.),  To  the  Shareholders  of  the  Mexican  and  South  American  Com- 
pany.    London,  1856. 
Allen  (A.  C),  Al^unas  reflexiones  sobre  el  privilegio  para  el  corte  de  maderaa 

concedido.     Merida,  1861. 
Allen (Charies), SpeechinU.S. Houseof Bep.,  Jan. 23,1852.   Washington,  1852. 
Allen  (Fred  H.),  Uort^ :  or  the  Discovery,  Conquest,  and  more  B.eoent  History 

of  Mexico.     Boston,  1882. 
AUeye  de  Cyprey,  Documentos  relatives  &  lo  occurrido.    [Mexico],  1845. 
Allsopp  (J.  F.  C),  Leaves  from  my  Log-book.    MS. 
Almaraz  (Ramon),  Memoria  de  los  trabajoe  ejecuUidoe  por  la  comiaioii  dentifica 

de  Pachuca,  1864.    Mexico,  1865. 
Almodoar  (Marcos  G.  de),  6  se  reforman  los  frailes,  6  es  uigente  sa  Extincion* 

Mexico,  18^. 
Almonte  (Juan  N.),  Provectoe  de  Leyes  sobre  Colonizacion.    Mexico,  1852. 
Al  Pueblo  Mexicano,  Relacion  de  las  causae  que  influyeron  en  los  desgraciadoa 

lucesoa  del  dia  20  de  Aeoeto  de  1847.     Mexico,  1847. 
Altamera  (M.  de),  Puntos  del  parecer  que  el  Senor  Auditor  de  Guerra  espuso  al 

▼irey  conde  de  Fonclara,  1774.    MS. 
AUsminno  (Ignado  Manuel),  Algunas  Palabras  acerca  de  Mr  Wagner.  Mex- 
ico. 1862. 
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Altamirano  (Ignaoio  Manuel),  Bevistafl  Literarias  de  Mexico.    Mexico,  1868. 
Alvarado  (Francisco),  Cartas  de  Fildsofo  Eancio.    Mexico,  1851-2.   2  Tola. 

folio. 
Alvarado  (Francisco),  Cartas  filosiSficas.     Mexico,  1853. 
Alvarado  (Ignacio),  Satisfaccion  que  da  al  pdblico.    Mexico,  1826. 
Alvarado  (Pedro  de).  Cartas  Varias  desde  1534  hasta  1541.    MS.  folio. 
Alvarez  (Antonio),  Manifestacion  que  hace  al  ptiblico  el  ex-generaL    Saltillo, 

1864. 
Alvarez  (Diego),  El  ciudadano  Oeneral  &  bus  conciudadanos.    Acapulco,  1868. 
Alvarez  (Francisco  de  Paula),  Santa- Anna  hasta  1822.    Guadalajara,  1844. 
Alvarez  (Januario),  Vindicacion  de.     Matamoros,  1844. 
Alvarez  (Juan),  Documentos  relatives  d  la  sublevacion  del  GeneraL    Mexico, 

1835. 
Alvarez  (Juan),  Manifiesto  A  los  pueblos  cultos  de  Europa  y  Arnica.    Mex- 
ico, 1857. 
Alvarez  (Juan),  Manifiesto  con  motive  de  la  Eepresentacion  calumniosa  que 

unos  emigrados  de  la  villa  de  Chilapa.     Mexico,  1845. 
Alvarez  (J.  J.)  and  B.  Duran,  Itinerarios  y  Derroteros  de  la  Eepi^blica  Mex- 

icana.    Mexico,  1856. 
Alvensleben  (Max.,  Baron  von).  With  Maximilian  in  Mexica     London,  1867. 
Alvires  ( Josd  Manuel  T. ),  Eefiexiones  sobre  los  Decretos  Episcopales  que  prohi- 

ben  el  Juramento  Constitucional,  1*  2a  y  3*  partes.     Mexico,  etc,  1857. 

3  vols. 
Alzate  (J.  A.),  Memoria  en  que  se  trata  del  insecto  grana  6  cochinilla.     Mex- 
ico, 1831. 
Alzate  y  Ramirez  (Josd  Antonio),  Diario  litorario  de  Mexico.     Mexico,  1768. 
Alzate  y  Ramirez  (Josd  Antouio),  Gacetas  de  Literatura  de  Mexico.    Mexico, 

1790-4.  3  vols.;  and  Puebla,  1831.  4  vols. 
Alzate  y  Ramirez  {Joa6  Antonio),  Memoria  sobre  la  naturaleza  cultivo  y  ben- 

eficio  de  la  Grana.     Mexico,  1777.     MS.  folio. 
Amadei  (Beat.),  Apocalypsis  nova  Sensvm.     MS.  [1650.]  folio. 
Amado  (F.  M.),  Compendio  de  la  historia  general  de  la  Iglesia.   Mexico,  1850. 
Amador  (Juan),  El  Despertador  de  los  Fandticos.     Agu^acalicntes,  1867. 
Amante  al  cumplimiento  do  nuestra  sabia  constitucion.     Mexico,  1820. 
Amarillas,  Diario  notable  de  la  marquesa  de  las  Amarillas.     Mexico,  1757. 
America,  Pictorial  History  of  Remarkable  Events.     New  York,  1849. 
American  Confederation  and  Alliance.     Sketch  of  Politics,  etc.,  of  Western 

World.     Philadelphia,  1827. 
American  Inquiry  into  the  Plans,  Progress,  and  Policy  of  Mining  Companies. 

London,  1825. 
American  and  Mexican  Joint  Commission.     Alfred  A.  Green  vs  Mexico. 

n.pl.,n.d. 
Americano  (El. )    Mdjico,  1820  et  seq. 

Americano  (El),  Sincero  en  defensa  del  Seflor  Yirey.     Mexico,  1820. 
Americanos,  Manifesto  de  los  que  residen  en  Madrid  d  las  naciones  de  U 

Europa.     Mexico,  1820. 
Americanos  de  Buenos- Aires,  Contestacion  de  los  con  el  ministerio  Francea. 

Mexico,  1820. 
Americas  Vindicadas.     M^jico,  1820. 
Amigo  del  Pueblo.    Mexico,  1827  et  seq. 
Amigo  de  la  Religion,  2  de  Enero.     Mexico,  1840. 
Ammstia,  Dictdmen  de  la  mayoria  de  laa  comisiones  sobre  la  inidativa  de. 

Mexico,  1845. 
Amortizacion  de  la  moneda  de  cobre,  Comunicaciones  sobre.    Mex.,  1841; 

Proyecto  de  Ley  para  la.    Mex.,  1841. 
Amp6re  (J.  J. ),  Promenade  en  Am^rique.  Paris,  1855.  2  vols. ;  Paris,  1860.  2  vola. 
Ampudia  (Pedro  de).  El  Ciudadano-General  ante  el  Tribunal  Raspetable  de 

la  Opinion  Pdblica.     San  Luis  Potosi,  1846. 
Ampudia  (Pedro  de),  Manifiesto  fechado  10  de  Julio  de  1846.     San  Laig 

Potosi,  1846. 
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Ampadia  (Pedro  de),  Manifiesto  del  General  Ampudia.    Mexico,  1847. 
Ana  de  San  Frandsco,  Revelacion  que  tuvo  sobre  el  tmnolto  de  15  de 

Elnero  de  1624.     In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.  torn,  iii 
An^uac,  Contrato  de  Asociacion  para  la  Repiiblica  de  Jos  Estados  Unidos 

del.     Gnadalaxara,  1823. 
Analea  Mexicanos  de  Ciencias  y  literatnra.    Mexico,  1860. 
An&liBifl  Critico  de  la  Constitucion  de  1836.     [Mexico,  1842.] 
AnAWmn  del  Papel  Titulado  aviso  &  los  Seiiores  Electores.    Mexico,  1821. 
Ana^a  (Joan  Pablo),  Alocucion  d  sus  Conciudadanos.    Tabasco,  1840. 
Ancillon  (Fr^eric),  Melanges  de  Politique.     Paris,  1801. 
Anderson  (Adam),  Historical  and  Chronological  Deduction  of  the  Origin  of 

Oommerce.    Ix>ndon,  1801.  folio.  4  vols. 
Anderson  (Alex.  D.),  The  Tehnantepec  Inter-Ocean  Railroad.    New  York, 

etc.,  1881. 
Andrade,  Docnmentos  sobre  la  evacoacion  de  San  Antonio  de  Bejar.    Mon- 
terey, 1836. 
Andrade  (Jose),  Memoria  sobre  el  coltivo  del  Algodon.    Mexico,  1865. 
Andrade  (Juan  J.  de),  Odificacion  le«d  de  la  conducta.     Mexico,  1838. 
Andrade  (Juan  J.  de),  Revolucion  en  B.  Luis  Potosi  el  dia  14  de  Abril  de  1837. 

Docnmentos.     Mexico,  1837. 
Andrade  (Manuel),  Manifiesto  de  nombramiento  de  Oomandante  general  de 

Chihuahua.     Mexico,  1840. 
Andrade  (Manuel),  Manifiesto  que  el  ciudadano.    Mexico,  1840. 
Andr^   y  Alcalde   (Joaquin),   Manual    estadistico   Hist6rico-Politico,  etc 

Madrid,  1831. 
An^lo-Saxon  (The).     (Chihuahua,  1847  et  seq. 
Anibal  Cartaginense  (£1).  n.pl.,  n.d. 
Aflo  Nuevo  de  1837-40.  4to. 

Ansorena  (Jos^  Ignacio  de),  Defensa.     Mexico,  1850. 
Antepara  (Luis),  Defensa  legal  que  hace  por  Don   Jos^  Gregorio  Arana. 

Mexico,  1827;  Mexico,  1829. 
Anteojo  del  Desengafio  (El).     Mexico,  1812. 
Antoneli  (Antonio  de),  Descripcion  de  Santiago  Papasquiaro,  1793.    MS. 

folio. 
Antonelll  (Bautista),  Memoriales  del  ingeniero  al  C!onsejo  de  Indias  1509. 

In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn,  xiii 
Antorcha.     Mexico,  1833  et  seq. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Docnmentos  para  la  Historia  de  la  Industria  en  Mexico. 

Mexico,  1845. 
Antuiiano  (£.  de),  Economia  poUtica  en  Mexico.    Puebla,  1839-44.    [A  series 

of  essays.] 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Insnrrecdon  IndustriaL    Economia  PoUtica  en  Mexico. 

Puebla,  1846. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Manifiesto  sobre  el  Algodon.    Puebla,  1833. 
Antufiano  (£.  de),  Memoria  breve  de  la  Lidustria  Manufacturera  de  Mexico. 

[Puebla,  1835.] 
Antufiano  (£.  de),  Mexicanos ! !     El  primer  asunto  de  la  Patria.     20  de  No- 

yiembre,  1845.     [Puebla,  1845.] 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Pensamientos  para  la  regeneracion  industrial  de  Mexico. 

Puebla,  1837. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Raciocinios  para  un  plan.     [Puebla,  1840.] 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Reimpresion  anotadacon  relacion  dla  industria  de  Mexico. 

Puebla,  1835. 
Antufiano  (El  de),  Teoria  fundamental  de  la  industria  de  algodones  en  Mexico. 

Puebla.  1840. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Ventajas  politicas  civiles  fabriles.     Puebla,  1837. 
Anzorena  ( Josd  Mariano  de),  Kespuesta  de,  a  la  contestacion  que  di6.   Mexico, 

1850. 
Aoust  (V.  d*),  Coup  d'ceil  sur  la  topographic,  etc.,  du  Mexico.    Paris,  [1865.] 
Aooflt  (V.  d*),  Sur  les  salures,  etc.,  des  lacs  du  Mexico.    Paris,  [1865.] 
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Aparicio  (Manuel  Ramirez),  Los  Conventos  suprimidosen  M6jico.  Mejico,  1 80L 
Apologia,  Carta  que  en  dcfensa  de  la  Pastoral  del  Illmo  Sr  Dn  Francisco 

Xavier  Lizana.     MS.  1803. 
Appello  Corbulacho  y  Guevara  (J.  Cdrlos),  Accentos  Morales.    Mexico,  1710. 
Apuntamientos  para  la  historia  de  lo  occurrido  en  el  ei6rcito.     Mexico,  1841. 
Apuntamientos  sobre  derecho  publico  eclesidstico.     Mexico,  1857. 
Apuntamientos  sobre  la  necesidad  de  promover  el  cultivo  del  azi&car.  Mexico, 

1822. 
Apimtes  para  U  Historia  de  la  Guerra  Europea  con  Mexico.    Mexico,  1862. 
Aquino  (Nicolao  de),  Proceso  contra.     MS.     1575. 
Aran^o  y  Escandon  (Alejandro),  Acusacion  hecha  ante  la  c^mara  de  Diputados. 

Mexico,  1850. 
Arango  y  Escandon  (Alejandro),  Frai  Luis  de  Leon.    Mexico,  1866. 
Aranzel  de  los  derochos,  que  deben  percibir  los  Escribanos  Mayores.     [Mex- 

ico,  1746.] 
Araujo  y  San  Ramon  (Pedro  Gonzales),  Impugnacion  de  algonoa,  etc,  ar- 

ticulos  del  c6di^o  de  Anarquia.     Megico,  1815. 
Arce  (Jo66  Mariano  de).  Instruction  sobre  alcavalas.  Mexico,  1848.  MS.  folio. 
Arce  (Manuel  Jos6),  Memoria  de  la  conducta  piiblica,  etc.     Mexico,  1830. 
Archicofradia  de  la  purisima  concepcion.     Mexico,  1819. 
Arcbicofradia  del  Arc^Uigel  San  Miguel,  Constituclones.    Mexico,  17d4;  4to. 

Mexico,  1838. 
Arco  Iris.     Vera  Cruz,  1847  et  seq.  folio. 
Arellano  (Emmanuele  de),  Elogia  selecta.    Mexico,  1755. 
Arellano  (Lorenzo),  Actos  Administrativos  del  Gobemador  de  Guanajuato. 

Mexico,  1848. 
Arellano  (Manuel  Ramirez  de),  Oradon  cfvica.     Mexico,  1859. 
Arellano  (Manuel  Ramirez  de),  Apontes  de  la  Compafiia  de  OrientOy  1859. 

Mexico,  1859. 
Arellano  ( Manuel  Ramirez  de).  La  Ley  de  12  de  Octubre  tUtimo.    Mexico,  1865. 
Arellano  (Manuel  Ramirez  de),  Ultimas  boras  del  Imperio.     Mexico,  1869. 
Arenas  (Padre),  Causas  que  ee  ban  seguido  y  terminaao  contra  los  oomprendi- 

dos.     Mexico,  1828. 
Argaiz  (Gregorio  de),  Vida  y  Escritos.    Madrid,  1678. 
Argos  (El).    Mejico,  1820  et  se^. 

Argiielles  (Diego),  Anuncio  &  mis  amigos.     Mexico,  1857. 
Arguixo  (Presb.  Alonso),  Cuestion  de  pesaadumbre.    MS.  1652.  folio. 
Anas  (J.  de  Dies),  Reseila  HistiSrica  de  la  formadon  operadones  del  Ej^roito 

del  Norte.    Mexico,  1867. 
Arispe  (Pedro  Josepb  Rodriguez  de),  Colosso  Eloquente  que  en  la  8oL  aola- 

madon  del  D.  Fernando  VI.  erigid  Mexico.     Mexico,  1748. 
Arispe  (Pedro  Joseph  Rodrigvez  de),  Reladon  de  lo  acaecido  en  la  oelebridad 

de  el  jubilee.     Mexico,  1753. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Ecs^lmen  de  la  Esposicion.     M^xioo,  1841. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Manifiesto  que  bace  &  sus  concludadknos.     Megico,  1839. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Observacioues  sobre  la  cuestion  suadtada  con  motivo  de  la 

autorizacion  concedida.     Mexico,  1841. 
Arista  (Mariano),   Ofido  y  documentos  que  dirige  al  €k>b.   de  Coahaila» 

Mexico,  1841. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Proclama.    Mexico,  1833. 

Arista  (Mariano),  Al  Proyecto  para  el  arrc^lo  del  ejdrdto.     Mexico,  1848. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Resefia  Hist6rica  de  La  Revoludon.    Mejico,  1835. 
Aristides,  La  Deuda  Estranjera.     Mexico,  1869. 
Anzaga  (Ignacio  Ramon  de),  Advertenciaa  Utiles.     Merico,  1764. 
Arizcorreta  (Mariano),  Informe  que  di6  d  la  comision.     Mexico,  1850. 
Arizcorreta  (Mariano),  Manifestacion  que  bace  al  publico.     [Mexico],  1849. 
Arizcorreta  (Mariano),  Respuesta  de  algimos.     Mexico,  1849. 
Arizpe  (Imacio  de),  Contestacion  del  Gobemador  de  Coahuila.    Saltillo,  1841. 
Arizpe  (Miguel  Ramos  de).  Idea  general  sobre  la  conducta  politica  de  D. 

[Mexico,  1822.] 
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Arizpe  (Migpel  Ramos  dc).  Memorial  on  the  natural,  political,  and  civil  state 

of  the  Province  of  Coahuila.     Philadelphia,  1814. 
Arlegui  (Joseph),  Chr6nica  de  la  Provincia  de  S.  Francisco  de  Zacatecas. 

Mexico,  1737. 
Armin  (Th.),  Das  Alto  Mexiko.     Leipzig,  1865. 
Annin  (Th.),  Das  heutige  Mexiko.     Leipzig,  1865. 
Arpide  (Fr.  Antonio),  Perdicion  de  los  Indios  de  Kueva  Espafla  y  sus  causas. 

MS.    1753. 
AiT&ngoiz  (Francisco  de  Paula  de),  Apuntes  para  la  Historia  del  Segundo 

Imperio  Mejicano.     Madrid,  1869.  4to. 
Arrangoiz  (Francisco  de  Paula  de),  Mejico  desde  1808,  hasta  1867.    Madrid, 

1871-2.  4  vols. 
Arreglo  de  Las  Universidades  Y  CJolegios.     Mexico,  1855. 
Arricivita  (J.  D.),  Cr6nica  Serdfica  y  Apost61ica.     IVIadrid,  1792.  folio. 
Anillaga  (Basilio),  Terceras  observaciones  sobre  el  Opiisculo.     Mexico,  1865. 
Arrillai^a  (Basilio),  Breve  Resiimcn  de  los  M6ritos  y  Servicios.    Mexico,  1837. 
ArriUaga  (Basilio),  Cartas  al  Dr  Mora.     Mexico,  1839. 
Arrillaga  (Basilio),  Defensa  de  la  Mystica  Ciudad  de  Dios.     MS.  folio. 
Anillaga  (Basilio),  Exdmen  critico  de  la  Memoria.     Mdjico,  1835. 
'  Anillaga  (Basilio),  Recopilacion  de  Leyes,  etc.     Mexico,  183S-50.  16  vols. 
Arriola  (Juan  de),  Vida  Y  Virtudes.     [Mexico],  1763.     MS.  3  vols. 
Arr6niz  (Marcos),  Manual  de  Biografia  Mcjicana.     Paris,  1857. 
AmSniz  (Marcos),  Manual  de  Historia  Y  (>onologia  de  M6jico.     Paris,  1859. 
Arr6niz  (Marcos),  Manual  Del  Viajero  en  Mdjico.     Paris,  1858. 
Arze  y  Miranda  (Andres  de),  El  cielo  venido  d  nuestras  manos  por  las  de  Ig- 

nacio,  y  su  (jompafiia.     Mexico,  1751.  4to. 
Arae  y  Porteria  (TomAs  de),  Informe  dado  al  P.  Guardian  del  Colegio  de 

Pachuca,  19  de  Octubre  de  1787.     MS. 
Aizobispo  de  Mejico,  Representacion  del  Ilmo  S*  Arzobispo  de  Mejico  con- 

cemiente  d  algunos  sucesos  anteriores  d  la  independencia.    Habana,  1822. 

4to. 
Aizobispo  de  Mexico,  Relacion  sobre  tributos  y  las  6rdenes  religiosas,  15 

Mayo,  1556.    In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  CoL  Doc.,  torn.  iy. 
Atento  Mexicano,  Reglamento.     Mexico,  1843. 
Atentadoe  Escandalosos  Cometidos  Por  El  Juez  De  Minas.   Rincon  de  Romos, 

1850. 
Atleta  (El),  Mexico,  1829  et  seq. 
Atocha  (Alexander  J. ),  Memorial  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

n.pl.,  n.d. 
Atocha  (Alexander  J.),  Statement  of  case  and  claim  of  against  Mexico. 

n.pl.,  n.d. 
Aold  (Robert  O. ),  and  John  H.  Buchan,  Silver  Mines  of  Fresnillo  in  Zacate- 
cas.   London,  1834. 
Aomada  (Juan  Antonio),  Representacion  Politico-legal  que  hace.    MS. 
Auto  General  De  La  Fee,  19  de  Noviembre  de  1659.     Mexico,  n.d. 
Autto8Secrettos,Catthedralmettropolitanade  Mexico.   MS.  1735-6.  folio. 
Anxiliar  Do  La  Oanoa.     Mexico,  1820  et  seq. 

Avendafio  (Pedro  de).  Fee  de  Erratas  respuesta  Ax>olog6tica.    MS.  1703.  4to. 
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Concesion  del  Ferrocarril  entre  Mexico  y  Vera  Cruz  ante  el  Congreso.     Mex- 
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Consideraciones  sobre  la  Situacion  PoUtica  y  social  de  la  Republica  Mexicanai 

Mexico,  1848. 
Constitucion  polftica  de  la  Monarqufa  Espaflola.     Cddiz,  1812. 
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Contestacion  &  la  exposicion  que  ban  presentado  al  Rey  algunos  ex-diputadoa 
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Payno.     Valencia,  1858. 
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Corona  Clvica  d  los  Hdroes  del  2  de  Abril  de  1867>  Division  de  Operaoiones 
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Cort^(Heman), FemandiO)rtesiivondem Newen  Hispanien.  Augspurg,  1550. 
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Cortte  (Heman),  Von  dem  Newen  Hispanien.    Au^pnrg,  1550. 
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Cortina  (J.  Gomez  de  la),  Carta  diriglda  &,  todos  los  Seflores  editores.  Mex., 
1845;  CartillaHlfltorial.  Mex.,  1840;  Cartilla  moral militar.  Mex.,  1839. 
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Valle  de  Mexico.  Habana,  1859;  La  calle  de  D.  Juan  Manuel.  Mex., 
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Cuestiou  del  Dia  6  Nuestros  males  y  bus  Eemedios.    Mexico,  etc.,  1834. 
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Cuevas  (Luis  G.),  Exposicion  del  ex  ministro  que  la  suscribe  sobre  las  diferen- 
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Duer,  Speech  in  U.  S.  House  of  Rep.,  Feb.  14,  1848.     Washington,  1848. 
Dunbar  (Edward  E.),  The  Mexican  Papers.     New  York,  1800. 
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Mexicanische  Zustiinde  aus  den  Yahre  1630  bis  1832.     Stuttgai-t,  etc.,  1837. 

2  vols. 
Mexicanos  (Los),  Descripcion  de  la  Repiiblica  de  Mexico.    n.pL,  n.d. 
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1540  hasta  1589.     MS. 
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fensa  de  Industria  Agrlcola.  Mexico,  1841;  Representacion  sobre 
Distrito  Federal.     Mexico,  18*25. 

Mexico,  Balanza  general  del  Comercio  Maritimo.     Mexico,  1829. 
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1837. 

Mexico,  Bases  OrgAnicas  de  la  Repiiblica  Mexicana.     Mexico,  1843. 
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Mexico,  Carta  del  cabildo  sobre  el  tumulto  de  15  de  Enero  de  1624.  In  Doc. 
EUst.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  iii. 
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Mexico,  Exposicion  (Several  hundred  by  various  commissions  and  individuals 

on  ditrerent  topics). 
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Mexico,   Ley  de  Presupuestos  Generales  de  la  Kepublica  Mexicana  1861. 

Mexico,  18C1. 
Mexico,  Ley  orgduica  de  la  guardia  de  seguridad. 
Mexico,  Ley  orgdnica  de  la  Guardia  NacionaL     Mexico,  1857. 
Mexico,  Ley  para  al  arreglo  do  la  Admin,  do  Justicia.     Guadalajara,  1837. 
Mexico,  Ley  penal  para  los  Desertorea  del  Ejt^rcito.     Mexico,  1839. 
Mexico,  Ley  penal  para  los  Enipleados  de  Hacienda.     Mexico,  1853. 
Mexico,  Ley  que  arregla  la  renta  del  papel  sellado  y  los  usos  de  esta  decretada 

en  14  de  Feb.  de  1856.     Mexico,  1856. 
Mexico,  Ley  que  arregla  las  procedimientos  Judiciales.     La  Paz,  1867. 
Mexico,  Ley  sobre  derechos  y  observaciones  parroquiales.     Mexico,  1857. 
Mexico,  Ley  sobre  Libertad  do  Cultos.     Mexico,  1801. 
Mexico,  Leyes  d  las  que  ha  debido  arreglarse  la  eleccion  de  los  Supremos 

Poderes.     Mexico,  1848. 
Mexico,  Leyes,  Decretos  y  Convenios  Relatives  A  la  deada  estrangera.     Mex- 
ico, 1848. 
Mexico,  Lista  pormenorizada  de  los  dafios,  etc.     MS. 
Mexico,  Manifestacion  de  las  actas  de  las  discusiones,  etc.    Tlalpam,  1829. 
Mexico,  Manifestacion  que  hace  al  piiblico  la  comision  nombrada  por  los  acre- 

edores  de  Minerla.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Manifestacion  que  el  Exmo  Ayuntamiento  hace  al  publico,  contratas, 

de  limpia  de  ciudad.     Mexico,  1834. 
Mexico,  Manifestacion  que  la  £xma  Junta  Departmental  de  Mexico.  Mexico, 

1837. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  de  la  Cdmara  de  Diputados  en  la  legislatura  de  1831  y 

1832.     Mejico,  1832. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  del  Congreso  General  en  el  presente  Afio.     Mexico,  1836. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  del  Gobiemo  Constitutional  d  la  Nacion.  Colima,  1859. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  del  Supremo  Tribunal  de  Gucrra.     n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  del  Supremo  Tribunal  de  Guerra  y  Marina.  Mexico,  1848. 
Mexico,  Memoria  de  Plumages.  In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn.  xii. 
Mexico,  Memorias  (Regular  Reports  of  the  different  government  departments ; 

Agricultura,    Fomento,  Guerra,   Hacienda,  Interior,   Justicia,  Marina, 

Relaciones  Exteriores,  etc.,  from  1822  to  latest  date;  a  complete  set 

cited  by  dates). 
Mexico,  Memorandum  de  los  Negocios  Pendientes  entre  Mexico  y  Espaua. 

Poissy,  1857. 
Mexico,  Memorial  de  lo  sucedido  en  la  ciudad  de  Mexico  desde  el  dia  primero 

do  Nouiembro  de  1023,  hasta  quinze  de  Enero  do  1624.     Mexico,  1024. 

folio. 
Mexico,  Mensago  del  Presidente.     [Cited  by  dates.] 
Mexico,  Merced  de  S.  M.  de  las  cosas  arzobispales  al  Obispo  D.  Fr.  Juan  do 

Zumdrraga  y  sus  succesores  para  siempre  jamas.     In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex., 

serie  ii.,  torn.  iii. 
Mexico,  Notes  made  in  1822.  Philadelphia,  1824. 
Mexico,  Noticia  Hist<irica  de  Infantcria.     Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Noticia  Historica  delos  Cuerpos  de  Caballeria.     Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Noticias  de  la  ciudad.     Mexico,  1855. 
Mexico,  Noticias  de  Mexico  y  sus  contomos.     MS.  folio. 
Mexico,  Observaciones  generales  sobre  Camiuos  de  Ilierro.  Nueva  York,  1833. 
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Mexico,  Observaciones  que  hace  el  ejeoutdvo  al  Proyeoto  de  Aranoel  de  Adoa- 

nas.    Mezio,  1870. 
Mexico,  Observaciones  que  sobre  el  proyecto  de  Bases.   Guadalajara,  1843. 
Mexico,  Observaciones  sobre  la  Influencia  del  Comercio  Estrangero.   Mexico, 

1869. 
Mexico,  Observaciones  sobre  las  facultades  del  Congreso  Gonstitayente.  Tlal- 

pam,  1830. 
Mexico,  Observaciones  sobre  reformas  A  las  leyes  oonstitncionales.    Mexioo, 

1841. 
Mexico,  Observations  on  the  origin  and  conduct  of  the  war  with.   New  York« 

1847. 
Mexico,  Occupation  by  French  troops.    Message  of  the  President,  Dec.  21, 

1865. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  de  la  division  de  la  nobilisima'ciudad  de  Mexioo  en  qoar- 

tfiles.     Mexico,  1782.  folio. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  de  la  renta  del  Tabaoo,  24  de  Agosto,  1846.   Mexico,  1846. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  del  ramo  de  cames.     Slexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  general  de  Aduanas  Maritimas  y  fronterizas.    Mexico,  1856. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  militar  para  el  regimen,  disciplina,  etc.,  del  Ej^rcito. 

Mexico,  1833.  3  vols. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  militar  provisional  que  debe  observar  el  cuerpo  de  patrio- 

tas.     Mexico,  1810. 
Mexico,  Ordcnanzas  de  esta  nobilissima  ciudad.     Mexico,  1775.     MS.  folio^ 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  de  la  fiel  executoria  formadas  por  la  ciudad  de  Mexico. 

Mexico,  1730.  folio. 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  de  Loteria.     Mexico,  1844. 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  para  el  rdgimen  de  los  tenderos  y  tiendas  de  pulperia. 

Mexico,  1758.  fol. 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  quo  se  han  de  observar  y  guardar  en  la  muy  nobilisima  y 

leal  ciudad  de  ^lexico.     [Mexico,  1729.]  folio. 
Mexico,  Pamphlets.     A  Collection. 
Mexico,  Papeles  Varios.     A  Collection. 
Mexico,  Papers  relatinj?  to.     Washington,  1806. 
Mexico,  Periodico  Olicial.     Mexico,  1863  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Piezas  Justificativas  del  Arreglo  de  la  deuda  E^stema  de  Mexico. 

Mexico,  1849. 
Mexico  Plausible  con  la  Triumphal  demonstracion.     Mexico,  1711. 
Mexico,  Present  Condition.     Messages  of  tho  President  of  the  U.  S.,  April 

14,  18G2,  Jan.  20,  1867.     Washington,  1862,  18G7.  2  vols. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Guerra  y  Marina  1"  Julio  de  1851  i 

30  de  Jumo  de  1852.     Mexico,  1852.  folio. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  de  1*  Jul.  de  1851  &  30  de 

Junio  de  1852.     Mexico,  1852.  folio. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Justicia,  etc.,  del  1'  de  Julio  de  1851 

d  30  de  Jul.  de  1852.     Mexico,  1851.  folio. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Relaciones,  etc.,  1849,  V  de  Julio  de 

1851  &  30  de  Junio  de  1852.     Mexico,  1849,  1851.  folio.  2  vols. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  de  los  gastos  que  en  un  mes.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  New  York  to  express  sym- 
pathy, etc.,  for  the  Mexican  republican  exiles.     New  York,  1865. 
Mexico,  Proceso  instructivo  formado  por  la  seccion  del  Gran  Jurado  de  la 

cdmara  de  diputados.     Mexico,  1833. 
Mexico,  Providencias  Diocesanas  de  Mexico.     MS.     n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico,  Proyecto  de  Basis  de  Organizacion;  de  Constitucion;  de  Ley,  etc., 

etc.     (A  very  large  number  of  important  bills  introduced  before  Mexican 

Congress.     Cited  by  topic  and  date. ) 
Mexico,  runtos  del  parecer  que  el  Seiior  Auditor  de  guerra,  etc.,  en  4  de  Jnlio 

de  1744.     MS.  foUo. 
Mexico,  Razon  de  los  pr^stamos  que  ha  negociado  el  Supremo  Gobiemo  do  la 

Federacion.     Mexico,  l&2d,  folio. 
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Mexico,  Beales  Aranzeles  do  los  ministroe  de  la  Real  Audiencia.    Mexico, 
1727.  foUo. 

Mexico,  Recollections  of,  and  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  by  an  Engineer 
Officer.    Boston,  1871. 

Mexico,  Reflexiones  importantes  al  bien  y  beneficio  de  la  Hacienda,  etc. 
Mexico,  1845. 

Mexico,  Reflexiones  importantes  sobre  la  inconveniencia  del  contrato.  Mex- 
ico, 1849. 

Mexico,  Reflexiones  sobre  el  acuerdo  del  Senado,  adopcion  del  sistema  de  par- 
tida  doble.    Mexico,  1850. 

Mexico,  Reflexiones  sobre  el  ramo  de  Alcabalas.     Mexico,  1848. 

Mexico,  Reflexiones  sobre  la  Indenendencia.     Guadalajara,  1821. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  de  Aduanas  Maritimas.     Mexico,  1829.  4to. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  de  la  casa  de  Moneda.     Tlalpan,  1827. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  de  la  Direccion  de  Colonizacion.     Mexico,  1846. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  de  la  Milicia  Activa  y  Oeneral  de  la  Civica.  Mejioo, 
1833. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  del  Arcluyo  general  y  piiblico  de  la  Nacion.  Mexico, 
1846. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  del  caerpo  de  cosecheros  de  Tabaco.     Mexico,  1842. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  del  Teatro  de  Mex.  Ap.  11.  1786.    [Mexico,  1786.] 
folio. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  ^  instruccion  para  los  presidios.     Mexico,  1834.  folio. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  general  de  la  libertad  de  imprenta.     Mexico,  1827. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  interino  y  Provisional  para  la  Comisaria  Central  de  Guer- 
ra  y  Marina.     Mexico,  1825. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  corso  de  particulares  en  la  presente  gnerra.  Mex- 
ico, 1846. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  establecimiento  de  las  colonias  militares  del 
istmo  de  Tehuantepec.     Mexico,  1851. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  gobiemo  interior  del  Congreso  GreneraL  Mexico, 
1848. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  Gobiemo  interior  de  la  Suprema  Corte  marciaL 
Mexico,  1837. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  Gobiemo  interior  de  los  tribunales  superiores. 
Mexico,  1838. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  gobiemo  interior  y  econ6mico  de  la  Secretaria  de 
Estado.    Mexico,  1852. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  Supremo  Tribunal  de  Justicia  del  Estado.  Mex- 
ico, 1825. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  administraclon  y  contabilidad.     Mexico,  1867. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  Comunicacion  por  la  via  Inter-Ocedilica  de  Te- 
huantepec.    Mexico,  1857. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  Guardia  Nacional.    Mexico,  1846. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  seccion  superior  de  los  distritos  de  Hacienda. 
Mexico,  1852. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  Tesorerfa  generaL     Mejico,  1831.  4to. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  los  Servicios  de  Honor  y  ceremonial  de  la  Corte. 
Mexico,  1866. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  Provisional  para  laa  funciones  y  servicio  del  Estado 
Mayor.    Mexico,  1823.  4to. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  que  han  de  obeervar  el  juez,  el  administrador  Tesorero, 
el  contador  de  los  juzgados  de  Acordada  y  Bebibas  prohibidas.  Mexico, 
1790.  foUo. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  y  Arancel  de  Corredores  para  la  plaza  de  Mexico. 
Mexico,  1854. 

Mexico,  Reglamentos  de  los  Gabinetes  Civil  y  militar  del  Emperador.  Puebla, 
1865.  folio. 

Mexico,  Relacion  de  los  Conquistadores.     In  Doc.  In^.,  tom.  i. 

Mexico,  Relacion  del  estado  en  que  el  Marqu^  de  Gelues  hall6  los  Reynos  de 


Ixxx  AUTHORITIES  QUOTED. 

la  Nueva  Espafla.     Madrid,  1628;  Relacion  del  principio  y  ca  asa  del  Ai- 

voroto.  MS.  folio;  Relacion  particular  y  descripcion  do  toda  la  provincia 

del  Santo  Evangelio.     MS.  folio;  Relacion  Svmaria  y  Puntual  del  Tu- 

multo  en  Mexico  15  Enero  1G24.  n.pl.,  n.d.  4to. 
Mexico,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ihiblic  Credit,  etc.,  on  the  adjustment 

of  the  English  Debt.     London,  1850. 
Mexico,  Reports  and  Dispatches  exhibiting  operations  of  the  U.  S.  Naval 

forces  during  the  War  with  Mexico.     Washington,  1849. 
Mexico,  llepresentacion  dirigida  d  la  cAmara  do  Dipntadoa  por  el  Supremo 

Tribunal  do  Guerra  y  Alarina.     Mexico,  1835. 
Mexico,  Representacion  dirigida  al  Virey  do  Nuova  Espaiia.   Mexico,  1812. 
Mexico,  Representacion  por  la  Junta  directiva  de  la  Industria  Nacional  sobre 

necesidad  de  su  fomento.     Mexico,  1843. 
Mexico,  Representacion  que  hace  el  Ayuntamiento  en  defensa  de  la  industria 

agricola.     Mexico,  1841. 
Mexico,  Representacion  umilde  que  hace  la  ciudad  en  favor  de  sus  naturales  4 

Carlos  III.  en  2  de  Mayo  de  1771.     Mexico,  1771.     MS.  2  vols. 
Mexico,  Representacion  que  la  Junta  de  Fomento  y  Administrativa  de  Min- 

erf  a.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Representacion  sobre  pago  de  primiciaa  en  las  doctrinas.     MS. 
Mexico,  Reseiia  do  las  festividades  que  ban  tenido  lugar  en  Puebla  de  Sara- 

goza.     Puebla,  1870. 
Mexico,  Rescua  historica  de  las  n^ociaciones  entre  Espaiia  y  Mexico.     Ma- 
drid, 1857. 
Mexico,  Resefia  histdrica  y  explicativa  de  los  lUtimos  suceeos  de  Mexica 

Paris,  1857.  4to. 
Mexico,  Resefia  sobre  el  estado  de  loe  principales  ramos.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Revolucion  en  Mexico.     Marzo  de  1860.     Monterey,  1860. 
Mexico,  Scgunda  representacion  que  hace  el  comercio  de  Megico  al  Supremo 

Congrcso.     Megico,  1840. 
Mexico  (Scrvicio).     In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn.  vi. 
Mexico,  tScsion  secreta  ordinaria  de  11  de  Marzo  do  1830.     [Tlalpam,  1830.] 
Mexico,  Sesiones  tenidas  ix)r  el  Congreso  Constituyente  del  Estado  en  loe  dias 

28  y  29  del  ultimo  Mayo.     Tlalpam,  1830. 
Mexico,  Silver  Mines  in  Mexico,     n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico,  iSindico  sogundo  del  Exmo  Ayuntamiento  sobre  la  nueva  respnesta. 

[Mexico,  1838.] 
Mexico,  8itio  de  Puebla  de  Zaragoza.     Mexico,  1863. 
Mexico,  Stories  of.     New  York.  n.d. 
Mexico,   Tarifa  para  el  cobro  de  los  derechos  de  Alcabala  y  Municipal. 

Mexico,  1S53.  4to. 
Mexico,  Tarifas  do  los  Haberes  Ifquidos  mensuales  que  corresponden  &  todas 

las  c'ases  pertcuecientcs  al  ramo  de  guerra.     ^Icxico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Torcera  parte  sobre  Cousolidacion  de  la  Repiiblica  Mexicana.   Mexico, 

1851. 
Mexico,  Terrible  situacion  de  la  Repiiblica.     Mexico,  1852. 
Mexico,  Tcstimonio  de  la  averiguacion  practicada  por  6rden  del  Supremo 

(jroi)irrno.     Mexico,  1801. 
Mexico,  Testimonio  simple  de  loa  autos  de  la  Audieiiciaen  el  asunto  de  la  ex 

puihion  del  Arzobispo  1G24.     In  Doc.  Hist.  Mcx.,  serie  ii.,  tom.  ii. 
Mexico,  The  complaint  of  Mexico  and  conspiracy  against  liberty.     Boston, 

1S43. 
Mexico,  The  Country,  History  and  People.     London,  1SG3. 
Mexi(M),  Tlio  Marine  Corps  iu  Mexico — Tiial  of  First  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Devlin. 

Washinuton,  1852. 
Mexico,  The  Mexican  Empire,  its  actual  situation.     New  York,  1866. 
Mexico,  The  Republic  of  Mexico  restored.     Mexico,  18G7. 
Mexico,  The  West  Coast  of.     Washini:ton,  ISSO. 
Mexico,  Tratadod«>  Aniist;»(l,  etc.,  Austria.     [Mexico.  1843.] 
Mexico,  Tribunal  del  Protoniedicato.     MS. 
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Mexico,  Tumulto  de  1624.     In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii,  torn.  ii. 

Mexico,  Ultimas  Notas  Diplomdticas  cambiadas  entre  el  Ministro  de  Kela- 
clones  Esteriores  y  las  legacioncs  estrangeras.    Mexico,  1S62. 

Mexico,  Ultimo  Adios  al  Ck)n^reso  Constituyente  del  Estado.    Mexico,  1830. 

Mexico,  Varias  cartas  del  cabiido  de  Mexico  &  los  sefiores  del  consejo  sobre  el 
tumulto  de  15  de  Enere  do  1624. 

Mexico,  Verdadera  Noticia  de  loe  Tres  Dias  de  Ministerio.     Mexico,  1839. 

Mexico  and  Havanna,  A  Voyage  to. .  .by  an  Italian.    New  York,  1841. 

Mexico  and  Mr  Poinsett,  Reply  to  a  British  Pamphlet.  Philadelphia,  Dec. 
21,  1829. 

Mexico  and  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  n.pl.,  n.d. 

Mexico  and  the  United  States,  An  i^erican  view  of  the  Mexican  Question. 
San  Frmicisco,  1866. 

Mexico  and  the  United  States,  Treaties  of  1832;  1848;  1849;  1862.  Mexico, 
etc.,  1832-62.  11  vols. 

Mexico  y  Guatemala,  Cuestion  de  Lfmites.    Mexico,  1875. 

Mexico  y  la  Intervencion.     Mexico,  1861. 

Mexico  y sus  Alrededores,  Coleccionde Vistas,  etc.  Mexico,  1855-7.  atlas,  folio. 

Mexico  y  sus  Disturbios.     MS.  2  voU. 

Mexico,  Texas  and  Canada,  Message  of  the  President,  Jan.  8, 1838  (25th  Gong. 
2d  Sess.  H.  Ex.  doc.  74).    Washington,  1838. 

Mexiko,  Aus  einer  Discussion,  etc     New  York,  1865. 

Mexique,  De  la  Revolution  au  Mexique.    Mars,  1860. 

Mexique,  Description  Situation  &  vue  de  la  Ville.    n.pl.,  n.d. 

Mexique,  Documents  relatifs  k  la  protection  des  sujets  strangers  r^sidant,  etc 
Mexico,  1864. 

Mexique,  Documens  sur  Ic  Commerce.    Paris,  1847. 

Mexique  (Le)  et  TEurope  ou  cxpostS  de  la  situation  actuelle.    Paris,  1847. 

Mexique  (Le)  et  I'lntervention.     Paris,  1861. 

Mexique  (Le)  et  ses  Richesses.     Nouvelle-Orl^ans,  1862. 

Mexique,  Etudes  Historicjues  au  point  de  vue  politique  et  social.    Paris,  1859. 

Mexique,  Le  G^eral  Pnm  Le  S^nat,  etc.,  dans  la  question  du  Mexique. 
Paris,  1863. 

Mexique,  L'Empereur  du  Mexique.     Paris,  1864. 

Mexique,  L'Empire  et  I'intervention.     Leipzig.  1869. 

Mexique,  Llntervention  fran9aise  au  Mexique.     Paris,  1868. 

Mexique,  Memorandum  des  negotiations  pendantes  entre  le  Mexique  et 
FEspagne.     Poissy,  1857. 

Mexique,  Kecueil  de  pieces  relatives  k  la  Conqudte  de.     Paris,  1838. 

Mexique,  Recueil  (second)  de  pierces.     Paris,  1846. 

Mexique,  Commission  Scientinque,  Archives.     Paris,  1865-9.  3  vols. 

Mexique  Conquis  (Le).     Paris,  1752.  2  vols. 

Michelena  {Joq6  Mariano),  Contestacion  que  di6  ante  laseccion  del  sran  Jurado. 
Mex. ,  1 836 ;  Esplicacion  de  la  conducta  en  algunos  puntos.    Mex . ,  1 827. 

Michoacan,  Andlisis  Estadistico  en  1822  per  J.  J.  L.  Mex.,  1824;  Arancel  de 
los  honorarios  y  derechos  iudiciales  que  se  han  de  cobrar.  Mex.,  1840; 
Constitucion  polltica  del  Estado.  Mex.,  1825;  Decretos  del  Congreso 
Constituyente  1824-5.  Mex,,  1828 ;  El  Seiior  Diputado  al  Congreso  Gen. 
Don  Ricardo  Villaseftor  y  su  Retractacion,  etc.  Mex.,  1861 ;  Gobemador 
del  Estado  d  todos  sus  habitantes,  Marzo  28  de  1835.  Morelia,  ]8.^'); 
(Historia  de  \&  Prov.  de  San  Nicole  de  Tolentlno  del  6rden  de  San  Agus- 
tin);  Informe  del  Obispo  acerca  de  las  missiones  de  Rio  Verde  su  fecha 
23  de  Octubre  de  1787.  MS.  Informes  dados  al  Sup.  Gob.  de  la  Re- 
^bUca  por  las  autoridades.  Morelia,  1845;  Iniciativa  que  la  Asamblea 
Departamental  elev<i  en  28  de  Febrero  de  1845.  Morelia,  1845 ;  Manifiesto 
que  para  justificar  ante  \&  opinion  piiblica.  Morelia,  1849;  Memoria  de 
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Thorpe  (T.  B. ),  Our  Army  at  Monterey.     Philadelphia,  1847. 

Thorpe  (T.  B.),  Our  Army  on  the  Rio  Grande.     Philadelphia,  1846. 

Thiimmel  (A.  R.),  Mexiko  und  die  Mexikaner.     Erlangen,  1848. 

Thummel  (A.  R.),  Neueste  Grcschichte  der  Republik  Mexiko.   Erlangen,  1848. 

Tiempo  (El).     Mexico,  1834  et  seq. 

Tilden  (Daniel  R.),  Speech  in  U.  S.  House  of  Rep.,  July  14,  1846.  Wash., 
1846. 

Tipografia  Mexicana.    Mexico,  1878  et  seq. 


AUTHOBITIES  QUOTED.  or 

TUacala,  AboBoe  de  los  mandones  de  Indios.  MS.  Mex.,  1629;  Acnsadon 
que  la  Exma  Diputacion  Territorial.  Mex.,  1852;  Despojo  &  mano  ar- 
mada por  el  Pre! ecto  de.  Puebla,  1S43;  DLscnrso  pronunciado  el  26  de 
Die  ae  1851.  Puebla,  1852;  Estatuto  orgdoico  ael  territorio.  Mex., 
1849;  Franciscanos  6  Indios.  MS.;  Representacion  que  la  Diputacion 
Territorial  de.     Mex.,  1849. 

Todo  tiene  remedio  slendo  el  aviso  oporfcuno.     Mexico,  1822. 

Tolerancia  de  Cultos,  Opiisculo  que  contiene  una  Corta  Defensa  de  la  Religion 
de  Jesu  Cristo.     Mexico,  1^9. 

Tolerancia  Religiosa,  Disertacion  contra  la.  Mejico,  1831 ;  Representacion  al 
Sob.  Cong,  contra  el  Art.  15  del  Proyecto  de  constitucion  aobre.  Mex., 
1856. 

Toluca,  Elecciones  de.     [Mexico,  1826.] 

Tompkins  (Patrick  W.),  Speeches  in  U.  S.  House  of  Rep.,  Jan.  19  and  March 
14,  1S48.     n.pL,  n.d. 

Tomson,  Viage  de.     In  Soc.  Mex.  Geog.,  Boletin,  2^*  Ep.,  torn.  i. 

Toral  (Francisco),  Carta  al  Adelantado  de  la  Florida.     In  Cartas  de  Indias. 

Toral  (Francisco),  Carta  al  Rey.     In  Cartas  de  Indias. 
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PenaL  Mex.,  1853;  Replica  de  Varies  Espailoles.  Mex.,  1841;  Res- 
pucsta  del  Gen.  Mex.,  1840;  Varies  EspaQoles  al  8r  Tomel,  dltima 
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CHAPTER  I. 

VOYAGE  OP  HERNANDEZ  DE  C6RD0BA  TO  YUCATAN. 

1616-1517. 

A  Glanob  at  thb  Statb  of  Eubopeak  Discovery  and  Government  im 
Amebiga  at  the  Opening  of  thls  Volume— Diego  Velazquez  in 
Cuba— Character  of  the  Man— A  Band  of  Adventurers  Arrivbs 
from  Darien — The  Governor  Counsels  them  to  Embark  in  Slave- 
Catching — Under  Hernandez  de  Cordoba  they  Sail  Westward  and 
Discover  Yucatan — And  are  Filled  with  Astonishment  at  the 
Large  Towns  and  Stone  Towers  they  See  there— They  Fight  the 
Natives  at  Cape  Catoche — Skirt  the  Peninsula  to  Champoton — 
Sanguinary  Battle— Return  to  Cuba— Death  of  Cordoba. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  a  century  after  the 
landing  of  Columbus  on  San  Salvador,  three  thou- 
sand leagues  of  mainland  coast  were  examined,  chiefly 
in  the  hope  of  finding  a  passage  through  to  the  India 
of  Marco  Polo.  The  Cabots  from  England  and 
the  Cortereals  from  Portugal  made  voyages  to  New- 
foundland and  down  the  east  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica; Amerigo  Vespucci  sailed  hither  and  thither  in 
the  service  of  Spain,  and  wrote  letters  confounding 
knowledge;  Vasco  da  Gama  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope;  Columbus,  Ojeda,  Nino,  Guerra,  Bas- 
tidas,  and  Pinzon  and  Solis  coasted  the  Tierra  Firme 
of  Central  and  South  America;  Ocampo  skirted 
Cuba  and  found  it  an  island;  Cabral  accidentally 
discovered  Brazil;  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  hunted  for 
the  Fountain  of  Youth  in  Florida;  Vasco  Nunez  de 
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Balboa  crossed  the  Isthmus  and  floated  his  ships  on 
the  South  Sea.  Prior  to  1517  almost  every  province 
of  the  eastern  continental  seaboard,  from  Labrador 
to  Patagonia,  had  been  uncovered,  save  those  of  the 
Mexican  Gulf,  which  casketed  wonders  greater  than 
them  all.  This  little  niche  alone  remained  wrapped 
in  aboriginal  obscurity,  although  less  than  forty 
leases  of  strait  separated  the  proximate  points  of 
Cuba  and  Yucatan. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  government  of  these  Western 
Indies,  Columbus,  first  admiral  of  the  Ocean  Sea, 
had  been  succeeded  by  Bobadilla,  Ovando,  and  the 
son  and  heir  of  the  discoverer,  Diego  Colon,  each 
managing,  wherein  it  was  possible,  worse  than  his 

f)redecessor;  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  estab- 
ish  at  Santo  Domingo,  the  capital  city  of  the  Indies, 
a  sovereign  tribunal,  to  which  appeals  might  be  made 
from  any  viceroy,  governor,  or  other  representative 
of  royalty,  and  which  should  eventually,  as  a  royal 
audiencia,  exercise  for  a  time  executive  as  well  as  ju- 
dicial supremacy.  But  before  clothing  this  tribunal 
with  full  administrative  powers,  Cardinal  Jimenez, 
then  dominant  in  New  World  affairs,  had  deter- 
mined to  try  upon  the  turbulent  colonists  the  effect 
of  ecclesiastical  influence  in  secular  matters,  and  had 
sent  over  three  friars  of  the  order  of.  St  Jerome, 
Luis  de  Figueroa,  Alonso  de  Santo  Domingo,  and 
Bernardo  de  Manzanedo,  to  whose  direction  gov- 
ernors and  all  others  were  made  subject.  Just  be- 
fore the  period  in  our  history  at  which  this  volume 
opens,  the  Jeronimite  Fathers,  as  the  three  friars 
were  called,  had  practically  superseded  Diego  Colon 
at  Espanola,  and  were  supervising  Pedrarias  DAvila 
of  Castilla  del  Oro,  Francisco  de  Garay  governor 
of  Jamaica,  and  Diego  Velazquez  governor  of  Cuba. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Diego  Colon  had  sent 
Juan  de  Esquivel  in  1509  to  Jamaica,  where  he  was 
succeeded  by  Francisco  de  Garay ;  and  Diego  Velaz- 
quez had  been  sent  in  1511  to  Cuba  to  subdue  and 
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govern  that  isle,  subject  to  the  young  admiral's  dic- 
tation; and  beside  these,  a  small  estabhshment  at 
Puerto  Rico,  and  Pedrarias  on  the  Isthmus,  there 
was  no  European  ruler  in  the  regions,  islands  or  firm 
land,  between  the  two  main  continents  of  America. 

The  administration  of  the  religiosos  showed  little 
improvement  on  the  governments  of  their  predeces- 
sors, who,  while  professing  less  honesty  and  piety, 
practised  more  worldly  wisdom;  hence  within  two 
short  years  the  fiiars  were  recalled  by  Fonseca,  who, 
on  the  death  of  Jimenez,  had  a^ain  come  into  power 
in  Spain,  and  the  administration  of  affairs  in  the 
Indies  remained  wholly  with  the  audiencia  of  Santo 
Domingo,  the  heirs  of  Columbus  continuing  to  agi- 
tate their  claim  throughout  the  century. 

It  was  as  the  lieutenant  of  Diego  Colon  that  Ve- 
lazquez had  been  sent  to  conquer  Cuba;  but  that 
easy  work  accomplished,  he  repudiated  his  former 
master,  and  reported  directly  to  the  crown. 

Velazquez  was  an  hidalgo,  native  of  Cu^Dar, 
who,  after  seventeen  years  of  service  in  the  wars 
of  Spain,  had  come  over  with  the  old  admiral  in  his 
second  voyage,  in  1493,  and  was  now  a  man  of 
age,  experience,  and  wealth.  With  a  commanding 
figure,  spacious  forehead,  fair  complexion,  large  clear 
eyes,  well-chiselled  nose  and  mouth,  and  a  narrow 
fall-bearded  chin,  the  whole  Ughted  by  a  pleasing 
intellectual  expression,  he  presented,  when  elegantly 
attired  as  was  his  custom,  as  imposing  a  presence  as 
any  man  in  all  the  Indies.  In  history  he  also  formed 
quite  a  figure.  And  yet  there  was  nothing  weighty 
in  his  character.  He  was  remarkable  rather  for  the 
absence  of  positive  quaUties;  he  could  not  lay  claim 
even  to  conspicuous  cruelty.  He  was  not  a  bad  man 
as  times  went;  assuredly  he  was  not  a  good  man  as 
times  go.  He  could  justly  lay  claim  to  all  the  cur- 
rent vices,  but  none  of  them  were  enormous  enough 
to  be  interesting.     In  temper  he  was  naturally  mild 
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and  affable,  yet  suspicious  and  jealous,  and  withal 
easily  influenced;  so  that  when  roused  to  anger,  as 
was  frequently  the  case,  he  was  beside  himself. 

Chief  assistant  in  his  new  pacification  was  Pdn- 
filo  de  Narvaez,  who  brought  from  Jamaica  thirty 
archers,  and  engaged  in  the  customary  butchering, 
while  the  governor,  with  three  hundred  men,  quietly 
proceeded  to  found  towns  and  settlements,  such  as 
Trinidad,  Puerto  del  Principe,  Matanzas,  Santi  Es- 
ptritu,  San  Salvador,  Habana,  and  Santiago,  making 
the  seat  of  his  government  at  the  place  last  named, 
and  appointing  alcaldes  in  the  several  settlements. 
Other  notable  characters  were  Ukewise  in  attendance 
on  this  occasion,  namely,  Bartolome  de  las  Casas, 
Francisco  Hernandez  de  C6rdoba,  Juan  de  Grijalva, 
and  Hernan  Cortds. 

Discreet  in  his  business,  and  burdened  by  no  coun- 
teracting scruples,  Velazquez  and  those  who  were 
with  him  prospered.  Informed  of  this,  above  one 
hundred  of  the  starving  colonists  at  Darien  obtained 
permission  from  Podrarias  in  1516  to  pass  over  to 
Cuba,  and  were  affably  received  by  the  governor. 
Most  of  them  were  well-born  and  possessed  of  means; 
for  though  provisions  were  scarce  at  Antigua,  the 
South  Sea  expeditions  of  Vasco  Nunez,  Badajoz,  and 
Espinosa,  had  made  gold  plentiful  there.  Among  this 
company  was  Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo,  a  soldier  of 
fortune,  who  had  come  from  Spain  to  Tierra  Firme 
in  1514,  and  who  now  engages  in  the  several  expedi- 
tions to  Mexico,  and  becomes,  some  years  later,  one 
of  the  chief  historians  of  the  conquest. 

Ready  for  any  exploit,  and  having  failed  to  receive 
certain  ropartimientos  promised  them,  the  .band  from 
Tierra  Firme  cast  glances  toward  the  unknown  west. 
The  lesser  isles  had  been  almost  depopulated  by  the 
slave-catchers,  and  from  the  shores  of  the  adjoining 
mainland  the  affrighted  natives  had  fled  to  the  inte- 
rior. It  was  still  a  profitable  employment,  however, 
for  the  colonists  must  have  laborers,  being  themselves 


SLAVECATCHING.  • 

oiitircly  opposed  to  work.  The  governor  of  Cuba, 
particularly,  was  fond  of  the  traffic,  for  it  was  safe 
and  lucrative.  Though  a  representative  of  royal  au- 
thority in  America,  he  was  as  ready  as  any  irrespon- 
sible adventurer  to  break  the  royal  command.  During 
this  same  year  of  1516,  a  vessel  from  Santiago  had 
loaded  with  natives  and  provisions  at  the  Guanaja 
Islands,  and  had  returned  to  port.  While  the  captain 
and  crew  were  ashore  for  a  carouse,  the  captives  burst 
open  the  hatches,  overpowered  the  nine  men  who  had 
been  left  on  guard,  and  sailed  away  midst  the  frantic 
gesticulations  of  the  captain  on  shore.  Reaching 
their  islands  in  safety,  they  there  encountered  a 
brigantine  with  twentv-five  Spaniards  lying  in  wait 
for  captives.  Attacking  them  boldly,  the  savages 
drove  them  off  toward  Darien,  and  then  burned  the 
ship  in  which  they  themselves  had  made  their  en- 
forced voyage  to  Cuba. 

As  a  matter  of  course  this  atrocious  conduct  on  the 

?art  of  the  savages  demanded  exemplary  punishment. 
*o  this  end  two  vessels  were  immediately  despatched 
with  soldiers  who  fell  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Guanaja, 
put  many  to  the  sword,  and  carried  away  five  hundred 
captives,  beside  securing  gold  to  the  value  of  twenty 
thousand  pesos  de  oro. 

Happy  in  the  thought  of  engaging  in  an  occupa- 
tion so  profitable,  the  chivalrous  one  hundred  cheer- 
fully adventured  their  Darien  gold  in  a  similar 
voyage,  fitting  out  two  vessels  for  the  purpose,  and 
choosing  for  their  commander  Francisco  Hernandez 
de  C6rdoba,  now  a  wealthy  planter  of  Santi  Espiritu.^ 

'  In  the  memorial  of  Antonio  Velazquez,  successor  of  the  adelantado,  Diego 
Velazquez,  Memorial  del  nefjocio  de  D.Antonio  Velazquez  de  Bazaii,  in  Memfoza, 
Col,  Doc,  IfUd.j  X.  80-6,  taken  from  the  archives  of  the  Indies,  the  credit  of 
this  expedition  is  claimed  wholly  for  the  governor.  Indeed,.  Velazquez  him- 
self repeatedly  asserts,  as  well  as  others,  that  the  expedition  was  made  at  his 
«OBt.  Bat  knowing  the  man  as  we  do,  and  considcrmg  the  claims  of  others, 
it  is  safe  enough  to  say  that  the  ffovemor  did  not  invest  much  money  in  it. 
The  bonlen  doubtless  fell  on  G6rdoba,  who  was  aided,  as  some  think,  by  his 
associates,  Crist6bal  Morante  and  Lope  Ochoa  de  Caicedo,  in  making  up  what 
the  men  of  Darien  lacked,  Torquemada^  i.  349,  notwithstanding  tne  claims 
for  his  fraternity  of  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  i     Ogilby,  Hist.  Attl,  76, 
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Velazquez  added  a  third  vessel,  a  small  bark,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  share  in  the  speculation.*  After  lay- 
ing in  a  supply  of  cassava,  a  bread  made  from  the 
yucca  root,  and  some  salt  beef,  bacon,  and  glass  beads 
for  barter,  the  expedition  departed  from  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  and  went  round  to  the  north  side  of  the  island. 
There  were  in  all  one  hundred  and  ten^  soldiers,  with 
Antonio  de  Alaminos  as  chief  pilot,  Alonso  Gonza- 
lez priest,  and  Bernardino  liiiguez  king's  treasurer. 
Here  the  chief  pilot  said  to  the  commander,  "Down 
from  Cuba  Island,  in  this  sea  of  the  west,  my  heart 
tells  me  there  must  be  rich  lands;  because,  when  I 

says  the  three  aasociates  were  all  Cuban  planters;  that  they  equipped  three 
ships,  Velazquez  adding  one.  This  Hernandez  de  C6rdoba  was  not  he  who 
served  as  lieutenant  under  Pedrarias,  though  of  the  same  name. 

^  Opinion  has  been  divided  as  to  the  original  purpose  of  the  expedition. 
As  it  turned  out,  it  was  thought  best  on  all  sides  to  say  nothing  oi  the  in- 
human and  unlawful  intention  of  capturing  Indians  for  slaves.  Hence,  in  the 
Eublic  documents,  particularly  in  the  petitions  for  recompense  which  invaria- 
ly  followed  discoveries,  pains  is  taken  to  state  that  it  was  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery, and  prompted  by  the  governor  of  Cuba.  As  in  the  D^cadas  Ao7'eviad<u 
de  los  hescubrimienloSf  Mendozay  Col.  Doc.  In^l.,  viiL  5-54,  we  find  that  *EI 
adelantado  Diego  Velazquez  de  Cu^llar  es  autor  del  descubrimiento  do  la 
Nueva  Espana,'  so,  in  efiect,  it  is  recorded  everywhere.  Indeed,  Bemal  Diaz 
solemnly  asserts  that  Velazquez  at  first  stipulated  that  he  should  have  three 
cargoes  of  slaves  from  the  Guanaja  Islands,  and  that  the  virtuous  one  hun- 
dred indignantly  refused  so  to  disobey  God  and  the  king  as  to  turn  free  peo- 
ple into  slaves.  *  Y  desque  vimos  los  soldados,  que  aqueuo  oue  pediael  Diego 
Velazquez  no  era  justo,  le  respondimos,  que  lo  que  dezia,  no  lo  mandaua  Dies, 
ni  el  Key;  que  hiziessemos  d  los  libres  esclavos.*  Mist.  Verdad.,  i.  On  the 
strength  of  which  fiction,  Zamacois,  IJist.M^j.,  ii  224,  launches  into  lauda- 
tion of  the  Spanish  character.  The  honest  soldier,  however,  finds  difficulty  in 
making  the  world  believe  his  statement.  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind,,  iv.  348,  does 
not  hesitate  to  say  very  plainly  that  the  expedition  was  sent  out  to  capture  In- 
dians, *  ir  6  enviar  d  saltear  indios  para  traer  A  ella,'  for  which  purpose  there 
were  always  men  with  money  ready;  and  that  on  this  occasion  Cdrdoba,  Mo- 
rante,  and  Caicedo  subscribed  1 ,  500  or  2,000  castellanos  each,  to  go  and  catch  In- 
dians, either  at  the  Lucayas  Islands  or  elsewhere.  Torquemada,  i  349,  writes 
more  mildly,  yet  plainly  enough ;  *  para  ir  k  buscar  Indios,  k  las  Islas  Con- 
vecinas,  y  hacer  Rescates,  como  hasta  entonces  lo  acostumbraban.  *  Cogolludo, 
Hist.  YucaXhan^  1-6,  follows  Bemal  Diaz  almost  literally.  Gomara,  Hist.  Ind., 
60,  is  non-committal,  stating  first  'para  dcscubrir  y  rescatar,'  and  afterward, 
*  Otros  dizen  que  para  traer  esclauos  delas  yslas  Guanaxos  a  sus  minas  y  gran- 
jerias.'  Ovieao  and  Herrera  pass  by  the  question.  Landa,  Bel.  de  Yucatan, 
16,  *  a  rescatar  esclavos  para  las  minas,  que  ya  en  Cuba  se  y  va  la  gente  apo- 
cando  y  que  otros  dizen  que  salio  a  descubrir  tierra. '  Says  the  unknovni  author 
of  De  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdinandi  Cortesiit  in  IcazbaJceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  338,  *  In 
has  igitur  insulas  ad  grassandum  et  prsedandum,  ut  ita  dicam,  ire  hi  de  quibuB 
8upr&  dictum  est,  constituerant;  uon  in  lucatanam.'  It  is  clear  to  my  mind 
that  slaves  were  the  first  object,  and  that  discovery  was  secondary,  and  aa 
after-thought. 

'  Bernal  Diaz  holds  persistently  to  1 10.     It  was  1 10  who  came  from  Tierra 
Firme,  and  after  divers  recruits  and  additions  the  number  was  still  110. 
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sailed  as  a  boy  with  the  old  admiral,  I  remember  he 
iacVmed  this  way."  Suddenly  the  vision  of  C6rdoba 
enlarged.  Here  might  be  something  better,  nobler, 
more  profitable  even  than  kidnapping  the  poor  na- 
tives. Despatching  a  messenger  to  Velazquez,  C6r- 
doba  asked,  in  case  new  discoveries  were  made  while 
on  the  way  to  catch  Indians,  for  permission  to  acfe 
as  the  governor's  heutenant  in  such  lands.  The  de- 
sired authority  was  granted,  and  from  the  haciendas 
near  by  were  brought  on  board  sheep,  pigs,  and 
mares,  so  that  stock-raising  might  begin  if  settle- 
ments were  formed. 

Sailing  from  the  Habana,  or  San  Crist6bal,  the  8th 
of  February,  1517,  they  came  to  Cape  San  Antonio, 
whence,  on  the  12th,  they  struck  westward,  and  after 
certain  days,*  during  two  of  which  they  were  severely 
tempest- tossed,  they  discovered  land;'  first  the  point 
of  an  island,  where  were  some  fine  salt-fields,  and  cul- 
tivated ground.  The  people  who  appeared  on  the 
shore  were  not  naked  as  on  the  Islands,  but  well 
dressed  in  white  and  colored  cotton,  some  with  orna- 
ments of  gold,  silver,  and  feathers.     The  men  were 

*  Authorities  vary,  from  four  days  given'  by  Las  Casas,  and  six  by  Oviedo, 
to  21  by  Bemal  Diaz  and  Herrera.  The  date  of  departure  is  also  disputed, 
but  the  differences  are  unimportant  Compare  Peter  Martyr y  dec.  iy.  cap. 
vi.;  Dufty^  BisunU  Hist.  Am.j  i.  93;  Clavigero,  StoriaMess.,  iii.  3;  Laa  Casasy 
nUL  Ind,,  iv.  348-63;  CogoUudo,  Hist.  Yucathan,  3-8;  Oomara,  Hist.  Ind., 
60-1;  BermU  Diaz,  HiH.  Verdad,,  1-2.;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xvii.; 
8oUs,  Hist.  Mex.,  L  22-4;  Vida  de  Cortds,  or  De  Reims  Oestis  Ferdinandi  Cor- 
tesm,  in  Icazbaiceta,  Col.  Doe.,  L  331-41;  March  y  Labor ej^,  Marina EspaHola, 
L  4aV8;  Robertson's  Hist.  Am.,i.  237-40;  FancourCs  Hist.  Yuc,  5-8. 

^  Though  remarkably  fair  and  judicious  in  the  main,  Mr  Prescott's  parti- 
ality for  a  certain  class  of  his  material  is  evident.  To  the  copies  from  the 
Spcmiah  archives,  most  of  which  have  been  since  published  with  hundreds  of 
outers  equally  or  more  valuable,  he  seemed  to  attach  an  importance  propor- 
tionate to  their  cost.  Thus,  throughout  his  entire  work,  these  papers  are 
paraded  to  the  exclusion  of  the  more  reliable,  but  more  accessible,  standard 
authorities.  In  the  attempt,  at  this  point,  to  follow  at  once  his  document 
and  the  plainly  current  facts,  he  falls  into  an  error  of  which  he  appears  uncon- 
scious. He  states,  Conq.  Mex.,  i.  222,  that  C6rdoba  'sailed  with  three  vessels 
on  an  expedition  to  one  of  the  neighboring  Bahama  Islands,  in  quest  of  Indian 
slaves.  He  encountered  a  succession  of  heavy  gales  which  drove  him  far  out 
of  his  course.'  The  Bahama  Islands  are  eastward  from  Habana,  while  Cape 
San  Antonio  is  toward  the  west.  All  the  authorities  agree  that  the  expedition 
sailed  directly  westward,  and  that  the  storm  did  not  occur  until  after  Cape 
San  Antonio  had  been  passed,  which  leaves  Mr  Prescott  among  other  errors 
in  that  of  driving  a  fleet  to  the  westward,  in  a  storm,  when  it  has  already 
sailed  thitlier  by  the  will  of  its  commander,  in  fair  weather. 
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bold  and  brave,  and  the  women  well-formed  and  mod- 
est, with  head  sind  breast  covered.  Most  wonderful 
of  all,  however,  were  some  great  towers,  built  of 
stone  and  hme,  with  steps  leading  to  the  top;  and 
chapels  covered  with  wood  and  straw,  within  which 
were  found  arranged,  in  artistic  order,  many  idols 
apparently  representing  women,  and  that  led  the 
Spaniards  to  name  the  place  De  Las  Mugeres.*  Pro- 
ceeding northward,  they  came  to  a  larger  point,  of 
island  or  mainland ;  and  presently  they  descried,  two 
leagues  from  the  shore,  a  large  town,  which  was 
called  El  Gran  Cairo. 

While  looking  for  an  anchorage,  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th  of  March,  five  canoes  approached  the  com- 
mander's vessel,  and  thirty  men  stepped  fearlessly  on 
board.  The  canoes  were  large,  some  of  them  capable 
of  holding  fifty  persons ;  the  men  were  intelligent,  and 
wore  a  sleeveless  cloak  and  apron  of  cotton.*^  The 
Spaniards  gave  them  bacon  and  bread  to  eat,  and  to 
each  a  necklace  of  green  glass  beads.  After  closely 
scrutinizing  the  ship  and  its  belongings,  the  natives  put 
off  for  the  shore.  Early  next  day  appeared  the  cacique 
with  many  men  in  twelve  canoes,  making  signs  of 
friendship,  and  crying,  Conex  cotoch!  that  is  to  say. 
Come  to  our  houses;  whence  the  place  was  called 
Punta  de  Catoche,®  which  name  it  bears  to-day. 

•  Following  Gomara  and  Torquemada,  Galvano  mentions  the  name  of  no 
other  place  in  this  voyage  than  that  of  Punta  de  las  Dueflas,  which  he  places  in 
latitude  20'.  He  further  remarks,  DescohrbneiitoSy  131,  *  He  gete  milhor  ataa- 
iada  que  ha  em  neuhua  outra  terra,  &  cruzes  em  q'  os  Indios  adorauam,  &  os 
punham  sobre  seus  defuntos  quando  faleciam,  donde  parecia  que  em  algum  tepo 
se  sentio  aly  a  fe  de  Christo.  The  anonymous  author  of  Dc  Rehis  Gestis  and 
all  the  best  authorities  recognize  this  as  the  first  discovery.  *  Sicque  non  ad 
Guanaxos,  quos  petebant,  appulerunt,  sed  ad  Mulierum  promontorium.  *  Fer- 
nando Colon  places  on  his  map,  1527,  y:  de  mujeres;  Diego  de  Ribero,  1529, 
c/'  mugereSy  the  next  name  north  being  amazonas.  Vaz  Dourado,  1571,  lays 
down  three  islands  which  he  calls  p:,  de  ma/jreles;  Hood,  1592,  F.  de  mu^res; 
Laet,  1633,  >'«  de  muckered ;  Ogilby,  1071,  y^  desconocida;  Dampier,  1699, 
/.  mugeras;  Jefferys,  1776,  Z"  de  Mujeres,  or  WomaiCs  I,  It  was  this  name 
that  led  certain  of  the  clironiclers  to  speak  of  islands  off  the  coast  of  Yucatan 
inhabited  by  Amazons.  *  Sir\'i6  de  asilo  en  nuestros  dias  al  celebro  pirata 
Lafitte.*  Boletin  de  la  Sociedad  Mex.  de  Oeog.,  iii.  224. 

'  For  a  description  of  these  people  see  BancrofCs  Native  Bares,  i.  645-747. 

®  Sec  Landa,  Bel.  de  Yuc,  6.  '  Domum  Cotoche  sonat:  indicabant  enim 
domus  ct  oppidum  baud  longt)  aljcssc. '  De  Rebu^  GeMU  Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  in 
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Thus  invited,  C6rdoba,  with  several  of  his  officers, 
and  twenty-five   soldiers  armed  with  cross-bows  and 
firelocks,  accompanied  the  natives  to  the  shore,  where 
tlxe  caciqne  with,  earnest  invitations  to  visit  his  town 
managed    to    lead  them  into  ambush.     The  natives 
fought  witb.  flint-edged  wooden  swords,  lances,  bows, 
and  slings,  and  were  protected  by  armors  of  quilted 
cotton  and  shields,  their  faces  being  painted  and  their 
heads  plumed.      They  charged  the   enemy  bravely, 
amidst  shouts  and  noise  of  instruments;  several  of 
the  Spaniards  were  wounded,  two  fatally.    At  length 
the  natives  gave  way  before  the  sharp  and  sulphurous 
enginery  of  their  exceedingly  strange  visitants,  leav- 
ing fifteen  of  their  number  dead  upon  the  ground. 
Two  youths  were  taken  prisoners,  who  were  after- 
ward baptized  and  named  Julian  and  Melchor,  and 
profitably  employed  by  the  Spaniards  as  interpret- 
ers.    Near  the  battle-ground   stood  three    more  of 
those  curious  stone  temples,  one  of  which  was  en- 
tered by  Father  Gonzalez  during  the  fight,  and  the 
earthen  and  wooden  idols  and  ornaments  and  plates 
of  inferior  gold  found  there  were  carried  away  to  the 
ship. 

Embarking,  and  proceeding  westward,  the  Span- 
iards arrived  a  fortnight  later  at  Campeche,®  where 
their  amazement  was  increased  on  beholding  the 
nimiber  and  beauty  of  the  edifices,  while  the  blood 

IcazbcUceta,  Col.  Doc. ,  i.  339.  *  Conez  cotoche,  q  quiere  dezir,  Andad  aca  a  mis 
casas.*  Hcrrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xviL  *Cotohe,  cotohe,'  that  is  to  say, 
*a  house.'  Fancourt's  Hist.  Yuc.,  6.  *Cotoche,  q  quiere  dezir  casa.'  Oomai-af 
Hist.  Ind.i  61.  *  Con  tacotoch^  con  eacotoch,  y  quiere  dezir,  andad  acd  d  mis 
casas.  *  BemcU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad. ,  2.  This,  the  north-eastern  point  of  Yuca- 
tan, is  on  Fernando  Colon's  map,  1527,  gotoche;  on  the  map  of  Diego  de  Ribero, 
1529,  p:  d'cotoche;  Vaz  Dourado,  157i,  C:.  de  quoteche;  Piles trina,  c:.  de  sam- 
palq.  Hood  places  a  little  west  of  the  cape  a  bay,  B.  de  conU;  the  next  name 
west  is  Atcdaia.  QoldschrmdCs  Cartog.  Pac.  Coast,  MS.,  i.  358.  Kohl,  Beiden 
altesten  karten,  103,  brings  the  expedition  here  the  1st  of  March.  Las  Casas, 
HisL  Ind.,  iv.  350,  confounds  Cordoba's  and  Grijalva's  voyages  in  this  respect, 
that  brings  the  former  at  once  to  Cozumel,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Cordoba 
never  saw  that  island. 

•  So  called  by  the  natives,  but  by  the  Spaniards  named  San  Ldzaro,  be- 
cause '  it  was  a  Bomingo  de  Lazaro '  when  tney  landed.  Yet  Ribero  wTites 
chdpa,  while  Vaz  Dourado  employs  llcuuiro,  and  Hood,  Campechy;  Laet  gives 
the  name  correctly;  Ogilby  and  Jefferys  call  the  place  8.  Frco  de  Campeche. 
•Loa  Indios  le  deziO  Quimpcoh.'  Hen-era,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xvii. 
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and  other  evidences  of  human  sacrifice  discovered 
about  the  altars  of  the  temples  filled  their  souls  with 
horror.  And  as  they  were  viewing  these  monu- 
ments of  a  superior  culture,  the  troops  of  armed 
natives  increased,  and  the  priests  of  the  temples, 
producing  a  bundle  of  reeds,  set  fire  to  it,  signify- 
ing to  the  visitors  that  unless  they  took  their  de- 
parture before  the  reeds  were  consumed  every  one  of 
them  would  be  killed.  Remembering  their  wounds 
at  Catoche,  the  Spaniards  took  the  hint  and  de- 
parted. 

They  were  soon  caught  in  a  storm  and  severely 
shaken;  after  which  they  began  to  look  about  for 
water,  which  had  by  this  time  become  as  precious  to 
them  as  the  Tvrian  mures  tincture,  of  which  each 
shell-fish  gave  but  a  single  drop.  They  accordingly 
came  to  anchor  near  a  village  called  Potonchan,  but 
owing  to  a  sanguinary  battle  in  which  they  were 
driven  back,  C6rdoba  named  the  place  Bahfa  de  Mala 
Pelea.^®  In  this  engagement  the  natives  did  not 
shrink  from  fighting  hand  to  hand  with  the  foe. 
Fifty-seven  Spaniards  were  killed  on  the  spot,  two 
were  carried  off  alive,  and  five  died  subsequently  on 
shipboard.  Those  whom  the;  natives  could  not  kill 
they  followed  to  the  shore,  in  their  disappointed 
rage,  wading  out  into  the  sea  after  them,  like  the 
bloodthirsty  Cyclops  who  pursued  the  Trojan  ^neas 
and  his  crew.  But  one  man  escaped  unharmed,  and 
he  of  all  the  rest  was  selected  for  slaughter  by  the 
natives  of  Florida.  C6rdoba  received  twelve  wounds; 
Bernal  Diaz  three.  The  survivors  underwent  much 
suffering  before   reaching   Cuba,   for   the   continued 

"Now  Charapoton,  applied  to  riyer  and  town.  Kibero  writes  camrd; 
Hood,  Champoto;  Mercator,  ChapcUon,  and  town  next  north,  Maranga,  Po- 
tonchan, in  the  aboriginal  tongue,  signifies,  *  Stinking  Place.'  Mercator  has 
also  the  town  of  Potdchan,  west  of  Tabasco  River.  West-Indische  Spiegfiel, 
Paldcham.  Laet,  Ogilby,  and  Jefferys  follow  with  Champoton  in  the  usual 
variations.  *  '  Y  llegaron  d  otra  provincia,*  says  Oviedo,  i.  498,  *que  los  indios 
llaman  Arjuamly  y  el  principal  pueblo  della  se  dice  Moscoba^  y  el  rev  6  cacique 
de  aquel  seiiorio  se  llama  Cniapoton ;  *  and  thus  the  author  of  De  Kehwa  Oe^ 
Ferdinamli  Corfemi,  'Nee  diu  navigaverant,  ctim  Mochocobocum  perveniunt.* 
IcazbaLctUXy  Col.  i>wc.,  i.  340. 
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hostilities  of  the  natives  prevented  their  obtaining 
the  needful  supply  of  water. 

There  being  no  one  else  to  curse  except  them- 
selves,  they  cursed  the  pilot,  Alaminos,  for  his  dis- 
covery, and  for  still  persisting  in  calling  the  country 
an  island.  Then  they  left  Mala  Pelea  Bay  and  re- 
turned along  the  coast,  north-eastwardly,  for  three 
days,  when  they  entered  an  opening  in  the  shore  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Estero  de  ios  Lagartos," 
from  the  multitude  of  caimans  found  there.  After 
burning  one  of  the  ships  which  had  become  unsea- 
worthy,  C6rdoba  crossed  from  this  point  to  Florida, 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Cuba,  where  he  died  from 
his  woimds,  ten  days  after  reaching  his  home  at  Santi 
Espfritu. 

Diego  Velazquez  was  much  interested  in  the  details 
of  this  discovery.  He  closely -questioned  the  two  cap- 
tives about  their  country,  its  gold,  its  great  buildings, 
and  the  plants  which  grew  there.  When  shown  the 
yucca  root  they  assured  the  governor  that  they  were 
familiar  with  it,  and  that  it  was  called  by  them  tale, 
though  in  Cuba  the  ground  in  which  the  yucca  grew 
bore  that  name.  From  these  two  words,  according 
to  Bemal  Diaz,  comes  the  name  Yucatan;  for  while 
the  governor  was  speaking  to  the  Indians. of  yucca 
and  tale,  some  Spaniards  standing  by  exclaimed,  "You 
see,  sir,  they  call  their  country  Yucatan."" 

II  Pmzon  and  Soils  must  have  found  alligators  in  their  northward  cruise, 
otherwise  Peter  Martyr  could  not  honestly  my  down  on  his  map  .of  India  be- 
yojid  the  OajigeSj  in  1510,  the  haya  d*  lagartos  north  of  guaruise.  Mariners 
must  have  given  the  coast  a  bad  name,  for  directly  north  of  the  R,  de  la  of 
Colon,  the  R:.  de  lag  r  toa  of  Eibero,  the  R:,  de  lagarta  of  Vaz  Dourado,  and 
the  R.  de  Lagartos  of  Hood,  are  placed  some  reefs  by  all  these  chart-makers, 
and  to  which  they  give  the  name  Alacranes,  Scorpions.  The  next  name  west 
of  lAgartos  on  Map  No.  x.,  Munich  AtlaSy  is  costanisat  and  on  No.  xiiL  Osiarica. 
Again  next  west,  on  both,  is  Medanos.  On  No.  z.,  next  to  cosia  niaa,  and  on 
No.  xiii. ,  west  of  Punta  delasA  renas,  is  the  name  A  ncones,  Ogilby  gives  here 
B.  de  Conil,  and  in  the  interior  south,  a  town  Conil;  east  of  R.  de  Lagartos  is 
also  the  town  Quyo,  and  in  large  letters  the  name  Chuaca. 


^uyo,  and  m  large  letters  tne  na 
1^  <  Dezian  Ios  Espafioles  ^'  estavan  hablado  con  el  Diego  Velazquez,  y  con  Ios 
IndioB:  Seftor  estos  Indios  dizen,  que  su  tierra  se  llama  Yucata,  y  assi  se,  qued6 
CO  este  n6bre,  que  en  propria  lengua  no  se  dize  assL '  Hist.  Verdad. ,  5.     G<)mara, 


Hist.  Ind.,  60,  states  that  a^ter  naming  Catoche,  a  little  farther  on  the  Span- 
iards met  some  natives,  of  whom  they  asked  the  name  of  the  town  near  by. 
Tecteta,  was  the  reply,  which  means,  '  I  do  not  understand.*    The  Spaniards, 


IX  VOYAGE  OF  CORDOBA  TO  YUCATAN. 

The  people  of  this  coast  seemed  to  have  heard  of 
the  Spaniards,  for  at  several  places  they  shouted  'Cas- 
tilians!'  and  asked  the  strangers  by  signs  if  they  did 
not  come  from  toward  the  rising  sun.  Yet,  neither 
the  glimpse  caught  of  Yucatan  by  Pinzon  and  Solis 
in  1506  while  in  search  of  a  strait  north  of  Guanaja 
Island  where  Columbus  had  been,  nor  the  piratical 
expedition  of  C6rdoba,  in  1 517,  can  properly  be  called 
the  discovery  of  Mexico.  ^^  Meanwhile  Mexico  can 
well  afford  to  wait,  being  in  no  haste  for  European 
civilization,  and  the  attendant  boons  which  Europe 
seems  so  desirous  of  conferring. 

accepting  this  as  the  answer  to  their  question,  called  the  country  Yectetan, 
and  soon  Yucatan.  Waldeck,  Voy.  Pittoreaque^  25,  derives  the  name  from  the 
native  word  owyortcittttoTi,  'listentowhat  they  say.*  The  nativename  was  Maya. 
See  Bancroft's  Native  Haces,  v.  614-34.  There  are  various  other  theories  and 
renderings,  among  them  the  following:  In  answer  to  Cordoba's  inquiry  as  to 
the  name  of  their  country,  the  natives  exclaimed,  *  uy  u  tan,  osto  es :  oyes  como 
hahla?^  Zamacoia,  Hist,  Mej.,  ii.  228.     *Que  proguntundo  a  estos  Indios,  si 

auia  en  su  tierra  aqucUas  rayzes  que  se  llama  Yuca Respondian  Ilatli,  por 

la  tierra  en  que  se  plantan,  y  quo  do  Yuca  juntado  con  Ilatli,  se  dixo  Yucatta, 
y  de  alii  Yucatan. '  Uerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xviii.  Whenccsoever  the  origin, 
it  was  clearly  a  mistake,  as  there  never  was  an  aboriginal  designation  for  the 
whole  country,  nor,  like  the  Japanese,  have  they  names  for  their  straits  or 
bays.  For  some  time  Yucatan  was  supposed  to  be  an  island.  Grijalva  called 
the  country  hla  de  Santa  Maria  de  liemediost  though  that  term  was  employed 
by  few.  In  early  documents  the  two  names  are  united ;  instance  the  instruc- 
tions of  Velazquez  to  Cortds,  where  the  country  is  called  la  Ysfa  de  Yucatan 
Sta  Maria  de  ttemedios.  On  CortiiS*  chart  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  1520,  it  is 
called  YucataUj  and  represented  as  an  island.  Colon,  1527,  and  Ribero,  1529, 
who  write  IvcaUin;  Ptolemy,  in  Munster,  1530,  luratana;  Orontius,  on  his 
globe,  1531,  lucatana;  Munich  AtlcLS,  no.  iv.,  1532-40,  cucatan;  Baptista 
Agnese,  1540-50,  iucaian;  Mercator,  1569,  Ivcalan;  Michael  Lok,  1582,  In- 
coton;  Hondius,  1595,  Laet,  Ogilby,  etc.,  Yucatan^  which  now  aasumes  penin- 
sular proportions. 

*^  The  term  Mexico  has  widely  different  meanings  under  different  condi- 
tions. At  first  it  signified  only  the  capital  of  the  Nahua  natiou,  and  it  was 
five  hundred  years  before  it  overspread  the  territory  now  known  by  that  name. 
Mexico  City  was  foimded  in  1325,  and  was  called  Mexico  TenocJUitlan.  The 
latter  appellation  has  been  connected  with  Temich,  the  Aztec  leader  at 
this  time,  and  with  the  sign  of  a  nopal  on  a  stone,  called  in  Aztec,  re- 
spectively nochtli  and  tetl^  the  final  syllable  representing  locality,  and  the 
first,  te^  divinity  or  superiority.  The  word  Mexico,  however,  was  then 
rarely  used,  Tenochtitlan  being  tiie  conunon  term  employed;  and  this  was 
retained  by  the  Spaniards  for  some  time  after  the  conquest,  even  in 
imperial  decrees,  and  in  tJie  official  records  of  the  city,  though  in  the 
corrupt  forms  of  TemixtUan,  Tenmtitav^  etc.  See  Libro  de  Cabilao,  1524-9, 
MS.  Torouemada,  i.  293,  states  distinctly  that  even  in  Ms  time  the  natives 
never  employed  any  other  designation  for  the  ancient  city  than  Tenochtitlan, 
which  was  also  the  name  of  me  chief  and  fashionable  ward.  SoUs,  Canq. 
Mex. ,  i.  390,  is  of  opinion  that  Mexico  was  the  name  of  the  ward,  Tenoch- 
titlan being  applied  to  the  whole  city,  in  which  case  Mexico  Tenochtitlan 
would  signify  the  ward  Mexico  of  the  city  Tenochtitlan,     Gradually  the 


THE  NAME  MEXICO. 


18 


Spanish  reoorda  began  to  add  Mexico  to  TenochtiUan,  and  in  those  of  the 
first  BTOvincial  oonncil,  held  in  1555,  we  find  written  Tenuxtitlan  Mexico, 
CoTieuioa  Prov,.,  i.  and  iL,  MS.  In  the  course  of  time  the  older  and  more  in- 
tricate name  ^^Bappefu^,  though  the  city  arms  always  retained  the  symholio 
nopal  and  stone.  Olavigero,  Storia  Mess,,  i.  168;  iy.  205-70;  Soe.  Mex,  Otog, 


Abms  of  thb  Bxpublio  of  Mkxioo. 


Boletin,  viii.  408-15;  Veytia,  Hist,  Ant.  M(*j.,  ii.  157-9;  Humboldt,  EssaiPol,, 
i.  146-7;  CavOy  Tres  Siglos,  i.  2;  Carbaial  Espinosa,  Hist.  Mex.,  i.  92-3.  See 
also  Molina,  Vocabulario.  A  number  of  derivations  have  been  given  to  the  word 
Mexico,  as  mexiUi,  navel  of  the  maguey;  metl-ico,  place  amidst  the  maguey; 
m«arco,  on  the  maguey  border;  meciiliy  hare;  metztli,  moon;  amcxica,  ormexicct, 
you  of  the  anointed  ones.  The  signification  spring,  or  fountain,  has  also  been 
applied.  But  most  writers  have  contented 
themselves  by  assuming  it  to  be  identical 
with  the  wiftct ,  mexitl,  or  mecitl,  appellation 
of  the  war  god,  Huitzilopochtli,  to  which 
has  been  added  the  co,  an  affix  implying 
locality;  hence  Mexico  would  imply  the 
place  or  settlement  oiMexica,  or  Mexicans. 
£hia  war  god,  Huitzilopochtli,  as  is  well 
known,  was  the  mythic  leader  and  chief 
deity  of  the  Aztecs,  the  dominant  tribe  of 
the  Nahna  nation.  It  was  by  this  august 
personage,  who  was  also  called  Mexitl, 
that,  according  to  tradition,  the  name  was 
given  them  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  in 
these  words:  'Inaxcanaocmoamotocayna- 
maz  te  ca  ye  am  mexica,'  Henceforth  bear 
ye  not  the  name  Azteca,  but  Mexica.  With 
this  command  they  received  the  distin- 
guishing mark  of  a  patch  of  gum  and 
Feathers  to  wear  upon  their  forehead  and 
ears.  Bancroft's  Native  Races,  ii.  659 ;  iii. 
295-6;  V.  324-5  et  passim.  I  can  offer  no 
stronger  proof  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
name  was  regarded  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
quest, and  afterwards,  than  by  placing  side  by  side  the  maps  of  the  sixteenth 
century  and  instituting  &  comparison.  In  Apiano,  Cosmographica,  1575,  is 
a  map,  supposed  to  be  a  copy  of  one  drawn  by  Apianus  in  1^20,  on  which 
ThemvsteUm  is  given  apparently  to  a  large  lake  in  the  middle  of  Mexico; 
Fernando  Colon,  in  1527,  and  Diego  de  Ribero,  1529,  both  give  the  word 


AjrenoiT  Abxs  ut  tttb  City  or  Mexico, 

rEOX  A  BAHE  PIUXT. 
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Meoeico  in  small  letters,  inland,  as  if  applied  to  a  town,  althongh  no  town  is 
designated;  Ptolemy,  in  Mtmster,  1630,  gives  TemistUan;  Mitnic/i,  AUas^  no. 
Ti.,  supposed  to  have  been  drawn  between  1532  and  1540,  Timitistan  vel 
Mesicho;  Baptista  Agnese,  1540-60,  Thnitisian  vel  Mesico;  Bamusio,  1665, 
Mexico;  Mercator'a  AUae,  1669,  Mexico,  as  a  city,  and  TenuchiUan;  Michael 
Lok,  1582,  MexicOy  in  Hondins,  about  1596,  in  Drake's  World  JShiampasted, 
the  city  is  Mexico,  and  the  gulf  Bada  di  Mexico;  Hondins,  in  Purchiu,  His 
Pilgrimes,  Laet,  Ogilby,  Dampier,  West-Indische  Spiegliel,  Jacob  Colom,  and 
otiier  seventeenth-century  authorities,  give  uniformly  to  the  city,  or  to  the 
cit^  and  province,  but  not  to  the  country  at  large,  the  name  as  at  present 
written. 


CHAPTER  II. 

JUAN  DE  GBUALVA  EXPLORES  THE  WESTERN  SmE  OF  THfi 
MEXICAN  GULP.  • 

1518. 

Vklazqitez  Plans  a  Nsw  ExPEDinoif — Givzs  the  Command  to  his 
Nephew,  Juan  deGkualva— Who  Embabks  at  Santiaoo  ani>  Strikes 
THE  Continent  at  Cozumel  Island— Coasts  Southwabd  to  Ascension 
Bay — Then  Tubns  and  Doubles  Cape  Catoche — Naming  of  New- 
Spain — Fight  at  Champoton — Arrival  at  Laguna  de  TArminos — 
Alaminos,  the  Pilot,  is  Satisfied  that  Yucatan  is  an  Island — 
They  Coast  westward  and  Discover  the  Rivers  San  Pedro  y  San 
Pablo  and  Tabasco — Notable  Interview  at  this  Place  between 
the  Europeans  and  the  Americans—The  Culhua  Country — They 
Pass  La  Rambla,  TonauL,  the  Rio  Goazacoalco,  the  Mountain  of 
San  Martin,  the  Rivers  of  Alvarado  and  Banderas,  and  Come  to 
the  Islands  of  Sacrificios  and  San  Juan  de  Ulua 

As  Diego  Velazquez  talked  with  C6rdoba's  men, 
and  with  Qie  captives,  Melchor  and  Julian,  and  ex- 
amined the  articles  obtained  from  the  natives,  their 
superior  kind  and  workmanship,  and  the  gold  and 
images  taken  from  the  temple  at  Catoche  by  Father 
Gk)nzalez,  all  grew  significant  of  yet  greater  things 
beyond.  The  hardships  attending  the  expedition  were 
light  to  him  who  did  not  share  them,  and  the  late 
commander  being  now  dead,  the  governor  found  him- 
self free  to  act  as  best  suited  him. 

He  determined  at  once  on  a  new  expedition.  There 
was  a  young  man  who  seemed  admirably  fitted  for 
the  purpose,  Juan  de  Grijalva,  a  gentleman  of  the 
governor  s  own  town  of  Cu^Uar,  nephew  of  Velaz- 
quez, though  some  deny  the  fact;  he  was  twent}^- 
eight  years  of  age,  handsome,  chivalrous,  courteous, 

(15) 
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and  as  honest  as  he  was  brave.  He  had  been  with 
the  governor  for  some  time,  and  the  wonder  was  how 
ao  bad  a  master  should  have  so  good  a  man.  There 
was  no  lack  of  volunteers,  two  hundred  and  forty* 
coming  forward  at  once;  among  them  several  who 
afterward  became  famous.  Two  caravels  were  added 
to  the  two  brought  back  by  C6rdoba,  making  in  all, 
refitted  and  equipped,  four  vessels,  the  San  Sebctstiariy 
the  Trinidady  the  Santiago,  and  the  Santa  Maria  de 
los  Remedios.  The  pilots  and  manv  of  the  men  from 
the  former  expedition  were  engaged,  and  some  natives 
of  Cuba  were  taken  as  servants.  Grijalva,  as  com- 
mander of  the  armada,  directed  one  vessel,  and  Pe- 
dro de  Alvarado,  Alonso  Ddvila,  and  Francisco  de 
Montejo,^  were  appointed  captains  of  the  others. 
Grijalva's.  instructions  were  not  to  settle,  but  only  to 
discover  and  trade.^  License  was  obtained  from  the 
Jeronimite  Fathers,  who  stipulated  that  Francisco  de 
Penalosa  should  accompany  the  expedition  as  veedor. 
As  priest,  attended  one  Juan  Diaz,*  and  Diego  de 
Godoy  went  as  notary. 

*SolisandHerrcra8ay250;  €romaraandGalvano,200;  PeterMartyr,  300,  etc 

"^  Torquemada,  i.  .3")8,  asserts  that  Montejo  furnished  his  own  vessel,  and 
that  Alonso  Hernandez  Puertocarrero,  Alonso  Ddvila,  Diego  de  Ordaz,  and 
others,  went  at  their  own  cost. 

^  As  upon  this  point,  that  is  to  say,  the  orders' and  their  fulfilment,  turned 
the  destiny,  not  only  of  Grijalva,  but  of  the  conquest,  there  has  been  much 
controversy  over  it.  *Si  luan  de  Grijalua  supiera  conocer  aquella  buena  ve- 
tura,  y  poblara  alii  como  los  de  su  compafliale  i-ogauan,  fueraotro  Cortes,  mas 
no  era  para  el  tan  to  bien,  ni  Ueuaua  comission  de  poblar.*  Gomara,  Hist.  Ind.^ 
67-8.  Partisans  of  Cortes  regard  Grijalva  with  disdain,  while  no  one  seems 
creatly  to  care  for  Velazquez.  Bemal  Dkiz  was  of  opinion  that  the  matter  of 
founding  a  colony  was  left  to  Grijalva's  discretion;  but  Las  Casas,  who  had 
much  better  opportunities  for  knowing,  Ixjing  intimate  witli  the  governor,  and 
at  epeci  il  pains  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter,  states  clearly  that  Gri- 
jalva's instructions  were  positive,  that  he  should  not  settle  but  only  trade. 
*  Bartolome  de  las  Casas,  autor  de  mucha  fe,  y  qiie  con  particular  cuydado  lo 
quiso  8al>cr,  y  era  gran  amigo,  y  muy  intimo  de  Diego  Velazquez,  dize  quo  fue 
la  instruccion  que  espressamento  no  poblasse,  sino  q  solamente  rescatasse.  *' 
JlerrPia^  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.  So  hold  Torquemada,  Soils,  and  all  careful 
MTiters  on  the  subject. 

*  Or  as  he  calls  himself,  *  capellano  macgior '  of  the  armada.  Long  before 
the  soldier,  Benial  Diaz,  published  his  *'fi*ue  History,*  Juan  Diaz  had  given 
to  the  world  an  account  of  tlie  voya^^e,  TtineraHo  de  la  isola  de  luchatan,  fol- 
lowing the  Itwerario  de  Lvdovko  de  Varthema  DolognPK  nella  EgittOy  etc.,  in  a 
volu!ne  printed  at  Venice  in  1520.  Juan  Diaz  disputes  the  honor  with 
Bartolomt^  de  Olmcdo  of  having  first  said  mass  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
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Embarking  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  the  8th  of 
April,  1518,  and  leaving  Cape  San  Antonio  on  Satur- 
day,^ the  first  of  May,  they  fell  to  the  south  of  their 
intended  course,  and  on  Monday  sighted  the  island 
of  Cozumel,*  which  they  named  Santa  Cruz,'  "  be- 
cause," says  Galvano,  "  they  came  to  it  the  third  of 
May."  After  passing  round  the  northern  point  on 
the  sixth®   in  search  of  anchorage,  the  commander 

*  Here  again  Preacott  falls  into  error  in  attempting  to  follow  a  mannscript 
copy  of  Jnan  Diaz,  without  dne  heed  to  the  standard  chroniclers.  Mr  Fres- 
co tt  writes,  Mex,,  i.  224,  *The  fleet  left  the  port  of  St  Jago  de  Cuba,  May 
1,  1518,*  and  refers  to  tlie  Jtinerario  of  Juan  Diaz  in  proof  of  his  statement. 
But  Jnan  Diaz  makes  no  such  statement.  '  Sabbato  it  primo  giomo  del  mesa 
de  Mazo,'  he  says,  IthterariOt  in  IcazbcUcetay  Col.  Doc,  i.  281,  *de  questo 
sopradito  anno  parti  il  dicto  capitaneo  de  larmata  de  lisola  Femandina.* 
Saturday,  the  1st  day  of  May,  the  armada  left  the  island  of  Femandina,  or 
Cuba.  The  writer  does  not  intimate  that  they  left  the  port  of  Santiago  on 
that  day,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  did  not,  but  tne  extreme  western 
point  of  the  island.  Cape  San  Antonio.  This  Pres:;ott  might  further  have 
learned  from  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.,  'Despachado  pues  luan  de  Grijalua 
de  todo  punto,  salio  del  puerto  de  Satiago  de  Cuba,  a  ocho  de  Abril  deste  aflo 
de  1518;*  from  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdct/L,  6,  who  states  that  all  met  and  at- 
tended mass  at  Matanzas,  the  5th  of  April,  just  prior  to  sailing;  '  Y  despuos 
de  auer  oSdo  Missa  con  gran  deuocion,  en  cinco  dias  del  mes  de  Abril  de  mil  y 

auinientos  y  diez  y  ochoafios  dimos  vela;'  from  Soils,  Conq.Mex.y  i.  25,  'tar- 
aron  finalmente  en  hacerse  d  la  mar  hasta  los  ocho  de  Abril  ;*  from  Robertson, 
/fist.  Am. ^  i.  241,  *He  sailed  from  St  Jago  de  Cuba  on  the  8th  of  April,*  etc. 
Temaux-Compans  perpetrates  two  gross  blunders  in  the  first  four  lines  of 
his  translation  of  this  Jtinerario  of  Juan  Diaz.  First  he  writes  March  for  May, 
*  enuivocando, '  as  Icazbalceta  says,  *  la  palabra  mazo  del  original  con  marzo,  * 
and,  secondly,  he  brings  the  fleet  to  Cozumel  Island  on  the  4th,  when  his  author 
writes  the  3d,  which  is  enough,  without  the  palpable  absurdity  of  making 
Monday  the  4th  day  of  a  month  wherein  the  previous  Saturday  was  the  1st. 
Oviedo  states,  i.  503,  that  *  salieron  del  puerto  de  la  cibdad  de  Sanctiago  d  los 
vcynte  6  9inco  dias  del  mes  de  enero ; '  that  they  were  at  Matanzas  the  12th  of 
February,  at  Habana  the  7th  of  April ;  that  they  left  Matanzas  finally  the 
2i)th  of  April,  and  San  Antonio  the  1st  of  May,  in  all  which,  except  the  last 
statement,  he  is  somewhat  confused. 

*  Like  a  good  soldier,  Bemal  Diaz  makes  the  time  fit  the  occasion.  *  A  este 
pueblo,*  he  says,  Hist.  Verdad.,  7,  ^pusimos  por  nombre  Santa  Cruz;  ponj 
quatro,  6  cinco  diaz  antes  de  Santa  Cruz  le  vimos. '  The  native  name  of  the 
island  was  Anisamil — Landa,  Hef.  de  Ynr. ,  20,  writes  it  Cinmil;  Cogolludo,  Hist. 
Yucxitltan,  10,  Cuzamil — Swallow's  Island,  which  was  finally  corrupted  into 
the  Cozumel  of  the  Spaniards.  Mercator,  indeed,  writes  Acusamd,  in  1569, 
although  Colon,  Ribero,  and  Hood  had  previously  given  conimel,  coziimef,  and 
Commel^  respectively.  Vaz  Dourado  comes  out,  in  1571,  with  quoquinell,  since 
which  time  the  name  has  been  generally  written  as  at  present. 

'  Some  of  the  authorities  apply  the  name  Santa  Cruz  to  a  port;  others  to  a 
town  found  there;  but  it  was  unquestionably  the  island  to  which  they  gave 
this  name.  *  A  questa  isola  de  Cocumel  che  ahora  se  adimanda  Santa  Croce.' 
IHaz.  fdnerario^  in  Icazbalceta^  Cot.  Doc. ,  i.  287.  *  So  le  puso  nombre  d  esta 
lala  Sancta  Cruz,  d  la  qual  los  indios  Uaman  Cof^umeU  Ovirdo,  i.  504. 

*  This,  according  to  Diaz ;  Oviedo  says  they  landed  on  Wednesday,  the  6th, 
and  again  on  the  6th ;  and  Bemal  Diaz  affirms  that  the  landing  took  place  on 
the  sonth  side  of  the  island. 
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landed  with  a  hundred  men,  and  ascending  a  high 
tower  took  possession  of  the  country;  after  which, 
mass  was  said.  And  Las  Casas  questions  if  it  was 
quite  right  for  Juan  Diaz  to  hold  this  solemn  service 
in  a  place  where  sacrifices  were  wont  to  be  made  to 
Satan;  for  even  between  the  two  great  and  formal 
exercises  of  the  Spaniards,  an  old  Indian  priest  with 
his  attendants  had  entered  and  had  blown  incense 
before  the  idols,  as  if  to  rouse  his  gods  to  vindicate 
their  might  before  these  opposing  worshippers.     To 


the  point  was  given  the  name  San  Felipe  y  Santiago, 
and  to  a  town  standing  near,  that  of  San  Juan  ante 
Portam  Latinam.  Then  they  entered  the  town,  and 
found  there  houses  of  stone,  and  paved  streets,  in  the 
eyes  of  Juan  Diaz  not  unlike  the  towns  of  Spanish 
construction.  Meanwhile,  a  small  party  penetrated 
one  or  two  leagues  into  the  interior,  and  observed 
other  towns  and  cultivated  lands. 

While  crossing  to  the  Yucatan  coast  the  following 
day,  they  descried  in  the  distance  three  towns,  and, 
as  they  descended  toward  the  south,  a  city  "so  large 
that  Seville  could  not  show  to  better  advantiige." 
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Next  they  came  to  a  great  opening  in  the  shore,  to 
which,  after  Alaminos  had  examined  it  in  a  boat,  they 
cave  the  name  of  Bahfa  de  la  Ascension,  from  the 
day  of  discovery.  Unable  to  find  a  pass  in  this  di- 
rection romid  the  supposed  island  of  Yucatan,  they 
turned  back,  passed  Cozumel,  and,  rounding  the  penin- 
sula, arrived  at  Campeche  the  25th,  rescuing  on  their 
way  a  woman  from  Jamaica. 

Everywhere  they  beheld  the  same  evidences  of 
high  culture  seen  by  C6rdoba,  the  tower-temples  and 
crosses  of  the  Mayas  rising  from  gracefully  outlined 
promontories,  and  gUstening  white  from  behind  le- 
gended hills,  leading  them  every  moment  te  antici- 
pate the  discovery  of  some  magnificent  city,  such  as 
in  our  day  has  been  revealed  to  an  admiring  poster- 
ity; for  while  the  East  buries  her  ancient  cities  in 
dust,  the  West  none  the  less  efiectually  hides  hers 
in  foliage.  And  of  the  monuments  to  the  greatness 
of  the  past,  and  of  the  profitless  millions  here  en- 
gendered, who  shall  speak?  And  why  do  men  call 
nature  considerate  or  kind?  Does  she  not  create 
only  te  destroy,  and  bestow  blessings  and  cursings 
with  the  same  merciless  indifference?  Surpassingly 
lovely,  she  is  at  once  siren,  nurse,  and  sanguinary 
beldam.  This  barren  border  of  the  peninsula  rested 
imder  a  canopy  of  clear  or  curtained  sky,  and  glared 
in  mingled  gloom  and  brightness  beside  the  fickle 
gulf;  and  from  the  irregular  plains  of  the  interior 
came  the  heated,  perfumed  air,  telling  here  of  tree- 
less table-lands,  of  languid  vegetation,  and  there  of 
forests  and  evergreen  groves.  "  It  is  like  Spain," 
cried  one.  And  so  they  called  the  country  Nueva 
i^pafia,®  which  name,  at  fir^t.appUed  only  to  the 

'  It  was  the  crosses,  which  the  Spaniards  here  regarded  of  miraculous  origin, 
more  than  any  physical  feature  which  after  all  gave  the  name  to  these  shores. 
Cortt^  established  it  for  all  the  region  under  Aztec  sway,  and  under  the  vice- 
roys it  was  applied  to  all  the  Spanish  possessions  north  of  Guatemala,  includ- 
ing the  undenned  territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico.  Ifumboldtj  Essai 
Pol.,  L  6-7,  and  others,  have  even  shown  an  inclination  to  embrace  thereun- 
der Central  America,  but  for  this  there  is  not  sufEcient  authority.    See  Mi- 
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peninsula  of  Yucatan,  finally  spread  over  the  whole 
of  the  territory  afterward  known  as  Mexico. 

At  Campeche,  or  more  probably  at  Champoton,*® 
occurred  a  notable  aflfray.  The  fleet  anchored  toward 
sunset,  half  a  league  from  shore.  The  natives  imme- 
diately put  on  a  warlike  front,  bent  on  terrible  intimi- 
dations, which  they  continued  in  the  form  of  shout43 
and  drum-beating  during  the  entire  night.  So  great 
was  their  necessity  for  water  that  the  Spaniards  did 
not  wait  for  the  morning,  but  amidst  the  arrows, 
stones,  and  spears  of  the  natives,  they  landed  the  ar- 
tillery and  one  hundred  men  before  daybreak,  another 
huncfred  quickly  following.  But  for  their  cotton 
armor  the  invaders  would  have  suffered  severely 
during  this  operation.  Having  reached  the  shore, 
however,  the   guns  were   planted,  and   the   natives 

dina,  Chron.  tie  San  Diego  deMex.,  227;  Lopez  Vaz,  mPurchcUy  UiaPUgrimeM, 
iv.  1432,  and  Ootffriedt,  Ntwe  Welly  74;  also  Torquemada,  from  Herrera,  and 
several  standard  authors.  New  Spain  was  for  a  long  time  divided  into  the 
three  kmgdoms  of  New  Spain,  New  Galicia,  and  New  Leon,  each  composed 
of  several  provinces.  Under  the  administration  of  Galvez,  this  division  gave 
way  to  intendencias,  among  them  Mexico  and  a  few  provinces,  and  New  Spain 
came  to  be  limited  in  the  north  by  the  Provincias  Intemas,  thougii  incluoing 
for  a  time  at  least  the  Califomias.  With  the  independence  the  name  New 
Spain  was  replaced  by  Mexico,  less  because  this  tenn  applied  to  the  leading 
province  and  to  the  capital,  than  because  the  name  was  hallowed  by  associa- 
tion with  the  traditions  of  the  people,  whoso  blood  as  well  as  sympathies  con- 
tained far  more  of  the  aboriginal  element  than  of  the  imported.  On  Colon's 
map  the  name  is  given  in  capital  letters,  Nova  Spmna.  Under  Nvtva  Espaila 
Ribero  writes  dlxose  asl  par  quean  aqmj  muchas  cosaa  que  ay  en  espaha  ay  ya 
inucho  trigo  qun  Ueuddo  de  aca  entanta  caniidad  q  lo  pueden  ea  cargar  para 
otrds  partes  ay  aquy  mucho  oro  dtf  luicimicnto,  llobert  Thome,  in  HakluyCs 
Voy.y  carries  Iliapania  Nona  east  and  west  through  Central  America,  while 
Ramusio,  Viaggi,  iii.  455,  places  La  Nov  i  Spagna  in  large  letters  across  the 
continent. 

'*^It  is  remarkable,  as  I  have  often  observed,  how  two  eye-witnesses  can 
sometimes  tell  such  diametrically  opposite  stories ;  not  only  in  regard  to  time 
and  minor  incidents,  but  to  place  and  prominent  events.  In  this  instance  Diaz 
the  priest  is  no  less  positive  and  minute  in  placing  the  affiair  at  Campeche, 
than  is  Diaz  the  soldier,  at  Champoton.  The  second-rate  authorities,  follow- 
ing these  two  writers  who  were  present,  are  divided,  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber, Ilerrera  among  tlierest,  accepting  the  statement  of  Bemal  Diaz.  Oviedo, 
who  was  a  resident  of  the  Indies  at  the  time,  describes  the  battle  as  occuriing 
at  Campeche.  Perhaps  one  reason  why  the  soldier-scribe  has  more  adherents 
than  the  priest,  is  because  the  existence  of  the  narrative  of  the  latter  was  not 
HO  well  known.  Las  Casas  affirms,  H'tsL  Ind.j  iv.  425,  that  the  pilot  unin- 
tentionally passed  Ldzaro's  port,  or  Campeche,  and  landed  and  fought  at 
Champoton.  *  Llecaron,  pues,  al  dicho  pueblo  (que,  como  dije,  creo  que  furf 
Champoton,  y  no  el  de  Lazaro).* 


THE  CITIES  AND  THE  TEMPLES.  21 

charged  and  driven  back  with  the  loss  of  three  Span- 
iards slain  and  sixty  wounded,  the  commander-in- 
chief,  ever  foremost  in  the  fight,  being  three  times 
struck  and  losing  two  teeth.  Two  hundred  were  killed 
and  wounded  among  the  natives.  The  town  was 
found  deserted.  Presently  three  ancient  Americans 
appeared,  who  were  kindly  entreated,  and  despatched 
with  presents  to  the  fugitives,  but  they  never  re- 
tumea.  Two  nights  were  spent  ashore,  the  tower 
and  sacred  edifices  adjacent  being  used  as  barracks. 

Embarking,  soon  a  large  opening  in  the  coast  was 
discovered,  and  entered  by  Grijalva,  the  chaplain 
says,  the  last  day  of  May.  Puerto  Deseado"  the 
commander  called  his  anchorage,  being  the  desired 
spot  in  which  might  be  repaired  the  leaky  ships. 
The  Spaniards  thought  themselves  at  first  at  the 
mouth  of  a  river,  but  on  further  examination,  it  ap- 
peared to  them  more  like  a  sea.  Whereupon  the 
pilot  Alaminos,  who,  notwithstanding  evidence  to 
the  contrary,  notwithstanding  three  days'  explorin^s, 
left  this  salt-sheet  still  landlocked,  never  ceased  m- 
sistinff  that  Yucatan  was  an  island,  and  he  now 
ffravely  assured  his  commander  that  the  great  open- 
ing opposite  Amatique  Bay  and  Golfo  Dulce,  or  if 
that  were  too  far,  then  opposite  Chetumal  or  Ascen- 
sion, confirmed  his  suppositions,  and  settled  the 
matter  in  his  mind  that  this  was  the  termination  of 
the  islands;  hence  the  names  Boca  de  T^rminos,  and 
Laguna  de  Terminos,"  which  followed.     The  temples 

"  Paerto  Escondido.  On  the  maps  of  Colon  and  Hood  it  is  placed  as  one 
of  the  eastern  entrances  of  the  Laguna  de  T^rminos,  the  former  writing  p. 
deteado,  and  the  latter  P.  dfsUido;  Gomara  places  the  Laguna  de  T6rmino9 
between  Paerto  Deseado  and  Rio  Grijalva.  On  Ribero's  map,  north  of  Escon- 
dido, is  la  ger,  Vaz  Dourado  marking  in  the  same  locality  p:.  aeqo  amgruiriste, 
Bampier  gives  Boca  EschondidOj  and  Jefferys,  Boca  Eacondida, 

i>  V  elazqnez  had  instructed  his  captain  to  sail  round  the  island  of  Yucatan. 
Gortte,  in  1519,  ordered  Escobar  to  survey  this  sheet,  which  was  found  to  be 
a  bay  and  shallow.  Still  the  pilots  and  chart-makers  wrote  it  down  an  island. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  in  the  earliest  drawings,  like  Colon's,  in  1527,  the 
maker  appears  nndecided,  but  Eibero,  two  years  later,  boldly  severs  the 
pcninsnla  from  the  continent  with  a  strait.  See  Ooldachmidt^a  Cartog.  Pac. 
Coasts  MS.,  i.  412-14.  The  earliest  cartographers  all  write  terminoa,  Ribero 
marking  a  small  stream  flowing  into  the  utgoon,  R:,  de  x  pianos.     Here  also 
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here  seen  were  supposed  by  the  Spaniards  to  be 
places  where  merchants  and  hunters  made  their  sacri- 
fices. A  greyhound,  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  game, 
neglected  to  return  in  time  and  was  left  behind; 
when  the  Spaniards  came  with  Cortes  they  found  the 
animal  well-fed  and  happy,  but  excessively  glad  to 
see  them.  Before  departing,  Grijalva  again  declared 
for  Spain,  "as  if,"  growls  Las  Casas,  "the  thousand 
possessions  already  taken  were  not  enough."  Indeed, 
this  fierce  charging  on  a  continent,  so  often  repeated, 
hurling  upon  the  inhabitants  a  new  religion  and  a  new 
king,  was  about  as  effective  as  Caligula's  advance 
on  Britain,  when,  preparatory  to  crossing,  he  drew 
up  his  troops  in  battle  array,  on  the  seaboard^  and 
gave  orders  to  collect  shells,  the  spoils  of  conquered 
ocean. 

Proceeding  the  8th  of  June,  and  creeping  stealth- 
ily along  the  coast,^^  dropping  anchor  at  night  and 
weighing  it  with  the  dawn,  they  came  to  a  river  which 
they  called  San  Pedro  y  San  Pablo,  and  then  to  a 
larger  one,  the  native  name  of  which  was  Tabasco,** 
after  the  cacique  of  the  city,  but  which  the  Spaniards 
called  Grijalva,  in  honor  of  their  commander. 

The  face  of  nature  here  changed.  The  low,  gray 
hills  of  the  peninsula  gave  place  to  elevations  of  en- 
livening green,  made  lustrous  by  large  and  frequent 

is  the  town  and  point  of  Jicalango.  Ogilby  calls  the  lagoon  Logo  de  Xica- 
langOy  east  of  which  is  the  name  N^a  Sra  de  la  Vitoria;  Dampier  places  south 
of  Laguna  Terniiiia  the  town  Chukahul;  Jefferys  writes  in  large  letters,  a  little 
south  of  Laguiiade  Xicalaiifjo  or  TeTTninoa,  the  words  Quekaches  Indies  Bravos. 
Kohl  thinks.  Puerto  Escondido  may  be  the  Puerto  Deseado  of  Grijalva  men- 
tioned by  Gomara. 

'^  Of  *  la  isola  riccha  chiamata  Ualor/  as  the  chaplain  calls  it,  Diaz,  Itine- 
rarioj  in  Icazbcdceta,  CoL  Doc.,  i.  295,  *descoprir  una  altra  terra  che  se  die© 
Mulua.'  Alaminos  believed  New  Spain  to  be  another  island  distinct  from 
Yucatan.     The  natives  called  it  Colud,  says  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind,,  iv.  428. 

*  *  On  the  chart  of  Cort(Ss,  1520,  it  is  called  R:,  de  Omalua,  and  placed  west 
instead  of  east  of  Rio  Santa  Ana.  Ribero  writes,  R:.  de  grisalua;  Vaz  Dourado, 
7?".  de  grigalua;  Hood,  R,  de  Orlsalua;  Mercator^a  Atiaa,  1574,  has  a  town, 
Tawico ;  Ogilby,  Dampier,  and  Jefferjrs  employ  the  name  Tabasco,  Kohl 
ascribes  the  name  of  the  river  San  Pedro  y  San  PaUo  to  Grijalva.  Colon  has 
R:.  de  x.  pablo;  Ribero,  R,  de  a:.  Pdbo;  Munich  Atlas,  No.  iv.,  Ho  de  s.  p.; 
Baptista  Agnese,  Ho  de  S.  patUo;  Hood,  R.  de  S.  Pablo;  Ogilby,  S,  Paulo; 
Dampier,  St.  Peter,  St.  Paul,  etc.  As  there  are  plenty  of  streams  in  that  vicinity 
Herrera  gives  one  to  Grijalva  and  still  leaves  the  cnief  tain,  Tabasco,  his  owe 
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streams.  Boldly  in  the  front  stood  the  heights  at 
present  known  as  San  Gabriel;  beyond  continued  the 
flat,  monotonous  foreground  of  a  gorgeous  picture,  as 
yet  but  dimly  visible  save  in  the  ardent  imaginings 
of  the  discoverers. 

The  two  smaller  vessels  only  could  enter  this 
river  of  Tabasco,  which,  though  broad,  was  shallow- 
mouthed;  and  this  they  did  very  cautiously,  advanc- 
ing a  short  distance  up  the  stream,  and  landing  at 
a  grove  of  palm-trees,  half  a  league  from  the  chief 
town.  Upon  the  six  thousand ^^  natives  who  here 
threatened  them,  they  made  ready  to  fire;  but  by 
peaceful  overtures  the  sylvan  multitude  were  brought 
to  hear  of  Spain's  great  king,  of  his  mighty  preten- 
sions, and  of  the  Spaniards'  inordinate  love  of  gold. 
The  green  beads  the  natives  thought  to  be  stone 
made  of  their  chalchiuite,  which  they  prized  so 
highly,  and  for  which  they  eagerly  exchanged  food. 
Having  a  lord  of  their  own  they  knew  not  why  these 
rovers  should  wish  to  impose  upon  them  a  new 
master;  for  the  rest  they  were  fully  prepared,  if 
necessary,  to  defend  themselves.  During  this  inter- 
view, at  which  the  interpreters,  Melchor  and  Julian, 
assisted,  the  word  Culhua,^*  meaning  Mexico,  was 
often  mentioned  in  answer  to  demands  for  gold,  from 

*^  It  is  Laa  Casas  who  testifies  to  6,000 ;  Beraal  Diaz  enumerates  50  canoes ; 
Herrera  speaks  of  three  XiquipUes  of  8,000  men  each,  standing  ready  in  that 
viciniW  to  oppose  the  Spaniards,  waiting  only  for  the  word  to  oe  given. 

"Not  *CuIba,  CullMk,  Mexico,  Mexico,'  as  Bemal  Diaz  has  it.  The  na-* 
tives  pronounced  the  word  Cnlhua  only ;  but  this  author,  finding  that  Culhua 
refen^d  to  Mexico,  puts  the  word  Mexico  into  the  mouth  of  T2U)asco  and  his 
followers.  Long  before  the  Aztecs,  a  Tolteo  tribe  called  the  Acolhuas,  or 
Colhuas,  had  settled  in  the  valley  of  Mexico.  The  name  is  ii^ore  ancient 
than  that  of  Toltec,  and  the  Mexican  civilization  might  perhaps  as  appro- 
priately be  called  Culhua  as  Nahua.  The  name  is  interpreted  'crooked ' 
from  coloa,  bend;  also  *  grandfather'  from  colli,  Colhuacan  might  therefore 
signify  Land  of  our  Ancestors.  Under  Toltec  dominion  a  tripartite  confed- 
eracy had  existed  in  the  valley  of  An^uac,  and  when  the  Aztecs  became  the 
ruling  nation,  this  alliance  was  re^tablished.  It  was  composed  of  the  Acol- 
hua,  Aztec,  and  Tepanec  kingdoms,  the  Aztec  king  assuming  the  title  Culhua 
Tecuhtli,  chief  of  the  Culhuas.  It  is  evident  that  the  Culhuas  had  become 
known  throughout  this  region  by  their  conquests,  and  by  their  culture,  supe- 
rior as  it  was  to  that  of  neighboring  tribes.  The  upstart  Aztecs  were  only 
too  proud  to  identifv  themselves  with  so  renowned  a  people.  The  name 
Culhua  was  retained  among  the  surro.mding  tribes,  and  applied  before 
Grijalx-a  to  the  Mexican  country,  where  gold  was  indeed  abundant 
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which  the  Spaniards  inferred  that  toward  the  west 
they  would  find  their  hearts'  desire.  Then  thuy  re- 
turned to  their  ships. 

In  great  state,  unarmed,  and  without  sign  of  fear, 
Tabasco  next  day  visited  Grijalva  on  board  his  vessel. 
He  had  already  sent  roasted  fish,  fowl,  maize  bread, 
and  fruit,  and  now  he  brought  gold  and  feather- work. 
Out  of  a  chest  borne  by  his  attendants  was  taken  a 
suit  of  armor,  of  wood  overlaid  with  gold,  which  Ta- 
basco placed  upon  Grijalva,  and  on  his  head  a  golden 
helmet,  giving  him  likewise  masks  and  breast-plates 
of  gold  and  mosaic,  and  targets,  collars,  bracelets,  and 
beads,  all  of  beaten  gold,  three  thousand  pesos  in  value. 
With  the  generous  grace  and  courtesy  innate  in  him, 
Grijalva  took  off  a  crimson  velvet  coat  and  cap  which 
he  had  on  when  Tabasco  entered,  also  a  pair  of  new 
red  shoes,  and  in  these  brilliant  habiliments  arrayed 
the  chieftain,  to  his  infinite  delight. 

The  Spaniards  departed  from  Tabasco  with  further 
assurances  of  friendship,  and  two  days  later  sighted  the 
town  of  Ahualulco,  which  they  named  La  Rambla, 
l)ecause  the  natives  with  tortoise-shell  shields  were 
observed  hurrying  hither  and  thither  upon  the  shore. 
Afterward  they  discovered  the  river  Tonald,  which 
was  subsequently  examined  and  named  San  Antonio;" 
then  the  Goazacoalco,^®  which  they  could  not  enter 
owing  to  imfavorable  winds;  and  presently  the  great 
snowy  mountains  of  New  Spain,  and  a  nearer  range, 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  San  Martin,^®  in  justice 

"  *Das  ^rosse  Fest  des  heiligen  Antonius  von  Padua  fftllt  auf  den  13  Juni, 
and  dies  giebt  una  also  eine  Gelegenheit  eines  der  Daten  der  Reiso  des  Gri- 
jalva, deren  una  die  Berichterstatter,  wie  immer,  nur  wenige  geben,  genau 
f estzusetzen.  *  Kohl,  Beiden  dUesten  Karten,  105.  Cortes,  in  nis  chart  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  1520,  calls  it  SaMo  Anton;  Fernando  Colon,  1527,  H.  de  la 
Balsa,  with  the  name  O.  de  8.  anion  to  the  gulf;  Eibero,  1529,  r:  de  Sdton; 
Globe  of  Orontius,  1531,  C.  S.  dto;  Vaz  Dourado,  \57ly  rio  de  S,  ana;  Hood, 
1592,  Ji.  de  8.  Antonio,  etc.  For  Santa  Ana  Dampier  in  1699  lays  down  St, 
Anns,  and  Jefferys  in  1776,  B.  St.  Ann. 

^^  Cortes  calls  it  Rio  de  totuqualquo;  Colon,  /?.  de  gasacalcos;  Kibero,  R.  de 
gtiasacalco;  Orontius,  R.  de  quaiijo;  Vaz  Dourado,  R.o  de  de  guaqaqa;  Hood, 
R.  de  Guaca;  Mercator,  QuacaqucUco ;  De  Laet,  Ogilby,  R.  de  Ouazacoalco; 
Jefiferys,  R.  Guazacalo;  Dampier,  R.  Ouazacoalco  or  Giuuhigwalp. 

^' Colon  gives  it.  Sierras  de  San  mrti;  Vaz  Dourado,  seras  de  S.  martin; 
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to  the  soldier  who  first  saw  it.     Overcome  by  his 
ardor,  Pedro  de  Alvarado  pressed  forward  his  faster- 
sailing  ship,  and  entered  before  the  others  a  river 
called  by  the  natives  Papaloapan,  but  named  by  his 
soldiers  after  the  discoverer;*^  for  which  breach  of 
discipUne  the  captain  received  the  censure  of  his  com- 
mander.    The  next  stream  to  which  they  came  was 
called  Rio  de  Banderas,^  because  the  natives  appeared 
in  large  numbers,  carrying  white  flags  on  their  lances. 
With  these  white  flags  the  natives  beckoned  the 
strangers  to  land;   whereupon  twenty  soldiers  were 
sent  ashore  under  Francisco  de  Montejo,  and  a  favor- 
able reception  being  accorded  them,  the  commander 
approached  with  his  ships  and  landed.     The  utmost 
deference  was  paid  the  guests,  for,  as  will  hereafter 
more  fully  appear,  the  king  of  kings.  Lord  Monte- 
zuma, having  in  his  capital  intelligence  of  the  strange 
visitors  upon  his  eastern  seaboard,  ordered  them  to 
be  reverentially  entertained.     In  the  cool  shade  was 
spread  on  mats  an  abundance  of  provisions,  while 
fumes  of  burning  incense  consecrated  the  spot  and 
made  redolent  the  air.     The  governor  of  this  prov- 
ince was  present  with  two  subordinate  rulers,  and 
learning  what  best  the  Spaniards  loved,  he  sent  out 
and  gathered  them  gold  trinkets  to  the  value  of  fif- 
teen thousand  pesos.     So  valuable  an  acquisition  im- 
pelled Grijalva  to  claim  once  more  for  Charles,  one  of 
the  natives,  subsequently  christened  Francisco,  acting 
as  interpreter.     After  a  stay  of  six  days  the  fleet 
sailed,  passing  a  small  island,  white  with  sand,  which 

Hood,  SierroH  de  S^  mm;  Ogilby,  Sierras  de  8.  Martin;  Dampier,  St.  Martinis 
High  Land,  and  St.  MarHire  Point,  This  soldier,  San  Martin,  was  a  native 
of  Habana. 

^  Herrera  makes  the  Indian  name  Papaloava ;  Bemal  Diaz,  Papalohnna, 
Cort^,  1520,  and  Orontius,  1531,  give  A  d  alvarado;  Colon,  1527,  H:  dd 
eomenclador  aluarado;  Ribero,  15iS,  7?;.  de  Aluarado;  Vaz  Dourado,  1571, 
Ro.  de  AUuorado,  etc.  *  Die  Karte  von  1527  hat  den  Bio  del  comendador  A  Iva- 
rado  etwiis  weiter  westlich,  jenseits  des  Rio  de  banderas,  welches  keineswegs 
mit  den  Berichten  des  Bemal  Diaz  iibercinstimmt.  *  Kold,  Beiden  dltenten 
KarUn,  106. 

'^  Some  of  the  early  maps  place  this  stream  incorrectly  east  of  the  Papa- 
loapan; where  Ribero  writes  F.  dehjada,  firat  east  from  k:  de  uanderdst  Vaz 
Dourado  wi^tes  p:.  de  kiqada. 
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of  human  sacrifices.  1 
heathen  abominations  i 
idols,  priests,  and  the 
ficed  boys,  they  had  gi 
them,  all  which  led  th 
their  voyage  and  the  t 
Indian,  Francisco,  Grij 
the  detestable  rite  of  rif 
and  offering  bloody  he 
heathen  answered,  bee 
Ulua,  as  he  pronounce 
From  this  circumstanc( 
the  name  of  the  comn 
was  now  about  the  time 
of  John  the  Baptist,  th 
de  Ulua,^  while  the  c 
called  Santa  Maria  de  1 

''To  distmguish  it,  Herrera  m 
chart  of  CorWa,  1520,  the  B:.  de  I 
are  given  except  that  of  Sacri/icu 
and  called  F«  delta  cr^io.  Od 
called  Insula  Sacrifici,  Colon  la; 
X  pouae  (christobaf) ;  vUla  rica,  a' 
de  s.  Jua;  R:,  de  cdjmod;  uilla  ric 
R.*>  de  Sao  (santo)  Jodo  (Juan); 
(villa  rica).  Hood  gives  /?.  de  tjh 
VUla  Rica;  and  marks  the  point  i 
cator  gives  VUla  Rica;  Ogilby,  S. 
another  of  his  maps  we  &id  S,  J\ 
de  la  vera  Cruz  neuva^  La  Vera  C 
further  Cartography  North  Am. ,  ] 
Sacri6cio6  and  Ulua,  calling  thet 
nent  thereabout,  far  into  the  int 
hence  we  find  Velazquez,  in  his 
xii  227,  speaking  of  *una  tierra 
puso  por  nombre  Santa  Maria  de 
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At  various  places  during  this  expedition,  notably 
where  is  now  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  the  River  Tabasco, 
both  in  coming  and  returning,  Grijalva's  men  begged 
permission  to  settle  and  subdue  the  country.  In 
their  desire  to  remain  they  pictured  to  themselves  all 
the  pleasures  of  the  abandoned  crew  of  Ulysses,  in  a 
land  as  happy  as  that  of  which  Horace  san^  where 
Ceres  decked  untilled  fields  with  sheaves  and  Bacchus 
revelled  under  purple-clustered  vines.  And  they  were 
angry  with  their  commander  for  not  breaking  the  in- 
structions which  forbade  his  colonizing.  Pedro  de 
Alvarado  was  particularly  chafed  by  the  restraint, 
though  he  kept  his  temper  until  he  obtained  permis- 
sion to  return  to  Cuba  with  one  of  the  vessels^  which 
had  become  imseaworthy,  so  as  to  report  to  the  gov- 
ernor the  progress  of  the  discovery,  and  obtain  re- 
cruits and  fresh  supplies,  with  permission  to  found  a 
colony.  Beside  some  fifty  sick  persons,  all  the  gold, 
cotton,  and  other  articles  obtained  from  the  natives 

*  Herrera  says  it  was  the  Scat  SebasHan;  Oviedo,  the  Triitidad. 

(28) 
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thus  far  were  placed  in  Alvarado's  ship,  which  sailed 
the  24th  of  June.  The  remainder  of  the  expedition 
continued  its  now  north-westward  course  past  Nautla,* 
which  the  Spaniards  called  Almeria,  and  with  the 
mountains  of  Tuxpan^  in  full  view,  advanced  as  far 
as  Cabo  Rojo,  some  say  as  far  as  the  Rio  de  Pd 
nuco.*  The  entrance  to  the  large  lagoon  now  known 
as  the  Bahfa  de  Tanguijo,  was  mistaken  for  a  river 
and  named  Rio  de  Canoas.  On  anchoring  here  the 
ships  of  the  Spaniards  were  fiercely  attacked  by  the 
occupants  of  twelve  canoes,*^  which  came  out  from  a 
large  city  compared  by  the  worthy  chaplain  to 
Seville  in  size  and  magnificence,  in  common  with 
other  towns  along  this  seaboard;  and  as  if  this  were 
not  strange  enough,  the  same  authority  goes  on  to 

•  Town  and  river  given  both  by  CJort^  and  Orontius.  Colon  writes  /?;  de 
aimerifi;  Ribero  almera;  Vaz  Dourado,  allmeira; "Roodj  Almeria;  nos.  vi.  and 
tIL,  Munich  Atlas f  rio  de  almeria^  and  Mercator,  Almeria,  Ogilby  places 
north  of  Lhanoa  de  Almeria  a  large  gulf  labelled  R.  de  8  Po  y  S  Paulo ^  and 
south  of  it  Toluia,  and  Tore  Branca.  Dam  pier  lays  down  Almeria  I.  opposite 
Tlspe  and  Hania^jo  Isle  on  the  mainland.  Laet  gives  NaoUdan  6  Almeria^  and 
Lltano-^  de  Almeria. 

^  '  Vimos  las  sierras  de  Tusta,  y  mas  adelante  de  a  hi  A  otros  dos  dias  vi- 
mo8  otros  sierras  muy  altas,  q  agora  se  llamA  las  sierras  de  Tuspa ;'  so  called, 
Bemal  Diaz  says.  Hist.  Verdad.t  10,  from  the  towns  lying  at  their  base.  The 
Bio  de  Tuxpan  is  supposed  to  be  the  Ban  Pedro  y  San  Pablo  of  early  days. 
*  Da  das  Peter-und  Pauls-Festauf  den  29  Juni.' 

•Kohl  thinks  Grijalva  did  not  pass  Cabo  Rojo,  the  C:.  roxo  of  Vaz 
Dourado,  and  Hood,  and  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  him.  Bemal  Diaz  says, 
Hist.  Verdadj  10,  *  Y  estoes  ya  en  la  Provincia  de  Panuco:  d  yendo  pornuestra 
nauegacio  Uegamos  d  vn  rio  grande,  que  le  pusimos  por  nobre  Rio  dc  Canoas. ' 
The  nomenclature  of  this  stream  is  quite  regular  in  the  several  times  and 
places.  Cort<^  gives  Rio  Panuco  loaton  ;  Colon,  R:  panuco;  Ribero  and  Vaz 
Dourado,  panuco;  Orontius,  R.  panico;  Hood,  Panuqo;  Raptista  Agnese,  panxt- 
rAo,  and  rio  panucho;  no.  vi.  Munich  Atlas  the  same;  Ptolemy,  1530,  in  Mun- 
Bter,  Panuco;  Mercator,  river  and  town  PanucOy  and  next  town  south  Chila. 
And  so  on  with  Hondius,  Ogilby,  Darapier,  and  the  rest.  See  GohlschmidVs 
Cartog.  Pac.  Coasts  MS. ,  i.  578.  Upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  San  Pedro  y  San 
Pablo  and  the  Tuxpan  Xvere  two  streams,  the  latter  may  havo  been  the  Rio  de 
(.'anoas  of  Grijalva  and  the  Pdnuco  discovered  by  Montejo  and  Alaminos  the 
year  following,  as  Kohl  surmises,  but  not  otherwise.  Herrera  says  the  expe- 
dition did  not  pass  Cabo  Rojo;  Bemal  Diaz  speaks  of  a  wide  projecting  cape, 
which  does  not  exist  beyond  the  Pdnuco  River.  Yet  both  affirm  that  the 
province  of  Pinuco  was  reached,  and  we  well  know  that  little  would  be  said 
to  strangers  of  an  aboriginal  province  by  its  inhabitants  before  its  great  town, 
or  its  great  river,  was  approached.  Hence  the  general  impression  that  Gri- 
jalva on  this  occasion  coasted  as  far  as  Tampico,  and  that  the  Pdnuco  was  his 
ilio  de  Canoas.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  entrance  to  the  Bahia  de  Tanguijo, 
mistaken  for  a  river,  was  the  Rio  de  Canoas  of  Grijalva,  and  that  Cabo  Rojo 
was  his  ultimate  point  of  discovery. 

^Some  say  sixteen. 
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relate  a  miracle  which  happened  here  because  Grijalva 
refused  the  soldiers  leave  to  sack  the  place;  how  a 
star,  poised  above  the  fleet  after  sunset,  shot  toward 
the  town  and  hung  over  it  invitingly,  as  if  Jehovah 
signified  his  pleasure  that  the  Christians  should  seize 
the  city.* 

After  beating  back  the  canoes  the  Spaniards 
proceeded,  but  found  their  course  impeded  by  the 
currents  off  Cabo  Rojo;  from  which  circumstance, 
together  with  the  hostility  of  the  natives,  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  season  was  advancing,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ships,  they  determined  to  return.  Turn- 
ing toward  the  southward,  therefore,  they  were  carried 
past  the  River  Goazacoalco  by  boisterous  winds,  and 
entered  TonaU  to  careen  and  repair  a  leaky  vessel.'' 
Again  the  men  blasphemed  and  held  the  commander 
in  derision  because  he  would  not  settle.  After  sev- 
eral failures  in  starting  they  continued  the  voyage, 
encountered  bad  weather,  touched  at  Deseado  for 
water,  engaged  in  a  parting  fight  with  the  natives 
of  Champoton,  sailed  again,  and  the  fifth  reached 
San  Ld-zaro,  where  they  were  led  into  ambush  while 
searching  for  water,  and  attacked.  After  helping 
themselves  to  maize  they  embarked,  followed  the 
shore  past  Rio  de  Lagartos,  the  Comi  of  the  natives, 
whence  they  sailed  for  Cuba,  and  arrived  at  Matanzas 
about  the  first  of  November.® 

^  In  questo  giomo  sul  tardi  vedessemo  miracolo  ben  grande  el  qnal  fa  che 
apparve  una  stella  incima  la  nave  dapoi  el  tramontar  del  sole  et  partisse  sem- 
pre  buttando  razi  fino  che  se  poae  sopra  quel  vilagio  over  populo  grande  et 
lasso  uno  razo  ne  laiero  che  duro  piu  de  tre  hore  ^i^ande  et  anchora  vedessimo 
altri  signal  ben  chiari  dove  comprendessemo  che  dio  volea  per  suo  servitio  po- 
pulaasemo  la  dicta  terra.  Itinerario,  in  Icazhalceta^  Col.  Doc. ,  i.  302. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  claims  to  have  planted  here  the  first  orange-seeds  sown  in 
Kew  Spain.  It  was  at  the  base  of  a  temple,  on  whose  summit  he  had  enjoyed 
a  refreshing  sleep,  above  the  clouds  of  mosquitoes,  and  through  gratitude  he 
sowed  these  seed,  which  he  had  brought  from  Cuba.  He  tells,  likewise,  of 
obtaining  here  by  barter  4,000  pesos,  which,  with  the  16,000  pesos  Alvarado 
carried  home,  made  20,000  pesos  secured  during  the  voyage.  Among  the 
treasures  were  some  copper  hatchets,  which  the  Spaniards  took  to  be  an  infe- 
rior kind  of  gold.  Las  Casas  gives  a  detailed  description  of  the  treasures 
obtained  by  this  expedition,  among  which  was  an  emerskld  worth  2,000  ducats, 
from  the  mainland  opposite  Isla  de  Sacrificios. 

^This,  following  Oviedo,  who  in  1523  visited  Velazquez,  and  was  told 
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When  GrijaJva  cast  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Ma- 
tanzas  his  heart  beat  high  with  promise.  He  had 
returned  successful  from  a  briUiant  discovery,  in 
which  had  begun  that  pronounced  mastery  of  life 
which  is  the  dream  of  every  chivalrous  mind.  There 
had  been  nothing  in  the  least  irrational  in  his  pohcy, 
or  fickle  or  factious  in  his  conduct.  He  had  used 
diligence  and  discretion,  had  been  true  to  his  com- 
pamons,  and  faithful  to  his  king  and  to  his  chief. 
Surely  his  uncle  would  praise  him,  his  governor 
would  reward  him,  and  his  king  would  intrust  him 
with  new  commissions.  So  he  deserved;  so  he  had 
every  reason  to  expect,  and  hence  it  was  with  pride 
and  pleasure  that  he  once  more  set  foot  on  Isla  Fer- 
nandina. 

But,  unfortunately,  this  most  virtuous  cavalier  was 
now  destined  to  reap  the  too  common  reward  of  hon- 
est service  in  the  cause  of  a  vicious  master.  Scarcely 
had  Grijalva  landed,  when  a  letter  from  the  governor 
was  placed  in  his  hand,  ordering  him  to  repair  with 
his  ships  at  once  to  Santiago,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  notify  his  soldiers  that  opportunity  would  be 
quickly  given  all  who  desired  to  embark  in  a  fresh 
adventure  to  New  Spain,  and  that  meanwhile  they 
might  rest  themselves  at  the  governor's  farms  in  that 
vicinity.  Then,  too,  he  first  Teamed  how  Velazquez, 
ever  fickle  and  distrustful  as  are  all  timid  and  un- 
scrupulous men,  becoming  nervous  concerning  the 
fleet,  had  sent  Crist6bal  de  Olid  in  a  small  vessel 
with  seven  soldiers  to  search  and  report;  and  that  on 
reaching  the  coast  of  Yucatan  a  storm  had  obliged 
the  explorer  to  part  with  his  anchor  and  return  to 
Cuba.*     Before  the  return  of   Olid,  Alvarado   had 

these  things.  Other  authors  give  widely  different  acconnts  of  Grijalva's 
return,  most  of  them  taking  nim  at  once  from  Tonald  to  Matanzas,  but 
allowing  forty  days  for  the  voyage.  Oviedo  dates  Grijalva's  arrival  at  the 
River  Goazacoalco  July  9;  at  De^ado,  August  17 ;  at  Champoton,  September 
1 ;  San  Ldzaro,  September  5,  and  Matanzas,  October  8,  wMch  is  too  early, 
according  to  the  date  of  Cortes'  instructions. 

*  Oviedo  says  that  Olid  went  to  Cozumel  and  took  possession  of  the  island, 
thinking  he  had  disoovered  it;  then  coasting  north  and  westward  to  a  port, 
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arrived  with  the  gold  and  good  tidings  from  the 
armada,  which  gave  the  governor  unbounded  joy. 
Grijalva  had  yet  to  learn,  however,  how  Alvarado, 
not  forgetting  the  censure  bestowed  on  him  for  dis- 
obedience, had  not  failed  to  color  the  conduct  of  his 
commander  to  suit  his  own  ends.  Grijalva's  repeated 
refusals  to  colonize  were  paraded  as  tho  gross  mis- 
takes of  a  stubborn  and  spiritless  man;  the  coolness 
and  bravery  displayed  at  Champoton  were  made  to 
appear  as  reckless  imprudence;  and  as  the  governor 
thought  of  the  danger  to  which  his  adventure  had 
there  been  subjected,  he  became  alarmed.  "  Had  I 
lost  all,"  he  muttered,  "it  would  have  been  a  just 
penalty  for  sending  such  a  fool."  And  now  both 
jDdvila  and  Montejo  poured  fresh  poison  into  the  eai* 
of  the  governor  respecting  his  nephew,  in  revenge 
for  similar  fancied  injuries;  so  that  when  Grijalva 
reported  himself  to  Velazquez  at  Santiago,  he  was 
told  to  go  his  way,  since  the  governor  had  no  further 
use  for  him. 

Indeed,  this  line  of  action  had  been  for  some 
time  determined  on.  Immediately  upon  the  arrival 
of  Alvarado,  a  new  expedition  had  been  planned,  in 
which  Grijalva  was  not  to  participate.  The  latter 
was  hurt,  almost  to  death.  He  had  conferred  a 
great  benefit  on  this  Tiberius  of  an  uncle;  but  as 
aftection  is  heightened  by  the  conferring  of  benefits, 
so  it  is  often  lessened  by  the  acceptance  of  them. 
Not  long  after,  Juan  de  Salcedo  was  sent  to  Santo 
Domingo  for  permission  to  colonize  New  Spain,  and 
Benito  Martin,  chaplain  and  man  of  business,  was 
despatched  to  Spain  ^^  with  a  full  account  of  the  dis- 

Laguna  de  T^rminos,  and  finding  no  traces  of  Grijalx'a,  and  haying  lost  his 
anchors,  he  returned  to  Matanzas  eight  days  before  Grijalva;  but  in  this 
statement  he  is  sustained  neither  by  his  contemporaries  nor  by  his  own  col- 
lateral statements.  Velazquez'  instructions  to  Cortes  are  dated  the  23d  of 
October,  at  which  time  neither  Olid  nor  Grijalva  had  returned,  since  Cort^a  is 
told  to  search  for  them ;  both  arrived,  however,  before  he  sailed. 

'"  It  was  in  May,  1519,  according  to  Ovie<io,  that  Benito  Martin — some 
call  him  Martinez — sailed  for  Spain,  Grijalva  having  arrived  at  Santiago  late 
in  the  October  previous.  By  reference  to  a  Velazquez  memorial,  in  iv.  233-4, 
Col.  Doc.  Inid.y  we  find  that  before  this,  upon  the  strength  of  Cordoba's  dis- 
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the  unscrupulous  positiveness  inseparable  here  from 
permanent  success.  He  was  resolute  in  overcoming 
diflSculties,  and  he  was  strong  and  shrewd  enough  in 
the  prosecution  of  any  high  enterprise,  particiSarly 
so. long  as  fortune  favored  him;  but  he  was  no  match 
for  the  subtle-minded  of  his  own  nation,  who  over- 
whelmed him  in  their  show  of  learning,  backed  by 
imposing  forms.  All  contemporary  writers  speak 
well  of  him;  Ukewise  all  the  chroniclers,  except  Go- 
mara,  who  permits  chivalry  no  place  save  in  his  pet 
and  patron,  Cortds.  The  soldier  Bernal  Diaz  pro- 
nounces him  a  most  worthy  officer.  The  historians 
Oviedo  and  Herrera  call  him  a  comely  man,  thor- 
oughly loyal,  and  never  backward  at  fighting.  Yet 
we  are  told  that  some  censured  him,  while  others 
cursed  him  outright  for  his  conscientiousness,  be- 
cause he  did  not  break  orders  and  seize  opportu- 
nity. So  ready  were  they  to  engage  in  the  fallacious 
argument  that  it  was  right  to  do  wrong  if  good 
might  come  of  it.  To  disobey  Velazquez,  they  said, 
was  to  break  no  divine  law;  forgetting  that  the  gov- 
ernor derived  his  authority  from  the  king,  and  the 
king  from  the  Almighty.  Of  a  truth,  when  force 
alone  is  the  standard  of  right,  then  honesty  is  not 
the  best  policy.  For  a  time  he  carried  himself  with 
a  brave  front,  conscious  of  his  integrity,  yet  we  may 
say  he  was  laid  low  forever  by  the  blow  misfortune 
here  gave   him."     Meanwhile   patience,  good  gov- 

'^Las  Casas  saw  him  at  Santo  Domingo  in  1523.  He  was  reduced  to 
penury.  Proceeding  thence  to  Panamd,  he  was  sent  by  Pedrarias  to  Nicaragua, 
where  he  was  killed.  So  perished  the  best  and  morally  bravest  of  cavaliers, 
while  unscrupulous  tricksters  flourished.  Prior  to  his  departure  from  Cuba, 
however,  and  notwithstanding  the  vile  treatment  of  the  governor,  at  Velaz- 
quez' request,  Grijalva  wrote  a  narrative  of  his  expedition,  which  was  lost  by 
Oviedo  m  its  transmission  to  the  king.  It  is  embodied,  however,  in  sub- 
stance, iu  Ovkdoy  i.  502-37.  One  of  the  most  original  and  complete  accounts 
of .  Grijalva's  expedition  extant  is  that  by  the  priest  Juan  Diaz,  Itinera  to 
de  Larmntfi  del  lie  Cathollco  in  India  verso  la  Iso'a  de  lucfuUhan  dd  anm^ 
M.  D.  X  VIII,  alia  qual  /ti  Pi-esklente  <C-  Capilan  Generale  loan  de  Grisahn; 
el  (jual  c  facto  per  el  capellajio  marjfjior  de  dicta  Armaia  a  sua  AUezza^ 
published  in  Italian,  at  Venice,  in  1520,  in  French  by  Temaux-Compans,  in 
1838,  the  former  being  copied  and  quoted  in  manuscript  by  Prescott.  The 
issue  at  Venice  was  as  the  second  part  of  the  Itinerario  de  Lvdovico  de  varthema 
Boloipveae  itello  E<jUtOy  iiella  Soriay  etc.,  and  was  there  begun.  Qui  comincia  lo 
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Before  the  return  of  Grijalva,  interest  in  the  new 
expedition  had  ah-eady  raised  itself  into  a  whirl  of 
excitement;  and  as  volunteers  pressed  forward,  the 
captaincy  became  an  apple  of  discord  among  aspirants. 
Chief  among  these  were  Vasco  Porcallo  a  near  rela- 
tive of  the  count  of  Feria,  Antonio  Velazquez,"  and 
Bernardino  Velazquez,  the  last  two  kinsmen  of  the 
governor.  Another  was  Baltasar  Bermudez,^^  from 
Velazquez'  own  town,  and  his  intimate  friend.  None 
of  these  suited.  Then  followed  for  the  governor  nights 
of  troubled  dreams  and  days  of  irritable  indecision. 
It  was  a  peculiar  personage  Velazquez  wanted.  He 
must  be,  in  Mexico,  courageous,  wise,  and  prudent;  in 
Cuba,  obedient,  teachable.  He  must  be  able  to  com- 
mand men,  to  brave  the  proudest  barbarian,  and  so 
fired  by  enthusiasm  in  the  field  as  cheerfully  to  endure 
hardships  and  risk  life;  his  work  successfully  accom- 
plished, he  must  return  humbly  to  Santiago,  and  lay 
his  trophies  at  the  feet  of  his  master.  Grijalva  was 
most  nearly  such  a  man;  but  he  lacked  that  subtle 
second  sense  which  should  tell  him  when  it  was  the 
governor's  pleasure  to  have  his  orders  disobeyed.  Por- 
callo was  competent,  but  Velazquez  was  afraid  of  him. 
He  was  scarcely  farther  from  the  throne  than  himself; 
and  in  reporting  any  important  conquest  to  the  king 
would  prove  the  greater  of  the  two.  The  relatives 
present  were  worse,  if  anything,  than  Grijalva;  be- 
sides, they  had  no  means,  and  to  this  position  the  suc- 
cessful aspirant  must  bring  money  as  well  as  courage 
and  discretion.  Bermudez  might  be  eligible,  but  for 
his  services,  in  braving  the  dangers,  and  bringing  the 
results  of  the  expedition  to  Velazquez,  he  had  the 

Mrx.y  77-8;  Touron,  Hist.  Oen.  Am.,  iii.  58-78;  Bussierre,  V Empire  Mex., 
193-9;  Sandoval,  Hist,  Carlos  V,,  i.  161-2;  CorUSy  Hist.  Mex.,  30-110;  Cawipe, 
HK  Desi-ub.  Am,,  ii.  7-19;  CorUs,  Aveii,  y  Conq.,  12-13;  Stephens*  lucid,  of 
Travel  in  Yuc,  ii.  366-9;  Drake's  Voy.,  161-3;  HarVs  Tabasco,  4-5;  La  Crvz, 
V.  541-4;  NouvellesAn,  des  Voy,,  xcvii.  30-1,  and  clxiv.  101;  and  Marai,  Conq, 
di  Mess.,  1-3. 

^*  Called  Borrego,  says  Torquemada,  i.  361.  Bemal  Diaz  gives  Borrcgo  as 
the  second  surname. 

*^  Bemal  Diaz  says  Augustin  Bermudez. 
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whatsoever  his  strength  permitted,  it  was  right  for 
him  to  do.  He  waa  a  sort  of  Mephistopheles,  decked 
in  maimers  and  guided  by  knowledge.  Besides  the 
world,  he  knew  books,  and  how  to  make  somewhat  of 
them.  Earnestly  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  chm^ch, 
many  of  his  acts  yet  met  with  its  most  unquaUfied 
condemnation.  Possessed  of  vehement  aspirations,  his 
ambition  was  of  the  aggressive  kind;  not  like  that  of 
Velazquez,  mercenary  and  timid.  Like  Tigellinus 
Sophonius,  it  was  to  his  pleasing  person  and  unscru- 
pulous character  that  the  alcalde  owed  his  rise  from 
overty  and  obscurity;  and  now,  like  Phaethon,  if 
br  one  day  he  might  drive  the  governor's  sun-chariot 
across  the  heavens,  it  would  be  his  own  fault  if  he 
were  not  a  made  man.  This  much  at  this  time  we 
may  say  of  Hernan^  Cortes,  for  such  was  the  al- 
calde's name;  which  is  more  than  he  could  say  for 
himself,  not  knowing  himself  as  we  know  him,  and 
more  than  his  associates  could  say  of  him.  Here- 
after as  his  character  develops  we  shall  become  further 
acquainted  with  him.  It  is  as  diflficult  to  detect  the 
full-grown  plant  in  a  seed  as  in  a  stone,  and  yet  the 
seed  will  become  a  great  tree,  while  the  stone  remains 
a  stone. 

And  so,  with  the  aid  of  his  loving  friends  Duero 
and  Ldres,  whose  deft  advice  worked  successfully  on 
the  plastic  mind  of  Velazquez,  and  because  he  pos- 
sessed some  money  and  many  friends,  as  well  as 
courage  and  wisdom,  the  alcalde  of  Santiago  was 
proclaimed  captain-general  of  the  expedition."     And 

''  Heman,  Hernando,  Feman,  Fernando,  Ferdinando.  The  names  are  one. 
With  no  special  preference,  I  employ  the  first,  used  by  the  best  writers. 
Among  the  early  authorities,  Soils,  the  Spanish  translator  of  De  Rebus  Oestis 
Ftrdinandi  Cortesii,  and  many  others,  write  Hernan;  Pizarro  y  Orellaua, 
Varones  llvslreSt  Feman ;  Bemal  Diaz  and  Oviedo,  Hernando ;  Gomara,  Fer- 
nando. In  accordance  with  the  Spanish  usage  of  adding  the  mother's  surname, 
he  is  sometimes,  though  rarely,  called  Cort^  y  Pizarro.  For  portrait  and 
signature  I  refer  the  reader  to  Alaman,  JHsert.,  i.  app.  i.  15-16 ;  portrait  as  an 
old  man;  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  6-8;  PrtscotCs  Mex.y  iiL  1;  Id.,  (ed. 
Mex.,  1846,  iii.  210-11);  ArminAlte  Mex.,  82,  plate  from  the  painting  in  the 
Goncepcion  Hospital  at  Mexico ;  MarcJi  y  Labores,  Marina  EspaHola^  i.  466. 
"  In  making  out  the  commission  Duero  stretched  every  point  in  favor  of 
his  friend,  naming  him  captain-general  of  lands  discovered  and  to  be  dis- 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  HERO  OF  THE  CONQUEST. 

BiBTHPLAOB  OF  HeBNAK  COBT]ftS— HiS  CoiONa  OOHPBNSATOBT  FOB  THE  DbVIL- 
SKNT   LUTHEB— PaBKNTAGB— HkBNAN  A  SiCKLT   ChILD — SaINT  PeTEB 

HIS  Patbon— H«  IS  Sent  to  Salamanca— Retubns  Home— Thinks  of 

C6BD0BA  AND  ItALY — AnD  OF  OVANDO  AND  THE  INDIES — ChOOSBS  THE 

Lattebt— Nabbow  Esoxpe  dubino  a  Love  Inteioub— -Ovando  Sails 
without  Him — Cobt^  Ooes  to  Valencxa — Is  thebe  III — Rettxbns 
Home— Finally  Sails  fob  the  Indies— His  Reception  at  Santo 
Domingo — He  Fights  Indians  undeb  Velazquez,  and  is  Given  an 
Encomdenda— €k>Es  to  Cuba  with  Velazquez— Makes  Love  to  Cata- 
UNA  SuABEZ— But  Declines  to  Mabey— Velazquez  Insists— CobtAs 
Rebels — Seizubes,  iMPBisoNMEins,  Escapes,  and  Reconciliation. 

Let  us  now  look  into  the  life  of  this  Cuban  magis- 
trate, so  suddenly  raised  to  prominence. 

Medellin,  a  small  town  of  Estremadura,  Spain,  was 
the  birthplace  of  Heman  Cortes,  and  1485  the  year 
in  which  he  was  bom — miraculously  bom,  as  Men- 
dieta  and  others  believe,  and  perhaps  by  way  of  com- 
pensation for  the  appearing  about  this  time  of  Martin 
liuther.^     The  shade  of  Montezuma,  peradventure, 

'  Indeed,  to  make  the  miracle  perfect  in  all  its  details,  a  little  warping  of 
the  facts  is  perhaps  allowable.  So  when  the  zealous  chroniclers  bring  into 
the  world  the  same  year,  the  same  day,  eyen  the  self-same  hour,  these  two 
^reat  champions  for  the  souls  of  men,  we  should  not  be  too  critical,  though 
m  truth  there  were  two  years  difference  in  their  ages.  '  Y  asl,  no  carece  de 
misterio  que  el  mismo  afio  que  Lutero  naci6  en  Islebio,  *  that  is  to  say  Eisleben, 
*  villa  de  Sajonia,  naci6  Hernando  Cortes  en  Medellin,  villa  de  Espafia;  aquel 
para  tnrbar  el  mtmdo  y  meter  debajo  de  la  bandera  del  demonio  a  muchos  de 
loe  fieles  que  de  padres  v  abuelos  y  muchos  tiempos  atras  eran  cat61icos,  y  este 
para  traer  al  gremio  de  la  Iglesia  mfinita  multitud  de  gentes  que  porafios  sin 
cnento  habian  estado  debajo  del  poder  de  Satands  envueltos  en  vicios  y  ciegos 
con  la  idolatria.*  Maidieta^  Hv4,  Ecies.j  174-5.  Pizarro  y  Orellana  will  not 
be  outdone  by  any  one  in  zeal  or  mendacity.  *  Naci6  este  Xlustre  Varon  el 
dia  mismo  que  aquella  bestia  infernal,  el  Periido  Heresiarca  Lutero,  sali6 
al  mundo.  *  Varones  Ilvatres^  (56.  Bemal  Diaz  is  the  first  authority  on  the  ques- 
tion of  age.     'Eln  el  afio  que  passamos  con  Cort^  dende  Cuba,*  he  writes 
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might  deny  that  his  was  the  advent  of  a  new  Messiah, 
though  the  deluded  monarch,  at  the  first,  sorrowfully 
hailed  him  as  such.  The  father,  Martin  Cortds  y 
Monroy,  was  of  that  poor  but  prolific  class  who  filled 
Spain  toward  the  close  of  the  Moorish  wars,  and 
who,  although  nothing  in  particular,  were  neverthe- 
less permitted  to  call  themselves  hidalgos,  sons  of 
something.  Some  give  him  the  title  of  escudero, 
others  place  him  still  higher  in  the  scale  of  fighting 
men.  The  mother,  Catalina  Pizarro  v  Altamirano, 
Ukewise,  with  poverty,  claimed  noble  blood.* 

Heman  was  a  sickly  child,  and  probably  would 
have  died  had  not  his  good  nurse,  Maria  de  Est^van, 

Hist,  Verdad,,  233,  *a  la  Nueva  Espafia,  fue  el  de  quinientos  y  diez  y  naene 
afios,  y  entoncea  solia  dezir  estando  en  con versacion  de  todos  nosotros  loa  com- 
pa&eros  que  con  ^1  passamos,  que  aula  treynta  y  quatro  alios,  y  veynte  y  ocho 
que  auian  passado  haata  que  murio,  que  son  sesenta  y  dos  auos.*  While  agree- 
ing with  Bemal  Diaz  in  the  date  of  CJort^s'  death,  December  2, 1547,  Gomara 
says  he  was  then  sixty-three.  From  his  false  premise  Mendieta  elaborates  a 
comparison  between  Luther  and  Cortes,  dwelling  with  pious  pathos  on  the 
holocaust  of  himum  yictims  offered  up  at  the  consecration  of  the  great  Aztec 
temple  at  Mexico,  which  deed,  he  coolly  states,  was  committed  on  the  day 
Cortes  was  bom.  For  the  facts,  see  BiincrofCa  Native  RaceSf  t.  5,  439-40. 
Without  taking  the  trouble  to  test  Mendieta's  statement,  Torquemada,  i.  340-1, 
carries  the  miraculous  still  further.  Following  the  heaven-descended  Cort^ 
in  his  piratical  raid  on  Mexico,  he  sees  the  hand  of  God  in  the  finding  of 
Aguilar,  who,  like  Aaron,  was  to  be  the  mouthpiece  of  his  chief,  in  the  alli- 
ances with  native  states,  and  in  the  great  victories  and  hair-breadth  escapes 
of  the  conqueror,  fighting  under  the  oanner  of  the  cross. 

^According  to  the  7'esUmonio  de  Bidalf/uia  de  GortiSy  in  CoL  Doc.  Inid.^ 
iv.  23S-9,  the  names  of  the  mother's  parents  were  Diego  Altamirano  and  Leonor 
Sanchez  Pizarro,  which  would  reverse  her  surnames,  and  make  the  son  a  Cort^ 
y  Altamirano.  But  Gomara,  De  Rebun  Oest'm  Ferdinandi  Corlesii^  and  other 
authorities,  do  not  accept  this  form.  This  important  document,  however,  the 
Testimonio,  establishes  the  fact  that  both  parents  were  hidalgos,  *gozando 
de  los  oficios  que  gozan  los  hijosdalgo  en . . .  Medellin.  *  Some  historians  strain 
themselves  to  make  Cortds  the  scion  of  a  Roman  family,  or  even  of  a  king  of 
Lombardy  and  Tuscany,  whose  descendants  entered  Spain  during  Gothic 
rule.  Those  who  have  tastes  in  that  direction  may  consult  SicmuSj  Viris 
IllusL,  141;  A  nales  de  A  ragon,  ui,  xiv.;  Pizarro  y  Orellana^  Varones  Ilvstres, 
67.  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  11,  who  claimed  acquaintance  with  the  family, 
slurs  their  pretensions  to  high  origin.  *Ambos  nijosdalgo  sin  ra^a'  is  the 
qualification  in  Sandoval,  Nisi.  Carlos  K.,  i.  160.  No  doubt  the  parents  of 
Cortes  were  respectable  and  amiable  people,  but  to  attempt  to  make  of  them 
other  than  they  were  is  folly.  *  Catharinia  namque  probitate,  pudicitid.  et  in 
conjugem  amore,  nulli  aetatis  suae  feminae  cessit.*  De  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdinandi 
Cortfsiiy  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  310-11.  This  document  refers  to  Martin 
Cortes  as  *  le\'is  armaturae  equitum  quinquaginta  dux  fuerit,'  on  which  evi- 
dence Prescott  makes  the  man  a  captain  when  he  is  only  a  lieutenant,  which 
yet  more  clearly  appears  by  Gomara,  who  states,  Hist.  Mex,,  4,  that  he  was 
a  '  teniente  de  vrm  compafiia  de  Ginetes.* 
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secured  in  his  behalf  Saint  Peter,  thenceforth  his 
patron.'  With  his  mother's  milk  he  drank  courage* 
and  intelligence,  and  he  was  schooled  in  the  virtues 
and  the  vices  of  the  day.  In  his  youth  he  was  head- 
strong, but  chivah-ous,  and  he  revelled  in  his  supe- 
riority over  other  boys.  The  brain- ferment,  chronin 
througliout  his  life,  set  ia  at  an  early  day.  He  was 
keenly  sensitive  to  disgrace.  As  he  developed  sotne- 
what  of  archness  and  duplicity,  ho  was  deemed  beiit 
fitted  for  the  profession  of  the  law.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  accordingly ^  with  such  preparation  as  the 
slender  meana  of  tlie  father  would  allow,  ho  was  scut 
to  Salamanca,  whose  university,  though  past  the 
seiiith  of  its  fame,  was  still  the  leadinnr  seat  of  learn- 
ing  for  conservative  Spain.  Two  years  of  restraint 
and  intellectual  drudger}^  during  which  time  he  lived 
\Yith  his  fathers  brother-in-hiw,  Nuucs  de  Valcra, 
sufficed  to  send  liini  tiome  surfeited  with  learning,  to 
the  {]freat  disappointment  of  his  family.''  A  frolicsome 
and  somewhat  turbulent  disposition,  more  marked 
sineo  liis  college  career  than  previously,  made  his  re- 
turn all  the  more  unwelcome.     Not  that  his  studies, 

'  T!io  nurao  ^as  a  '  v©2;lna  do  OliuaT^  and  ber  method  of  cbooaiuj  a  patron 
naa  characteristic  of  the  limea.  *  La  deuocion  fue  ecliar  en  suertej^  loa  doze 
iipoatoloSi  y  darlca  por  auognJo  ul  po^trero  ij  SiiLicsae,  y  sidia  sail  Ft^drD,  Ka 
eujo  nOhro  kc  dixcrou  cicrtJia  luissas  y  oracioncSi  cou  liL3  ijmilca  plugo  a  Dioa 
^  fanatic.  *  (?ojn«r^,  //iW/.  Mfx. ,  4. 

*AEd  Vimno  y  Or^jlhrna,  Varoneji  Hvjitrcii,  GLV-fift,  mduleea  m  a,  IcngtUy 
dlmertation  upon  tho  eflbct  of  niothera'  milk  on  heroes.  ' Ciiolo  a  sua  ptichoa 
DofiA  C&tnlinA  Pizarro  an  madi^ :  y  a  la<  generosidiul  desCc  kctiL^hiio  atribuye 
llArineD  e  SieiJo  su  gmn  valur,  y  \i.rfcud.^ 

*  Fizarro  y  Otelianan,  V^trotufi  fftvtrt'j^t  GT^  atatea  tliat  ho  was  stipportt'd  at 
Qollege  by  Monpoy  oj^d  llodriguez.  It  ib  possible  ttiat  his  proud  spirit  chfifc^d 
trnder  tlai^  dcpe^ndeiice,  or  that  he  fi^lt  too  deeply  his  position  w&  a  poor  Btudeut 
among  the  -WKalfcliy  yontli  there  congregated;  or  ih^t  this  aid  was  withdrawn 
owitt^  tu  t!ie  turbulent  ckaxacter  hero  developed  by  the  young  man,  Theso 
views  find  support  in  Oonmra^  UhL  Mex.^  4:  '  Holufosc  ii  MedelUn,  harto  o 
arrepentido  de  e«tudiar,  oquiifa  falto  de  dincroa,*  While  adndttiug  the  xvant 
both  of  mQiiey  and  iiielliiatiou  for  atady«  TtiniuBuiada,  i.  ;M5,  etatea  tliat  a 
qn&rtim  fever  came  on  as  he  waa  preparing  for  the  »tndy  of  law^  ant  J  Wn-ia  the 
^blaf  Cftaae  of  bis  Ijoaving  the  coUefTQ.  Laa  Casu£,  lliM,  Jud.,  iv.  11,  j^vea  him 
tbe  imnoni  of  a  boehiUer»  and  iw  having  studjod  Inw,  both  of  which  statetiieula 
*PB  tmllkelyf  coiiflidcring  his  short  L-ourJ^e.  *Aprendiciido  gramiitiai^  injijlitv-?  e;^ 
ocraEVc  of  study  in  Ijitiji  and  Greek,  asi  well  aa  rhetoric,  which  it  rcquirt'd 
thrtse  yo»T»  to  ooraplete*  Pinu  ile  Ejif^udwji  df  hi  Uidi^^rnidwi  de  SidariVinvaf 
^UdttHi  by  FokoTn,  in  Vvrfr^^  Uf/qtaf'^heJi,  10.  Aeeoi'ding  to  Penilti^,  '  asento 
OQU  un  enmbonOj  *  * . ,  y  apr^ndio  a  L^ert'ljb^  *  t;te.  in  Yulladolid,    XuL  Hki,  ^  50. 
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despite  his  aversion  to  them,  had  been  wholly  ne- 
glected; he  could  boast  a  smatter  of  Latin,  which 
indeed  proved  of  advantage  afterward,  giving  him  in- 
fluence over  many  of  those  with  whom  he  associated. 
He  had  also  acquired  some  knowledge  of  rhetoric,  as 
is  manifest  in  his  letters  and  occasional  verses.*  At 
present,  however,  his  intellectual  talents  were  em- 
ployed only  in  scribbling  rhymes  in  aid  of  amorous 
intrigues,  which  were  now  his  chief  pursuit.  Hence 
when  arms  possessed  his  fancy  the  parents  did  not 
repine,  but  were  only  too  glad  for  him  to  enter  ser- 
vice, as  he  seemed  inclined,  under  the  Gran  Capitan, 
who  was  just  then  alluring  to  his  standard  the  chiv- 
alry of  Spain  by  brilliant  achievements  in  Italy. 
There  was,  however,  the  glitter  of  gold  in  the  Indies, 
and  the  appointment  of  Nicolds  de  Ovando,^  as  gov- 
ernor, turned  the  youth's  vacillating  mind  in  that 
direction. 

Cortds  had  concluded  to  accompany  the  new  gov- 
ernor, when  one  night,  just  before  the  sailing  of  the 
fleet,  an  accident  intervened.  .  While  engaged  in  one 
of  his  intrigues  he  had  occasion  to  climb  a  courtyard 
wall  to  gain  the  lady's  apartment.  The  wall  crum- 
bling beneath  his  weight  threw  him  to  the  ground, 
and  the  noise  brought  to  the  door  of  an  adjoining 
house  a  blustering  Benedick,  who,  perceiving  the  sit- 
uation of  the  gallant,  and  suspecting  his  own  newly 
made  wife,  drew  the  sword  with  bloody  intent.  At 
the  prayer  of  the  suspected  wife's  mother,  however, 
the  husband  suspended  vengeance.  Before  the  scape- 
grace recovered  from  a  fever  brought  on  by  the 
bruises  received  in  this  fall,  the  fleet  of  Ovando  had 
sailed. 

*  Verses  which  were  tolerably  good,  and  even  procured  him  some  fame. 
Ancdes,  220.  '  Quando  hablana  con  Letrados,  y  hombres  Latinos,  respondia  & 
lo  que  le  dezian  en  Latin.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Vfrdad.,  238.  The  combined 
qualities  of  scholar  and  general  have  called  up  a  not  inappropriate  comparison 
between  Cortes  and  CsBsar.    See  Helps*  Span,  Conq.y  and  other  authorities. 

^  Some  claim  him  for  a  relative  of  Cortes.  See  Pizarro  y  OrellanoL,  Varones 
Jlvatres,  70;  SoliSy  Hist,  Mex,,  L  45;  De  Rebus  Cftstis  Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  in 
Icazbalceta,  Col,  Doc,,i.  312. 
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After  this,  Cortes  thought  again  of  Italy,  and  went 
to  Valencia  to  place  himself  under  C6rdoba,  but  once 
more  illness  overtook  him,  this  time  accompanied  by 
destitution,  and  he  returned  to  Medellin  somewhat 
sobered.®  Thus  another  year  was  idled  away;  but 
notwithstanding  his  foUies,  the  youthful  cavaUer,  who 
was  now  nineteen,  displayed  many  fine  quaUties.  As 
he  approached  manhood  his  health  improved,  and  form 
and  features  became  more  pleasing.  Though  proud  in 
his  bearing,  and  of  quick  perceptions,  and  high-spirited 
in  temper,  he  sought  to  school  his  tongue,  and  to 
practise  discretion  in  the  use  of  his  sword.  Native  to 
him  were  generosity  and  amiability.  The  quaUties  of 
his  heart  were  noble;  the  vices  were  those  of  his  time 
and  station.  Yet  he  lacked  the  moral  fibre  which 
should  be  interwoven  with  the  good  impulses  of  every 
rich,  sensitive  nature,  and  this  want  could  not  be 
made  up  by  repeating  prayers  and  singing  psalms, 
wherein  Gomara  describes  him  as  efficient. 

The  pinching  economy  to  which  Cortes  was  reduced 
made  his  present  frequent  visions  of  the  Indies  appear 
only  the  brighter;  and  when,  in  1504,  a  fleet  of  five 
ships  was  announced  to  sail  for  Espanola,  he  deter- 
mined to  delay  no  longer.  With  little  else  than  his 
father's  blessing  he  proceeded  to  Seville,  and  took 
passage  with  Alonso  Quintero,  master  of  one  of  the 
vessels,  who  fancied  himself  shrewder  than  other  men, 
and  shrewder  than  he  was.  Thinking  to  overreach 
his  brother  captains  in  whose  company  he  sailed,  and 
to  secure  at  Espanola  the  first  market  for  his  merchan- 
dise, he  stole  forth  one  night  from  the  Canary  Isles, 
where  the  squadron  had  touched  for  supplies.  A  gale 
dismasted  his  vessel  on  reaching  the  open  sea,  and 
sent  him  back  to  port.  The  others  agreed  to  await 
his  repairs,  which  generosity  Quintero  repaid  by  seek- 
ing a  second  time  to  take  advantage  of  them  by  going 

•  *  Anduvo  86  a  la  flor  del  berro,  aun  q  no  sin  trabajos  y  necessidadea 
cerca  de  vu  aflo. '  Oomaray  *Hist.  Mex. ,  5.  *  Squandered  his  means  at  Valencia 
with  bad  companions/  is  the  term  used  in  Sajidoval,  HisL  Carlos^  L  161. 
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before,  and  his  treachery  was  a  second  time  punished 
by  the  winds,  aided,  indeed,  by  the  pilot,  who  was  at 
enmity  with  the  captain,  and  who  threw  the  ship  from 
her  course  during  the  night  so  that  the  reckoning  was 
lost.  The  usual  suflferings  are  related;  and,  in  answer 
to  prayer,  we  are  told  of  a  miraculous  interposition. 
On  Good  Friday,  when  all  hope  had  been  abandoned, 
there  was  seen  poised  above  the  ship  a  dove,  which 
presently  dropped  down  and  rested  on  the  mast.®  How- 
ever this  might  have  been,  we  are  credibly  informed 
that  the  wind  subsided  and  the  ship  proceeded  on  her 
voyage.  Finally,  on  reaching  his  destination,  Quintero 
found  the  other  ships  snugly  riding  at  anchor,  their 
cargoes  having  been  profitably  disposed  of  several 
days  before. 

The  governor  being  absent,  his  secretary,  Medina, 
received  Cortds  kindly,  and  pointed  him  the  common 
highway  to  fortune.  "Register  yourself  a  citizen,"  he 
said.  "Promise  not  to  leave  the  island  for  five  years, 
and  you  shall  have  lands  and  Indians;  after  the  ex- 
piration of  your  time  you  may  go  where  you  choose." 
Cortes  answered:  "I  want  gold,  not  work;  and  neither 
in  this  island  nor  in  any  other  place  will  I  promise  to 
remain  so  long."  He  thought  better  of  it,  however, 
and  on  the  return  of  Ovando  he  presented  himself, 
and  was  induced  to  settle.  Not  long  after  an  Indian 
revolt  called  Diego  Velazquez,  Ueutenant  of  Ovando, 
into  the  field,  and  Cortes  hastened  to  join  the  expedi- 
tion. The  coolness  and  ability  displayed  in  this  short 
campaign  won  for  him  the  admiration  and  esteem 
aUke  of  chief  and  comrades.  ^^  His  reward  was  an  en- 
comienda  of  Indians  in  the  Daiguao  country,  together 
with  the  notaryship  of  the  new  town  of  Azua.  For 
the  next  six  years  he  was  occupied  in  husbandry  and 

*Torqaemada,  i.  346,  sees  in  the  bird  a  messenger  from  God  to  conduct 
safely  his  chosen  instrument  for  converting  the  natives  of  the  New  World. 
Pizarro  y  Orellana,  Varones  IlvstreSy  69-70,  recognizes  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
assumed  this  form,  and  comments  on  similar  appearances  elsewhere.  How 
goodly  a  thing  is  faith ! 

^°Ue  assisted  in  the  pacification  of  Higne,  Bauruco,  Daiguao,  lutagna, 
Jaragud,  and  Amguayagua.  CorUs,  Memoi-ial,  in  Col.  Doc.  IvM.^  iv.  220. 
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punishment  many  gallantries,  but  he  had  not  been 
settled  long  in  Cuba  before  he  found  a  more  serious 
case  upon  his  hands. 

Among  those  who  had  settled  in  Cuba  was  a  family 
from  Granada,  Suarez  by  name,  consisting  of  a  widow, 
her  son  Juan,  and  three  daughters,  remarkable  for  their 
beauty.  They  had  come  with  the  vireyna  Maria  de 
Toledo,  and  Gomara  is  so  ungallant  as  to  say  that  their 
object  was  to  secure  rich  husbands.^*  Scores  of  hearts 
are  laid  at  their  feet,  but  the  marriage  obligation  is 
evaded  by  the  more  promising  men  of  the  colony,  for 
the  Suarez  family  has  a  somewhat  clouded  reputation. 
In  one  of  them  Velazquez  takes  a  tender  interest; 
some  say  he  marries  her."  Cortes  fancies  another; 
Catalina  is  her  name;  he  trifles  with  her  affections, 
obtains  her  favors,  promises  her  marriage,  and  then 
seeks  to  evade  the  issue.  The  brother  petitions  the 
virtuous  governor,  who  cannot  see  the  sister  of  his 
love  thus  wronged.  Velazquez  orders  Cortes  to  marry 
Catalina.  The  cavalier  refuses.  Enmity  arises  be- 
tween the  two  men,  and  without  difficulty  Cortds  is 
persuaded  by  certain  disaffected  to  join  a  cabal  against 
the  governor.  Nocturnal  meetings  are  held  at  the 
house  of  Cortds;  and  when  it  is  determined  to  lay 
their  fancied  grievances  before  the  authorities  at  Santo 

**  The  deceased  head  of  the  family  bore  the  name  of  Diego  Suarez  Pa- 
checo,  tho  mother  that  of  Maria  do  Marcaida,  also  wi*ongly  written  Mcrcaida. 
The  son,  Juan  Suarez,  tho  partner  of  Cortos  in  the  Cuban  encomienda,  after- 
ward settled  in  Mexico.  BernalDiaZj  Hist.  Verdad.  ,1^13.  See  also  Proceso 
de  Marcayda,  in  CorUs^  Remdencia,  ii.  333.     Pcralta,  the  son  of  Juan,  gives 

the  family  a  gonealoffy  of  high  order.   Not,  Hist. ,  57.    *  Suarez gente  pobre. ' 

Las  CasaSy  Hist.  Ind. ,  iv.  13.  *  Dofla  Catalina  Suarez  Pacheco  (the  daughter), 
doncella  noble  y  recatada.  *  Solis,  Hist.  Mex.,  i.  46,  and  Pizarro  y  Orellana, 
Varones  Ilvstres,  70,  also  write  Suarez,  Herrera  and  Gomara,  Xuarez.  The  lat- 
ter says  three  or  four  daughters,  Hi^ft.  Mex. ,  7,  but  it  seems  that  there  were 
four  children  in  all.  Those  who  write  the  more  common  form  of  Suarez  are 
more  explicit,  and  deserve  at  least  equal  credit  with  Gomara. 

'^  Velazquez  was  married  not  long  after  his  arrival  in  Cuba  to  the  daughter 
of  Contador  Cu^Uar.  The  bride  died  within  the  same  week.  Herrera,  dec, 
i.  lib.  ix.  cap.  Ix.  *  Velazquez  fauorecia  la  por  amor  de  otra  su  hermana,  q 
tenia  ruin  lama,  y  aun  el  era  demasiado  mugeril.*  Gomara^  Hist.  Mex,, 
7.  Delaporte,  JReisen,  x.  141-2,  assumes  that  Cortds  won  the  love  of  her  whom 
Velazquez  wished  to  possess;  while  Gordon,  Anc.  Mex.,  ii.  32,  supposes  that 
the  bride  had  been  the  object  of  Velazquez'  gallantry ;  hence  the  trouble. 
Folsom,  on  the  other  hand,  nmrries  one  of  the  Suarez  sisters  to  V^elazquez, 
and  calls  him  the  brother-in-law  of  Cort6s.     Cortes,  DespcUcItes,  9,  11-12. 
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Domingo,  Cortes  is  chosen  bearer  of  the  complaints.  ^* 
As  he  is  about  to  embark  on  his  perilous  mission,  to 
traverse  in  an  open  boat  eighteen  leagues  of  open 
ocean,  the  governor  hears  of  it,  seizes  the  envoy,  and 
sends  him  in  chains  to  the  fortress.  His  partisans 
are  likewise  imprisoned,  and  active  in  prefeiring 
charges  against  them  are  Bermudez,  the  two  Velaz- 
quez, Villegas,  and  Juan  Suarez.  Friends  intercede 
and  prevent  immediate  hanging."  Cortes  resolves  on 
escape.  With  some  difficulty  he  extricates  himself 
from  his  fetters,  seizes  the  sword  of  the  sleeping 
guard,  forces  the  window,  and  dropping  to  the  ground 
takes  refuge  in  the  church."  Velazquez,  enraged  at 
the  escape,  yet  not  daring  to  violate  the  privilege  of 
sanctuary,  resorts  to  artifice.  Introducing  some  sol- 
diers into  the  chapel  through  a  small  door  in  the 
rear,  the  blushing  Catalina  is  stationed  at  a  distance 
before  the  sacred  edifice  as  a  decoy.  The  lover  sees 
her;  the  dear  girl  wishes  to  speak  with  him,  but 
her  maidenly  modesty  forbids  her  nearer  approach. 
Cortes  rushes  forward  to  clasp  her  in  his  arms,  only 
to  be  seized  from  behind,  and  placed  under  a  strong 
guard  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel  bound  for  Espanola, 
where,  in  company  with  the  other  conspirators,  he  is 
to  undergo  trial.** 

*'  Gromara,  Hist,  Mex.,  7,  insists  that  Velazquez  had  no  motiye  for 
anger  except  the  refnsal  of  Cortes  to  marry.  The  meeting  of  conspirators 
at  his  house  gave  plausibility  to  the  charges  of  his  enemies.  By  others 
it  is  even  stated  that  at  these  meetings  Cort^  defended  the  ffoyemor 
fagainst  the  charges  of  the  conspirators  and  overruled  their  plots.  Ve  Behwt 
OeMis  Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  in  Icazbalceta,  CoL  Doc.,  i.  325-0.  The  prepon- 
derance of  evidence,  however,  is  against  this  supposition. 

^'  *  Estando  para  se  embarcar  en  una  canoa  de  indios  con  sus  papeles,  fu6 
Diego  Velazquez  avisado  y  h6zolo  prender  y  quisola  ahorcar.  *  Lcut  Casas,  Hist, 
Itid, ,  iv.  1 1 .  He  was  cast  in  the  fort  prison ,  lest  the  army  should  proclaim  him 
general.  *Timebat  ne  si  quis,'etc.  />< 
Icazbalceta,  CoL  Doc,  L  325  and  326-7. 


general.     *  Timebat  ne  si  quis, '  etc.  De  Rehua  Oestia  Ferdinajidi  Corteaii,  iu 


lould  pr< 
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**  In  De  Rebus  Oestia  Ferdinandi  Corteaiit  in  Iccu^balceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  326-7, 
it  is  related  that  Cort^  broke  the  ropes  holding  him  by  means  of  a  stick,  and 
filed  the  padlock  of  the  chains.  Seizing  a  bludgeon  he  advanced  on  the  sleep- 
ins  jailer,  resolved  to  break  his  head  if  he  moved.  But  Cristobal  de  Lagos 
eiuier  slept  or  pretended  not  to  hear  the  noise  as  Cortes  seized  the  sword 
and  shield  at  his  head.  Swinging  open  a  small  window,  Cortes  slid  down 
and  hurried  to  the  sanctuary,  ffiving  on  the  way  a  word  of  cheer  and  advice 
to  the  conspirators  who  were  held  within  the  prison. 

^^  *  Cort^ tuuo  por  cierto  q  lo  embiariA  a  santo  Domingo  o  a  Espafia.' 

Hist.  tSxs..,  Vol.  I.    4 
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Sympathy  for  Cortx^s  increases  with  his  misfortunes, 
und  aid  is  furnished  for  a  second  escape.  The  shackles 
are  removed,  and  exchanging  clothes  with  an  attend- 
ant, he  mounts  the  upper  deck,*^  strolls  carelessly  about 
watching  his  opportunity  until  he  gains  the  skiff;  then 
cutting  loose  the  boat  of  another  vessel  near  by,  to  pre- 
vent pursuit,  he  pulls  lustily  toward  Baracoa.  The 
boat  becomes  unmanageable,  he  plunges  into  the  water, 
swims  ashore,  and  once  more  gains  the  sanctuary.^ 

Cortds  was  sensible  enough  now  to  perceive  that 
he  had  involved  himself  more  deeply  than  a  trifling 
love  affair  would  justify,  and  that  possibly  he  might 
best  rid  himself  of  the  charming  Catalina  by  marry- 
ing her.  Once  determined  on  this  course,  he  called 
to  him  the  brother,  Juan  Suarez,  and  informed  him  of 
his  doleful  resolve.  Meanwhile  the  constant  impor- 
tunities of  powerful  friends,  and  the  need  of  Cortes' 
services  in  an  Indian  outbreak,  induced  Velazquez  to 
make  overtures  of  reconciliation;  but  Cortes  met  him 

OomarOf  Hist.  Mex,,  7.  There  would  have  been  no  reasons  for  his  fears  on 
this  score,  if  he  possessed  papers  implicating  Velazquez,  as  Gonuira  states. 
Another  version  is  that  the  alcaldes  imposed  a  heavy  sentence  on  Cort^, 
after  his  capture,  and  that  Velazquez,  on  being  appealed  to  by  Duero  and 
others,  was  noble-minded  enough  to  grant  a  pardon.  He  discharged  him  from 
his  seryicet  however,  and  had  him  placed  on  board  a  ship  for  Espafiola. 
Torfjurmada,  i.  34 S.  llerrcra  pnys  tliat  rutiiliiia  UvlhI  ntiir  tho  ^^huixjhi  ^»d 
wLile.  Cortc-ju  wa,^  Diaking  luvy  Ut  btrr  .in  ali^\ia<^il  xiaiiu"-!!  Juan  Ilsctidcro,  whufit 
Cortina  aftt^rwai^  h^tnged  in  Mexi<^^,  i^an^e  up  liehind  him  mid  pinioned  hi# 
ajm>e,  M'ldle  the  Boldiei's  nishetl  to  his  ai^siiittmco,  IX^. !,  lib,  \%.  cap*  ix*;  ( Vr****, 
Iit»iiitn('.ia,  l.  IKi,  Btc.  Loa  <'(tmji,  Hlni,  Imi,^  iv.  11;  I^e  J^elhi^  GfStU  Fer- 
dlfiftndi  Corfffiil^  in  fco^hafceJu^  L  3'i7-8^  give  miiiatflly  tlio  nunle  of  c:aptura. 

^■^  Brote  the  pump  and  crawltsd  tbrou_cU,  '  OrgaJium  pneuttiaticiim/  etci. 
J}f  Rrhujt  ihntls  Ftrdinantfi  CorfesUi  in  ha^mJIc^tfi^  CoL  f^tr, ,  i.  3:21>. 

*^  Tlie  curreut  of  the  Macagtiauiguji  Eiv^r  dkl  not  allow  him  ta  enter  it- 
and  tlK*wbf?pe  tho  brfnkora  wutild  tipsct  tlie  Iwiat.  f^ tripping  hmiscUt  he  tied 
to  hi^  hcml  curtain  drx^umenta  ngaindt  Vela^juo!'.,  ht'ld  by  lii.ni  as  ntit^iry  of  tha 
nyvintnLiniento  and  clerk  of  tJie  treasnirer,  and  thnretipon  !4watn  aslioro.  Ho 
cntcjtnl  b!a  Jioiisc,  co«milt«d  with  Juan  J^nftrtz,  ftud  rt?tiut4!red  the  temple, 
arinf'd*  (Jmtmm,  HhU  Mex.,  7*  ^^^  J?fhnjt  OeMh  Fi'rditmmfi  Uorftifii^  In 
Iniz^mlcHfi,  vi,  32f*-30,  refers  to  a  friend  of  CoHt'a  chained  in  tl)C  samo  *Jiip'» 
Jiold^  ails  J  f^Uitos^  thttt  Girt^^jj  rowed  eBborB»  On  the  way  to  the  houM  of 
8uarcja  ho  narniwly  cw:n]>es  a  pfilrol.  Having  eecnnfd  ai-ms,  bo  pnicweiia  to 
ch<^r  his  captivo  jmrtimii«,  tmd  tbcu  enters  th^  &ani'tuHry.  Atdawni  the  cap- 
lain  of  tlic  vcseol  ittim  wbiob  CorU's  escapt^d  com &s  also  to  the  temple^  to  secura 
liiniaelf  Jigaiust  Vcln^ques^^  wratbt  fio  uoulit,  bnt  is  rofns^rl  adniis^i<in  into 
tbo  aftcristy  by  bia  folh^wrciugee,  who  sfiisw^^te  the  nmn,  and  fears  that  tha 
ptTt visions  umy  not  ricitla*t  tl^cj  siege.  In  nttrfnii  tloc.  i,  lib.  U.  cup.  vUi., 
CjDtt^  drlfttt  iibout  on  a  i^g  *iud  ia  UuaUy  i^ast  ashore. 
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in  a  haughty  spuit,  and  surroundmg  the  church  with 
a  guard  he  went  his  way  to  the  wars.  Notwith- 
standing the  cavalier  had  made  up  his  mind  to  drink 
the  marriage-draught,  he  would  none  of  the  governor 
in  it;  or  if  he  must,  the  reconciliation  should  be  ac- 
complished after  his  own  fashion.  No  sooner  had  the 
governor  departed  than  Cortds  directed  Juan  Suarez, 
ivith  lance  and  cross-bow,  to  await  him  at  a  certain 
place.  Escaping  the  guard  during  the  night,  Cortes 
joined  Suarez,  and  proceeded  to  the  plantation  where 
Velazquez  was  quartered.  The  governor,  who  was 
engaged  in  looking  over  some  books  of  accounts,  was 
not  a  Uttle  startled  when  Cortds  knocked  at  the  open 
door  and  entered.  *^  Is  it  murder  the  man  means  with 
arms  in  his  hands,  and  at  this  hour?"  was  his  thought, 
as  he  gave  the  visitor  a  nervous  welcome.  "  Command 
that  no  one  come  near  me  I"  exclaimed  Cortes,  "else  I 
will  put  this  pike  through  him.  And  now,  if  my  ex- 
cellent and  brave  captain,  Seflor  Velazquez,  has  aught 
against  me,  let  him  speak.  I  am  here  to  answer." 
So  sweet  was  the  mutual  forgiveness  that  followed, 
that  in  the  morning  the  two  gentlemen  were  found 
occupying  the  same  bed.**     Not   long  after  Cortes 

^  So  the  story  was  current  at  the  time,  and  I  donbt  not  it  contains  some 
degree  of  truth,  notwithstanding  Las  Casas,  Hist,  Intl.,  iv.  11-12,  scouts  it  as 
a  pure  fabrication.  He  knew  both  men ;  Velazquez  as  a  proud  chief,  exacting 
the  deepest  reverence  from  those  around  him,  and  makmg  them  tremble  at 
his  frown ;  while  Cort^  was  in  those  days  so  lowly  and  humble  as  to  be  clad 
to  curry  fivor  with  the  meanest  servants  of  the  governor.  The  good  bishop 
is  evidently  prejudiced.  In  De  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdinamii  Cortesii,  in  Icazbalceto, 
CoL  Doc.,  i.  332-4,  the  facts  are  a  little  elaborated  and  contradictonr,  as 
usuaL  Cort^  escapes  the  guard  round  the  church,  and  reaches  the  farm. 
•  Halloh,  sei^ores !  *  he  shouts,  *  Cortes  is  at  the  door,  and  salutes  Sefior 
Velazquez,  his  excellent  and  gallant  captain. '  Velazquez  is  astonished,  yet 
pleased,  at  the  arrival  of  one  whom  he  always  had  regarded  as  a  friend  and 
beloved  brother.  He  orders  supper  and  bed  to  be  prepared;  but  Cortes 
insists  that  none  shall  approach,  or  he  will  lance  them.  He  demands  to 
know  what  complaints  tnere  are  against  him.  He  abhors  the  suspicion  of 
being  a  traitor,  and  will  clear  himself.  *  Receive  me,  *  he  concludes,  *  in  your 
favor  with  the  same  good  faith  that  I  return  to  it.*  'Now  I  believe,* 
answers  Velazquez,  *  tlmt  you  regard  as  highly  my  name  aud  fame  as  your 
own  lojralty.  *  They  shake  hands,  and  Cortes  now  enters  the  house  to 
fully  explain  the  misunderstanding.  After  supper  they  retire  to  one  bed. 
In  the  momiuff  the  messenger,  Diego  Orellana,  arrives  to  annoimce  Cortes* 
flight,  and  finds  them  lying  side  by  side,  Cortes  will  not  proceed  with 
the  expedition  just  then;  but  after  arranging  his  afifairs  he  joins,  to  the 
delight  of  the  general,  who  follows  his  advice  implicitly,  as  ho  had  doBO 
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married  Catalina,  and  jointly  with  his  brother-in-law 
received  an  encomienda  of  Manicarao  Indians.  Like 
a  brave  cavalier  he  put  the  best  face  possible  on  the 
inevitable,  and  vowed  he  was  as  pleased  with  his  bride 
as  if  she  had  been  a  duchess.^  Velazquez  stood 
godfather  to  a  child  bom  to  them,  and  thenceforth 
addressed  Cortes  by  the  intimate  term  compadre,^ 
investing  him  afterward  with  the  staflf  of  alcalde  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba.*^  For  a  time,  however,  he  re- 
mained at  Baracoa,  where  the  preceding  events  oc- 
curred, and  beside  mining  he  was  one  of  the  first  upon 
the  island  to  engage  in  stock  raising.  Thus  by  diligence 
and  judicious  investments  he  was  enabled  to  rise  from 
poverty,  as  well  as  from  profligacy,  and  to  stand  ready 
to  embrace  the  golden  opportunity  fortune  was  now 
about  to  offer  him. 

The  soft  white  snow  gently  dropped  upon  the 
moimtain  top  is  forged  by  alternate  thawings  and 
freezings  into  hard,  rasping  glaciers. 

in  former  campaigns.  After  their  victorions  return  Cort^  enjoys  greater 
honors  than  ever.  Peralta,  who  also  gives  the  story  at  length,  states  that 
Cort^  surprised  Velazquez  asleep.  At  the  request  of  the  governor  he  gave 
himself  up  to  the  jailer  in  order  to  be  formally  released.  NaL  Hist,,  58-62. 
Still  Peralta  is  a  little  confused. 

^  She  was  received  by  Cort^  in  Mexico,  after  the  conquest,  with  great 
distinction ;  but  died  in  about  three  months  after  her  arrival. 

*''*Laa  Casas,  who,  as  usual,  will  have  a  fling  at  Cortes,  writes:  *Tuvo- 
Cortds  im  hijo  6  hija,  no  s6  si  en  su  mujer,  y  8uplic6  d  Diego  Velazquez 
que  tuviese  por  bien  do  se  lo  sacar  de  la  pila  en  el  baptismo  y  ser  su  com- 
padrc,  lo  quo  Diego  Velazquez  acept6,  por  honralle.*  Hist.  Ind,,  iv.  13. 
Among  Cortes'  children  a  natural  daughter  by  a  Cuban  Indian  is  mentioned, 
Berncu  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  238,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  Cortes  would  ask 
the  governor  to  stand  godfather  to  a  natural  child.  The  same  writer  makes 
Velazquez  the  groomsman  or  sponsor  at  the  marriage.  Tue  su  padrino, 
quando  Cortds  se  vel6  con  Dofta Catalina;*  i6.,  13;  Vetaiicovrt,  Tecutro  Mex., 
pt.  iii.  109.  Although  compadre  is  not  unfrequently  used  as  a  mere  term  of 
friendship,  it  is  not  likely  to  have  been  applied  by  a  marriage  padrino; 
hence  the  title  of  co-father  indicates  tliat  it  originated  at  the  font. 

'^  An  office  granted  only  to  men  of  note  and  to  leading  conquistadores. 
Solia,  Hist.  Mex. ,  i.  46.  It  conveyed  the  title  of  *  muy  virtuoso  seuor,  *  the  gov- 
ernor being  called  *muymagnifico  seOor,'  ParA^co and  Cdrdenaa,  Col.  Doc.,  xii. 
225,  and  permitted  the  holder  to  walk  side  by  side  with  the  governor.  Uorrera^ 
dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xii.  *  Auia  sido  dos  vezcs  Alcalde  en  la  Villa  de  S&tiago  do 
Boroco,  adOde  era  vezino :  porque  en  aquestas  tierras  se  tiene  por  mucha  honra. ' 
Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  VerdcuL,  13.  He  aoes  not  refer  to  him  as  alcalde  at  Santi- 
ago  de  Cuba,  where  the  fleet  is  fitting  out,  a^  he  clearly  states.  Gomara,  Hist. 
Mex,,  4,  mentions  merely  that  he  was  here  before  the  quarrel  with  Velazquez. 
Some  writers  assume  that  Santiago  de  Cuba  is  the  same  as  Santiago  de  Baracoa^ 
but  Herrera,  he.  cit.,  and  others,  observe  the  distinction. 
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With  relatious  so  lf>A^ingly  estiJhflidiccl,  and  with  a 
personal  knowledge  of  tli6  military  genius  of  Cortes, 
and  the  strength  and  versatility  of  his  character,  it 
would  seem  that  here  would  be  the  first  instant  choice 
of  the  governor  for  the  command  of  the  important 
expedition  now  in  preparation.  But  the  quality  of 
the  man  required  did  not  altogether  hinge  on  merit. 
i\ji  we  have  seen,  Velazquez  required  f<jr  hh  purpose 
an  anomalous  creation.  He  must  he  able  but  humlde; 
able  to  command  men,  and  able  likewise  to  obey  his 
chief;  honest  to  Velazquez,  but  false,  if  necessary, 
to  all  the  world  eke.  It  was  not  an  Alexander  or  an 
Alci blades  that  was  wanted ;  not  so  much  a  man  as  a 
thing:  **Piperj  non  homo/^  as  Petronius  Arbiter  said; 
pungent  as  pepper,  and  not  a  human  Ijeing. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  sordid  friendship  of  Ldres 
and  Duero  prevailed  with  the  governor,  and  on  the  23d 
of  October  J  1518,  his  instructions  to  Hernan  Cortds, 
coannander-in-ehief  of  the  expedition j  were  drawn  up 
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and  confined  himself  to  simple  diet.  This  moderation 
also  extended  to  dress,  which,  before  his  elevation, 
was  not  only  neat  but  tasteful  in  its  rich  simplicity, 
ornamented  with  few  but  choice  jewels,  and  with  Httle 
diversity.  A  love  of  pomp,  however,  developed  with 
his  rising  fortimes,  more  particularly  in  the  way  of 
showy  residences  and  a  large  retinue,  which  accorded 
well  with  the  courtly  manners  native  to  the  Spaniard 
claiming  noble  blood.  Cervantes  says  that  in  the 
army  even  the  niggardly  become  prodigal. 

Cortes  found  the  way  of  throwing  into  his  cause 
not  only  himself,  but  others,  in  some  respects  as  able 
as  himself  His  liberal  measures  and  enthusiasm 
became  infectious,  and  brought  to  enrolment  wealthy 
volunteers,  who  furnished  not  only  their  own  outfit, 
but  helped  to  provide  others.®  Within  a  short  time 
there  joined  over  three  hxmdred  men,  among  them 
some   high  in    the   service    and    confidence    of  the 

frovernor — instance,  Francisco  de  Morla  his  chamber- 
ain,  Martin  Ramos  de  Ld.res  a  Basque,  Pedro  Escu- 
dero,  Juan  Ruano,  Escobar,  and  Diego  de  Ordaz 
mayordomo  of  Velazquez,  and  instructed  by  him  to 
watch  proceedings  and  secretly  report. 

The  harbor  of  Santiago  at  this  time  presented  a 
busy  scene.  There  were  the  hurrying  to  and  fro  of 
laborers  and  recruits,  the  clang  of  carpenters'  ham- 
mers upon  ships  undergoing  repairs,  the  collecting  of 
goods,  and  the  loading  of  vessels.  Every  day  the 
landing  was  enlivened  by  the  presence  of  the  governor, 
often  arm-in-arm  with  his  most  dutiful  and  compUant 
captain-general,  surrounded  by  gayly  dressed  attend- 
ants and  followed  by  half  the  town.  On  one  of  these 
visits  of  inspection,  while  engaged  in  friendly  conversa- 
tion respecting  the  progress  of  afiairs,  the  Governor's 
jester,  FrancisquiUo,  who  was  present,  as  usual,  per- 

*  Cort^  himself  vras  very  liberal  in  advancing  money  or  necessaries.  Puer- 
iocarrero,  loc.  cit.  This  cavalier  received  a  horse  which  Cortes  bought  at 
Trinidad  with  gold  fringes  taken  from  his  mantle.  Burned  Diaz,  Hi^L  Ver- 
d4id*t  1'^^  *  Dio  fi  muchos  sjc^IJu^us^  ,« (linear 03  cdii  iiLli^4<ciiJ  tlii.''  iiimi  couiuu/ 
Cfotnafat  Hid,  Me^.,  12. 
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not  sustained  by  the  best  authorities.^®  The  fact 
is,  some  time  elapsed,  after  the  suspicions  of  the  gov- 
ernor had  first  been  aroused,  before  the  sailing  of 
the  fleet,  during  which  interval  Grijalva  with  his  shipS 
returned. 

Gomara  states  that  Velaizquez  sought  to  break  with 
Cortds  and  send  only  Grijalva's  vessels,  with  another 
commander;  but  to  this  Ldres  and  Duero,  whose  ad- 
vice was  asked  by  the  governor,  made  strong  objection, 
saying  that  Cortes  ana  his  friends  had  spent  too  much 
money  now  to  abandon  the  enterprise,  which  was  very 
true;  for  like  the  appetite  of  Angaston  which  came 
with  eating,  the  more  Cortes  tasted  the  sweets  of 
popularity  and  power,  the  more  stomach  he  had  for 
the  business.  And  the  more  the  suspicions  of  the 
governor  grew,  the  greater  were  the  captain-general's 
assurances  of  devotion,  and  the  firmer  became  the 
determination  of  Cortes  and  his  followers  to  prosecute 
this  adventure,  in  which  they  had  staked  their  all." 

for  we  know  that  this  pretended  jest  is  not  of  thyself.'  But  the  jester 
persisted  in  calling  oat,  '  Hail  to  my  master  Diego  and  his  Taliant  captain  1 
I  swear  to  thee,  my  master,  that  rather  than  see  thee  grievously  regret 
this  foolish  step  I  would  hie  me  with  Cort^  to  those  rich  lands.'  It 
was  supposed  that  Velazquez*  relatives  had  induced  the  man  to  make  these 
remarks. 

^®  Prescott  states  that  Las  Casas  was  on  the  island  at  the  time.  In  this 
he  is  mistaken.  On  the  other  hand,  Bemal  Diaz  was  an  eye-witness,  and 
teUs  a  very  di^erent  story.  But  the  tale  of  the  soldier  is  not  so  striking 
as  that  of  the  priest,  who  writes  from  the  statements  of  Velazquez'  friends, 
colored  by  time  and  distance.  The  final  worda  which  passed  oetween  the 
^vemor  and  Cortes,  according  to  Las  Casas,  in  effect  were  those :  'Com- 
padre,  is  this  the  way  you  are  going?  A  nice  manner,  truly,  of  taking 
leave!'  To  which  Cort^a  makes  answer,  'Pardon me,  sir;  there  are  things 
which  must  be  carried  out  before  they  are  considered.  I  wait  your  wor- 
■ship's  orders. '  Hist,  Ind,,  iv.  451-2;  Uerreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xii. 

^*  Testimomo  de  Montejo,  in  Col.  Doc.  Indd.,  i.  437.  *  No  le  pudo  estoruar 
la  yda  por^  todos  le  siguian:  los  q  alii  estauft,  como  los  q  venian  con  Grijalua. 
O^  si  k>  tentara  con  ri^or  vuiera  rebuelta  en  la  ciadad,  y  aun  muertes. 
Y  oomo  no  era  pdrte  dissmiulo. '  Cort^  even  announced  that  ho  was  going 
on  his  own  account,  and  that  the  soldiers  had  nothing  to  do  with  Velazquez. 
Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  13.  But  this  is  highly  improbable.  According  to  De 
Rthus  Gestis  Ferdinoundi  Cortesii,  Cortda  spread  insmuations  against  Velazquez' 
greed  and  selfishness,  commented  upon  his  own  liberality  and  upon  the  rich 
prospects  before  them,  and  thus  gained  the  voice  of  his  followers,  so  that 
the  former  dared  not  attempt  any  overt  acts.  *  Loricd  ab  eo  tempore  sub 
veste  munitus,  stipatusque  armatis  militibus,  quos  spe  sibi  fidos  amicos  f  ecerat. ' 
Icazhalceta,  Col.  Doc.^  i.  346-9;  Cortes,  Memorial,  1542,  in  Cort^a,  Eacritoa 
SueUoSy  310.     Las  Casas  repeats  his  condemnation  of  Gomara,  as  a  man  who 
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no  -^olian  wind-bags  to  drive   him  back   from   his 
destination. 

Despatching  one  of  the  vessels  to  Jamaica"  for 
provisions,  Cortes  touched  at  Macaca  for  further  sup- 
plies, and  thence  steered  for  Trinidad,  where  he  was 
received  with  demonstrations  of  enthusiasm  by  the 
alcalde  mayor,  Francisco  Verdugo  brother-in-law  of 
Velazquez,  and  by  other  hidalgos,  who  placed  their 
houses  at  his  disposal  Raising  his  standard  before 
his  quarters,  he  proclaimed  the  expedition  and  invited 
volunteers,  as  he  had  done  at  Santiago.  Soon  his 
force  was  augmented  by  over  one  hundred  of  Gri- 
jalva's  men.  Here  also  joined  several  captains  and 
hidalgos,  afterward  famous  in  New  Spain  adventure. 
There  were  the  five  brothers  Alvarado,  Alonso  de 
Avila,  Gonzalo  Mejia  afterward  treasurer  at  Mexico, 
Cristobal  de  Olid,  Alonzo  Hernandez  Puertocarrero 
cousin  of  the  count  of  Medellin,  Gonzalo  de  Sando- 
val who  became  so  great  a  friend  of  Cortes,  Juan 
Velazquez  de  Leon  a  relative  of  the  governor,  and 
others. ^*^  From  the  plantations  of  Santi  Espiritu  and 
elsewhere  came  many.  This  Cortes  beheld  with  proud 
satisfaction, and  welcomed  these  important  acquisitions 
w^ith  martial  music  and  peals  of  artillery. 

In  seeking  supplies  CorttSs  paid  Uttle  heed  to  rights 
of  property,  so  long  as  he  obtained  what  he  needed; 
he  was  subsequently  not  a  little  proud  of  his  success. 
*'By  my  faith,"  he  boasts  in  Spain  in  1542,  "but  I  did 
play  the  corsair  genteelly."  Among  the  arbitrary 
purchases  was  that  of  a  vessel  from  Jamaica  laden 
with  provisions  for  the  mineB,  for  whicli  tJie  owner 

^*  Pedro  JuofC'^  ncLllinatu  de  rprtu.  wii^  »etit  with  &  eoimvel  und^r  orders 
to  take  the  cargo  of  eupftUea  to  CalK>  Coirif^utea  or  riinta  do  Saptantoii,  and 
tbere  await  tlie  fleet.  Oor/ntra,  NiM.  Mtar.,  [',i.  Id  De  l*firiiii  GtMh  Ff^niitmudi 
CorttJiii^  loc.  ciL^  tha  captain  is  called  Pedro  Gon?jdei!  dc  Tnijillo.  He  bringa 
|h500  tocinas  (salt  pork),  and  2000  loada  cjLssava.  '  MU  cArgaa  de  pan  cu^nvi^ 
y  d<j9  mil  tocinoa  y  muehoa  faooles  y  av"i?s  y  otnu^  coaiu*."  Cor^*f,  M^monnl, 
Id4*2,  in  id.,  EHcritGs  Sueiton,  311, 

^*  Ikm^l  Diaz,  Ilisi.  Vertlad,^  14.  mentions  ueveral  more  iiamcs,  with  own- 
ftUHl&l  renvarkfl  on  weiltb  and  atanding.  Puertocarrt^ro  ifi  aUo  written  Puerto 
OittttPf^  and  m  the  modcni  fwra  of  Portocftrren>.      Tunpi^tHmht  tind  Otnedo^ 
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the  fleet.  The  artillery  was  landed  and  cleaned;  the 
cross-bows  were  tested  and  the  firelocks  pohshed. 
Cotton  armor  was  secured.  More  provisions  being 
required,  Quesada,  the  Episcopal  tithe-coJ lector,  con- 
tributed his  stock. 

Warranted,  as  he  thought,  by  his  success  and  pros- 
pects, and  well  aware  of  the  effect  on  the  Spanish 
mind  of  some  degree  of  ostentation  and  military  dis- 
play, Cortes  put  on  the  paraphernalia  of  still  greater 
leadership,  and  appointed  a  chamberlain,  a  chief  but- 
ler, and  a  mayordomo,  in  the  persons  of  Rodrigo 
Rangel,  Guzman,  and  Juan  de  Cdceres,  which  pomp 
he  ever  after  maintained.^®  Gaspar  de  "Garnica  now 
arrived  with  letters  from  Velazquez  to  Barba,  Ordaz, 
Leon,  and  others,  ordering  and  entreating  them  to 
stop  the  fleet,  arrest  Cortes,  and  send  him  a  prisoner 
to  Santiago.  It  was  of  no  avail,  however.  Soldiers, 
officers,  even  Barba  himself,  were  enthusiastic  for 
Cortes,  who  once  more  wrote  the  governor,  in  terms 
as  courteous  as  they  were  costless,  and  shortly  after- 
ward, on  the  10th  of  February,  1519,  the  fleet  again 
set  sail.^     Guaguanico,  on   the  north  side  of  Cape 

'•  *Comen96  Cort6s  d  poner  casa,  y  d  tratarse  como  sefior:  y  el  primer 
Maestresala  4  tuvo,  fue  vn  Guzma  que  luego  se  muri6,  6  mataron  Indios.  *  A 
different  man  from  the  later  mayordomo,  Cristobal  de  Guzman,  who  captured 

Quauhtemotzin  during  the  siege  of   Mexico.     *Caceres fue  despues  de 

ganado  Mexico,  hombre  rico.*   Bemal  Diaz^  Hist.  Verdad.y  15-16. 

'^  Bcmal  Diaz  says  that  Barba  was  one  of  the  most  devoted  to  CJortt^s. 
See,  also,  Htrrtra,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.,  cap.  xiii.  Solis  details  at  length  a  public 
gathering,  in  which  the  members  of  the  expedition  became  highly  excited 
over  Velazquez'  efforts  to  stop  Cort(^s,  and  threatened  to  destroy  the  town. 
He  adds  that  a  rumor  of  Velazquez'  coming  in  person  to  enforce  his  order 
created  another  excitement.  HUt,  Mex.^  i.  61^6;  Robertson,  Hist.  Am.,  ii.  8, 
follows  him;  also  Prescott.  According  to  Las  Casas, Velazquez  sends  a  letter 
to  Cortes,  asking  him  to  wait  for  an  important  communication,  which  he  will 
bring  in  person  or  send  by  messenger.  At  the  same  time  come  letters  for 
Ordaz  and  others,  requesting  them  to  seize  the  commander.  Ordaz  accord- 
ingly invites  him  to  a  banquet  on  board  his  vessel,  with  the  intent  of  carry- 
ing him  off  to  Santiago ;  but  CJort^s  perceives  the  snare  and  retires  under  pre- 
tence of  indisposition.  The  good  bishop  observes  that  he  never  knew 
Velazquez  evince  so  little  sagacity  as  on  this  occasion ;  nor  did  Ordaz  behave 
any  better.  Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  456-7.  Gomara  has  the  same  account,  but  adds 
that  the  messenger  from  Velazquez  came  in  a  caravel,  together  with  Alvarado, 
Olid,  Avila,  Montejo,  and  others  of  Grijalva's  party,  who  had  just  arrived  from 
an  intcr\'iew  with  the  governor.  Hist.  Mex.,  14.  He  is  evidently  mixed. 
Torquemada,  who  quotes  both  versions  from  Herrera  and  Gomara,  places  the 
occurrence  at  Trinidad,  and  considers  that  Ck)rt^s  was  capable  of  and  right 
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campaign  standard  blessed,  and  Saint  Peter  invoked, 
whereupon  the  prows  were  pointed  toward  the  islands 
of  the  west.  All  the  vessels  were  to  follow  the  fla^;- 
ship,  whose  light  should  be  their  guide  by  night;  in 
case  of  separation  th^y  were  to  steer  for  Cape  Catoche 
and  thence  proceed  to  Cozumel.^ 
• 

**  The  date  of  departure  is  generally  admitted  to  be  February  18th,  but  in 
Cort^Sy  Memorial^  1542,  is  written  *  tard6  en  esto  [fitting  outj  desde  dieciocho 
dios  del  mes  de  Octubre . . .  hasta  dieciocho  dias  del  mes  de  Enero,  del  afio  de 
diez  y  nueve  que  acab6  de  salir  de  la  dicha  Isla  de  Cuba,  del  cabo  de  Corrientes. ' 
CorteSy  Escritos  SueltoSy  313.  This  is  wrong,  however,  for  the  fleet  could  not 
have  left  Santiago  before  the  date  of  the  instructions;  yet  it  confirms  the  fact 
that  three  months  were  spent,  after  leaving  Santiago,  before  the  fleet  finally 
left  the  island.  Some  of  the  authors  indicate  a  portion  of  this  time,  showing 
that  eight  days  were  spent  at  Mac&co  and  twelve  at  Trinidad,  leaving  seventy- 
two  days  for  the  brief  passages  along  the  south  coast  of  Cuba  and  for  the 
stay  at  San  Cristobal. 

De  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdiiiandi  Cortesii,  or,  as  the  Spanish  translator  entitles  it, 
Vkla  de  Heman  Corida,  giving  the  fullest  but  also  the  most  partial  account 
of  Cort^Js  up  to  this  time,  is  an  anonymous  manuscript  in  I^tin,  of  eleven 
folio  leaves,  deposited  in  the  Simancas  archives,  whence  Mufioz  obtained  a 
copy,  published  by  Icazbalceta  in  his  Coleccion  de  DocvmentoSy  i.  309-57.  It 
is  in  a  clear  hand,  with  corrections  and  marginals,  evidently  by  the  author. 
Several  points  indicate  that  it  formed  part  of  JJe  Orbe  Noro^  a  history  of 
America,  written  apparently  in  a  series  of  biographies,  to  judge  from  the 
reference  made  to  a  preceding  part  relating  to  Columbus,  and  to  later  parts 
on  the  conauest  of  Mexico.  Mufloz  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  author 
may  be  Calvet  de  Estrella,  chronicler  of  the  Indies,  mentioned  by  Nic. 
i\ji*tonro  as  the  writer  of  the  manuscripts  De  Rfhva  OestU  Vaccce  Castri, 
in  the  Colegio  del  Sacro  Monte  de  Granada.  This  title  induced  him  to  name 
the  present  document  De  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdinandi  Cortesii.  The  supposition 
is  warranted  by  the  style  and  by  the  evident  date;  for  references  indicate 
that  it  was  written  during  the  lifetime  of  several  companions  of  Cort^. 
The  fragment  begins  with  the  hero's  birth  and  ends  at  his  departure  with  the 
fleet  from  Cuba.  Although  the  facts  related  conform,  as  a  rule,  to  Qomara's 
version,  a  number  of  authorities  have  been  consulted,  some  of  them  no  longer 
extant,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  extol  the  character  and  career  of  the  hero,  and 
to  elaborate  incidents  into  tiresome  prolixity. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

t  THE  VOYAGE. 

1519. 

Something  of  the  Captains  of  Cobt^s — ^Alvabado — Montuo — Avila — 
Olid — Sandovai/— Leon— Ordaz—Morla— The  Pa&sage — The  Fleet 
Struck  by  a  Squall— Abbival  at  Cozumel— Alvabado  Censubed— 
Sbabch  fob  the  Captive  Chbistians — Abbival  of  Aouilab — His 
Chaste  Adventubes — They  Come  to  Tabasco  Riveb — Battles 
thebe — Conquest  of  the  Natives — Peace  Made— Twenty  Female 
Slaves  among   the    Pbesents — The  Fleet  Pboceeds  along  the 

ShOBE — PUEBTOCABBERO'S  WiTTICISM — AbBTVAL  AT  SaN  JuAN  DE  UlUA. 

As  the  everlasting  waves  that  bowl  his  ships  along 
are  discoursing  to  Cortes  of  his  destiny,  let  us  make 
the  acquaintance  of  his  captains,  some  of  whom  are 
to  play  parts  in  the  Andhuac  amphitheatre  secondary 
only  f  ()  l)is^  own. 

Firetj  there  was  the  fiery  and  impetuoaa  Pedro  de 
Alvarado,  a  hern  of  the  Achilles  or  Sir  Lancelot 
school,  strong  and  symmetrical  as  a  goddess-bom; 
haughty,  choleric,  sometimes  stanch  ainJ  generous; 
passionate  in  his  loves  and  hates,  with  the  usual  mix- 
ture of  license,  loyalty,  and  zeal  for  the  church.  He 
luid  not  eyes  to  see,  from  where  he  stood  in  the  war- 
fare of  his  day,  at  once  the  decline  of  the  fiercer  bar- 
barism and  the  dawn  of  a  truer  and  gentler  heroism. 
Already  we  have  discovered  flashes  of  temper  and 
tendencies  to  treachery  tliat  display  his  character  by 
too  sulphurous  a  flame;  but  we  shall  find  in  him  much 
to  aclmire  as  conquistador  and  governor. 

Alvarado  was  about  the  age  of  Cortes,  Bajadtjz 
being  hia  native  place.  There  his  father,  Dit^^go  dc 
Alvarado,  comendador  de  Lobon  in  the  order  of  San- 
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tiago,  and  his  mother,  Sara  de  Contreras,  struggled 
with  poverty  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  a  good 
family  name.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  Pedro  came 
over  to  Santo  Domingo,  and  prompted  by  vanity 
paraded  himself  in  an  old  gown  of  his  father's,  whereon 
was  sewn  the  red  cross  of  Santiago.  At  first  he  wore 
this  garment  inside  out,  giving  as  a  reason  his  reduced 
circumstances  which  made  him  ashamed  to  pubUcly 
own  the  rank  of  knight.  On  being  repi*oved  by  the 
admiral,  he  boldly  affixed  the  insignia  to  his  other 
dresses,  and  thenceforth  called  and  signed  himself  the 
Comendador  Alvarado.*  The  title  was  never  openly 
questioned  in  the  Indies,  where  men  had  little  time 
lOT  inquiring  into  the  affairs  of  others,  and  Alvarado 
failed  not  with  his  plausible  tongue  and  crafty  nature 
to  use  it  for  obtaining  certain  privileges  and  advance- 
ment. 

When  Grijalva  prepared  his  expedition  he  was 
living  as  an  encomendero,  near  Trinidad,  in  Cuba, 
with  five  brothers.^  As  captain  under  this  chief  he 
gave  evidence  of  an  enterprising  nature,  combined 
with  an  impatiency  of  restraint  which  ill  fitted  a 
subordinate.  The  want  of  principle  already  shown 
by  his  conduct  at  Santo  Domingo  was  here  made 
apparent  in  the  attempt  to  injure  his  commander  with 
Velazquez,  in  order  to  further  his  own  ends.  His  now 
prominent  position  as  a  well-to-do  gentleman,  and 
the  experience  gathered  under  Grijalva,  had  made 
him  a  welcome  member  of  the  present  expedition. 
He  had  also  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  good  soldier 
and  horseman,  with  a  bravery  bordering  on  reckless- 
ness, aijd  was  a  great  favorite  with  his  men,  among 
whom  he  also  ranked  as  an  able  drill  master.  With 
an  agile  frame,  he  presented  a  most  cheerful  and 
pleasing  countenance,  fair,  some  called  it,  with  a  ten- 

*  'Qufltando. . .  .en  la  cibdad  de  Sto  Domingo  vibiendo  con  el  Alminmte. 
Ramirezy  Proceso  contra  Alvarado,  ipy,  xi.  61;  Juarros,  Ouat,,  i.  252. 

*  *Todo8  hormanos,  que  fue  el  Capitan  Pedro  de  Aluarado,  y  Gron^alo  do 
Aloarado,  j  Joi^ge  de  Aluarado,  y  Gon9alo  [Alonzc]  y  Gomez,  h  /uan  de  Alva- 
rado el  viejo,  que  era  bastardo.'  BernaJL  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  14. 
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which  indicated  love  for  pleasure  and  generous  lib- 
erality.* 

Alonso  de  Avila,  the  third  of  Grijalva's  brave  lieu- 
tenants, had  also  a  pleasant  face  and  liberal  disposition, 
combined  with  good  reasoning  power,  but  was  alto- 
gether too  loud-spoken  and  argumentative,  and  had 
an  overbearing  manner  that  created  many  enemies. 
He  was  about  thirty-three  years  of  age.  Crist6bal 
de  Olid,  a  year  his  junior,  was  a  well  formed,  strong- 
limbed  man,  with  wide  shoulders  and  a  somewhat 
fair  complexion.  Despite  the  peculiarity  of  a  groove 
in  the  lower  lip,  which  gave  it  the  a-ppearance  of  being 
split,  the  face  was  most  attractive^  and  the  powerful 
voice  helped  to  bear  him  out  as  a  good  talker.  While 
lacking  in  sincerity  and  depth  of  thought,  and  being 
little  fit  for  the  council,  he  possessed  qualities  which, 
in  connection  with  great  bravery  and  determination, 
made  him  an  admirable  executive  officer;  but  an 
ambition  to  command  began  to  assert  itself,  and  di- 
rected by  evil  influence  it  brought  about  his  fall  a  few 
years  later.  Bernal  Diaz  calls  him  a  very  Hector  in 
combat,  and  possessing,  among  other  good  qualities, 
that  of  being  hberal;  on  the  whole  an  excellent  man, 
though  unfit  to  be  a  leader.®  The  youngest  of  the 
captains,  the  most  worshipful  and  the  most  lovable, 
was  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  an  hidalgo  of  only  twenty- 
two  years,  from  Cort<^s'  own  town,  the  son  of  a  fortress 
commandant,  but  with  merely  a  rudimentary  educa- 

^Montejo,  Memorial  al  Emp.,  1545,  in  Cent,  Amer.,  1545-55,  MS.  130. 
'Fud  UDO  de  aqucllos  mllites  que  passaron  d  estas  partes. .  .mill  ^  quinientos 
y  cator^e,  6  aquel  mesmo  afio . . .  fu^sse  de  la  Tierra-Firma. . .  6  passdse  k  la  ifila 
deCuba.'  Oviedo,   ill.  217. 

^'See  HisL  Cent.  Am.,  this  series,  i.,  524-32.  *Era  estremado  varon,  mas 
no  era  para  mandar,  sino  para  ser  mftdado,  y  era  de  edad  de  treinta  y  seis 

afios,  natural  de  cerca  de  Baeza6  Linares Tenia  otras  buenas  codiciones, 

de  ser  franco.'  BcmcU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  177.  *Era  vn  Hector  en  el  esfu- 
eryo,  para  combatir  persona  por  persona.'  Id.,  240.  'Natural  que  fue  de 
Vbeda  6  de  Liuares. '  Id.,  241.  '  Da  Baeza  nell'  Andaluzia.  Era  membruto, 
ombroso,  e  doppio.'  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  in.  8.  *D'une  laideur  extrdme; 
sa  duplicity  et  sa  fourberie  le  rendaient  un  homme  peu  sur,'  says  Brasseur  de 
Bourbourg,  Bist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  53,  with  his  not  unusual  hasty  elaboration. 
Portrait  in  Prescoit's  Alex.  (Mex.  1844),  i.*421 ;  also  in  Ztimacois,  Hist.  M^j., 
iv.  254. 
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tion.  Brave,  intrepid,  and  with  a  good  head,  he  was 
equally  determined  in  speech  and  in  deportment,  yet 
with  a  faultless  obedience  and  loyalty  that  won  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  chief  With  a  strict  eye 
to  discipline,  he  possessed  also  a  kind,  humane  dispo- 
sition, which  gained  the  love  and  respect  of  his  men, 
whose  comfort  he  studied  far  more  than  his  own. 
Plain  in  dress,  and  modest  in  manner  and  aspiration, 
he  was  free  from  the  greed  which  tainted  so  many 
around  him.  A  soldier  in  all  qualities  of  the  heart 
and  mind,  he  was  also  physically  fitted  for  one.  In 
battle  he  was  as  wrathful  and  as  beautiful  as  Apollo 
when  he  slew  the  Python.  The  robust  frame,  with 
its  high  chest  and  broad  shoulders,  supported  a  full 
face  adorned  with  short,  curly,  nut-brown  hair.  The 
powerful  voice,  inclining  at  times  to  a  Usp,  was  ex- 
hibited more  in  the  issue  of  brief  command  than  in 
conversation;  for  Don  Gonzalo  was  as  energetic  to  act 
as  he  was  chary  of  words.  The  slightly  bow-legged 
limbs  indicated  an  early  training  for  the  saddle. 
Indeed,  equestrian  exercises  were  his  dehght,  and  his 
horse  Motilla,  a  chestnut  with  a  white  foot  and  a  star 
on  the  forehead,  is  described  by  Bemal  Diaz  as  the 
finest  he  ever  saw.  Sandoval  stands  before  us  not 
only  as  an  admirable  man,  but  as  an  ideal  officer,  in 
his  combined  qualities  of  juvenile  ardor  and  prudence, 
valor  and  humanity,  modesty  of  disposition  and  purity 
of  heart.  CorttJs  spoke  of  him  after  his  death  with 
feelings  of  deepest  regret,  and  represented  him  to  the 
emperor  as  one  of  the  finest  soldiers  in  the  world,  fit 
to  command  armies.'' 

In  Velazquez  de  Leon  we  find  another  admirable 
officer,  who  possesses  many  traits  in  common  with 
Sandoval.  He  is  described  as  about  four  years  older 
than  that  chivalrous  youth,  with  a  well  formed,  power- 
ful fi^me,  fine  chest  and  shoulders,  full  face,  set  in  a 

^  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  240.  246;  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  8;  Por- 
trait and  signature  in  CarbajcU  Eepmosa,  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  254,  686.  Portrait 
in  Zamacois,  Hist.  Mdj.,  ii.  485,  and  in  ArTiUn,  A  lie  J/ea;.,  217. 
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-called  on  to  spread 
the  quality  of  discipli 
that  Alvarado  arrive 
before  the  fleet,  an« 
with  rather  a  high  h 
entered  two  towns, 
seized  some  property 
to  win  to  our  purpos 
the  indignant  Cortes, 
to  the  rendezvous  a1 
pilot  was  placed  in  ch 
were  flogged  for   th 
were  soothed  with  pi 
articles  restored,  and 
terpreter,  the  fears  o 

In  answer  to  his 
Christians,  Cortes  wa 
in  the  interior  of  Yuc 
by  Cozumel  traders, 
vessels  were  despatci 
was  there  to  await, 
Indian  messengers,  s 
captives,  and  bearing 
find  their  countiymei 

While  waiting  eve 
explore  and  forage,  a 


"  The  letter,  as  giyen  in 
HieL  Mex.j  19,  differs  somewl: 
the  latter  six,  as  the  time  Or 
the  Indians  were  at  first  afraic 
bat  the  large  reward  overcame 
in  Escalante's  vessel,  escorted 
men.  Cogolludo,  Hist.  YuccUi 
mesaengers.  *  Elscondieron  [tl 
largos  y  trenzados,  rebueltos,  i 

re con  veynte  ballester* 
cuenta  de  lo  que  auian  h 
Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap.  vi.  *  Em 
arien  cinco  dias,  6  no  mas.*  Ti 
Las  Casas,  HiH.  Jnd.f  iv.  459, 
communicate  freely  with  Ck)rt 
the  captives,  and  asked  him  tc 
to  rescue  tb&  captive  witSi  nn  iu 
^a»  more  cJiectivc.  SolU^  iitt-L  ^ 


xojis   wjJL^xjtru 


cupied  men  in  military  exercise.  The  islanders  were 
highly  enteitained,  and  thought  the  animals  giant  deer 
and  the  ships  water-houses.  In  return  they  gave  the 
strangers  cause  for  wonderment  not  unmixed  with 
wrath;  for  this  was  a  sacred  island,  in  a  heathen  sense, 
and  thither,  from  distant  parts,  resorted  pilgrims  with 
offerings  for  sanguinary  shrines.  And  when  one  feast- 
day  the  priests  of  Baal,  within  their  temple,  arose 
before  the  people  and  called  upon  the  gods  of  their 
fathers,  the  excited  Spaniards  could  not  contain  them- 
selves; Cortds  stood  forth  and  preached  his  religion 
to  the  indignant  savages,  but  failing  in  the  desired 
effect,  the  Spaniards  rushed  upon  the  idols,  hurled 
them  from  their  seats,  and  planted  in  their  place  the 
emblem  of  their  faith.  ^® 

In  due  time  Ordaz  returned  without  the  lost 
Christians,  greatly  to  the  disappointment  of  Cortes, 
who  desired  them  particularly  for  interpreters.  The 
fleet  then  set  sail,  but  was  obliged  to  return,  owing 
to  the  leaky  condition  of  Escalante's  vessel.  While 
engaged  lipon  repairs  one  day,  the  Spaniards  being 
encamped  upon  the  shore,  a  canoe  was  seen  approach- 
ing the  harbor  from  the  mainland.  Andrds  de  Tapia 
and  others  hastened  to  the  landing,  where  presently 
the  boat  arrived,  and  four  tawny  undressed  figure* 
stepped  upon  the  shore.  One  was  bearded,  and  his 
form  a  little  bent,  and  as  he  advanced  before  the 
others  there  was  eager  questioning  in  the  piercing 
glance  ho  tlirow  about  hi;.;,  Ti^.  uiitly  he  ci^ied  out 
m  ill-articulated  speech,  ''Sefioros,  sois  cristianos?*' 
On  being  assured  that  they  were,  he  dropped  upon 

'^  Twa  carpontere,  Alouso  Yaflez  ^nd  Alva,ro  Lopez,  claim  the  liaiior  of 
buvrng  raiaetl  tho  lirat  cross  for  the*  church  in  New  iSpaio,  To  this  the  iiativ*^* 
marie  no  ppoat  objoctioB,  the  cross  having  already  with  them  a  rcligiomi 
sigiiirlcsnce;  and  surely  the  saiictified  effigy  of  the  bent^  Marj  waa  a  more 
beiLtitif til  ohj cct  to  look  upon  than  tJieir  idols.  Se<j  Amative ^aets,  iiu  44jS-70.  ia 
ono  of  tho  turn  plea  *  fiuia  vna  cru2  d©  caL  taii  alta  como  diez  pahijoa.^  (Jomarfi, 
IIlfL  MfX.t  ^"i-  I-'fts  C^utaaa  ohjocts  to  the  uumpubory  mode  of  con  version  uaeil 
by  tortus  and  bia  holy  t^oinpany,  and  d(.n^r>tc»  a  long  pani graph  to  tWpictinif 
tho  f^lly  ftiid  evil  tl-iBTBof.  Jli^.  Jipl. ,  iw  4<i0-'2,  470,  lieniai  Dias?,  HUt.  Ver- 
iitvL,  18,  dtfseribfcii  the  idolairona  tite,  and  Preat^tt,  J/fj;.,  i-  2G0-71,  speak* 
i>|  Cbrtisa  w»  a  rulgriii^r. 
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his  knees,  and  with  tears  falling  from  uplifted  eyes 
thanked  God  for  his  deliverance.  Tapia  saw  it  at  a 
glance;  this  was  one  of  the  captives.  Hastily  step- 
ping forward,  he  caught  the  uncouth  object  in  his  ' 
arms,  raised  him  from  the  ground  with  a  tender  em- 
brace, and  conducted  him  to  camp."  But  for  the 
beard  it  would  have  been  difficult,  from  his  outward 
appearance,  to  believe  him  a  European.  Naturally 
of  a  dark  complexion,  he  was  now  bronzed  by  ex- 
posure, and  entirely  naked  except  for  a  breech-cloth 
and  sandals.  His  crown  was  shorn,  and  the  remain- 
ing hair  braided  and  coiled  upon  the  head."  In  his 
hand  he  carried  a  net  containing,  among  other  things, 
a  greasy  prayer-book.  On  being  presented  to  Cortes 
he  seemed  dazed,  scarcely  knowing  whether  to  call 
himself  savage  or  civilized.  At  best  he  could  not 
all  at  once  throw  himself  out  of  the  former  and  into 
the  latter  category;  for  when  his  Indian  companions 
squatted  themselves  before  the  captain-general,  and 
with  the  right  hand,  moistened  by  the  lips,  touched 
the  ground  and  then  the  region  of  the  heart  in  token 
of  reverence,  impelled  by  habit  he  found  himself  doing 
the  same.  Cortds  was  touched.  Lifting  him  up,  he 
threw  over  the  naked  Spaniard  his  own  yellow  mantle, 

^^This  is  the  substance  of  Tapia's  own  acconnt.  Helacion,  in  Icazbalceta, 
Col.  Doc.,  ii.  556-7.  Others  differ  somewhat  in  the  number  of  Indians  who 
arrive  in  the  canoe,  in  the  mode  of  addressing  Tapia,  and  other  points.  Ac- 
cording to  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  19,  some  soldiers  out  hunting  report 
the  approach  of  the  canoe,  whereupon  Ck)rtds  sends  Tapia  to  ascertain  its  ob- 
ject. Seven  Indians  of  Ck)zumel  land,  and,  on  seeing  the  Spaniards  advance, 
are  about  to  flee  in  alarm,  but  one  of  them  reassures  the  rest,  and  calls  out, 
*  Dio«,  y  Santa  Maria,  y  Sevilla.*  While  he  is  embraced  by  Tapia,  a  soldier 
rushes  to  announce  the  news  to  Cort^.  According  to  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex. ,  20, 
it  18  meal-time  and  first  Sunday  in  Lent  when  the  news  of  a  canoe  with  four 
Indians  is  brought.  The  fleet  had  been  prevented  by  a  storm  from  sailing 
on  theprevious  day. 

**  This  was  a  common  form  of  Maya  hair-dress.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad. , 
19,  and  some  others  describe  him  as  shorn  like  a  slave;  but  this  man  appears 
to  have  risen  from  that  condition.  He  gives  him  an  extra  pair  of  sandals, 
hanging  at  the  waist,  a  dilapidated  mantle  or  cloth — called  a  net  by  Herrera — 
wherein  is  tied  a  thumbed  prayer-book,  and  upon  the  shoulder  he  places  an 
oar.  This  oar  is  brought  into  camp  by  almost  every  writer,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  it  did  not  belong  to  him  and  could  no  longer  be  of  use.  Gomara, 
Hist.  Mtx.y  20,  gives  him  l>ow  and  arrows.  Las  Casas,  Hint.  Ind.y  iv.  4G1, 
remarks  that  in  the  prayer-book  was  kept  an  account  of  time,  which  marked 
this  day  as  a  Wednesday,  while  it  really  was  Sunday. 
Hist.  Mjex.,  Vol.  I.    6 
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able  sin.  So  sublime  had  been  his  patience  and  his 
piety  under  the  drudgery  at  first  put  upon  him,  that  he 
too  rose  in  the  estimation  of  his  master,  who  was  led 
to  entrust  him  with  more  important  matters.  For  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  flesh  and  spirit  he  acted  with  so 
much  conscientiousness  thatTaxmar,a  stranger  to  those 
who  loved  virtue  for  its  own  sake,  suspected  the  motives 
that  inspired  his  captives.  To  test  his  wonderful  in- 
tegrity, for  he  had  noticed  that  Aguilar  never  raised 
his  eyes  to  look  upon  a  woman,  Taxmar  once  sent 
him  for  fish  to  a  distant  station,  giving  him  as  sole 
companion  a  beautiful  girl,  who  had  been  instructed 
to  employ  all  her  arts  to  cause  the  Christian  to  break 
his  vow  of  continency.  Care  had  been  taken  that 
there  should  be  but  one  hammock  between  them,  and 
at  night  ^e  bantered  him  to  occupy  it  with  her;  but 
stopping  his  ears  to  the  voice  of  the  siren,  he  threw 
himself  upon  the  cold,  chaste  sands,  and  passed  the 
night  in  peaceful  dreams  beneath  the  songs  of  heaven.'* 
Cortes  smiled  somewhat  sceptically  at  this  and  like 
recitals,  wherein  the  sentiments  expressed  would  have 
done  honor  to  Scipio  Africanus;  nevertheless,  he  was 

^'  This  is  in  substance  the  adyentaresof  Aguilar,  as  related  at  length  in  Her- 
rera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iv.  cap.  vlL-viii.,  followed  by  Torquemadti,  i.  370-72,  and(7o^o^ 
IvdOf  Hist.  TtLCcUhcm,  24-9,  and  prettily,  though  hastily,  elaborated  in  Irvmg*9 
ColumbtUj  ill.  290-801,  and  other  modem  writers.  On  reaching  Catoche  and 
finding  Ordaz  gone,  he  proceeded  to  Cozomel,  in  the  hope  of  findiog  some  of 
the  Spaniards.  '  'Ertk  Aguilar  estudiante  quando  passb  a  las  Indias,  y  hombre 
discreto,  y  por  esto  se  puede  creer  qualquiera  cosa  del,*  concludes  Herrera, 
as  if  suspecting  that  the  version  may  be  questioned.  Prudence  is  shown  in  the 
care  with  which  he  gradually  accustom^  himself  to  the  change  of  food  and 
habitsonagain  joining  the  Spaniards.  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iy.  cap.  vi. ,  relatesthat 
A^ilar's  mother  became  insane  on  hearing  that  her  son  had  fallen  among  can- 
nibids — who  brought  her  the  news  it  is  hard  to  guess — and  whenever  she  beheld 
flesh  roasting,  loud  became  the  laments  for  his  sad  fate.  This  is  repeated  in 
OoTnara,  Hist.  Mex.f  22;  Martinez,  Hif^i.  Nat.  Nueva  Eap.,  ii.  xxiv.  Her- 
rera,  who  cannot  avoid  mixin^n  all  the  romance  possible,  makes  him  search 
for  means  to  cross  the  strait.  He  finds  at  last  a  leaty  canoe  half  buried  in  the 
aand,  and  in  this  frail  skiff  he  and  the  Indian  companion  presented  by  his  late 
master  managed  to  gain  the  island.  Others  give  him  Cortes'  messengers  for 
companions.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  18,  very  reasonably  permits  him  to 
hire  a  canoe  with  six  rowers,  for  he  has  beads  to  pay  for  it,  and  canoes  would 
not  be  wanting,  since  the  island  was  a  resort  for  pilgrims,  particularly  at  this 
very  time.  Mendieta,  HiM.  Ecles.,  175-76,  fails  not  to  recognize,  in  the  com- 
pulsoiy  return  of  the  fleet  to  Cozumel,  and  in  the  finding  of  Aguilar,  the  hand 
of  God;  and  Torquemada,  i.  370,  eagerly  elaborates  the  miraculous  features  in 
the  appearance  oi  this  Aai-on,  who  is  to  be  the  mouth-piece  of  his  Moses. 
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exceedingly  glad  to  secure  this  man,  even  though  he 
had  been  a  little  less  chaste  and  brave  and  cunning 
than  he  represented  himself  to  be.  He  foimd  him 
not  only  useful  but  willing,  for  this  humble  holy  man 
was  a  great  fighter,  as  he  had  said,  and  was  very 
ready  to  lead  the  Spaniards  against  his  late  master^ 
though  pledged  to  peace  and  friendliness. 

Early  in  March"  the  fleet  again  sailed,  and  after 
taking  shelter  from  a  gale  behind  Punta  de  las  Mu- 
jeres  for  one  or  two  days,  passed  roimd  Catoche  and 
along  the  Yucatan  coast,  hugging  the  shore  to  note 
its  features,  and  sending  forth  a  growl  of  revenge 
on  passing  Potonchan.  Boca  de  T^rminos  was  now 
reached,  whither  Escobar  had  been  sent  in  advance 
to  explore,  and  within  the  entrance  of  a  little  harbor, 
to  which  a  boat's  crew  was  guided  by  ^azings,  a 
letter  was  foimd,  hidden  in  a  tree,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance the  harbor  was  named  Puerto  Escondido. 
The  letter  reported  a  good  harbor,  surrounded  by 
rich  lands  abounding  in  game;  and  soon  after  the 
fleet  met  the  exploring  vessel,  and  learned  of  the  im- 
portant acquisition  to  the  expedition  in  Grijalva's 
lost  dog.**  Off  Rio  de  Tabasco  the  fleet  came  to 
anchor,  and  the  pilots  knowing  the  bar  to  be  low, 
only  the  smaller  vessels  entered  the  river.  Eemem- 
bering  the  friendly  reception  accorded  Grijalva,  the 
Spaniards  were  surprised  to  find  the  banks  fined  with 
hostile  bands,  forbidding  them  to  land.  Cortes  there- 
fore encamped  at  Punta  de  los  Palmares,  on  an  island 
about  half  a  league  up  the  river  from  the  mouth,  and 

*'  Bemal  Diaz  says  the  4th,  which  is  rather  cloee  reckoning,  according  to 
his  own  account,  for  two  days  are  required  to  reach  Cozumel  from  Cape  San 
Antonio,  nine  days  are  consumed  by  Ordaz  in  waiting  for  the  captives,  and 
four  days  for  repairing  Escalante's  leaky  vesseL  This  alone  brings  us  from 
February  18th,  the  date  of  leaving  Cape  San  Antonio,  to  March  5tn,  without 
counting  a  probable  day  or  two  for  preparing,  starting,  and  returning. 

*o  A  greyhound  bitdi,  really  of  great  service  to  the  hunters.  Bemal  Diaz, 
Hist.  Verdad.j  20,  starts  Escobar  from  Punta  de  las  Mujeres.  Vetancvrt, 
Teatro  Mex.^  Vt.  iii.  112.  CogoUudo,  Hist.  Yucnthaiiy  29,  while  adopting  on 
hearsay  the  more  general  supposition  that  a  missing  vessel  is  found  here,  follows 
Diaz  in  the  account  of  the  exploring  vessel.  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex. ,  25-6,  and 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xi. ,  evidently  attributes  the  name  Escondido  to 
the  finding  of  the  missing  vessel. 
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not  far  from  the  capital  of  the  Nonohualcas,  a  large 
town  of  adobe  and  stone  buildings  on  the  opposite 
mainland,  protected  by  a  heavy  stockade.^^ 

In  answer  to  a  demand  for  water,  the  natives  there- 
about pointed  to  the  river;  as  for  food,  they  would 
bring  some  on  the  morrow.  Cortes  did  not  like  the 
appearance  of  things;  and  when,  during  the  night, 
they  began  to  remove  their  women  and  children  from 
the  town,  he  saw  that  his  work  must  begin  here. 
More  men  and  arms  were  landed  on  the  island,  and 
Avila  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  mainland  with 
one  hundred  men,  gain  the  rear  of  the  town,  and 
attack  at  a  given  signal.^  In  the  morning  a  few 
canoes  arrived  at  the  island  with  scanty  provisions, 
all  that  could  be  obtained,  the  natives  said;  and 
further  than  this,  the  Spaniards  must  leave:  if  they 
attempted  to  penetrate  the  interior,  they  would  be 
cut  oft*  to  a  man.  Cortes  answered  that  his  duty  to 
the  great  king  he  served  required  him  to  examine  the 
country  and  barter  for  supplies.  Entering  the  vessels, 
he  ordered  them  to  advance  toward  the  town;  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  royal  notary,  Diego  de  Godoy,  he 
made  a  final  appeal  for  peace,  as  required  by  Spanish 
law,  casting  upon  the  natives  the  blame  for  the 
consequences  of  their  refusal.     The  reply  came  in 

*^  Mllle  quingentorum   passuum,  ait  Alaminus  naaclerus,  et  domomm 

•Quinque  ao  viginti  millium egregie  lapidibus  et  calce  fabrefectad. '  Peter 

Martyr y  De  Imvlis,  14.  *A  poco  mas  de  media  legua  que  subian  por  el, 
(river)  vieron  vn  gran  paeblo  con  las  casas  de  adoues  y  los  tejados  de  paja,  el 
qual  estaoa  cercado  de  madera,  con  bien  gruessa  pared  y  almenas,  y  troneras 
para  flechar. '  HaUs  and  temples  are  also  referred  to :  *  Mas  no  tiene  vegente 
y  cinco  mil  casas/  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.y  26-37.  *Panta  de  los  Palmares 
{where  Grijalva  aUo  camped],  que  estaya  del  pueblo  de  Tabasco  otro  media 
legua.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  20.  Montanus,  Nieuwe  Weerdd^  77, 
foUows  Gomara  and  Martyr,  in  calling  the  pueblo  Potonchan ;  so  does  Helps, 
Span,  Conq,,  ii.  260-4,  who  frequently  reveals  the  superficiality  of  his  re- 
searches. Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  calls  it  Centla.  Hist,  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  58. 
The  stockade  defences  are  described  in  detail  in  SolUy  Hist.  Mex.^  i.  93-4. 

**  •  Mand6  poner  en  cada  vn  batel  tres  tiros.'  Avila  received  one  hundred 
soldiers,  including  ten  cross-bowmen,  and  took  a  route  leading  across  creeks 
and  marshes  to  the  rear  of  the  pueblo.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  20. 
'Seflalo  Cort^  dos  capitanes  con  cada  cienticinquento  Espafioles.  Que  fueron 
Alonso  di  Auila,  y  Pedro  de  Aluarado. '  A  ford  was  found  half  a  lea^e  above 
the  camp.  Oomara^  Hist,  Mex.,  27;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap.  vii.,  sends 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  by  different  routes.  The  testimony  favors  the 
«appo6ition  that  Avila  forded  the  river. 
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Next  morning  Alvarado  and  Francisco  de  Lugo^ 
each  with  one  hundred  men,  were  sent  by  different 
ways  to  reconnoitre  and  forage,  with  orders  to  return 
before  dark.**  Melchor,  on  being  called  to  accompany 
one  of  them,  was  missing.  Presently  his  clothes 
were  discovered  hanging  on  a  tree,  indicating  that  ho 
had  gone  over  to  the  enemy.  Lugo  had  advanced 
not  more  than  a  league  when,  near  a  town  called 
Centla,  he  encountered  a  large  body  of  warriors,  who 
attacked  him  fiercely  and  drove  him  back  toward  the 
camp.  Alvarado  had  meanwhile  been  turned  by  an 
estuary  from  his  course  and  in  the  direction  of  Lugo. 
Hearing  the  noise  of  battle  he  hastens  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Lugo,  only  to  be  likewise  driven  back  by  the 
ever  increasing  hosts,  and  not  until  Cortds  came  to 
the  rescue  with  two  guns  did  the  enemy  retire.^ 
The  result,  according  to  Bernal  Diaz,  was  two  of. 
Lugo's  men  killed  and  eleven  wounded,  while  fifteen 
Indians  fell  and  three  were  captured. 

Nor  did  the  matter  rest  here.  The  captives  told 
Cortds  that  Tabasco,  concerned  at  the  arrival  of  so 
large  a  fleet  which  augured  hostile  occupation,  had 
aroused  the  province,  the  assembled  chiefs  being  also 
urged  by  Melchor  to  manfully  expel  the  invaders,  as 

annonncod  that  he  took  possession  for  the  king,  and  would  defend  his  riffht 
acamst  all  comers.  The  soldiers  thereupon  shouted  their  approval,  declaring 
that  they  would  sustain  their  captain  in  his  challenge.  Bernal  DicOt  Hist. 
Verdad.,  21.  Zamacois  compares  this  form  with  others  used  elsewhere. 
HisL  Mlj.,  X.  988. 

'*  The  Carta  del  Avunt.  de  Vera  CruZj  in  Cortes,  Cartas,  15,  refers  to  a 
certain  intercourse  held  with  natives ;  on  the  third  day  the  exploring  parties 
start.  This  intercourse  is  spoken  of  by  Qomara,  Hist.  Mex.^  30,  as  the  visit 
of  twenty  leading  men  to  promise  food  and  presents,  but  really  to  spy.  The 
Spaniards  were  encouraged  to  enter  the  interior  to  barter  food.  TorquemadOy 
i.  374;  BemaXDiaZy  Hist.  Verdad.^  21.  Alvarado,  Avila,  and  Sandoval  are 
sent,  each  with  eighty  Spaniards  and  some  Cuban  carriers,  to  explore  by  three 
routes,  and  to  get  supplies  for  payment  only.  Gomara,  Htst.  Afex.,  31; 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xi.  Three  parties  sent  out.  Tapia,  Belacion, 
in  Icaabalcetaf  Col.  Doc.,  ii  559.  Four  captains  sent,  with  over  tw<5  hundred 
men.  Carta  Ayunt*,  loc.  cit. 

^^  Ciomara,  Hist.  Afex.,  31,  states  that  one  of  the  captains  took  refuge  in 
a  building  in  Centla  town,  and  was  there  joined  by  the  other  two.  All 
three  now  retreat  to  camp,  whither  two  fleet  Cubans  nm  for  aid.  Herrera, 
Torquemada,  and  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  follow  him.  Before  Cort^  set  out, 
says  Cogolludo,  Hist.  Yucaihan^  32,  he  had  repelled  an  attack  on  his  own 
camp. 
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of  five  captives,  leading  men,  were  sent  with  presents 
to  the  cacique  to  represent  the  danger  of  further  hos- 
tility, and  to  propose  a  council  of  peace.  Tabasco  was 
very  ready  to  lay  down  arms,  and  he  sent  a  propitia- 
tory offering  of  fowl,  fried  fish,  and  maize  bread  by 
messengers  with  blackened  faces  and  dressed  in  rags. 
Cortds  answered  with  a  reprimand,  *'Tell  your  master, 
if  he  desires  peace  he  must  sue  for  it,  and  not  send 
slaves."  Tabasco  hastened  to  comply,  and  sent  imme- 
diately to  Cortes  an  embassy  of  forty  chiefs,  richly 
clad  and  walking  in  stately  procession,  followed  by  a 
file  of  slaves  bearing  presents.  Low  bowing 'before 
the  bearded  assembly,  and  swinging  before  them  the 
censer  in  token  of  reverence,  the  ambassador  implored 
pardon,  and  proffered  submission.  "  The  blame  is  all 
your  own,"  said  Cortes,  with  severity.  The  Indians 
acquiesced,  though  it  puzzled  them  to  know  for  what 
they  were  to  blame.  Cortds  further  informed  them 
that  the  great  king,  his  master,  had  sent  him  to 
scatter  blessings,  if  they  were  found  deserving;  if  not, 
to  let  loose  upon  them  the  caged  lightning  and  the 
thunder  which  he  carried.  Whereat  the  gun  charged 
for  the  occasion  was  fired,  and  as  the  noise  rever- 
berated over  the  hills  and  the  ball  went  crashing 
through  the  trees,  the  Indians  fell  prostrate  with 
fear,  and  the  noble  Europeans  were  proud  of  their 
superiority. 

Keassured  against  further  punishment,  the  next 
trick  played  upon  them  was  to  tie  a  mare  in  the 
bushes  in  sight  of  a  stalUon  which  they  paraded  be- 
fore their  visitors;  and  when  he  neighed  and  reared 
and  plunged  to  get  to  his  mate,  the  natives  were  told 
that  the  great  beast  was  angry  because  of  the  peace 
that  was  being  made,  and  only  further  gifts  would 
pacify  him. 

inf  8ome  brief  references  to  Central  America,  occupies  about  one  third  of  the 
volume,  and  treats  chiefly  of  the  Conquest.  The  book  is  remarkable  for  its 
black-letter  text,  with  marginals  in  the  same  type,  and  for  its  title-page,  with 
the  figures  of  *  Montenchuma  *  and  'Atabaliba  surrounded  by  battle-scenea 
and  £dian  industrial  operations. 
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Departure  of  the  Fair  God— Signs  and  Omens  concerning  his  Re 
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Before  entering  upon  the  crusade  which  was  so 
painfully  to  affect  the  destinies  of  this  vast  interior, 
let  us  cast  a  brief  glance  upon  the  country  and  its 
inhabitants,  and  particularly  on  that  idiosyncrasy  of 
the  aboriginal  mind  which  opened  the  door  to  the 
invaders.  The  first  two  subjects  are  fully  treated  in 
the  first,  second,  and  fifth  volumes  of  my  Native  Races 
of  the  Pacific  States  to  which  I  would  refer  the  reader, 
being  able  here  to  give  only  an  outline  of  what  in 
detail  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  phase  of  indigenous 
development. 

This  development  awoke  to  consciousness  in  the 
forms  of  the  Nahua  and  Maya  civilizations,  the  former 
occupying  the  northern  portion  of  that  tropical  table- 
land which  rises  to  salubrious  heights  between  latitudes 
22°  and  11°,  and  the  latter  the  southern  portions. 
Round  the  opaque  lowland  edges  of  this  heaven-en- 
lightened interior  the  mind  of  man  seemed  also  dark 
and  low,  dwarfed  by  sandy  sweeps,  or  overshadowed 
by  redundant  foliage ;  yet  it  was  not  altogether  free 
from  the  influence  of  its  neighbors,  for  the  people  of 
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pyramids  of  Teotihuacan  and  Cholula.  For  five  cen- 
turies this  people  flourish,  sustained  by  a  confedera- 
tion of  kings  whose  capitals  become  in  turn  famous 
as  seats  of  learning  and  of  imperial  splendor.  Relig- 
ious strife,  developing  gradusilly  into  civil  war,  wiSi 
attendant  famine  and  pestilence,  opens  the  door  to 
ruder  tribes,  and  the  Toltecs  pass  off  the  stage. 
Throwing  off  the  Toltec  veil  so  long  shielding  them, 
a  number  of  tribes  now  rise  into  distinct  political 
existence,  and  the  stronger,  in  connection  with  some- 
what ruder  yet  more  energetic  incomers,  form  the 
new  ruling  combination,  £he  Chichimec  empire.  Of 
the  leading  power,  denominated  the  Chichimec, 
nothing  is  known;  but  the  permanency  of  Nahua 
language  and  civilization  leads  to  the  supposition  that 
it  is  of  the  same  race  as  its  predecessors.  In  later 
times  the  name  is  also  applied  to  the  wild  border 
tribes  of  the  north.  For  several  centuries  Andhuac 
becomes  the  scene  of  intrigues  and  struggles  between 
the  different  branches  of  the  combination  for  the 
balance  of  power,  during  which  a  number  of  towns 
figure  as  dominating  centres,  and  a  number  of  tribes 
rise  to  prominence  under  the  traditional  term  of 
conquerors  and  immigrants.  Among  these  are  the 
Aztecs,  the  representative  nation  of  the  Nahua  civil- 
ization at  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards. 

Upon  opposite  sides  of  the  largest  of  a  cluster 
of  lakes  which  illuminate  the  oval  valley  of  Mexico 
have  stood,  since  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  three  cities,  Tezcuco,  Mexico,  and  Tlacopan, 
capitals  of  three  confederate  nations,  the  Acolhuas,. 
the  Aztecs,  and  the  Tepanecs.  To  the  first  belonged 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  valley,  to  the  second  the 
southern  and  western,  and  to  the  third  a  small 
portion  of  the  north-west.  Of  this  confederation, 
Tezcuco  was  for  a  time  the  most  powerful;  Tlacopan 
was  least.  While  keeping  to  their  respective  limits 
within  the  valley,  beyond  its  classic  precincts  the 
three  powers  made  common  cause  against  the  barba- 
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rians.  About  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
under  the  warhke  Montezuma  I.,  Mexico  attained 
the  supremacy,  and  during  the  next  sixty  years  ex- 
tended her  empire  to  the  shores  of  either  ocean. 
Within  this  circuit,  however,  were  several  nations 
which  she  never  conquered;  instance  the  Tlascaltecs, 
the  Tarascos,  and  the  Chiapanecs.  Many  there  were 
— for  example,  the  people  of  Tehuantepec,  of  north- 
ern Guatemala,  and  Soconusco,  and  the  Miztecs  and 
Zapotecs  of  Oajaca,  whose  conquest  by  the  Aztecs 
was  temporary — who  either  paid  tribute  for  a  time 
orily,  or  who  threw  off  the  yoke  the  moment  the  in- 
vader's back  was  turned.  The  Matlaltzincas,  west  of 
the  lakes,  and  the  Huastecs  and  Totonacs  of  Vera 
Cruz,  were  subjugated  but  a  few  years  prior  to  the 
appearing  of  the  Spaniards.  These  coast -dwellers 
had  not  yet  become  reconciled  to  the  rule  of  the  in- 
terior lords,  but  hated  them  as  inveterate  foes;  and 
herein  lay  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  success  accom- 
panying the  Castilian  arms.  Indeed,  Aztec  suprem- 
acy was  maintained  in  every  quarter  only  by  constant 
war;  rebellion,  as  soon  as  checked  in  one  quarter, 
breaking  out  in  another.  Further  than  this,  the 
Aztecs,  by  their  overbearing  spirit,  had  become  ob- 
noxious to  their  allies;  yet  their  aggressive  policy 
was  continued  in  full  force  by  the  predecessor  of 
Montezuma  II.,  Ahuitzotl,  with  whom  war  was  an 
absorbing  passion. 

In  the  civil  poUty  of  the  Aztecs  were  elements 
which,  if  given  free  play,  would  by  elevating  the 
people  raise  the  nation  yet  higher  in  the  scale  of 
domination.  This  did  not  escape  the  observant, 
neighbors,  upon  whom  the  prospect  fell  with  chilling 
fear,  a  fear  by  no  means  mitigated  by  the  ever  in- 
creasing tendency  of  the  Mexicans  for  the  immola- 
tion of  human  beings.  Nor  were  the  Aztec  nobles 
pleased  to  see  political  power  shpping  from  their 
grasp  and  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  among; 
whom  the  spirit  of  republicanism  and  equality  was: 

Hmt.  McLr  Vol.  I.    7 
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Princey  he  could  not  have  more  faithfully  followed  its 
precepts.  No  sooner  had  he  assumed  the  sceptre 
than,  throwing  off  the  mask  by  which  he  had  deceived 
the  plebeians,  he  dismissed  every  person  of  that  class 
employed  about  the  palace,  and  filled  all  vacancies, 
civil  and  military,  from  the  ranks  of  the  nobles.  He 
applied  himself  with  energy  to  war  and  diplomacy, 
in  both  of  which  he  was  eminently  successful,  and 
raised  himself  and  his  throne  to  the  highest  pinnacle 
of  grandeur;  whereupon  he  did  not  disdain  the  title  of 
Emperor  of  the  World.  Notwithstanding  his  talents 
and  accomplishments,  he  was  exceedingly  superstitious, 
surpassing  in  this  respect  many  of  his  followers,  and 
was  dependent  on  diviners  and  astrologers,  appeal- 
ing also  to  the  counsels  of  Nezahualpilli  and  other 
prominent  personages.  Men,  whom  he  knew,  he  did 
not  fear;  but  the  gods,  whom  he  did  not  know,  he 
feared  exceedingly.  And  because  he  practised  human 
sacrifice  to  propitiate  them  he  has  been  called  cruel, 
but  the  actions  of  a  blind  devotee  of  religion  must 
not  be  measured  by  a  too  critical  standard.  There  wa>s 
nothing  cruel  in  the  wish  of  Caligula,  however  hate- 
ful and  vindictive  it  might  be,  that  the  Roman  people 
had  but  one  head,  so  that  he  might  strike  it  off  at  a 
single  blow;  but  when  he  tortured  men  and  women 
for  amusement  while  at  his  meals,  that  was  the 
quintessence  of  cruelty.  As  for  honor,  integrity,  and 
all  those  virtues  which  go  to  make  a  man,  we  must 
not  expect  them  in  princes  or  in  politicians;  yet  we 
may  safely  say  that  in  all  the  generous  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  the  Aztec  monarch  was  no  whit 
behind  contemporary  European  rulers. 

From  all  which  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Montezuma, 
though  most  magnificent  and  lordQy  among  his  lords, 
was  not  popular  with  the  masses,  and  his  position  at 
this  juncture  was  not  of  the  safest.  His  extravagance 
exceeded  all  bounds ;  his  continuous  wars  were  expen- 
sive ;  and  to  meet  the  heavy  draughts  upon  the  treas- 
iu*y  required  excessive  taxation.     This  was  made  to 
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For  the  chief  divinity  of  the  Nahua  nations  was 
Quetzalcoatl,  the  gentle  god,  ruler  of  the  air,  con- 
troller of  the  sun  and  rain,  and  source  of  all  prosperity. 
In  the  palmy  days  of  the  Toltecs  he  had  been  their 
king,  the  creator  of  their  golden  age,  giving  them 
metals,  improved  government,  and  products  of  spon- 
taneous growth;  after  which  he  was  their  god,  with 
his  chief  shrine  at  Cholula,  where  surrounding  peoples, 
even  those  inimical  to  the  city,  maintained  temples  for 
his  worship.  From  toward  the  rising  sun  Quetzalcoatl 
had  come;  and  he  was  white,  with  large  eyes,  and 
long  black  hair,  and  copious  beard.  After  a  final  rule 
of  twenty  years  at  Cholula  he  set  out  for  the  country 
whence  he  came,  and  on  reaching  the  seaboard  of  Go- 
azacoalco  he  sailed  away  on  a  craft  of  snakes.  His  last 
words  were  that  one  day  bearded  white  men,  brethren 
of  his,  perhaps  he  himself,  would  come  by  way  of  the 
sea  in  which  the  sun  rises,  and  would  enter  in  and 
rule  the  land;^  and  from  that  day,  with  a  fidelity  be- 
fitting Hebrews  waiting  the  coming  of  their  Messiah, 
the  Mexican  people  watched  for  the  fulfilment  of  this 
prophecy,  which  promised  them  a  gentle  rule,  free 
from  bloody  sacrifices  and  oppression;  but  to  their 
sovereign  the  thought  gave  rise  to  deep  apprehension, 
for  then  his  own  reign  must  terminate. 

Thus  it  was  that  the  tidings  of  strange  sails  and 
bearded  white  men  on  their  eastern  border  were  re- 
ceived at  the  gay  capital  with  mingled  fear  and  joy. 
And  marvel-mongers  went  about  the  streets  talking 
of  the  good  Quetzalcoatl  and  his  pedigree,  of  the  signs 
and  wonders  that  had  been  seen,  the  prodigies,  oracles, 
and  occult  divinations,  as  in  ancient  Athens  the  old 
families  of  Ol3anpus,  with  their  ape-gods  and  bull-gods 
of  Memphis,  and  the  dog -headed  monster  Anubis, 
were  discussed;  and  as  for  Rome,  Lucan  has  recorded 

^  SeeNa^ve  Races,  iii.  and  v.,  25-6,  for  the  myths  relating  to  Quetzalcoatl, 
And  to  their  interpretation,  in  which  occur  the  characters  of  the  Messiah  and 
the  apostle  Saint  Thomas,  with  whom  some  pious  chroniclers  have  identified 
him.  The  Saint  Thomas  idea  is  advocated  in  Floraicia,  Hist.  Prov.  Comp. 
de  Jf^ust  234. 
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back  for  generations,  should  all  converge  toward  the 
coming  or  the  brethren  of  Quetzalcoatl  at  the  very 
time  the  Spaniards  appeared,  and  that  the  latter  should 


Argnment  to  prove  it  a  volcanic  eruption,  one  of  his  points  being  that  the  orig- 
inal picture- writing  places  the  light  as  appearing  behind,  or  from,  the  mountainB 
east  of  the  city.  In  1510,  JxtUlxochiU,  /list.  Chick. ,  278,  or  year  five,  toxtli. 
Codex  Chimalpopoca,  MS.;  Camarrjo,  Hist.  Tlax.,  139.  Torquemada,  who 
had  no  other  authority  for  the  preceding  comet  than  Herrera,  considered 
that  by  the  comet  was  meant  this  light,  i.  234.  Humboldt  suggests^  that 
the  fiery  pyramid  may  have  been  a  zodiacal  light.  Astrologers  announced 
that  it  portended  wars,  famine,  pestilence,  mortality  amonff  the  lords,  every 
imaginable  ill,  in  fact,  and  causing  one  general  cry  of  &ar  and  lament. 
Montezuma  himself  was  so  troubled  that  he  applied  for  advice  to  Nezabual- 
pilli,  although  they  had  not  been  on  speaking  terms  for  some  time.  This 
royal  astrologer  showed  his  apprehensions  by  ordering  all  campaigns  then 
upon  his  hands  to  be  suspended,  and  announced  to  his  confrere  that  the 
disasters  in  store  would  be  brought  upon  the  empire  by  a  strange  race. 
Montezuma  expressed  his  disbelief,  and  proposed  a  game  of  Uaclitli  to  de 
cide  the  interpretation.  As  if  resigned  to  the  fate  predicted  for  himself, 
and  desirous  of  showing  how  little  ho  appreciated  wealth  and  power,  Neza- 
hualpilli  is  said  to  have  staked  on  the  result  his  kingdom  against  three  turkey 
cocks.  The  wager  was  not  so  hazardous,  however,  as  it  seemed,  for  the  king 
of  Tezcuco  was  a  good  player.  After  allowing  Montezuma  to  win  the  first  two 
points,  and  raising  high  his  hopes,  he  stopped  his  exultation  by  scoring  the  rest 
lor  himself.  StiU  doubtful,  Montezuma  called  on  an  astrologer  famous  for 
his  many  true  announcements,  only  to  receive  confirmation  of  Nezahualpilli's 
utterance,  whereupon  the  irate  monarch  caused  the  house  to  be  pulled  down 
over  the  diviner,  who  perished  in  the  ruins.  IxUilxochitl^  Hist.  Chich.,  278-9; 
Veytia^  Hist.  Ant.  M^j.y  iii.  345-7.  Clavi^ero,  who  connects  the  game  with  a 
comet,  is  quite  earnest  in  asserting  his  belief  in  traditions  and  presages  of  the 
coniiuLf  of  Si>ajjijir!l3,  a^  attested  b}'  native  mmtingEi  tuul  by  mtnesaea  of 
hi^Ii  standing.  *  8o  11  Denioaio  proiioatioava  Ic  futiiiti  calajiilt*^  per  ing^imar 
qmS  *niisen*bili  Popoli,  il  pietosiBsimQ  Dio  le  anrmn^ijiva  per  di,«iporrQ  1  loro 
apiriti  al  Vangelo/  Storia  J/<i^a*,  i,  *2SS-9-  According  to  Dumn,  the  Bwminon- 
iiig  of  Ne^^iilnialpilli  was  dwe  to  a  iX>oiet  mtti  an  cnomiona  taii^  which  burst 
upon  the  view  of  il  tc?inplc-watclier  aa  it  nj^a  in  iho  eaat  and  setUetl  al>ovi3  the 
«ity.  Alontc^mjtJi,  \vhQ  had  Ijeen  roused  to  witness  tho  phentifneHQn,  called 
on  Ma  )»orcfrers  for  nji  explanation,  ainl  on  fin  ding  that  they  Imd  seen 
nothing,  had  tliejn  panisbed  for  their  aloth.  The  wise  To^t^^ucan  then  c&tqc  and 
presagofj  tlira  cakmilics,  wliich  woiild  also  afllict  bimsnlf.  He  was  M^igned, 
and  would  retire  to  awnit  deatli.  Tliis  was  to  be  the  Ifl^t  interview  betwoen 
the  two  kingsi,  Hi^t.  htd. ,  MS*,  ii.  274— ^Tn  Tariqucmadn,  coinpnrHs  the  oomet  to 
tJiat  which^  a^cotdina  to  Joseph us^  lib.  vii.  cap,  xii,,  prBsaged  the  entry  of  Titus 
into  .rudeft.  Wlicn  Nesaihiiolpilli  returnee  I  to  hie  paku?o,  a  hir^  ran  into  tho 
hiills,  pur^ied  by  eager  domesticg,  bnt  he  btulc  thorn  to  leave  it,  sayinj^  tliat 
e  vc!  n  ao  won  Id  a  s  trangejx^ple  c  n  ter  in  to  A  n4huac  vd  tiiou  t  vesi  stance*  ToTfi  ne- 
Tfiriffn,  i,  21 1-12,  2H.  Bcmal  Diaz  speaks  of  a  round  sif^iin  thf;  cMWitera  sky,  of 
a  reddish  gr^en,  to  which  was  att^wched  a  stTeals.  extend  in  af  east  wartl.  The  con- 
fi^^uent  prediction  a  of  wiir  and  ptjstilence  ha  find  a  fullill©d  in  the  eiLmpai^  of 
Cort(5a,  nnd  in  the  smallpox  epidemic  introiluced  by  Narvaez*  fln*f.  Vfidnd. 
(Paris  ed*  ISvJ7),  iv.  4(i0-!*  Among  the  a4:c.oiints  of  celestial  Bigns  which 
may  be  baaed  on  the  preceding  h  one  >>y  Cflmargo,  describing  a  brigbtneaa  ob- 
served in  the  east  by  the  Tlaacaltccs,  three  honrs  before  dawn,  acc'>mp&^nied  by 
a  whirlwind  of  diiat  from  tlie  aiimmit  of  Mount  Matlalcnejc.  Refiiesal  r^t'era 
probably  to  the  same  whirlwind  under  the  gube  of  a  white  eloud,  likcapUW, 
which  often  iipp(?ared  in  the  eastlx?fore  sunriae,  and  afterwanl  dflscerded  ^ipt>n 
the  cro«s  erected  in  Tlaacala  by  tlic  Spaniai'da.     The  uativeii  »c^e^  tt^d  thin 


be  in  so  many  respects  as  the  good  gods  themselves 
were  to  have  been.  The  prophecies  of  Isaiah  are 
dim  indeed  and  mifathomable  as  compared  with  these. 

as  an  intimation  that  the  new-comers  were  heaven's  chosen  people,  and 
received  the  cross.  Hist.  CJiyapa^  304;  Camargo,  Hist.  Tlax.y  140.  Gomara 
appears  to  connect  this  eastern  lieht  with  a  thick  smoke  and  with  tlic 
fiery  pyramid,  which  were  followed  by  a  battle  in  the  sky  between  bodies 
of  armed  men,  attended  with  great  slaughter.  Some  of  the  courtiers  sur- 
rounding Montezuma  while  he  observed  this  phenomenon,  pointed  out  that 
the  arms  and  dress  of  the  victorious  faction  resembled  those  in  the  chest 
which  had  been  washed  up  on  the  coast.  He  declared  his  conviction, 
however,  that  they  must  be  relics  of  his  divine  ancestors,  not  of  mortal  beings 
who  fell  on  a  battle-field,  as  these  forms  appeared  to  do.  He  proposed,  as  a 
test,  that  they  should  break  the  divine  sword.  This  they  tried,  but  in  vain, 
and  remained  mute  with  wonder  at  its  flexibility  and  strength.  Hist,  Mex.  ,214; 
UtrrtTiiy  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ix.  Mendieta  places  this  sign  in  151 1 .  UisL  Ecles. , 
179.  The  last  celestial  sign,  as  described  by  Mendieta,  is  a  large,  brilliant 
comet,  which  appeared  the  very  year  of  the  Spaniards'  arrival,  and  remained 
immovable  in  the  air  for  several  days.  Hist.  Ecles.,  180.  Before  Nezahualpilli 
returned  to  his  capital,  after  interpreting  the  fiery  signs,  he  was  feasted  by 
Montezuma,  and  the  two  monarchs  thereupon  retired  to  the  diviners'  chamber 
to  search  into  the  legends  of  their  forefathers  for  further  lisht  upon  the  omens. 
From  this  circumstance  grew  the  story  that  the  twain  had  made  a  journey  to 
the  ancient  home  of  their  race.  Nezahualpilli,  being  a  conjurer,  took  Monte- 
zuma through  the  air  to  the  Seven  Caves,  where  they  conversed  with  the 
brethren  of  their  ancestors.  On  learning  that  the  first  named  was  a  descend- 
ant of  the  great  Chichimecatl  Xolotl,  he  was  offered  the  government  of  this 
region,  but  declined,  promising,  however,  to  return  at  a  later  date.  Torque- 
madaj  i.  212-13.  Duran  applies  to  the  reign  of  Montezuma  I.  a  similar  story, 
which  is  more  appropriate  to  the  present  subject.  Elager  to  acquaint  his 
ancestors  with  the  glorious  achievements  of  their  progeny,  and  to  learn  some- 
thins  of  the  old  home,  this  monarch  sent  a  force  of  sixty  sorcerers  on  a  mission 
to  Chicomoztoc,  with  numerous  presents  for  Coatlicue,  the  mother  of  the  di- 
vine Huitzilopochtli.  Transforming  themselves  into  animals,  they  reached 
the  sacred  region  occupied  by  some  Aztecs  whom  the  god  had  left  behind 
when  he  set  out  on  his  career  of  conquest.  These  veneraole  settlers  were  not 
a  little  surprised  to  behold  in  the  effeminate  and  ephemeral  specimens  before 
them  the  descendants  of  that  doughty  leader  and  of  his  companions.  On  reach- 
ing the  abode  of  the  divine  mother,  the  sorcerers  found  an  old  woman  sorrow- 
ing over  her  lost  son.  The  news  of  his  glorious  fate  roused  her  interest,  and 
she  was  induced  to  reveal  several  prophecies  by  her  son,  among  them  one 
concerning  the  coming  of  a  strange  people  to  wrest  the  land  from  the  Mexicans. 
The  messengers  were  dismissed  with  presents  of  food  and  clothing,  and  re- 
turned to  their  master  with  twenty  of  their  number  missing.  Hist.  Ind.^  MS., 
i.  407-86.  Additional  facts  may  be  found  in  Native  RaceSy  v.  422-4,  etc. 
Another  visit  to  the  spirit  world  is  attributed  to  Papantzin,  sister  of  Montezuma 
II.,  who,  shortly  after  his  accession,  had  married  the  lord  of  Tlatelulco.  He 
soon  died,  and  after  ruling  for  a  few  years  she,  in  1509,  followed  him  to  the 
grave.  She  was  buried  with  great  pomp  in  her  garden,  in  a  vault  closed  by 
a  flag-stone.  The  next  morning  she  was  discovered  sitting  on  the  steps  of  the 
bath  adjoining  the  vault.  Her  niece,  a  child  of  five  or  six  years,  was  the 
first  to  notice  her.  Too  young  to  understand  what  would  frighten  older 
heads,  she  fearlessly  approached  the  resurrected  woman,  and  was  told  to 
call  Papantzin's  mayordoma.  This  old  dame,  on  receiving  the  summons, 
thought  it  a  child's  prank,  and  would  not  stir,  but  at  last  she  yielded,  and 
on  seeing  the  form  of  her  late  mistress,  swooned  with  fear.  Others  proved 
more  courageous,  and  carried  her  into  the  house.     Papantzin  now  enjoined 


To  what  end  are  signs  that  cannot  be  interpreted  until 
after  the  occurrence,  as  is  generally  the  case,  when 
their  interpretation  is  not  needed,  sages  do  not  say. 

ailence,  and  wished  to  call  Montezuma,  but  no  one  daring  to  appear  before 
the  cruel  and  superstitions  monarch,  Nezahualpilli  was  summoned,  and  he 
brought  the  brother  with  him  to  her  dwelling,  together  with  several  attend- 
ants. To  them  she  related  that,  on  being  released  from  her  earthly  bonds, 
she  had  entered  a  boundless  plain,  upon  a  road  which  soon  divided  into 
several  branches.  On  one  side  was  a  fiercely  running  stream,  which  she 
attempted  to  cross,  but  was  motioned  back  by  a  youth  of  tine  stature, 
dressed  in  a  loose  robe  of  dazzling  whiteness.  His  face,  bright  as  a  star, 
was  of  fair  complexion,  the  eyes  grey,  and  the  forehead  marked  with  a  cross. 
Taking  her  by  the  hand,  he  led  her  up  the  valley  past  heaps  of  dead  men's 
bones,  from  many  of  which  rose  the  sound  of  lament.  She  also  observed  a 
number  of  black  persons,  with  horns  and  deer  legs,  building  a  house.  As  the 
sun  rose,  large  vessels  could  be  seen  ascending  the  river,  bearing  white  and 
bearded  men  in  strange  attire,  with  shining  head-^ear,  and  standard  borne 
aloft.  They  were  children  of  the  sun.  The  youth,  m  pointing  them  out,  said 
that  God  did  not  yet  wish  her  to  pass  the  river,  which  could  never  be  recrossed, 
but  to  wait  and  bear  testimony  to  the  faith  coming  with  these  men,  who  were 
destined  to  wage  great  wars  with  her  people  and  become  their  masters.  The 
lamenting  bones  were  her  forefathers  — *  who  had  not  received  the  faith,'  is  the 
uncharitaule  term  used  by  Torquemada — suffering  for  their  evil  deeds,  and 
the  house  building  was  to  hold  the  bones  of  those  slain  in  battle  by  the  fair- 
faced  crews.  She  must  return  to  earth,  await  these  men,  and  guide  her  people 
to  baptism.  On  being  restored  to  her  senses  from  the  death  or  trance,  what- 
ever her  listeners  chose  to  term  it,  she  removed  the  stone  from  the  vault  and 
returned  to  her  chamber.  Many  of  those  present  sneered  at  the  stoiy  as  orig- 
inating in  the  brain  of  a  sick  woman,  but  Montezuma  was  more  deeply  moved 
tliaii  lie  cared  to  show.  Ho  never  again  saw  his  sister,  who  lived  a  retired 
life  till  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards.  She  then  came  forward,  the  first  woman 
in  Tlatelulco  to  receive  baptism,  and  under  the  name  of  Maria  Papantzin 
rendered  good  aid  in  the  missionary  cause.  This  account,  says  Torquemada, 
has  been  taken  from  old  native  paintings,  translated  and  sent  to  Spain,  and 
was  regarded  as  strictly  true  among  the  natives,  Papantzin  being  well  known 
in  the  town.  *E8ta  Sefiora  eiu  del  numero  de  los  Predestinados,'  i.  23S-9. 
Ixtlilxochitl,  strangely  enougli,  does  not  refer  to  the  resurrection.  According  to 
him,  the  mother  of  Ixtlilxochitl,  king  of  Tezcuco,  was  the  first  woman  bap- 
tized, and  this  under  compulsion  from  her  husband.  She  received  the  name 
of  Maria.  After  her  came  Papantzin,  now  wife  of  this  king,  who  was  named 
Beatriz.  Cortes  stood  godfather  to  both.  Sahagun  refers  briefly  to  the  resur- 
rection of  a  woman  of  Tenochtitlan,  who  issued,  four  days  after  her  death, 
from  the  garden  vault  where  she  had  been  deposited.  Appearing  before  Mon- 
tezuma, she  annoimced  that  with  him  would  cease  the  Mexican  empire,  for 
other  people  were  coming  to  rule  and  settle.  This  woman  lived  twenty-one 
years  after  this,  and -bore  another  child.  Hist.  Gen.,  ii.  270-1.  At  this  rate 
she  must  have  been  alive  when  Sahagun  arrived  in  the  country;  yet  he  fails 
to  speak  of  her  as  a  princess.  Boturini  applies  the  story  to  a  sister  of  King 
Caltzontzin,  of  Michoacan,  who  died  at  the  time  the  Spaniards  were  besieging 
Mexico,  and  rose  within  four  days  to  warn  her  brother  not  to  listen  to  the 
Mexican  overtures  for  an  alliance  against  the  white  invaders.  The  new-comers, 
she  said,  were  destined  by  heaven  to  rule  the  land,  and  a  testimony  hereof 
would  appear  on  the  principal  feast-day  in  the  form  of  a  youth,  who,  rising 
in  the  eastern  sky,  with  a  light  in  one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other,  woula 

glide  over  the  city  and  disappear  in  the  west.     This  sign  appearing,  the  king 
id  as  she  bade  liim,  rejectee!  the  Mexican  advances,  and  received  the  Span- 
iards in  peace.  Catcilogo,  27-8.     Clavigero  censures  Boturini's  work,  in  this 
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But  in  this  instance  the  testimony  is  abundant  and 
explicit  that  many  of  these  prodigies  were  at  the  time 
received,  not  only  by  Montezuma  and  his  people,  but 

connection,  as  full  of  fables,  and  this  after  solemnly  observinff  that  the  Papant- 
zin  incident  *  fu  pubblico,  e  strepitoso,  acaduto  in  presenza  ai  due  Re,  e  della 
Nobilt^  Messicana.  Trovossi  aJtresi  rappresentato  in  alcune  dipinture  di 
quelle  Nazioni,  e  se  ne  mand6  alia  Corte  di  Spagna  un  attestato  giuridicc' 
Storia^  Mess.,  i.  289-92.  He  places  the  baptism  of  Papantzin  in  1524.  Veytia^ 
Hist.  Ant.  M6j. ,  iii.  348-52 ;  Vetancvrty  Teatro  Mex. ,  pt.  iil.  125-6.  Torquemada 
nves  the  story  of  what  occurred  in  the  spirit  land  in  her  own  words ;  so  does 
Clavigero,  though  he  differs  slightly.  See  also  his  English  translation  by 
Cullen.  As  if  in  confirmation  of  her  story,  ominous  signs  became  more  numerous 
than  ever.  The  big  lake  of  Mexico  began  to  boil  and  foam  without  apparent 
cause,  the  water  rising  high  within  the  city  and  creating  great  damage.  The 
date  generally  accepted  for  this  occurrence  is  1509,  but  Mendieta,  Hid.  Edea.^ 
178,  says  1499.  The  lake,  like  the  sky,  was  connected  with  more  than  one 
mysterious  occurrence.  A  troop  of  Huatuscan  conjurers  arrived  shortly  after 
this  in  the  imperial  city  to  exhibit  tricks,  in  one  of  which  they  cut  off  their 
hands  and  feet,  disclosing  bleeding  stumps,  and  then  replaced  the  members. 
In  order  to  test  whether  this  was  an  illusion  or  not,  the  emperor  ordered  the 
severed  members  to  be  thrown  into  boiling  water  before  they  were  returned  to 
the  performers.  This  unwarranted  curiosity  stirred  the  magicians  to  the  very 
core,  and  before  retiring  they  predicted  thisit  the  lake  would  be  tinged  with 
blood,  and  that  their  avengers  would  soon  appear  in  a  strange  people,  the  con- 
querors of  the  empire.  Not  long  after,  Montezuma  noticeci  streaks  of  blood 
in  the  lake,  mingled  with  a  number  of  human  heads  and  limbs.  He  called 
others  to  witness  the  sight,  but  none  save  himself  could  see  it.  Sending  •  to 
the  injured  conjurers  for  an  explanation,  they  replied  that  the  vision  denoted 
great  and  bloody  battles  to  be  waged  in  the  city  by  the  strange  people. 
Hei-rera^  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ix.  About  the  same  time  some  fishermen  caught 
a  grey  bird,  like  a  crane,  with  a  roimd  comb  or  diadem,  resembling  a  mirror. 
On  being  brought  before  Montezuma,  he  was  startled  by  seeing  reflected  in 
this  mirror  the  heavenly  bodies,  although  none  appeared  in  the  sky,  for  it  was 
yet  daylight.  The  next  moment  the  stars  had  vanished,  and  in  their  place 
were  seen  beings,  half  man  and  half  deer,  who  moved  about  in  battle  array. 
Diviners  were  called  to  give  their  explanation,  but  when  they  came  the  bird 
had  disappeared.  Torquemada  appears  to  date  this  as  early  as  1505,  i.  235. 
Camargo,  //ist.  Tlasc. ,  139-40.  Another  great  bird  is  referred  to,  with  a  human 
head,  which  soared  above  the  lalte  uttering  the  prediction  that  speedily  would 
come  the  new  rulers  of  the  empire.  Other  monsters  were  found  in  the  shape 
of  double-bodied  and  double-headed  men,  which  dissolved  in  the  air  shortly 
after  being  brought  to  the  sorcerers',  or  black  hall,  of  Montezuma.  A  horrible 
ajiimal  was  caught  near  Tecualoia.  Torquemada,  i.  214.  During  all  the  years 
of  these  signs  could  be  heard,  at  frequent  intervals,  a  female  voice  lamenting, 
*  Oh,  my  children,  all  is  lost  to  us  I  My  children,  whither  will  you  be  taken?' 
Jd.y  214,  233.  A  similar  voice  was  hearu  before  the  fall  of  Jerusalem.  JosephuKj 
lib.  vii.  cap.  xii.;  Mendieta,  Hist.  Ecks.,  180;  Veytia,  Hist.  Ant.  Mdj.,  iii.  3 IS; 
Sa/tngun,  Hist.  Oen.y  i.  5.  In  1510  the  imperial  city  was  startled,  one  clear, 
quiet  night,  hj  a  fire,  which,  bursting  from  the  heart  of  the  timbers  in  the 
temple  of  Huitzilopochtli,  burned  all  the  fiercer  under  the  efforte  made  to 

Suench  it.  A  precursor  of  this  had  been  the  fall  of  a  stone  column  close  to 
he  temple,  coming  no  one  knew  whence.  *E1  chapitel  de  un  Cii  de 
Vitzilopuchtli,  que  se  llamaba  Tlacoteca,  se  encendi6.'  Sahagun,  Hut.  Conq., 
i.  3-4.  Shortly  after,  the  temple  of  the  fire  god  Xiuhtecutli,  at  Zocomolco, 
was  stricken  by  lightning  and  burned.  This  occurred  without  the  usual 
accompaniment  of  thunder,  and  with  but  a  sprinkle  of  rain ;  many  regarded 
it  as  done  by  a  sunbeam,  and  consequently  as  particularly  ominous.     *  Los 
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by  the  neighboring  nations,  as  the  distinct  announce- 
ment of  the  coming  of  the  gods,  who  did  in  good 
truth  appear  at  the  proper  time  in  the  person  of  the 
Spaniards.  And  what  should  be  their  doom,  those 
stupid  and  profane  men  of  Potonchan  and  Tabasco^ 
who  had  raised  their  hands  against  these  heavenly- 
messengers  I 

We  are  further  assured  that,  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
any  Spaniard,  some  of  the  subjected  provinces  assumed 
an  air  of  independence,  encouraged  by  the  fear  which 
these  occurrences  produced  on  the  Aztecs,  against 
whom  they  were  regarded  as  especially  directed. 
Cuetlachtlan  sorcerers  having  in  their  divining- pits 
conjured  up  visions  of  Mexicans  acting  as  abject 
carriers  to  armed  bearded  men  astride  giant  deer, 
this  people  became  in  1511  so  insolent  as  to  refuse 
the  customary  tribute,  and  even  to  murder  the  Aztec 
officials  sent  to  collect  it.  And  so  involved  was 
Montezuma  in  divers  troubles  that  he  was  unable  to 
resent  the  outrage. 

The  thought  occurred  to  the  Mexican  monarch  that 
perhaps  the  threatened  evils  might  be  averted  by  pro- 
pitiating the  gods  with  greater  sacrifices.  For  this  the 
several  campaigns  then  waged  or  concluded  promised 
an  abundance  of  victims;  and  to  make  the  holocaust 
still  more  imposing,  it  was  resolved  to  consecrate  at 
the  same  time  a  new  sacrificial  stone.  After  diligent 
search  a  suitable  stone  was  found  at  Tenanitlan,  near 
Coyohuacan.  The  sculptors  having  finished  their 
work,  and  the  priests  theirs,  with  loud  hosannas  it 
was  rolled  along  toward  the  imperial  city.  While 
crossing  the  Xolco  canal  the  bridge  broke,  and  the 
stone  sank  beneath  the  water,  draggmg  down  the  high- 
priest  and  his  attendants,  "who  went  to  hell  quicker 
than  the  stone,"  comments  the  pious  Torquemada. 

Indies  decian el  Sol  ha  quemado  este  Templo ;  porque  ni  hemos  visto 

Relampago,  ni  hemos  oido  Trueno.'  Torquemada,  i.  214,  234.  Believing,  or 
pretending  to  believe,  the  city  attacked  by  enemies,  the  Tlatelulcans  rushed 
to  arma,  for  which  oxcess  of  zeal  they  were  punished  by  a  suiipetiHioii  of  all 
their  toivnamcn  who  held  poaitiona  at  court.  ^^TaUiY  Ii(KC4,  \\  Itjl-OT. 
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The  stone,  however, 
on  the  summit  of  th( 
blood  of  over  twelve 
And  now  Montezi 
he  fears  were  alread; 
dire  oppression  is  he 
other  officials,  says 
ascertain  and  impart 
rences  relating  to  a  i 
Wise  and  politic  as  1 
that  this  IS  only  pla 
the  mercy  of  the  m 
up  visions  under  sue 
immediately  come  f 
Huitzilopochtli's  ima 
burned  to  the  groui 

*  Torquemada  assomes  that 
at  the  consecration  of  two 
See  Native  Haces,  v.  471.  Tej 
in  vain  to  move  the  stone  fro 
vdice,  *  Your  efforts  are  in  vain 
a  parallel  in  the  vain  effort  of 
to  make  room  for  Jupiter's  t 
head  to  the  groimd,  shortly 
recovering  from  their  alarm, 
almost  of  its  own  accord.  Ai 
and  finally  the  stone  reaches  t 
Amid  the  invocation  of  priest 
with  the  report  that  no  vestige  < 
extending  toward  Chalco.  Wh 
in  comes  a  messen^^er  to  annou 
had  returned  to  its  original 
Observing  in  this  occurrence  tl 
and  recognizing  at  the  same 
death,  he  ordered  his  statue  tc 
decessors,  on  the  rocky  face  ol 
statue.  I  list,  Mex.,  ii.  204-7. 
Storia  Mess,,  i.  292-3.  Amon^ 
doomed  people  arc  mentioned: 
KingMborourjlCs  Mex.  Aiitiq.^  v. 
dad  de  mariposas,  v  langostas 
Jlerrera^  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  i; 
which  overwhelmed  the  army 
mountains,  rocks  and  trees  cai 
number,  while  others  froze  t 
Others  say  1510.  During  the 
the  ground  opened  near  Mexic 
interpreted  tnis  to  signify  a  v 
with  a  shake  of  the  head.,  tha 
zuma's  delight  somewhat  abat 
acoord6  (Montezuma)  muy  bleu 


This,  and  more  ( 
note,  shows  at  lea 

porqne ....  no  es  increyble  < 
qae  aquel  auiso  se  diesse. ' 
resolved  to  seek  a  refuge 
him.  The  place  selected 
myths  as  an  abode  of  c 
flowers,  and  flowing  with 
As  a  preliminary  step  fo 
sent  to  Huemac,  the  ruler 
messengers.  These  consist 
backs  to  carry  the  flayed  b 
the  skins  of  ten  flayed  men 
they  were  ffuided  by  its  gi 
themselves  oef ore  the  Aztec 
skins  with  the  prayer  of  M 
and  into  his  service.  Un\i 
sion  through  death's  portj 
ents,  giving  the  evasive  re] 
rows  and  await  relief.  On 
the  men  to  be  cast  into  pi 
repeating  his  request  for  tu 
explanation  of  the  many 
answer,  told  them  that  Cicf 
posed  it  to  be.  He  and 
were  kept  there  by  a  superi( 
satisfactory  report  entailed 
fore.  Two  Acolhoan  chiefs 
that  Huemac  should  at  leai 
if  he  still  refused  him  adi 
cloud  rising  at  midnight  1 
or  qnalilies  of  these  messe; 
ter,  Huemac  explained  thai 
pride  and  cruelty.  Let  hi] 
eighty  days.  This  accomp 
the  summit  of  Chapultepe« 
that  he  rewarded  the  chief 
ments  for  the  government  < 
appointed  time  to  Tlachtoi 
proparations  and  return  in 
This  he  did,  after  enjoining 
Arrayed  in  a  human  skin  a 
seatcMi  himself  upon  a  fea 
dwarf  and  hunchback  page 
in  the  distance,  brilliant  ( 
terious  being,  and  hope  I 
however,  and  the  emperoi 
voice  recalled  him  from  I 
Tzoncoztli  temple,  who  re] 
mand  from  approaching  ti 
master  to  dn^.  His  pres 
and  to  infuse  respect  amc 
ment  his  disappearance  be 
must  obey  the  divine  com 
world.  Montezuma  yielded 
side  the  faithful  Tzoncozt 
TezozoTTioc,  Hist.  Mex.,  ii. 
etseq.;  Dttran,  Hist,  Ind.^ 
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or  godsJ  The  beads  and  other  trinkets  given  in  re- 
turn for  their  goods  they  received  as  priceless  marks 
of  favor  from  supernatural  personages.  When  Pinotl 
explained  as  best  he  was  able  the  majesty  and  wealth 
of  his  sovereign,  Grijalva  promised  to  return  some 
day  and  visit  him  in  his  great  city.  Bearing  with 
them  paintings  on  amatl,  or  maguey  paper,  of  the 
vessels  with  all  their  belongings,  and  of  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  with  their  arms,  armor,  dress,  and  atti- 
tude, down  to  their  very  swagger,  and  leaving  orders 
that  the  strangers  should  be  treated  with  every  con- 
sideration, the  chief  men  of  the  province  set  out  by 
fast  relays  to  report  the  awful  tidings  to  the  emperor.® 
Entering  the  imperial  presence  they  prostrated 
their  bodies  to  the  ground,  which  they  kissed,  declar- 
ing themselves  worthy  of  death  for  having  ventured 
unbidden  before  their  lord,  but  their  mission  permitted 
no  delay.  "For  oh!  most  dread  sovereign,'  they  ex- 
claimed, "we  have  seen  gods!  All  of  us  here  present 
have  seen  their  water-houses  on  our  shores.  We 
have  talked  with  them,  and  eaten  with  them,  and 
have  handled  them  with  our  hands;  we  have  given 
them  gifts,  and  have  received  in  return  these  price- 
less treasures."  Then  they  showed  the  glass  beads,  a 
specimen  too  often  approaching  the  value  of  the  gifts 
received  by  the  strong  from  the  weak.  Montezuma 
sat  mute,  scarcely  heeding  the  messages  sent  him  by 
Grijalva,  concerned  most  of  all  that  vassals  should 
not  witness  his  dismay.  Here  again  was  his  phantasy^ 
before  him,  like  the  shade  of  dead  Hector  before-. 

'  'Besaron  todos  las  proas  de  las  naos  en  senal  de  adoracion,  pensaron  que: 
era  el  Dios  Quetzalcoail  que  vol  via.*  Sahagun,  HUt.  Conq,,  L  5. 

*  According  to  Tczozomoc,  an  Indian,  with  ears,  thumbs,  and  big  toes  cut 
off,  arrived  from  Mictlancua^tla  with  the  report  that  he  had  seen  a  round 
mountain  on  the  sea  moving  to  and  fro  without  approaching  the  shore.  The 
informant  was  placed  under  guard,  and  a  chief  with  an  attendant  sent  to 
Pinotl  to  verity  the  statement,  and  to  chide  him  for  neglect  to  report.  They 
soon  returned  to  say  that  from  a  tree  they  had  seen  two  such  mountains  or- 
towers,  from  one  of  which  a  canoe  had  set  out  on  a  fishing  trip.  The  men  on. 
board  had  white  faces  and  hands,  long,  thick  beard,  long  hair,  raiments  of 
varied  and  brilliant  colors,  and  round  head-covering.  The  mutilated  Indian^ 
being  now  called  to  answer  further  questions,  his  prison  cell  was  found  vacant^ 
JJiM.  Mex.,  u.  232-4;  Duraji,  Nist.  Ind„  MS.,  ii.  359-77. 
Hist.  Msx..  Yoi..  I.    3 
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■ays  Duran,  in  his  version,  'and  wish  to  eat  you,  let  them  do  so;  I  promise 
to  look  to  the  future  of  your  children  and  relatives.*  Hist.  Ind,,  MS.,  ii.  366- 
7.  *If  you  are  convinced  that  it  is  Quetzalcoatl, '  continued  Montezuma, 
'adorn  his  person  with  these  jewels  made  for  the  purpose,  and  say  that  I  beg 
him  humbly  to  come  and  take  possession  of  the  throne  which  I  hold  for  him. 
Tdjozomocy  Hist.  Mex. ,  ii.  236-9.  This  author  confounds  Grijalva  and  Cort6s, 
but  allows  the  jewels  and  message  to  reach  the  hitter.  According  to  Duran, 
Montezuma  tells  the  chief  to  ask  the  god  for  permission  to  finish  his  rule; 
after  his  death  he  is  welcome  to  the  throne.  *Que  me  dege  morir,  y  que  de- 
spues  de  yo  muerto  venga  muy  de  norabuena,  y  tome  su  Reyno  pucs  es  suyo 
y  lo  dej6  en  guarda  d  mis  antepasados, '  ut  supra.  Acosta,  /list.  IjuI.,  508-14 
refers  briefly  to  this  subject,  and  to  the  various  omens  and  visions,  some  of 
which  he  regards  as  dreams  imparted  by  angels.  Meanwhile  fresh  messengers 
arrive  to  report  that  the  white  captain  had  spread  the  wings  of  his  floating 
mountains  and  faded  away  in  the  east.  They  bring  later  drawings  and  gifts, 
including  beads,  shirts,  a  hat,  some  biscuits  and  wine.  The  monarch  crunches 
the  biscuits  and  admits  them  to  be  good,  but  the  wine,  with  its  penctrajiMig 
sweetness,  lulling  the  senses  and  calling  up  liappy  visions,  this  delights  him, 
and  specimens  of  both  are  deposited  upon  the  altar  of  Quetzalcoatl  at  Tula. 
Finally,  on  seeing  the  glass  necklace,  he  declares  the  giver  to  be  indeed  the 
Acatl  Ynacuitl,  the  travelling  god  of  the  reed;  and  deeming  himself  un- 
worthy of  so  brilliant  an  adornment,  he  consecrates  it  to  the  gods.  The  best 
painters  are  called  to  give  a  superior  representation  of  the  strange  \'isitors  from 
the  rude  drawings  brought  by  the  messengers,  and  from  their  description,  while 
the  old  and  wise  men  are  asked  for  recollections  and  ideas  which  may  throw 
light  Tipon  the  subject.  After  much  search  a  tradition  is  raked  up,  wherein 
a  race  is  to  come  from  the  east  mounted  on  serpents  or  masted  mountains, 
and  with  them  a  white,  bearded  people,  astride  of  big  deers  and  eagles,  who 
will  land  at  Tzonapan,  and  obtain  possession  of  all  the  land.  They  are  also 
described  as  a  one-legged  people,  with  the  face  in  the  middle  of  the  body,  of 
white  complexion  and  with  long  beard.  In  confirmation  thereof  is  produced 
an  old  painting,  which  agrees  with  those  depicting  the  late  arrivals.  Con- 
vinced of  the  identity,  Montezuma  orders  the  governors  of  the  coast  provinces 
to  maintain  a  close  watch  for  the  return  of  the  strangers,  so  that  he  may  re- 
ceive speedy  notice.  Tezozomoc,  Hut.  Mej-.y  ii.  241-50;  Duran,  Hist.  Lid., 
MS.,  ii.  350-92. 

This  chapter  presents  but  a  faint  picture  of  the  state  of  affairs  within  the 
Mexican  empire  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  Cortes.  As  I  said  at  the  outset, 
all  this  I  have  given  in  my  Native  liases,  and  can  not  of  course  repeat  it  here. 
Further  authorities  on  omens  and  on  the  state  of  the  Aztec  empire,  most  of 
them,  however,  of  no  value,  are  Carhajal  Espinoaa,  Hist.  Alex.,  ii.  5-12;  Bel- 
tramiy  Mexique,  ii.  137-9  and  142-3;  Zamucoit,  Hist.  M<^j.,  iii.  130-2;  Vetan- 
evrt,  Tcairo  Mex.y  pt.  iii.  124-6;  Bos,  Leben  derSee-Helden,  4-5;  Hazart,  Kir- 
cheu'CJescltichte,  ii.  505-8;  Touroii,  Hist.  Gen.  Am.,  iii.  127-34;  Viagero  IJniv., 
xxvi.  192-237;  Larenaudidre,  Mex.  et  Ouat.,  73-5;  Lnfond,  Voy.,  i.  105-7; 
Efffjleston^s  Montezuma,  11-17;  Sammhing  aller  Reii^ebesch.,  xiii.  289-91;  Bus- 
$elh  Hist.  Am.,  i.  76-9;  Laharpe,  Abr^o^,  Lx.  268-73;  Du  Perrier,  Oen.  Hist. 
Voy.,  332-6;  Burke's  Europ.  Set.,  i.  71;  SinoWtVs  Voy.,  i.  214-19;  Cheva- 
lier, Mexique,  7-22;  Mexique  £tutles,  9-10;  Robertson's  Hist.  Am.,  ii.  17-18; 
Bussierre,  L'Emp,  Mex.,  119-30;  Manzi,  Canq.  diMess,  14-19;  Roure,  Conqucte 
du  Mex.,  211-20, 
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nearest  town,  to  welcome  the  white  chief  and  offer 
their  devotion.  They  would  likewise  know  whence 
he  comes,  and  why." 

Instantly  all  eyes  are  on  the  speaker,  who  under 
their  continued  gaze  draws  back,  abashed  at  her  own 
temerity,  while  the  warm  blood  mantles  beneath  its 
clear  olive  confine,  and  the  breath  comes  inconstant 
between  parted  lips.  Cortes  regards  her  as  she  stands 
there  unconscious  of  the  important  service  she  has 
rendered  him;  for  possessed  she  the  power  of  Thetis, 
to  assume  any  form  she  pleased,  the  fair  interpreter 
could  not  at  this  juncture  have  appeared  before  the 
chief  in  any  other  aspect  half  so  fascinating.  Who  is 
she?  The  one  baptized  Marina,  at  Tabasco;  and  who, 
being  the  greatest  lady  there,  was  given  to  Puerto- 
carrero,  the  greatest  gentleman  present.  Why  had 
she  been  given  to  Puertocarrero?  Why  had  not  the 
chief  chamberer  himself  taken  her?  Cortds  had 
weightier  matters  on  his  mind.  He  was  playing  for 
empire,  and  would  not  now  stop  to  divide  the  petty 
winnings  with  his  men.  By  and  by  right  royally  will 
he  reward  the  unsanctified  within  him  for  its  absti- 
nence. As  for  this  girl,  he  seems  now  for  the  first 
time  to  see  her.'  Had  Marina,  the  slave,  been  bom 
in  other  lands,  under  different  auspices,  to  what  exalted 
sphere  might  not  her  personal  loveliness  and  beauty 
of  character  have  entitled  her! 

They  say  she  was  fair  for  an  Indian;  very  beautiful 
she  certainly  is,  and  of  that  order  of  loveliness  that 
captivates  the  understanding  no  less  than  the  pas- 
sions. The  old  as  well  as  the  young  are  ravisHed  with 
her  beauty,  even  as  with  Helen  were  the  elders  of 
Trov.  She  is  about  eighteen,  and  in  form  and  features 
perfect;  her  long  hair  falling  over  smooth,  round 
shoulders,  and  from  large  lustrous  eyes  radiating  a 

Spaniards Ovandillo.  ^M^  Ferc^cui.,  25.  Herrera,  Pitalpitoc.  Soils,  followed 
by  Robertson,  Pilpatoe.  Bemal  Diaz  and  Gromara  name  Teuhtlile,  the  chief 
governor  of  the  province,  who  lived  farther  in  the  interior,  as  the  sender. 

'  According  to  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.y  40,  and  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  iv., 
this  new  interpreter  is  not  discovered  until  four  days  later. 
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was  sold  to  the  cacique,  and  by  him  transferred  to 
the  Spaniards.  With  a  mind  elastic  and  quick  to 
learn,  to  her  native  Mexican  tongue  she  added  at 
Tabasco  a  knowledge  of  the  Maya,  becoming  after- 
ward proficient  in  Spanish.  And  now  no  longer  slave,, 
save  to  the  passion  love,  she  is  to  queen  it  for  a  while 
as  consort  of  the  conqueror,  becoming  in  the  conquest 
second  only  in  power  and  importance  to  Cortes 
himself,  whom  with  her  whole  soul  she  loves,  and  to 
whom  alone  she  clings  after  the  departure  presently  of 
Puertocarrero  for  Spain.  Accompanying  the  invaders 
as  interpreter  and  adviser,  she  shares  their  hardships 
and  rejoices  in  their  successes.  For  is  not  the  daring 
commander  lord  of  her  heart  and  person?  Moreover, 
what  claim  upon  her  has  a  nation  which  drives  her 
into  solitude  beyond  its  border,  and  for  no  crime? 
Therefore,  if  her  newly  found  friends  sicken,  she 
nurses  them;  if  they  despair,  she  comforts  them. 
Nevertheless  she  cannot  forget  her  people,  but  freely 
exerts  her  influence  in  their  behalf,  saving  many  a 
life  and  many  a  town  from  destruction.  Toward  the 
end  both  races  vie  in  showing  her  their  admiration^ 
gratitude,  and  respect;  and  although  to  the  Indian 
the  invaders  become  more  and  more  objects  of  execra- 
tion, yet  he  never  mentions  with  aught  but  loving^ 
reverence  the  name  Malintzin,  or  Malinche,  as  in  his 
tongue  is  called  Marina.* 

town,  bearing  the  name  of  Malinche.  Mexique,  26-7;  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex. 
(Bustamante  ed.),  i.  41;  Berendt^  in  Halazar,  jfUx.  en  1554, 178;  Herreray  dec. 
ii.  lib.  V.  cap.  vi.;  Sahagun,  Hist.  Coiiq.  L  15,  mentions  Teticpac,  and  Oviedo 
names  Mexico  as  Marina's  native  place,  iii.  259,  while  Saavdra  undertakes 
to  reconcile  the  diflerent  statements  by  supposing  that  her  family  came 
originally  from  Jalisco,  west  of  Andhuac,  to  Mexico  city,  and  thence  to 
Goazacoalco.  Her  high  intelligence  indicates  that  she  was  educated  in  the 
capital.  Die.  Univ.j  ix.  774. 

^Mexicans  being  unable  to  pronounce  the  *r,'  Marina  became  Malina,  to 
which  the  tzin  was  aiaded  in  respect,  equivalent  to  dofia  or  lady.  Malinche  was 
a  Spanish  corruption,  which  was  at  times  applied  by  the  Indians  to  Cort^,  as 
the  lord  and  companion  of  Marina,  and  Juan  Perez  de  Arteaga  had  also  the 
appellation  added  to  his  name,  from  being  so  often  with  her.  Bemod  DiaZy  Hist. 
Verdad.y  52.  Another  conjecture  is  that  her  original  name  was  Maliiia,  or 
Malinalli,  signifying  'twisted  thing,'  the  term  for  one  of  the  Mexican  days,, 
applied  in  accordance  with  a  native  custom  of  giving  children  the  name  of 
their  birthday.     The  name  indeed  is  not  uncommon,  the  lord  of  Tlachquiauhco^ 
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them,  and  after  interchange  of  courtesies  led  the  way 
to  the  altar,  draped  in  native  cotton  fabrics,  where 
Father  Olmedo  celebrated  mass,^°  aided  by  Father 
Juan  Diaz,  Aguilar,  and  a  trained  choir.  The  service 
over,  Cortes  invited  the  chiefs  to  dinner,  and  there 
informed  them  that  he  was  a  captain  of  the  greatest 
monarch  the  sun  smiled  on,  Charles  V.  of  Spam,  who, 
hearing  of  Montezuma's  fame,  had  sent  him  presents 
and  a  message,  which  must  be  delivered  in  person 
immediately."  How  easy  the  way  to  him  who  knows 
it  I  Had  Cortds  but  spoken  the  simple  word,  "I  am 
Quetzalcoatl,  come  to  resume  my  rule,"  ho  might 
possibly  at  one  time  have  ridden  midst  hosannas  to 
the  capital,  and  seated  himself  without  resistance  on 
Montezuma's  throne. 

But  the  minion  of  an  earthly  monarch  is  quite  a 
different  being  from  the  fair  god  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Aztec  officers,  who  answer  somewhat  haughtily,  *^  Be 
it  known  to  you  that  our  master  is  the  inferior  of 
none;  and  for  the  present  let  these  gifts  suffice."  Say- 
ing which  the  signal  is  given ;  the  slaves  advance  and 
deliver  their  burdens,  consisting  in  part  of  food,  cotton 
fabrics  more  than  ten  bales,  brilliant  feather-work, 
and  a  cacaxtli,  or  basket,  filled  with  wrought  gold  set 
with  rare  stones  and  pearls.  Cortes  expressed  thanks, 
and  gave  for  Montezuma  in  return  a  carved  and  in- 
laid arm-chair,  some  engraved  marcasite  laid  in  musk- 
scented  cotton,  a  bright  red  cap,  a  gold  medal  stamped 
with  the  figures  of  St  George  and  the  dragon,  twisted 
strings  of  beads,  and  other  articles;  and  would  the 
emperoT  deign  to  wear  the  cap  and  occupy  the  chair 
when  it  became  his  pleasure  to  receive  him?  To 
the  chiefs  were  also  given  some  triilos.  Teuhtlilo 
promised  to  deliver  to  Montezuma  the  gifts  and  the 

*°  Hero  Solia  takea  BemQl  Diasi  to  tAsk  for  aaaeHinc  that  mass  lintl  h^t*ti 
ftlreatlv  amd  on  Friday.  iJiHt.  Affx.^  L  1 21.  But  tht*  ischoTar  is  ttx>  sevoro  upon 
the  Bofdier,  whose  head  is  true  enough,  liowever  may  b<s  \na  ton^tic, 

"  'All  (T<nnara*B  fictions/  aiieors  l>fta  €^^3ttB,  f/iM.  ImLt  iv.  ■iSl,  who  ignoi-oa 
Matina'c)  ability  to  intc'i-pret,  and  thmka  the  interview  waa  litiiit^d  to  tbo  aim* 
^leiHt  «xpr«itaiaiia  canveyi^d  by  bigna. 
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the  end  determined  on,  he  adopted  a  middle  course. 
He  would  decline  the  interview,  yet  not  rudely  drive 
the  strangers  hence,  lest,  peradventure,  they  might 
be  gods  and  successfully  oppose  him.  He  would  send 
them  liberal  gifts,  and  beseech  them  to  depart,  thus 
exposing  at  once  his  weakness  and  Jiis  wealtli." 

A  diplomate  of  the  first  nobility  was  accordingly 
despatched  to  the  sea-shore.  With  him  went  Teuh- 
tlile,  returning  after  only  a  week's  absence.^*  Numer- 
ous natives  were  in  attendance,  among  them  over 
a  hundred  slaves.  Bowing  low  before  Cortes,  who 
had  on  this  occasion  put  on  greater  pomp  than  usual, 
the  envoy  touched  the  earth  with  his  hand,  carrying 
it  to  his  lips,  and  then  he  swung  the  copal  censer. ^^ 
Together  with  Teuhtlile  he  thereupon  seated  himself 
beside  Cortes;  and  it  was  remarked  how  much  alike 
they  looked,  the  Spanish  commander  and  the  Aztec 
envoy,  who,  perhaps,  had  been  selected  for  this 
reason,  with  the  aid  of  the  portraits  made  by  the 
native  painters,  and  as  a  mark  of  honor  to  the  white 
captain.  The  soldiers  not  inappropriately  called  him 
the  Mexican  Cortes.^® 

The  slaves  were  then  directed  to  lay  down  the 
presents;  among  which  were  thirty  bales  of  cotton 
fabrics,  from  gauzy  curtains  to  heavy  robes,  white, 

'5  Ixtlilxochill,  Hist.  CJiich.,  287-8;  Camargo,  Hist  Tlasc,  141-2;  Herrtra^ 
dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  ix.  Torquemada  refers  to  the  similar  mistake  of  King 
Hczekiah  of  Judea,  in  exhibiting  to  the  Assyrian  envoys  his  wealth,  and  thus 
attracting  invaders,  i.  391,  404. 

^^  This  flcutiis  tvix  incredibly  shcrt  time  in  a  country  witliout  liorsea,  for 
JIc:^JcQ  tlcB  over  !20<)  milea  by  xij-cul  from  tUifl  part  t^f  the  coast;  but  With 
numerous  relays  of  nutnera  and  litter- liearcra  tlio  diattiuoo  would  not  ti^c 
Vm%  to  cavei'.  *  E^taa  mcasajcriaa  fuerCi  en  vn  tlioi  y  Mia  iiocUo  del  real  de 
Cortex  a  Mexico,,  quo  ay  retell tii  legntia  y  miu'^/  iUmmrfu  IlixL  ^It^t.y  41* 

^^  Torquetnatla, ,  i.  380,  atwurnca  this  to  Liiva  Ix^cnin  tukciiof  diviiio  fldoiti- 
tion^  but  tho  cci'emoiiy  was  a  qnitu  coounon  mark  of  rusjujvit  for  di^tiiiguiBhf}tl 
persons.  See  KaUrf^  7?ftctft,  iL  2S4-  *Nos  llaTiiiLniD  Toule3*.,..6  dioees,' 
'  lleiico  ivlieti  I  tiiiy  Teides^  or  Ciods*  it  may  bo  understood  to  mc^n  u«/  aa^ra 
Eemfil  Diaz  witli  donBcdqntioiia  pfiiie.  //.>f.  VtrdntLt  32.  But  tho  tm  or 
fr-i  prefix  to  frames  juuat  bo  accept^'d  iii  tliu  iJimo  light  as  tho  loeonBO  but^- 
iri'T.  imd  in  thia  caao  equivalent  to  'hero.*  8eo  also  LVaiTi;cr'>j  AYoWa  if«w,, 
iiL  I'X     ^Demonios*  Ia  Oviedo^s  translation  of  toulea*  iii*  5CKX 

^■^  Si>me  writera  J^iubt  tho  abiUty  of  native  painters  to  havo  given  a  «uiB- 
eiently  aceurate  portrait ;  but  with  the  aid  of  cxplanitt&ry  aigna  therti  was 
llbtlo  diihculty^ 
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colored,  plain,  and  figured,^*  interwoven  with  feathers 
or  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver  thread;  feathers 
and  plumes  of  all  colors,  embroidered  sandals,  and 
marcasite  mirrors.  All  these,  however,  were  trifles 
beside  the  gold,  the  beautiful  glittering  gold  which 
was  now  disclosed,  and  likewise  the  silver.  First 
there  was  a  disk  of  the  yellow  metal,  representing 
the  sun  with  its  rays,  as  large  as  a  carriage  wheel, 
ten  spans  in  diameter,  ornamented  in  demi-rclief  and 
valued  at  thirty-eight  hundred  pesos  de  oro.^  A 
companion  disk  of  solid  silver,  of  the  same  size,  and 
equally  ornamented,  represented  the  moon.^^  Then 
there  were  thirty  golden  ducks,  well  fashioned;  a 
number  of  other  pieces  in  form  of  dogs,  lions,  monkeys, 
and  other  animals;  ten  collars,  a  necklace  with  over 
one  hundred  pendent  stones  called  emeralds  and  rubies 
by  the  Spaniards;  twelve  arrows,  a  bow  with  cord 
stretched,  two  staves  each  five  palms  in  length;  fans, 
bracelets,  and  other  pieces,  all  of  fine  gold,  beside  a 
number  of  silver.  What  could  have  delighted  the 
Spaniards  more?  One  thing  only,  and  that  was  not 
wanting — the  gilt  helmet  returned  full  of  virgin  gold, 
fine  dust  and  coarse,  with  a  plentiful  mixture  of 
nuggets  of  various  sizes  and  shapes,  all  fresh  from 
the  placers.     The  value  of  this  was  three  thousand 

*•  Some  of  them  were  checkered,  which  to  Peter  Martyr  is  a  sufficient  proof 
that  tlie  ^lexicans  played  chess,  dec.  v.  cap.  x. 

^  Carta  delAyuut.  de  V.  Cruz,  in  CorUs,  Cartas,  29.  'Pessaba  ki  do  oro 
quatro  mill  y  ocho^ientos  pessos . . .  tenia  nueve  palmoa  y  medio  de  anchura  6 
treynta  de  9ircunferen9ia, '  says  Oviedo,  who  inspected  the  presents  at  Seville, 
evidently  with  mathematical  precision,  iii.  259.  *  Pcsaua  cien  marcos,  hccha 
como  Sol,  y  con  mnchos  follajes,  y  animales  de  relieue.'  Gomara^  I  Hat.  J/cx., 
42.  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap.  ix.,  describes  the  central  figure  as  a  king  en- 
throned, surrounded  vAih.  foliated  ornaments.  In  the  above  Carta  del  Ay  aid. 
a  peso  de  oro  and  a  castelLmo  are  shown  to  be  equivalent,  and  a  marco  con- 
tains fifty  castellanos.  Writers  diflfer  widely  in  their  calculations  to  reduce 
these  coins  to  modem  values,  Prescott  estimating  the  castellanos  at  811.(57  in 
United  States  money,  and  Ramirez,  in  a  critical  note  thereupon,  at  $2.93. 
PreacoU'it  Max.,  i.  321;  also  edition  Mex.  1845,  app.  ii.  79-92.  See  note  on 
coins  in  J  list.  Cent.  Am.,  this  series,  i.  192-3.  Clemencin,  in  Mem.  Real  Acad, 
de  Hist.,  vi.  illust.  20,  525-45,  enters  fully  into  the  subject. 

'^*  Weighing  48  marcos.  Carta  del  Ayunt.,  loc.  cit.  *De  cincuenta  y  tantos 
marcos,  temia  de  gordor  como  im  toston  de  d  4  realos,'  says  Las  Casas, 
who  examined  the  gifts  in  Spain.  Nisf.  Ind.,  iv.  485-0.  *Otra  mayor  rueda 
de  platii.'  Bernal  Dla:^,  Hist.  Verdad.,  26.  Robertson,  Hist.  Am.,  ii.  16,  449, 
misunderstanding  Diaz,  places  the  value  of  this  disk  at  20,000  pesos  or  £5000. 
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pesos,  and  appreciation  was  attracted  not  so  much  by 
the  amount  as  by  the  significance  of  the  gift,  as  Ber- 
nal  Diaz  remarks,  for  it  afforded  a  sure  indication  of 
the  existence  of  rich  mines  in  the  country.  "It  was 
this  gift  which  cost  Montezuma  his  head,"®  says 
Torquemada. 

The  words  which  followed  fell  on  closed  ears. 
These  so  greatly  admired  gifts  are  but  a  slight  token 
of  the  high  regard  of  the  emperor,  who  would  be 
pleased  to  form  a  friendship  with  his  king;  but  he 
could  not  think  of  troubling  Cortds  to  come  to  him 
through  a  hostile  country;  besides,  he  was  ailing. 
Everything  the  visitors  might  wish  to  aid  their  de- 
parture would  be  instantly  supplied.  This  and  more, 
toor,  foolish  monarch!  As  well  might  he  ask  the 
ravenous  wolf  to  depart  after  giving  it  to  lick  a  little 
blood  from  his  scratched  hand.  For  the  gifts,  a  thou- 
sand thanks;  but  after  so  long  a  voyage,  undertaken 
solely  for  the  purpose,  the  Spanish  captain  dared  not 
face  his  master  without  having  seen  the  great  Monte- 
zuma, As  for  the  road^  its  difficulties  or  dangers  were 
nothing.  Would  the  chiefs  present  their  monarch 
these  further  articles,  and  bring  speedy  answer?^ 

Meanwhile  discussion  was  in  order  among  the 
Spaniards,  and  speculation  as  to  what  should  be 
done.     Some  advised  immediate  advance  on  Monte- 

"  Mmiitrq.  Ind.^  i.  390-  *  Valdria  el  on*  y  la  plata  quo  alii  hubia  20  d 
25,000  c^stcllanofi*  \yeTO  la  iiermosui'a  dfjllaa  y  lii  hechura^  mucho  mjU. '  Loj 
Ctt^oM-i  \\h\  aup.  *  Podia  viler  tate  preaente  veynte  mil  ducados,  o  podoa  maa. 
El  r^Uid  present  tenjan  |>ani  ^.lara  Grijahia. '  Gomara,  HuL  Mfj:.  ,  42.  *  C/lo  re- 
par  ta  eft  lo9  Teuks  que  cuaigo  trac/  says  B^mal  Diaz,  II hi.  Vtrdml,^  27, 
intimating  that  &notbcr  present  w'oa  coming  for  tJie  whit<?  emperor ;  but  it 
wixa  tvppUed  to  tlie  expedition  treasury  like  nearly  everything  obtained  by 
trade  or  eeizuje.  Ilerrfm,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  v^;  Vetmiicvrtf  Tealro  J/tr^^  pt. 
iii.  115.  Brasscur  de  Bonrbourg  estLmatea  the  gold  disk  alone  at  357 ^^iSO 
fmuca*  Hie^..  Kai.  Civ.,  iv.  S5.  Poter  Martyr^  d<!c.  iv.  cJip.  ix,,  gives  a  d^ 
tnileil  d<;»crlption  of  several  of  tb*j  presents. 

'^  Tliia  time  the  presents  for  the  ehiefs  were  some  embroidered  BhirtB^  silk 
Hashes  and  other  things ,  while  to  the  emperor  he  fl<;nt  a  Florentine  ^blot,  gilt 
and  enamelled  with  figures,  three  HoHand  i^birtfl,  and  some  beu4  articles,  not  a 
very  costly  return  for  what  he  had  received.  Eenml  Diaz^  Illat  VerdwL,  27, 
nnil  Ilcrrem^  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap,  vi.^  enumerate  the  presents  given  to  them- 
"Tendiili . . .  kIo  rogo  mucho,  q  pues  estamj^  mal apogentmio  en  el  cdpo  y  art^tmles, 
Be  fues^  eon  el  a  vnon  lugiireB  seyH  o  siete  leguaa  de  alii. '  But  Gort04»  de- 
eljjied  to  leave  the  camp.   G'omara,  Hist.  Mrjr.^  43, 
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zimia's  capital;  some,  fearful  of  the  nation's  strength, 
as  manifested  by  its  arts  and  refinements,  favored 
return  to  Cuba  for  reinforcements.  Cortes  let  them 
talk,  but  said  little.  Traffic  at  first  was  freely  per- 
mitted among  the  men,^  and  as  the  result  was  meagre 
Cortes  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  require  of  them 
a  division.  To  this  irregularity  certain  of  the  Velaz- 
quez leaders  objected,  demanding  at  least  that  the 
royal  fifth  should  be  deducted;  the  commander  there- 
fore ordered  gold  to  be  received  only  by  Gronzalo 
Mejia,  as  treasurer.^ 

Ten  days  elapsed  before  Teuhtlile  returned,  without 
the  envoy ,^  but  followed  by  a  file  of  slaves  bearing, 
among  other  things,  as  a  present  to  the  Spanish  king, 
ten  loads  of  rich  feathers  and  robes,  some  gold  figures 
valued  at  three  thousand  pesos,  and  four  chalcmuite 
stones,  each  declared  to  be  worth  a  load  of  gold,  but 
of  no  value  to  Europeans. 

Teuhtlile  then  stated  that  further  messages  to 
the  emperor  were  useless,  since  the  desired  inter- 
view could  not  be  granted.  He  hoped  the  Spaniards 
would  content  themselves  with  the  promised  supplies 
and  depart  in  peace. 

Turning  to  his  companions,  Cortes  said:  "Truly 
this  must  be  a  great  lord,  and  rich ;  and,  God  willinsf, 
some  day  we  will  visit  him."  Just  then  the  bell 
struck  for  Ave  Maria,  and  instantly,  with  uncovered 
heads,  the  soldiers  were  kneeling  round  the  cross. 
The  priests,  ever  ready  to  preach  their  faith  where 
an  opportunity  presented,  were  soon  at  work.  His. 
words,  however,  made  a  bad  impression  on  the  gov- 
emor,  as  had  also  the  evasive  answer  of  Cortes  to  his- 

'^  *  Y  aquel  oro  que  rescatauamos  dauamos  &  los  hombres  que  traiamos  de 
la  mar,  que  iban  &  pescar,  &  trueco  de  su  pescado.  *  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad, , 
27.     If  80  it  was  probably  after  the  Indians  deserted. 

^  Gomara  refers  to  an  order  to  stop  all  barter  for  gold,  with  a  view  to  let 
it  appear  that  the  Spaniards  cared  not  for  the  metal,  and  thus  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  make  no  secret  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  obtained.  Hisi.  Mex. , 
39.  As  if  the  natives  had  not  already  learned  what  we  wanted,  sneers 
Bemal  Diaz. 

^^  'Que  se  dezia  Quintalbor,  no  bolvi6  mas,  porque  auia  adolecido  en  eli 
camino.'  Berncd  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  27. 
Hist.  Hex.,  Vol.  I.    9 
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message.  He  bade  a  cold  farewell,  and  the  next 
morning  the  Spaniards  awoke  to  find  the  native  en- 
campment deserted,  and  even  the  supplies  carried 
away.  Precautions  were  now  taken  against  probable 
attack,  by  sending  on  board  the  provisions  and  all 
cumbrous  articles,  leaving  embarkation  easy  at  any 
raoment.^^ 

'^  According  to  Gomara,  HtKt,  if  ex.,  45,  Gort^  told  the  governor  that  he 
"would  not  leave  without  seeing  Montezuma.  Solis  elaborates  this  as  usual 
into  a  long  speech,  to  which  TeuhtlUe  replies  with  threats,  and  tumins  his 
back  stalks  out  of  the  camp.  Conq.  Mex.,  L  153-^;  Herrera^  dec.  L  lib.  v. 
cap.  vi 
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himself  somewhat  more  firmly  on  this  soil  than  his 
commission  seemed  to  justify, chance  might  offer  oppor- 
tunity, and  the  signal  service  find  achievement.  Such 
were  the  thoughts  that  just  now  filled  his  sagacious 
brain,  but  the  way  was  by  no  means  clear  before  liim. 

While  the  events  narrated  in  the  preceding  chapter 
were  in  progress^  Montejo,  with  two  vessels,  had  been 
sent  northward  to  seek  a  harbor  less  unwholesome 
than  the  proaentj  where  many  of  those  wounded  at 
Tabasco  had  died.^  As  second  in  command  went 
Rodrigo  Alvarez  Chico,  and  as  pilots,  AJaminos,  and 
Alvarez  cl  Manquillo.  On  reaching  the  extreme 
point  attained  by  Grijalva,  the  strong  current  pre- 
vented further  advance,  as  in  the  former  attempt.* 
They  were  obliged  by  a  gale  to  throw  overboard 
part  of  their  cargo.  Water  failed,  and  in  the  attempt 
to  laud  an  artilleryman  perished.  Prayer  was  now 
their  only  rccoursej  and  this  not  only  changed  the 
wind,  but  brought  rain.  After  a  fortnight  of  mis- 
adventures' they  returned  to  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  and 
hastened  bareheaded  to  the  cross  to  offer  thanks, 
More  wholesome  airs  were  not  difficult  to  find,  but 
good  harbors  wore  not  abundant  thereabout.  The 
only  favorable  spot  found  by  Montcjo  lay  somo  ten 
leagues  north  of  the  camp,  close  to  the  native  fortress 
of  Quiahuiztlan.*    A  high  rock  affording  shelter  from 

^  Bernai  Dia^  Ilisf.  Ferdfid..,  27.  Htiirera,  doc.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap,  vt,^  imd 
others  refer  to  a.  eimilm'  number  aa  being  on  tLie  filck-lLst  Yollow  fever,  or 
vomitonegrOr  now  tlio  scourge  of  tliiB  tiiid  ailjojning  ri?gions,  appears  to  liave 
developed  with  the  groM^th  ot  European  fiettlciiieuts,  and  Clavigero  atstea  that 
It  was  not  known  thei^  before  17--'^  ^'lorkt  M^as.^  i.  117. 

*  ^  Hastji  cl  parage  del  no  grajido  do  IMnuco.  *  Ilcrrerat  loc»  cit.  'Uegaron 
al  pamge  del  rio  graude,  que  cs  eerca  de  Panuco,  adonde  otra  vcz  lltigMno 
quiido  lo  del  CapitA  Jujui  do  Grijalua.'  Bmfi^l  Dktz^  Hist,  Wrdatt,  27. 

'  *Dozjo  diafl  que  gastarou  en  eate  peligrtKio  \4agc.*  Hfrret^^  ubi  eup»  *Bol- 
tiiose  al  cjOk)  de  tit's  »enmiiaa . , . .  Ic  Ealiau  loa  iLo  la  ctj^ta,  y  so  sacauflsangre,  y 
so  la  ofrcCriil  en  pajuelos  por  aiiiistail  a  deidad. '  O^mara,  lii^,  Mt'X*^,  4J^ 

*  [;cttt^xodulL  J/UL  Chlch.j  "81^  Qumuitl^raiu  or  shower*  Jlolhta,  Voca^tti' 
iariQ,  Hence  miny  place.  Herrera  calls  it  CliianliuJUkuij  and  thia  lias  l:»een 
a^lopted  by  Clavigero  and  n>o«t  other  wi'iters.  ProB^ott,  J/fi\,  i.  348^  in  a 
note  holds  lip  Clavigero  ub  a  ataiidord  for  the  spelling  of  ilexioan  uardCi?,  but 
he  for^i^t^  that  tbo  Italian  fornix  iid  In  the  obovo  uoao,  would  he  ixojiie&din^  to 
Kugliah  pt^ople. 
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not  return,  neither  would  he  just  at  present  die.  In 
desperate  cases  spirited  counsels  and  spirited  actions 
are  usually  safest. 

Calling  to  him  his  most  trusty  followers,  Puerto- 
carrero,  Alvarado  and  his  brothers,  Avila,  Olid,  Esca- 
lante,  and  Francisco  Lugo,  he  laid  the  situation  fairly 
before  them.  Shortly  after  these  captains  were  out 
among  the  men,  holding  forth  to  them  privately  on 
the  wealth  of  the  country,  the  ease  and  glory  of  con- 
quest, and  the  prospect  of  repartimientos.  Where  was 
the  benefit  of  returning  to  Cuba?  Surely  they  might 
as  well  hold  the  country  for  themselves  as  to  aban- 
don it  and  let  others  step  into  their  places.  It  would 
be  much  easier  to  increase  the  present  force  by  add- 
ing to  it  than  to  raise  a  new  army  better  appointed 
or  larger  than  this.  Nor  did  they  forget  the  argu- 
ment of  religion,  which,  however  hollow  in  practice, 
was  weighty  enough  in  theory.  "Elect  therefore  to 
remain,"  they  said  in  conclusion;  "and  choose  the 
able  and  generous  Cortes  for  your  general  and  justicia 
mayor  till  the  emperor  decides  in  the  matter."* 

The  opposition  was  by  no  means  ignorant  of 
these  manoeuvres,  and  Ordaz  was  commissioned  to 
remonstrate  with  Cortes.  He  dwelt  on  the  danger 
of  present  colonization,  denounced  any  attempt  to 
ignore  Velazquez,  and  insisted  on  instant  return. 
Suiipressing  the  anger  naturally  ai^ising  from  thesa 
insinuations,  true  as  they  were,  Cort^^a  disavowed 
any  intention  of  exceeding  the  instructions  of  \im 
coinmissioii.  For  himself  he  preferred  to  remain,  aa^ 
anion;^  otlier  reasons,  the  only  means  of  reimbui'sing 
himself  for  his  heavy  expenditures.     If,  howeverj  it 

^  Be  mat  Diaz  relates  witli  CT'eat  satisfaction  how  eamestlj  the  spcfiker 
pIu)(lL'i.L  for  Ilia  votB,  aildrcaaiiig  him  repeatedly  as  *  your  womiiip.  *  One  reason 
lor  tiK'ir  cariiegbiegiSj  hts  implies^  was  the  superiority  in  ii umber  of  tiic  VoIoe- 
qutjz  part3\  *  Los  fletii loft,  >'  iiiuigos  dL^l  Diego  VehijEqucz,  c|ue  crati  luiichoa  Jtiaa 
fitif;  noiAOtTQs.'  Ikrtitvt  Uiaz^  /Ijj^L  W^niatL.  2^Al  Ho  fonns  this  estiiiuit^i 
itmst  Jikt^ly  on  the  propoitiou  of  Icadera  who  fnjni  JGAlousy  of  Gort^ia,  nnd  ior 
(ithf^r  ri^iiftoim.  were  luJdicttnl  to  VL4ai:qiie?: ;  but  their  men  were  pmbi^My 
more  in  favor  of  the  gouenil  tbaii  of  the  t^iptaiiie,  t^  iud;i;o  from  the  resultl 
The  aiiilora  for  ohvionsj  rc44ioiiii  inay  Itave  added  to  the  Vela^uei  number,  if 
|iot  i<t  Uwk  fltreugth* 
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their  way,  every  mouth  was  dumb,  and  the  command-er 
remained  more  potent  than  ever? 

A  colony  being  thus  decided  on,  the  founding 
ceremony  was  peilormed  by  the  quasi  laying  out  of 
a  town,  the  planting  a  pillory  in  the  plaza,  and  a 
gallows  at  some  distance  outside,®  though  strictly 
speaking,  the  town  was  not  properly  located  or  laid 
out  till  afterward.  Referring  to  the  treasures  here 
obtained,  and  to  the  day  of  landing,  the  new  town 
was  called  Villa  Kica  de  la  Vera  Cruz.®  Cortes,  as 
commander,  appointed  the  municipal  oflScers,"  naming 
for  alcaldes  Puertocarrero  and  Montejo,  a  judicious 
selection,  both  for  his  own  interests  and  as  likely 
to  meet  general  approval.  And  here  again  is  dis- 
played the  subtle  policy  of  Cortes,  who  to  this  im- 
portant position  nominates  but  one  from  among  his 
own  faction,  Montejo  being  for  Velazquez.  Thus  of 
an  opponent  he  made  an  adherent,  conciliating  at 
the  same  time  the  entire  Velazquez  party.  ^^  The 
regidores  were  Alonso  de  Avila,  Pedro  and  Alonso 
de  Alvarado,  and  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval;  procurator 
general,  Francisco  Alvarez  Chico ;  alguacil  mayor,  Juan 
de  Escalante;  escribano,  Diego  de  Godoy.  Beside 
these  were  appointed,  in  the  interests  of  the  military 
department,  as  capitan  de  entradas,  Pedro  de  Alva- 
rado; iiuujr^iii:;  du  Li.iiii[>ij^  L  ri^lubal  Je  Olid;  alft^rex, 
Corral;  alguaciles  de  real,  Ochoa  and  Romero^  teso- 
r^ro,   Gonzalo    Mejfa;   contadoFj  AJouso    de  Avila.  *^ 

^  *  Se  puao  villi  pioota  en  In  pla^,  y  f  uem  de  la  Uilla  viia  hor^- '  Btnud  Diag^ 
Hint,  Verdod.,  29;  VUancvrU  TetUro  Mez.,  pL  iii.  116.  Ttia  sigmdes  thftt 
jufitica  waa  in^talled^  lt«  offioera  beini^  next  appointed. 

*  Se«  note  23t  chap.  IL  ^  thb  volume. 

iu  'Nombr6iioa. . .  .por  ol^^dea  y  regidort^/  &ay  diAtmctly  the  &ppomteil 
cffi<>era  tliemiie^lveBf  in  their  letter  to  the  emperor.  Carfct  d^l  Aytiti/..,  in  OoHi*^ 
Ctfdwi,  20,  Bemal  Diaz  also  indicatea  thjat  Cortda  made  the  appoiutroenta^ 
Although  ho  at  lirst  says,  *  hizLmoB  Alcalde,  y  Regidores. '  Yet  it  is  probable  that 
the  rLuthoritiea  wete  ctmfinnotl  fom^ally  as  they  were  tacitly  by  the  members 
of  the  expedition  j  for  Oort^,  »«  he  aoknowledgea,  had  no  real  authority  to 
fonn  a  oettlemenL 

"^  Ti'Mimfmuith  Montejo i  in  Col.  Doc.  InM.t  i*  ^'^O-  *A  esteMoutejo|Kirqu^ 
no  eatana  mtiy  biEU  oon  Cort^A,  por  metelle  en  lua  prtm£^rx>a^  y  principal^  l« 
mand^  nombrar  jjor  Alcalde.*  Bantttf  I}iaz,  Hht,  IVr<iW.,  29. 

13  iiff-rfra^  dec*  ii*  lib.  v.  cap.  vii ;  7\irtfui;rftafhi,  i.  587.  Bcmal  Diaa  ftkipi 
ih^  regidores.     He  thinks  ^^ilhirva]  was  not  ixfappointcd  alf^rt^z  boCAil40  of 
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*'  See  Native  Races,  v. 
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the  (lark-fringed  forests  rose  old  Orizaba,^  laughing 
at  their  distress  beneath  its  cap  of  snow,  and  wonder- 
ing why  mortals  so  superior  should  choose  the  deadly 
tierra  caliente  country  for  their  promenade,  when 
gentle,  genial  And,huac  lay  so  near.  But  presently 
the  senses  quickened  to  the  aroma  of  vegetation;  soft 
swards  and  cultivated  fields  spread  before  them  their 
living  green,  and  the  moist,  murmuring  wood  anon 
threw  over  them  its  grateful  shade.  If  beside  grave 
thoughts  on  the  stupendous  matters  then  under 
consideration,  might  find  place  such  trifles  of  God's 
creation  as  birds  of  brilliant  plumage  and  of  sweet 
song,  they  were  there  in  myriads  to  charm  the  eye 
and  ear;  game  to  fill  the  stomach,  though  not  so 
satisfying  as  gold,  always  commanded  attention,  and 
was  also  plentiful.^  Through  all,  dispensing  life  and 
beauty  on  every  side,  flowed  the  Rio  de  la  Antigua, 
where  a  few  years  later  rose  old  Vera  Cruz.^ 

Crossing  this  stream  with  the  aid  of  rafts  and 
shaky  canoes,  the  army  quartered  on  the  opposite 
bank,  in  one  of  the  towns  there,  which  was  desti- 
tute alike  of  food  and  people,  but  which  displayed  the 

^  The  natives  called  it  Citlaltepetl,  starry  mountain,  with  reference  probably 
to  the  sparks  issuing  from  it.  For  height,  etc. ,  see  HnTnboldt^  Essai  Pol, ,  i.  273. 
Brasseur  do  Bourbourg  gives  it  the  unlikely  name  of  Ahuilizapan.  J/iat,  Nat. 
Civ. ,  iv.  99.  The  ending  *pan*  implies  a  district  or  town,  not  a  mountain.  The 
description  in  Carta  del  Ayunt.,  in  CorUs,  Carins^  22-3,  expresses  doubt 
whether  the  whiteness  of  the  sunmiit  is  due  to  snow  or  to  clouds. 

^^  Alvarado  chased  a  deer,  and  succeeded  in  wounding  it,  but  tho  next 
moment  the  dense  underbrush  saved  it  from  pursuit.  The  Carta  del  AyunL, 
loc.  cit.,  gives  a  list  of  birds  and  quadrupeds;  and  a  descriptive  account, 
founded  greatly  on  fancy,  however,  is  to  oe  found  in  the  curious  Erasmi 
Francisci  Guifieisdier  und  Amencanischer  Blumen-Pvsch^  NUmberg,  1GG9, 
wherein  the  compiler  presents  under  the  title  of  a  nosegav  the  *  perfume  of 
the  wonders  of  strange  animals,  of  peculiar  customs,  and  of  the  doings  of  the 
kings  of  Peru  and  Mexico.'  The  first  of  its  two  parts  is  devoted  to  the  animal 
kingdom,  with  particular  attention  to  the  marvellous,  wherein  credulity  finds 
free  play,  as  may  be  seen  also  in  the  flying  dragon  of  one  of  the  crude  en- 
gravings. In  the  second  part,  the  aborigines,  their  historv,  condition,  and 
customs,  are  treated  of,  chiefly  under  Peru  and  Mexico,  chapter  v.  relating 
specially  to  the  latter  country.  Tho  narrative  is  quite  superficial  and  fragmen- 
tary ;  the  *  nosegay '  being  not  only  common  but  faded,  even  tho  style  and  type 
appearing  antiquated  for  the  date.  Appended  is  Ilemjnersam.,  Onineitiche  und 
Wf8t-Ind^ani8cheRei88hc8chreihungy  with  addition  by  Dietherr,  relating  to  Africa 
and  Brazil. 

-^  *A  tres  Icguas  andadas  llego  al  rio  que  parte  termino  con  tierraa  de  Mou- 
tdcyuma.'  G&inara^  IJUt.  Mex.f40;  TonjueinadOj  i.  305. 
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Samaritan.  In  pursuance  of  which  plan,  when  all 
had  retired  for  the  night,  he  went  stealthily  to  them, 
asked  who  they  were,  and  why  they  were  in  that  sad 
plight,  pretending  ignorance.  And  when  they  told 
him,  this  rare  redresser  was  angry,  hot  with  indig- 
nation that  the  noble  representatives  of  so  noble  a 
monarch  should  be  so  treated.  Whereupon  he  in- 
stantly released  two  of  them,  comforting  the  others 
with  the  assurance  that  their  deliverance  should 
quickly  follow;  for  the  emperor  Montezuma  he  es- 
teemed above  all  emperors,  and  he  desired  to  serve 
him,  as  commanded  by  his  king.  Then  he  sent  the 
twain  down  the  coast  in  a  boat,  beyond  the  Totonac 
boundary. 

Next  morning,  when  told  that  two  of  the  Aztec 
captives  had  broken  their  bonds  and  escaped,  the 
Totonacs  were  more  urgent  than  ever  for  the  im- 
molation of  the  others.  But  Cortes  again  said  no, 
and  arranged  that  they  should  be  sent  in  chains  on 
board  one  of  his  vessels,  determined  afterward  to 
release  them,  for  they  were  worth  far  more  to  his 
purpose  alive  than  dead. 

It  is  refreshing  at  this  juncture  to  hear  pious 
people  censure  Cortes  for  his  duplicity,  and  to  hear 
other  pious  people  defend  him  on  the  ground  of  ne- 
cessity, or  otherwise.  Such  men  might  with  equal 
reason  wrangle  over  the  method  by  which  it  was 
right  and  honorable  for  the  tiger  to  spring  and  seize 
the  hind.  The  one  great  wrong  is  lost  sight  of  in  the 
discussion  of  numerous  lesser  wrongs.  The  murderer 
of  an  empire  should  not  be  too  severely  criticised  for 
crushing  a  gnat  while  on  the  way  about  the  business.** 

At  the  suggestion  of  Cortes,  messengers  were  scot 
to  all  the  towns  of  the  province,  with  orders  to  stop 

^^'Condotta  artifiziosat  e  doppiaL,*  etc.,  eaja  Clavigero,  Storia  Me»»,,  ilL 
*iS»  VI  kilc  Solie  lAUtie  it  tks  '  Grande  &rtiilee  ila  medir  lo  que  dtaponia,  con  lo  que 
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Palamedes  invented  the  game  of  chess  while  watch- 
ing before  the  gates  of  Troy;  a  tame  business,  truly, 
beside  the  achievements  of  the  heaven-bom  Achilles, 
the  hero  of  the  war.  Yet  chess  remains,  while  Achilles 
and  his  heaven  have  melted  with  the  mists.  Who 
shall  say,  then,  which  was  the  greater,  Cortes  the 
soldier,  or  Cortes  the  diplomate?  But  these  were 
barbarians,  one  says,  with  whom  the  shrewd  Span- 
iards had  to  deal;  they  had  neither  horses,  nor  iron, 
nor  gunpowder,  to  aid  them  in  their  wars.  Further- 
more, they  regarded  the  strangers  fully  as  demi-gods, 
probably  as  some  of  their  own  wandering  deities  re- 
turned. True;  but  he  makes  a  great  mistake  who 
rates  the  Mexicans  so  far  beneath  Europeans  in  natu- 
ral ability  and  cunning.  Montezuma  lacked  some  of 
the  murderous  enginery  that   Cortds  had,  and  his 
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inner  life  was  of  different  dye;  that  was  about  all.  If 
any  would  place  Cortes,  his  genius,  and  his  exploits, 
below  those  of  the  world's  greatest  generals,  because 
he  warred  on  enemies  weaker  than  their  enemies,  we 
have  only  to  consider  the  means  at  his  command,  how 
much  less  was  his  force  than  theirs.  What  could  the 
Scipios  or  the  Caesars  have  done  with  half  a  thousand 
men ;  or  Washington,  or  Wellington,  with  five  hundred 
against  five  hundred  thousand?  Napoleon's  tactics  were 
always  to  have  at  hand  more  forces  than  the  enemy. 
In  this  the  Corsican  displayed  his  astuteness.  But  a 
keener  astuteness  was  required  by  Cort6s  to  conquer 
thousands  with  hundreds  and  with  tens.  Perhaps 
Moltke,  who,  with  a  stronger  force,  could  wage  suc- 
cessful war  on  France,  perhaps  he,  and  a  handful  of 
his  veterans,  could  land  on  the  deadly  shores  of  the 
Mexican  Gulf,  and  with  Montezuma  there,  and  all  the 
interior  as  dark  to  them  as  Erebus,  by  strategy  and 
force  of  arms  possess  themselves  of  the  country.  I 
doubt  it  exceedingly.  I  doubt  if  one  in  ten  of  the 
greatest  generals  who  ever  lived  would  have  achieved 
what  the  base  bastard  Pizarro  did  in  Peru.  The  very 
qualities  which  made  them  great  would  have  deterred 
them  from  anything  which,  viewed  in  the  light  of  ex- 
perience and  reason,  was  so  wildly  chimerical.  Then 
give  these  birds  of  prey  their  petting,  I  say;  they 
aeserve  it.  And  be  fame  or  infamy  immortal  ever 
theirs  I  Lastly,  if  any  still  suspect  the  genius  of 
Cortes  unable  to  cope  with  others  than  Indians,  let 
them  observe  how  he  handles  his  brother  Spaniards. 

It  was  about  time  the  municipality  should  find 
anchorage;  too  much  travelling  by  a  town  of  such 
immaculate  conception,  of  so  much  more  than  ordinary 
signification,  were  not  seemly.  Velazquez  would  de- 
ride it;  the  emperor  Charles  would  wonder  at  it: 
therefore  half  a  league  below  Quiahuiztlan,  in  the 
dimpled  plain  which  stretches  from  its  base  to  the 
harbor   of  Bemal  at  present  protecting  the  ships. 


L  A.u.\>^a.Axv/x^    v/x'     X  AJ\yj.KJ» 


where  bright  waters  commingling  with  soft  round 
hills  and  rugged  promontories  were  lifted  into  ethereal 
heights  by  the  misted  sunshine,  the  whole  scene  falling 
on  the  senses  like  a  vision,  and  not  like  tame  reality, 
there  they  chose  a  site  for  the  Villa  Rica,^  and  drew 
a  plan  of  the  town,  distributed  lots,  laid  the  founda- 
tions for  forts  and  batteries,  granary,  church,  town- 
hall,  and  other  buildings,  which  were  constructed 
chiefly  of  adobe,  the  whole  being  inclosed  by  a  strong 
stockade.  To  encourage  alike  men  and  oflScers  to 
push  the  work,  Cortes  himself  set  the  example  in 
preparing  for  the  structures,  and  in  carrying  earth 
and  stones.  The  natives  also  lent  their  aid,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  the  town  stood  ready,  furnishing  a  good 
shipping  depot,  a  fortress  for  the  control  of  the  in- 
terior, a  starting-point  for  operations,  an  asylum  for 
the  sick  and  wounded,  s^nd  a  refuge  for  the  army  in 
case  of  need. 

Great  was  the  excitement  in  Andhuac  and  the 
regions  round  about  over  the  revolt  of  the  Totonacs 
and  the   attitude   assumed   by  the    Spaniards;  and 

^  Villa  Bica  is  the  name  appearing  in  the  first  royal  charter  of  1523,  bnt 
with  later  foundations  Vera  Cruz  became  the  title.  Panes,  Extension  Vera- 
crvZy  MS.,  1  et  scq.  The  municipal  council,  however,  distinctly  calls  it  la 
Rica  Villa  de  la  Veracniz  and  oucht  to  be  the  proper  authority  K)r  the  form 
of  name  first  appUed.  Carta  delAyunt.y  in  Cortds,  Cartas,  1  et  seq.  *  Y  luego 
ordenamos  de  hazer,  y  fundar,  6  poblar  vna  Villa,  que  se  nombr6  la  Villa  Rica 
de  la  Vera-Cruz ;  porque  Uegamos  Jueves  de  la  Cena,  y  desembarcamos  en 

Uiemes  Santo  de  la  Cruz,  6  rica  por  aqnel  Cauallero  que dbco  que  mirasse 

las  tierras  ricas.*  Bemal  DiaZy  Hist,  Verdad.y  29.  'Llamola  Villa  Rica  a  la 
nueua  poblacid,  y  de  la  Veracruz,  por  auer  desembarcado  el  Viemes  S&to,  y 
Rica,  por  la  riqueza  que  se  auia  descubierto.*  Jlerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap. 
Tii.  Although  nominally  founded  adjacent  to  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  there  was  no 
intention  to  build  the  town  on  that  unhealthy  and  dreary  spot.  The  first 
actual  foundation  took  place  at  the  harbor  of  Bemal.  Nearly  five  years  later 
the  town  rose  anew  on  tne  present  Rio  de  la  Antigua,  where  it  became  known 
alone  as  Vera  Cruz.  In  1599  the  actual  or  new  \^Bra  Cruz  found  itself  finally 
planted  on  the  very  site  of  the  first  nominal  foundation.  The  chief  reason  for 
this  change  was  probablv  the  need  for  the  better  protection  against  filibusters 
afforded  by  the  island  of  San  Juan  de  Ulna,  whose  batteries  commanded  the 
harbor.  See  AlbornoZf  Carta  cd  Emprrrrdor^  Dec,  1525,  in  /cozdolc^'ta,  Col 
I)ot\i  i.  4dX  The  clmrter  for  la  ^'i  i  «  i  ulad  de  Lt  Vera -Cruz  woii  granted 
July  JO,  1G15.  tW^e,  Mfm.^Not.^  ili^;  Ciui  i^jera,  Si&ria  Mcss.t  iii.  iiO;  A'a'CAJ, 
ni<L  Jafftpa,  i.  27;  liumbofdL  /^?J*  Pol.,  i.  270^7.  Akgre,  IJist.  Com  p.  d4 
Jf^jiu^iL  HlMK),  liafl  60IT16  eiC4;llcnt  rema^rks  horecjn*  Few  aath^ra,  hawover, 
are  fr*;e  from  blnndcj-s  iritli  rugarU  to  tJiiJ  dilTercnt  sites,  even  LoTOn^aJa*  oont 
mi t ting  more  than  uue.  Vortiu,  11  ml.  N.  Eapai'm,  3S1, 
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dissemblings  breathed  into  the  ears  of  two  poor  cap- 
tives— see  how  they  shot  forth  like  winged  swords  tc 
stop  an  army  on  the  point  of  marching  to  its  slaugh- 
ters! Here,  as  in  scores  of  other  instances,  Cortes' 
shrewdness  saved  him  from  disaster.  , 

For  in  the  midst  of  the  warlike  preparations  arrived 
the  two  released  collectors,  and  their  presentation  of 
the  magnanimity  of  the  white  chief,  of  his  friendly 
conduct  and  warm  assurances,  materially  changed 
the  aspect  of  affairs.  There  was  no  alliance;  there 
was  no  rebellion;  the  Totonacs  dared  not  rebel  with- 
out foreign  support;  with  them  Montezuma  would 
settle  presently.  And  with  no  little  alacrity  did  he 
countermand  the  order  for  troops,  and  send  an  em- 
bassy to  Cortds.  Thus  through  the  vacillating  poUcy 
which  now  possessed  the  Mexican  monarch  was  lost 
the  opportunity  to  strike  the  enemy  perhaps  a  fatal 
blow;  and  thus  by  that  far  off  impalpable  breath 
was  fought  and  won  another  battle,  this  time  van- 
quishing the  king  of  kings  himself,  with  his  hundred 
thousand  men. 

The  embassy  sent  comprised  two  of  Montezuma's 
nephews,*  accompanied  by  four  old  and  honorable 
caciques.  They  were  to  express  the  monarch's  thanks 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  to  remonstrate  against  the  re- 
volt encouraged  by  their  pru^unce.  He  hud  become 
assured  that  they  were  of  the  race  predicted  by  his 
forefathers,  and  consequently  of  his  own  lineage;  out 
of  regard  for  them,  as  guests  of  the  revolted  people, 
he  would  withhold  present  chastisement.  A  gift  of 
robes  and  feathei'-work,  and  gold  worth  two  thousand 
casteUanos,  accompanied  the  message.** 

We  cannot  blame  Cortes  if  his  heart  danced  to  its 
own  music  as  he  assured  the  envoys  that  he  and  all 
his  people  continued  devoted  to  their  master;  iu  proof 
of  wliich  he  straightway  produced  the  other  three 

* ' Figiuoli  pOT^edel stiof ratelloCQitlflhuatEm.'  Clarngt^Oj  Storia Afess.^ui.  30. 
'^^Ciertaa  pie^aa  de  oro  y  plata  bicn  labratlaa,  y  xn  eaaquctc  dc  ora  niDnu-' 
do .  ^ « Peso  todo  uiito  dos  milj  y  nouenta  CafitGllaiD.09.  ^  Oomura,  IJisL  Ilex. ,  58. 
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embark,  a  deputation  appeared  to  protest  against 
permitting  any  to  depart,  as  a  proceeding  prejudicial 
to  the  service  of  God,  and  of  the  king.  "Men  who 
at  such  a  moment,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
desert  their  flag  deserve  death."  These  were  the 
words  of  Cortes  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  speaker. 
Of  course  the  order  concerning  the  vessel  was  re- 
called, and  the  men  of  Velazquez  were  losers  by  the 
affair.® 

The  expedition,  composed  of  four  hundred  sol- 
diers, with  fourteen  horses,  and  the  necessary  carriers, 
then  set  off  for  Cempoala,  where  they  were  joined  by 
four  companies  of  two  thousand  warriors.  Two  days' 
march  brought  them  close  to  Tizapantzinco,  and  the 
following  morning  they  entered  the  plain  at  the  foot 
of  the  fortress,  which  was  strongly  situated  on  a  high 
rock  bordered  by  a  stream.  Here  stood  the  people 
prepared  to  receive  them;  but  scarcely  had  the  cav- 
alry come  in  sight  when  they  turned  to  seek  refuge 
within  the  fort.  The  horsemen  cut  off  their  retreat 
in  that  direction,  however,  and  leaving  them,  began 
the  ascent.  Eight  chiefs  and  priests  thereupon  came 
forth  waiUng,  and  informed  the  Spaniards  that  the 
Mexican  garrison  had  left  at  the  first  uprising  of  the 
Totonacs,  and  that  the  Cempoalans  were  taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  and  of  the  Spanish  aUiance  to  enforce 
the  settlement  of  a  long-standing  boundary  dispute. 
They  begged  that  the  army  would  not  advance. 
Cortes  at  once  gave  orders  to  restrain  the  Cempoalans, 
who  were  already  plundering.  Their  captains  were 
severely  reprimanded  for  want  of  candor  as  to  the 
real  object  of  the  expedition,  and  were  ordered  to 
restore  the  effects  and  captives  taken.  This  strictness 
was  by  no  means  confined  to  them,  for  a  soldier  named 
Mora,  caught  by  the  general  in  the  act  of  stealing 

•One  of  them  who  hsA  bartered  a  fine  light -colored  horse  for  some 
property  in  Cuba  was  unable  to  annul  the  trade,  and  thus  lost  his  animal. 
ierncU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  34.  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  64,  refers  merely  to 
murmurs  in  favor  of  Velazquez,  which  Cort^  quiets  by  placing  a  few  in 
chains  for  a  time. 
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The  flag-ship  was  prepared  for  the  voyage,  and  the 
navigation  intrusted  to  Alaminos  and  another  pilot 
called  Bautista,  with  fifteen  sailors  and  the  necessary 
outfit.  Four  Indians,  rescued  from  the  sacrificial  cage 
at  Cempoala,  where  they  had  been  kept  to  fatten, 
were  also  sent  on  board,  together  with  native  curiosi- 
ties, including  specimens  of  picture-writing.  The 
difficult  task  of  out -manoeuvring  Velazquez  and  se- 
curing the  aims  of  their  party  was  intrusted  to  the 
alcaldes  Puertocarrer.o  and  Montejo,  the  former  being 
selected  chiefly  because  of  his  high  connections,  which 
might  serve  him  at  court,  the  latter  for  his  business 
talent.  Three  thousand  castellanos  were  given  them 
from  the  treasury  for  expenses,  together  with  the 
necessary  power  and  instructions,  and  three  letters 
in  duplicate  for  the  king.  One  of  these  was  the  first 
of  the  celebrated  letters  of  Corti^s  on  the  conquest. 
He  related  at  length  all  that  had  occurred  since  he 
left  Santiago;  the  difficulties  with  Velazquez,  the 
hardships  of  the  voyage,  and  the  progress  of  conquest 
for  God  and  the  king.  He  dwelt  on  the  vast  extent 
and  wealth  of  the  country,  and  expressed  the  hope  of 
speedily  subjecting  it  to  the  crown,  and  of  seizing  the 
person  of  the  great  Montezuma.  And  he  trusted  that 
in  return  for  his  services  and  loyal  devotion  he  would 
be  remembered  in  the  cddulas  to  be  issued  for  this 
new  addition  to  the  empire.^^ 

Carta  del  Ayunt.  refers  to  four  of  Velazquez'  men  as  objecting  to  the  presents 
being  sent  elsewhere  than  to  their  leader.  Cort^Sy  Cartas,  2G-7;  Tapia,  Re- 
lacioUf  in  Icazbalcetay  Col.  Doc,  ii.  5G3;  Ilerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  xiv.; 
Torffupmada,  i.  407;  Vetaticvrty  TeairoMex.,  pt.  iii.  118. 

^^  No  generous  fllhttii[>Q  appcara  to  hcivc  been  mado  to  the  discoTerera  who 
opened  tlia  ivtiy  f<u"  liim.  (Toniarji  zilono  gives  a.  brief  outLiiio  of  the  letter,  but 
the  nriyiiml  or  copy  hng  iiev^r  been  faund,  iiotwithstanrliiij^  tho  clone  anarch 
m^lfi.  Since  Chark^^i  V,  received  it  on  the  ere  of  hia  departure  for  G^nuiuiy, 
it  ocotirreil  t<j  KoburfcHOU  that  the  Vimma  arehivc-3  might  tlirow  on  it  soma 
light,  ^md  tho  eoiisetpii^iit  soariii^h  led  to  the  discovery  of  an  attthcutlcatcd  copy 
of  the  ccunfiriniou  letter  from  the  niunicijiality  of  Villn.  Kieaj  but  nothing  re- 
lating to  Cortt's*  report*  ftht.  A  m.^  prt'fiu^e,  x,-xi.  Panes  m^iists  that  the  letter 
UiUsst  have  existed  m  tbe  Yiemia  Court  Library  at  onoiiuie.  Doc.  Doakin*  Es/p,, 
MS.,  5W-fl*J»  liarcia  Ri^g^f^^ts  seveiul  waj'S'  in  which  it  jidght  havo  been  lost; 
one  being  its  prodtietton  before  the  t»yal  cioimcll  at  the  inataoce  of  PaiifilQ  de 
Narvucz.  BM.  UvtitL^  tit.  iv*  ii.  WM.  Fortnuately  thti^  companion  letter  and 
other  mirrativca  cover  its  easential  poiata. 


The  second  letter  was  by  the  ayuntamiento  of  Villa 
Rica,  dated  July  10,  1519,^^  covering  not  only  the 
same  ground,  but  giving  an  account  of  the  voyages  of 
discovery  by  C6rdoba  and  Grijalva,  the  reasons  for 
founding  a  colony,  and  for  Cortds'  appointment.  The 
features  of  the  country,  its  resources  and  inhabitants, 
were  touched  upon,  and  the  belief  expressed  that  of 
gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  "there  is  in  the  land 
as  much  as  in  that  where  it  is  said  Solomon  took  the 
gold  for  the  temple."  Velazquez  was  exposed  as  a 
cruel,  dishonest,  and  incompetent  governor,  and  as 
such  most  dangerous  to  be  intrusted  with  the  control 
of  these  vast  and  rich  territories.  They  asked  for  an 
investigation  to  prove  the  charges,  as  well  as  the 
propriety  of  their  own  acts;  and  concluded  by  recom- 
mending that  Cortes,  whose  character  and  conduct 
stamped  him  a  loyal  subject  and  an  able  leader,  be  con- 
firmed in  his  oflSces,  till  the  conquest  of  the  country, 
at  least,  should  have  been  achieved.^ 

The  third  letter,  even  longer  than  this,  though  of 
similar  tenor,  was  signed  by  the  representative  men 
in  the  army,^  and  concluded  by  praying  that  their 
services  and  hardships  be  rewarded  with  grants,  and 
that  Cortes  be  confirmed  in  the  government  till  the 
king  might  be  pleased  to  appoint  an  infante  or  a 
grandee  of  the  highest  class,  for  so  large  and  rich  a 
country  ought  to  be  ruled  by  none  else.  Should  the 
designing  bishop  of  Biirgos  of  his  accord  "send  us  a 

"  'El  Cabildo  escriui6  juntamente  con  diez  soldados d  iva  yo  firmado 

en  ella.*  BenicU  DUtZy  Hist,  Verdad,,  36. 

^  Written  by  Cortes*  most  devoted  friends,  and  undoubtedly  under  his 
Bupendsion,  we  cannot  expect  to  find  it  other  than  a  labored  effort  to  promote 
his  views.  Robertson,  whose  suggestion  led  to  its  discovery  in  tho  Vienna 
Im^rial  Library,  offers  a  mere  synopsis  of  the  contents.  HisL  Am.,  preface,  p. 
xi.  li.  521-2.  It  is  given  at  length  in  the  Cort6s,  Cartas^  by  Gayangos,  Paris, 
1866, 1-34,  with  notes,  and  with  tho  list  of  presents  appended ;  and  in  Col.  Doc, 
IndiL,  i.  417-72,  and  in  AlaTnan,  Disert.,  i.  2d  app.,  41-104,  preceded  by  an 
introductory  sketch  of  the  expedition  by  the  collector  of  tlie  papers,  and 
containing  the  list  of  presents  as  checked  by  Mufloz  in  1784  from  tho  Manual 
del  Tesorero  de  la  Casa  de  la  Contratacion  do  Sevilla. 

^^'Todos  los  Capitanes,  y  soldados  juntamente  escriuimos  otra  carta.' 

BenicU  JJiaz,  J  list.  Verdcul.  ,36.     'El  cabildo escriuio dos  letras.     Vna 

no  firmaron  sino  alcaldes  y  regidores.     La  otra  fue  a  cordada  y  firmada 

del  cabildo  y  de  todos  los  mas  principales. '  Gornara,  Hist.  Mex.,  63. 


jxuzjoorii^vj 


Guzman,  the  royal 
had  stayed  only  thr 
safely  through  the 
make  that  passage. 

The  arrival  of  th< 
created  no  small  sti 
reports  they  became 
triumph  was  of  sh 
the  chaplain  of  Vel 
This  man  at  once 
master,  denounced 
and  prevailed  upon 
the  ship,  together  i 
mission,  as  well  as 
his  father.  A  still 
person  of  Fonseca, 
in  Velazquez,  fostei 
was  strengthened  1: 

"  'Esta  fuga  fue  ocasion 
para  la  baelta  de  Espafia,  h^ 
Biempre  seguida.'  Cofjolludo 
QUO  nauego  por  aquella  ca 
aiced  against  Montejo»  as  s 
him  of  sending  letters  to  \ 
mission  along  nis  route.  S 
army.  *Pareci6,  de  otras  p 
fueron  aconsejados  que  f  ues;^ 
el  Diego  Velazquez  tuuit\s: 
cordingly  sends  two  small 
pursue  the  ship,  but  their  c 
IS  in  vain.  Montejo's  condi 
justify  the  accusations,  and 
dencia  in  fispaiiola,  inveig 
taking  not  only  provisions  i 
from  Mariel,  and  then  leavi] 
son/  taking  a  dangerous  a 
Doc.f  i.  401.  During  the  ii 
it  appeared  that  Juan  de  P 
tejo,  who,  knowing  that  R< 
at  the  moment  of  leaving  tl 
a  servant  of  Rojas  and  in  c 
to  reveal  what  he  had  learn 
Rojas  nevertheless  obtainec 
CdrdevtaSi  Col.  Doc,  xii.  151 
12,  1519,  Velazquez  states  1 
last  moment  shown  the  tree 
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emor  with  his  niece.^  Detaining  the  messengers  and 
their  papers  by  deferred  promises  and  other  meas- 
ures,^ he  filled  the  royal  ear  with  the  most  damaging 
charges  against  them  and  their  party  in  behalf  of  his 
prot&d. 

Velazquez  had  meanwhile  been  taking  testimony 
against  Cortds,  and  had  sent  treasurer  Guzman  to 
Spain  with  documents  and  instructions  to  join  Martin 
in  pressing  his  suit  before  the  bishop.*^ 

Charles  V.  had  been  elected  emperor,  and  was  busy 
in  Spain  raising  supplies  and  making  preparations  on 
a  vast  scale  for  presenting  an  appearance  in  Germany 
befitting  so  high  a  dignity.  Previous  to  embarking 
for  Flanders  he  was  to  meet  the  cortes  at  Compos- 
tela.  The  messengers  from  New  Spain  could  afford 
to  lose  no  more  time,  and  so  with  the  aid  of  Puerto- 
carrero's  friends  and  the  men  opposed  to  Fonseca, 
among  them  the  Licenciado  Nunez,  relator  of  the 
royal  council  and  related  to  Cortes,  they  slipped 
away,  and  in  company  with  Alaminos  and  Martin 
Cortds,  managed  to  be  presented  to  the  monarch  at 

'*  'Dofia  Mayor  de  Fonseca.  El  obispo  de  Bdrcoe . . .  por  la  mnerte  del 
Gran  Chanoiller . . .  tom6  d  alear  y  d  Bcr  principal.'  Itos  Cosoa,  Hist.  Ind,t  v. 
2;  ITerrerct,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xi.;  ZuiVrfa,  AndUa  Ecles.  Setnlla,  414. 

^  The  bishop  of  Burgos,  then  at  Valladolid,  spoke  so  harshly  to  Puertocar- 
rero  that  the  latter  ventured  to  remonstrate,  and  demand  that  their  messages 
be  forwarded  to  the  king.  A  charge  was  now  raked  up  against  Puertocar- 
rero  of  having  three  years  before  carried  ofif  a  woman  from  Medellin  to  the 
Indies,  and  for  this  he  was  cast  into  prison.  Btmod  Diaz.,  Hist.  Verdad.,  38; 
Veidvcvrt,  Teatro  Mex. ,  pt.  iii.  119. 

'°  Guzman  appears  to  have  started  in  October  from  Cuba,  when  Narvaez' 
expedition  against  Cortes  had  already  begun  to  be  fitted  out.  Carta  de  Velaz- 
quez, Oct.  12,  1519,  in  Col.  Doc.  Indd.,  i.  472-5;  PacJieco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col. 
Doc,  xii.  246-51;  Carta  al  Figueroa,  in  IcazbaXceta,  Col.  Doc,  i.  402;  Las 
''  ■,;'"-./  ^.  V,  J,  \:\  ^ ^^  ,  *!.:■■?  .,.:,tiuito  Fntl;  -:.  -:y^  Bertml 
liiaz,  met  oDJy  nath  rebuff.  They  considered  that  Cbrt(5a  liad  done  well  to 
Eicntl  fio  rich  a  prcBcnt  to  tlie  king.  'Lo  cmbi&ron  at  Diego  Velazjquez  4 
Cuba  1^  vTi  Liceijci^do  quo  eo  dezj^^  ZUiizo  jiara  que  Ic  tom^iaso  rcsidencia 
....  Uclazquf/.,  fio  coucOxiV  mucbo  ina.£],  y  como  dc  antes  era  muy  gordo,  fie 
mro  Uaco  cii  iiquellos  diaa/  Hi^L  Vcrdad.^  38.  Martin  petitioned  tbo  biahop 
lor  tho  Impair  and  return  of  tUo  mess'^agcra'  vc^el  to  Veluz^;[uez,  together 
u  ith  another  vc^cl,  both  to  cany  zviiiiorceraents  to  the  ludita.  This  was 
not^Jed,  piirtly  to  jjrcvent  tUe  possible  conflict  between  Cortc^a*  party  aiid 
tlio  expt^tition  fitting  out  midcr  Veliizquc^  to  support  the  tneii  ho  hod 
iilrefldy  icnt  under  Cort^a  n«  hia  lieutenant,  Mf^ioriai,  m  Col.  Doc,  IfUd., 
I  407-9. 
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Tordesillas,  in  the  beginning  of  March.^  The  king 
was  not  a  Httle  pleased  with  the  reports,  gilded  as 
they  were  with  the  richest  presents  that  had  as  yet 
reached  him  from  his  American  possessions,**  but  he 
was  unfortunately  too  absorbed  with  the  imperial 
crown  and  the  preparations  for  departure  to  give 
more  than  a  passing  attention  to  the  subject,  and  still 
less  would  he  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  claims  pre- 
sented. Finding,  however,  that  Fonseca  had  not  been 
impartial  in  the  matter,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  refer 
it  to  Cardinal  Adrian,  and  the  junta  of  prelates  and 
ministers  governing  the  kingdom  during  the  royal  ab- 
sence, before  whom  the  Council  of  the  Indies  had  also 
to  lay  its  reports.  The  messengers  were  meanwhile 
allowed  under  bond  to  receive  from  the  seized  funds 
what  was  needed  for  their  support.^  The  powerful 
Fonseca  managed,  however,  by  misrepresentation  and 
other  means,  to  delay  the  case,  and  for  about  two 
years  it  dragged  its  weary  length.  And  yet,  where  a 
man  is  strong  enough  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune, 
particularly  where  the  administration  of  strict  justice 
might  send  his  neck  to  the  halter,  the  law's  delay  and 
its  susceptibility  to  perversion  may  be  most  fortunate. 

'*  Sandoval  J  Hist.  Carlos  V,,  i.  203.  *  Vini^ronse  con  la  corte  hasta  llegar 
A  la  Comfla,  y  en  esto  camino  los  cognosci  yo/  La^  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.y  iv.  4§9; 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  vii. 

'-  In  the  Manual  de  la  Casa  de  Contratacion  de  la  Indias  is  noted  that  the 
Cempoala  natives  were  presented  to  the  king,  at  Tordesillas,  in  February,  or 
March,  1520,  and  the  presents  at  Valladolid  in  April.  The  Indians  were  sent 
to  Cuba  at  the  close  of  March,  1521,  except  one  wno  had  died.  Cortds,  Cartas, 
34;  Alaman,  Disert.,  i.  91-104. 

**  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  the  bishop  of  Bdrgos  retained  not  only  the 
original  letters  of  the  king,  but  a  portion  of  the  presents,  which  produced  a 
sharp  letter  from  Charles.  The  duplicate  letters  reached  him,  however.  Hist, 
VertiaxLj  38-9.  This  author  is  not  well  informed  about  the  movements  of  the 
procuradores.  He  lets  the  king  reach  Flanders  before  they  arrive,  and  there 
receive  only  the  reports. 
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is  often  the  first  to  suffer  by  it.  It  is  not  wise  to  sow 
dragons'  teeth,  and  expect  therefrom  a  happy  harvest. 

Now  Diego  Velazquez  had  all  his  life  been  sowing 
dragons'  teeth,  and  hunting  witches,  and  building  guil- 
lotines, and  brazen  bulls.  Starting  from  Spain  in  the 
guise  of  a  noble  old  soldier,  as  he  advertised  himself, 
though  some  said  of  him  that  his  sword  was  bloodless 
and  his  bravery  bravado,  he  served  the  usual  appren- 
ticeship in  the  New  World,  chasing,  and  mutilating, 
and  murdering,  and  enslaving  natives,  working  to 
death  on  his  plantations  those  saved  for  this  most 
cruel  fate.  For  this  and  similar  service  Diego  Colon, 
then  ruling  the  Indies  at  Espanola,  sent  him  to  Cuba 
to  play  governor  there  over  those  inoffensive  and 
thrice  unlucky  savages.  Fraud  being  native  to  his 
character,  no  sooner  was  he  fairly  seated  than  he 
repudiated  his  late  master  and  benefactor,  and  reported 
directly  to  the  king,  even  as  his  own  captain  of  the 
Mexican  expedition  was  now  doing.  Another  of  his 
guillotines  was  the  vile  treatment  of  Grijalva  for  not 
oisobeying  orders,  on  which  score  he  could  not  com- 
plain against  Grijalva's  successor.  Yet,  as  head  and 
heart  frosted  with  time  the  Cuban  governor  was  not 
happy:  misdeeds  never  bring  true  or  lasting  happi- 
ness. His  bitterness,  however,  was  but  in  the  bloom; 
the  full  fruit  of  his  folly  would  come  only  after  the 
consummation  of  events  upon  the  continent,  grand  as 
yet  beyond  conception.  Ordinarily  it  is  much  easier 
to  kill  a  man  than  to  create  one;  in  this  instance  it 
was  extremely  difficult  to  kill  the  man  that  he  had 
made. 

If  among  the  New  World  cavaUers  such  a  thing  as 
poltroon  or  coward  could  be,  Diego  Velazquez  was 
that  thing,  notwithstanding  he  had  participated  in  so 
much  fighting.  Yet  I  do  not  call  him  coward,  for 
my  pen  refuses  to  couple  such  a  term  with  that  of 
sixteenth-century  Spamard.  Certain  it  is,  however, 
that  few  men  in  those  days  preferred  conquering 
new  lands  by  deputy  to  winning  glory  in  person,  and 
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if  this  soldier  and  governor  was  not  a  coward,  there 
was  little  of  the  manly  or  chivalrous  in  his  bravery. 
He  was  cautious,  yet  frequently  his  cupidity  overcame 
his  caution;  and  when  he  adventured  his  gold — for  he 
seldom  risked  his  life,  either  for  fame  which  he  dearly 
loved,  or  for  gold  which  he  loved  still  dearer — it 
was  under  restrictions  ruinous  to  almost  kny  enter- 
prise. In  his  ordinary  mood  he  played  fairly  enough 
the  statesman  and  hero,  but  in  truth  his  statesmanship 
was  superficial,  and  his  heroism  theatrical.  Las  Casas 
calls  him  a  terrible  fellow  for  those  who  served  him, 
and  Gomara  says  he  had  little  stomach  for  expendi- 
tures. This  much  allowance,  however,  should  be 
made  in  any  statements  of  historians  respecting  the 
governor  of  Cuba:  in  their  drama  of  the  conquest 
Diego  Velazquez  plays  the  part  of  chief  villain  to  the 
hero  Hernan  Cortds,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  Cortds 
was  the  greater  villain  of  the  two,  principally  because 
he  was  the  stronger. 

Even  the  priests  praise  Cortes,  though  many  of 
his  acts  were  treacherous;  and  timidity  in  a  leader 
was  accounted  the  most  heinous  of  crimes.  On  the 
whole,  I  agroG  with  Torquemada  that  the  governor 
should  have  gone  against  Montezuma  in  person,  if  it 
was  necessary  be  should  go  on  such  dastardly  work 
at  all;  but  we  may  be  sure  that  Velazquez  would  not 
himself  veuturo  upon  this  sea  of  high  exploit,  though 
^olus  with  a  silver  cord  had  tied  up  the  winds  in  an 
ox-hidc,  as  he  did  for  Ulysses,  And  now  from  this 
time  forth,  and  indeed  from  the  moment  the  nnre- 
strainablc  Estreniaduran  embarked  defying  him,  the 
suli)hurous  fire  of  hatred  and  I'evenge  burned  constant 
in  the  old  man's  breast. 

Never  was  villainy  so  great  that  if  united  with 
high  station  or  ability  it  could  not  find  supporters; 
for  most  men  are  rascals  at  heart  in  one  direction  or 
another.  The  pretty  pair,  Velazquez  the  governor, 
and  Cortes  the  adventurer— so  well  pitted  that  the 
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rarest  fortune  he  suddenly  finds  himself  a  eommandei 
of  men,  in  a  virgin  field  of  enterprise  fascinating 
beyond  expression,  and  offering  to  the  soldier  possi- 
bilities excelled  by  nothing  within  the  century.  As 
the  mind  enlarges  to  take  in  these  possibihties,  the 
whole  being  seems  to  enlarge  with  it,  the  unstable 
adventurer  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  behold  a  mighty 
rock  fills  the  place.  Against  it  heads  shall  beat 
unprofitably.  The  momentous  question  of  to  be  or 
not  to  be  is  forever  determined;  it  is  an  affair  simply 
of  life  now.  Life  and  the  power  of  which  he  finds 
himself  possessed  shall  rise  or  fall  together;  and  if 
his  life,  then  the  lives  of  others.  No  life  shall  be 
more  precious  to  him  than  his  own;  no  life  shall  be 
accounted  precious  at  all  that  stands  in  the  way  of 
his  plans.  To  a  lady  who  complained  of  the  burning 
of  the  Palatinate  by  Turennc^  Napoleon  answered: 
"And  why  not,  madame,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
his  designs?"  The  Palatinate  I  ay,  and  a  hundred 
million  souls  flung  into  the  same  fire,  ere  the  one 
omnipotent  soul  shall  suffer  the  least  abridgment 
It  was  a  small  matter,  and  he  would  do  it;  all  the 
islands  of  the  Western  Inde  he  would  uproot  and  fling 
into  the  face  of  the  Cuban  governor  bciorc  he  would 
yield  one  jot  of  his  stolen  advantage.  Each  for  him* 
self  were  Velazquez,  Columbus,  and  Charles,  and  the 
rest  of  this  world's  great  and  little  ones,  and  Cortes 
would  bo  for  himself  Henceforth,  like  Thcmistocles, 
though  he  would  die  for  his  country  ho  would  not 
trust  her.  Return  to  Cuba  ho  well  knew  for  him  was 
death,  or  ignominy  worse  than  death.  His  only  way 
was  toward  Mexico.  As  well  first  as  last.  AU  the 
past  hfo  of  CorteSj  all  his  purposes  for  the  future, 
concentred  in  these  resolves  to  make  them  the  pivot 
of  his  destiny*  Cortt^s,  master  of  Idngs,  arbiter  of 
men's  lives!  As  for  these  traitors,  they  shall  die; 
and  if  other  impediments  appear,  as  presently  we 
shall  see  them  appear,  be  they  in  the  form  of  03^0  or 
right  handj  they  shall  be  removed.    Tyrant,  he  might 
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became  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world. 
Destroy  the  ships  I  Cut  off  all  escape,  should  such  be 
needed  in  case  of  failure  I  Bum  the  bridge  that  spans 
time,  and  bring  to  his  desperate  desire  the  aid  of  the 
eternities  I  The  thought  of  it  alone  was  daring;  more 
fearfully  fascinating  it  became  as  Cortds  dashed  along 
toward  Cempoala,  and  by  the  time  he  had  reached  his 
destination  the  thing  was  determined,  and  he  might 
with  Caesar  at  the  Kubicon  exclaim,  Jacta  est  alea! 
But  what  would  his  soldiers  say  ?  They  must  be  made 
to  feel  as  he  feels,  to  see  with  his  eyes,  and  to  swell 
with  his  ambition. 

The  confession  of  the  conspirators  opened  the  eyes 
of  Cortes  to  a  fact  which  surely  he  had  seen  often 
enough  before,  though  by  reason  of  his  generous 
nature  which  forgot  an  injury  immediately  it  was  for- 
given, it  had  not  been  much  in  his  mind  of  late,  namely, 
that  too  many  of  his  companions  were  lukewarm,  if 
not  openly  disaffected.  They  could  not  forget  that 
Cortes  was  a  common  man  like  themselves,  their 
superior  in  name  only,  and  placed  over  them  for 
the  accompUshment  of  this  single  purpose.  They 
felt  they  had  a  right  to  say  whether  they  would 
remain  and  take  the  desperate  chance  their  leader 
seemed  determined  on,  and  to  act  on  that  right  with 
or  without  his  consent.  And  their  position  assuredly 
was  sound;  whether  it  was  sensible  depended  greatly 
on  their  ability  to  sustain  themselves  in  it.  Cortds 
was  exercising  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  majority  to 
drive  the  minority  as  it  appeared  to  their  death.  They 
had  a  perfect  right  to  rebel;  they  had  not  entered  the 
service  under  any  such  compact.  Cortds  himself  was 
a  rebel;  hence  the  rebellion  of  the  Velazquez  men, 
being  a  rebelling  against  a  rebel,  was  in  truth  an  ad- 
herence to  loyalty.  Here  as  everywhere  it  was  might 
that  made  right;  and,  indeed,  with  the  right  of  these 
matters  the  narrator  has  little  to  do. 

Success,  shame,  fear,  bright  prospects,  had  all  lent 
their  aid  to  hold  the  discontented  in  check,  but  in 


ward.  The  ( 
consent,  the 
them.  Neve 
themselves  tl 
had  been  tri 
And  with  tl 
responsibility 
as  usual,  wil 
but  whose  e^ 
One  day  qui 
masters  of  s< 
fore  the  cap 
put  on,  with 
craft  were  i 
sunk  already 
bored  holes  i 
was  surprisec 
himself  couL 
"for  well  he 
pose,"  chimes 
he  said:  "\\ 
you'  sharply 
freely  discus; 
the  mariners 
able  to  sweai 
safe,  and  ev 
they  would 
of  providenc 
were  able  to 
apparent  bee 
vessels  as  wc 
no  profit  in 
would  surely 
indeed,  fello\ 

*  TesHmonio  dej 
sen  A  61,  cuando  es 
podian  veneer  el  a 
forma  para  que  lot 
soldados  se  lo  pidit 
dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap. 
dexasse  Nauio  en  < 


oflfered;  if  there  be  one  here  so  base,  so  recreant  to 
heaven,  to  his  king,  to  his  comrades,  as  to  slink  from 
such  honorable  duty,  in  God's  name  let  him  go.  There 
is  one  ship  left,  which  I  will  equip  at  my  own  charge 
to  give  that  man  the  immortal  infamy  he  deserves." 
This  he  said  and  much  more,  and  to  the  desired  effect. 
The  speaker  knew  well  how  to  play  upon  his  men, 
as  on  an  instrument,  so  that  they  would  respond  in 
any  tune  he  pleased.  Cheers  rent  the  air  as  he  con- 
cluded, in  which  the  opposition  were  forced  to  join 
through  very  shame.  Seeing  which  Cortds  gently 
intimated,  "Would  it  not  be  well  to  destroy  the 
remaining  vessel,  and  so  make  a  safe,  clean  thing  of 
it?"  In  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment  the  act  was 
consummated  with  hearty  approval.® 

^  It  is  generally  admitted  that  Cort^  suggested  the  idea  of  destroying  the 
fleet,  for  even  Bemal  Diaz,  who  at  first  gives  the  credit  to  the  men  by  saying, 
'le  aconscjamos  los  que  eramos  sns  amigos,'  confesses  on  the  following  page 
that  *el  mismo  Cortes  lo  tenia  ya  concertado.*  Hist,  Verdad.,  39-40.  The 
preponderating  testimony  also  shows  that  the  masters  made  their  report  in 
public,  with  mo  eyident  object,  as  the  best  authorities  clcarlj^  indicate,  of 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  responsible  majority  for  the  scuttling.  During 
the  partition  of  treasures  at  Mexico,  large  shares  were  set  aside  for  Cortus 
and  V  elazquez  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  fleet  and  the  outfit,  *  que  dimos  al 
traues  con  ellos,  pues  todos  fuimos  en  ellos,*  Bernal  Diaz,  IIlaL  Verdad,y  84, 
which  is  proof,  in  addition  to  the  reliable  assertion  that  the  deed  was  agreed 
upon  by  the  majority.  Cortes'  expression,  *los  echd  d  la  costa,*  Cartas^  54, 
is  merely  that  of  a  leader  of  that  party  or  majority,  who  besides  really 
gives  credit  to  others.  Hence  the  conclusion  of  Prescott  and  others,  that  the 
scuttling  was  done  on  his  own  responsibility,  is  not  well  fotmded.  Cortes 
was  clever  enough  always  to  have  those  present  who  were  ready  to  take  any 
KMponsibility  for  him  that  he  might  wish.  The  phrase,  *  Ms  was  the  greatest 
sacrifice,  for  they  (the  vessels)  were  his  property, '  PrescoU's  Mex. ,  i.  374,  is  also 
wrong,  for  he  was  compensated  by  the  army.  And  it  is  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  execution  of  the  measure  *in  the  face  of  an  incensed  and  desperate 
soldiery,  was  an  act  of  resolution  that  has  few  parallels  in  history,'  /</.,  376, 
since  his  parly  supported  him.  According  to  Cromara  the  pilots  bore  holes  in  the 
vessels,  and  bring  their  report,  whereupon  five  vessels  are  first  sunk ;  shortly 
afterward  the  remainder  except  one  are  scuttled.  The  offer  of  this  vessel  to 
those  who  wished  to  return  was  made  with  a  view  to  learn  who  were  the 
cowards  and  malcontents.  Many  indeed  did  ask  for  leave,  but  half  of  them  were 
sailors.  Others  kept  quiet  out  of  shame.  JJist.  Mex. ,  65.  It  was  never  Cortes* 
policy  to  mark  the  disaffected,  however.  This  author  is  followed  by  Torque- 
mada,  '  porque  asi  se  ha  platicado  siempre  entre  las  Gentes,  que  mas  supieron 
de  esta  Jormida,*  i.  409,  and  on  the  strength  of  this  the  latter  argues  that 
Herrera's  version,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  xiv.,  which  adheres  chiefly  to  Bemal, 
Diaz',  must  be  wrong.  Tapia,  JRelacion,  in  Icazbalcetay  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  563,  con- 
forms chiefly  to  Gomara.     Robertson,  after  following  Bemal  Diaz,  takes  the 

trouble  of  having  the  ships  *  drawn  ashore  and broke  in  pieces.  *  Hist  Am. , 

ii.  33-4;  Clcmgero,  StorliMess.y  iiL  35-6;  Ovicdo,  Hist.  Oen.,  iii.  262;  Sando- 
val, Uid.  Carlos  V.,  i.  171;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cajfe^i.     Peralta  has  them 


"To  Mexico!"  was  now  the  cry,  and  preparations 
for  the  march  were  at  once  made.  Escalante,  whose 
character  and  services  had  endeared  him  to  Cortds, 

burned  by  secret  agents  of  Cort^.  Nat.  Hist.j  76.  Solis,  ever  zealoTis 
for  his  hero,  objects  to  Bemal  Diaz'  attempt  to  plnck  any  of  the  glory,  and 
scouts  the  rdea  that  fears  of  pecuniary  liability  could  liave  influenced  Cort^ 
to  gam  the  approval  of  others  for  his  act.  *  Tuvo  &  dcstreza  de  historiador  el 
penctrar  lo  interior  de  las  acciones,*  is  the  complacent  tribute  to  his  own  skill 
in  penetrating  the  question.  Jlist.  Mex.f  i.  214-15.  The  view  of  the  founder- 
ing fleet,  appended  to  some  editions  of  liis  work,  has  been  extensively  copied. 
One  is  given  in  the  Antwerp  edition  of  1704,  141.  A  still  finer  view,  with 
the  men  busy  on  shore,  and  the  sinking  vessels  in  the  distance,  is  to  be 
found  in  tlie  Madrid  issue  of  1783,  i.  213.  The  destruction  of  the  fleet  has 
been  lauded  in  extravagant  terms  by  almost  every  authority,  from  Gomara 
and  Solis  to  Robertson  and  Prescott,  as  an  unparalleled  deed.  Of  previous 
examples  tliere  arc  enough,  however,  even  though  the  motives  and  the 
means  differ.  We  may  go  back  to  ^Eneas,  to  whose  fleet  the  wives  of  the 
party  applied  the  torch,  tired  of  roaming;  or  we  may  point  to  Agathocles, 
who  first  fired  his  soldiers  with  a  resolution  to  conquer  or  to  die,  and 
then  compelled  them  to  keep  their  word  by  firing  the  vessels.  Julian  offered 
a  tamer  instance  during  his  campaign  on  the  Tigris ;  but  the  deed  of  the  ter- 
rible Barbarossa  in  the  Mediterranean,  only  a  few  years  before  the  Mexican 
campaign,  was  marked  by  reckless  determination.  Still  examples  little  affect 
the  greatness  of  an  act ;  motives,  means,  and  results  afford  tlie  criteria.  *  Pocos 
exemplos  dcstos  ay,  y  aquellos  son  de  grandes  hombres.'  Gomara^  Hist.  Mex., 

6o.   '  Una  do  las  acciones  en  que  mas  sc  reconoce  la  grandeza  de  su  dnimo 

Y  no  sabemos  si  de  su  gcjncro  se  hallard  mayor  olgima  en  todo  el  campo  de 
las  Ilistorias.'  <So//«,  Hist.  Mcx.y  i.  213.  *An  effort  of  magnanimity,  to  which 
there  is  nothing  parallel  in  history.'  Robertson,  J  Jut.  Am.,  ii.  34.  *Un*  im- 
prcsa,  che  da  per  se  sola  bastercbbe  a  far  conoscere  la  sua  magnanimitii,  e  ad 
immortalaro  il  suo  nome.*  Glavhjero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  So;  Prescott,  Mcx.,  L 
375-0,  is  equally  carried  away,  and  he  finds  more  words  for  his  admiration. 
He  is  wrong  in  supposing  that  one  of  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  was  left  intact; 
the  exempt  ship  reierred  to  by  a  chronicler  was  the  one  carrying  the  messen- 
gers to  Spain. 

Antonio  de  Sol  is  y  Bilmdent^yra  is  rcmai'ltnblc  as  tho  first  SpQnii^li  historian* 
of  tlio  conquest.  It  uppeurg  to  U9  Etran,f^e  tlmt  ao  c?]>iaode  bo  glorious  to  the 
fame  of  Caatilians  ebon  Id  have  Ijoen  allowed  to  lie  so  long  neglocted  in  the 
inuflty  pages  of  their  chroniclers.  True,  these  were  worthy,  zealous  men^  who 
conscicntionaly  narrated  cvciy  occurrence  of  any  no  to,  bnt  their  ^tandanl  for 
Idstoric  truth  and  dignity  caused  them  to  clothe  facts ^  however  atrikingt  in  a 
garb  of  dreary  gravity,  dryness  of  detail,  and  ambiguous  confusion,  which  dis- 
couraged even  the  student.  It  required  tlic  drntnatic  eye  of  the  coin|>oeer  and 
the  imagination  of  tho  poet  to  appreciate  the  picturesque  ek etches  of  a  strange 
people  now  failing  into  oblivion,  the  grandeur  of  a  Bemi-savnpe  pagcantrj^,  the 
romantic  exploits  that  recalled  tlie  achievements  of  the  Cid.  Thia  facnlty 
was  innate  in  Solis,  developed  lieHides  by  a  l<>ng  and  succCBsfuI  career  in  let- 
ters. He  3m d  profited  oL^o  by  the  ndvantaftes  opened  to  biin  aa  the  Hecretary 
of  C'onile  de  Oropesa,  Viceroy  of  Navarre  and  of  Valencia,  wlio  Ma^cenaa- 
like  f OS  tercel  the  talenta  and  aided  in  tho  promotion  of  the  promJeing  savantj 
for  as  Bueh  he  already  ranked.  Cradled  in  tho  famous  cxillcgc  town  of  AlcalA 
de  JK^naree,  he  had  given  early  evidence  of  talent,  and  at  8alamanca  uni- 
versity ho  Imd  signalized  himself  in  hh  seventeenth  y^ir  by  producing  a 
comedy  of  considi^rable  merit.  While  pitrsuing  with  energy  the  nhuly  of  law 
tuid  moral  philosopliy,  he  cultivated  with  hanlly  less  ardor  the  inuscs,  to 
which  end  he  was  no  do  abb  impelled  also  by  his  intimacy  with  the  iUnstrious 
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was  placed  in  command  of  Villa  Rica.     The  native 
chiefs  were  directed  to  regard  him  as  the  representa- 

Calderon.  Several  of  his  dramas  were  received  with  acclamation,  and  one  was 
translated  into  French,  whUe  his  miscellaneous  poems,  reprinted  in  our  days, 
are  marked  by  a  vivid  imagination  and  an  elegance  which  also  adorns  his  let- 
ters. Talents  so  conspicuous  did  not  wait  long  for  recognition,  and  T^ith  the 
aid  of  his  patron  he  advanced  to  the  dignities  of  royal  secretary  and  chief 
chronicler  of  the  Indies.  When  56  years  old  his  mind  underwent  a  change, 
and  entering  the  church  ho  abandoned  forever  the  di*amaand  light  literature. 
The  pen  changed  onlv  its  sphere,  however,  for  it  served  the  historiographer 
zealously,  achieving  for  him  the  greatest  fame;  and  fame  alone,  for  at  his 
death,  in  April,  1US6,  at  the  age  of  76,  deep  \yoverty  was  his  companion. 
When  he  entered  on  this  office  the  Indies  had  lapsed  into  the  dormant 
quietude  imposed  by  a  strict  and  secluding  colonial  regime.  There  were  no 
stirring  incidents  to  reward  the  efforts  of  the  historian,  save  those  connected 
with  free-booter  raids,  which  offered  little  that  could  flatter  Spanish  pride. 
To  achieve  fame  ho  must  take  up  some  old  theme,  and  present  it  in  a  form 
likely  to  rouse  attention  by  its  contrast.  Thus  it  was  that  ho  selected  the 
thrilling  episode  of  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  with  the  determination  to  rescue 
it  from  the  unskilful  arrangement  and  repetitions,  the  want  of  harmony  and 
consistency,  the  drjiiess  and  faulty  coloring,  to  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
subjected,  and  to  expend  upon  it  the  effects  of  elegant  style  and  vast  eru- 
dition. When  the  work  appeared  at  Madrid,  in  1684,  its  superior  merits  were 
instantly  recognized,  and  although  the  sale  at  first  was  not  large,  editions 
have  multiplied  till  our  day,  the  linest  and  costliest  being  the  illustrated  issue 
of  1783-4,  in  two  volumes,  which  I  quote,  while  consulting  also  the  notes  of 
several  others.  So  grand  and  finely  elaborated  a  subject,  and  that  from  a 
Spanish  historian  who  was  supposed  to  have  exhausted  all  the  available  re- 
sources of  the  Iberian  archives,  could  not  fail  to  rouse  general  attention 
throughout  Europe,  and  translations  were  made  into  different  languages. 
Robertson,  among  others,  while  not  failing  to  point  out  certain  blemishes, 
has  paid  the  high  compliment  of  accepting  Solis  for  almost  solo  guide  on 
the  conquest,  and  this  with  a  blindness  which  at  times  leads  him  into  most 
amusing  errors.  Even  Prescott  warms  to  his  theme  in  a  review  of  six  closely 
printed  pages,  wherein  eulogy,  though  not  unmingled  with  censure,  is  stronger 
than  a  clearer  comprehension  of  the  theme  would  seem  to  warrant.  But  in  this 
ho  is  impelled  to  a  great  extent  by  his  oft  displayed  tendency  to  hero  worship. 
Solis  deserves  acknowledgment  for  bringing  order  out  of  chaos,  for  pre- 
senting in  a  connected  form  the  narrative  of  the  conquest,  and  for  adorning  it 
with  an  elegant  style.  But  he  has  fulfilled  only  a  part  of  the  promises  made 
in  his  preface,  and  above  all  has  he  neglected  to  obtain  information  on  his 
topic  beyond  that  presented  in  a  few  of  the  generally  accessible  works,  even 
their  evidence  being  not  very  closely  examined.  He  has  also  taken  great 
liberties  with  the  text,  subordinating  facts  to  style  and  fancy,  seizing  every 
possible  opportunity  to  manufacture  speeches  for  both  native  and  Spanisn 
neroes,  and  this  with  an  amusing  disregard  for  the  consistency  of  lan- 
^^ge  with  the  person  and  the  time.  His  religious  tendencies  seriously 
mterfere  with  calm  judgment,  and  impel  him  to  rave  with  bigoted  zeal 
against  the  natives.  The  hero  worship  of  the  dramatist  introduces  itself  to 
such  an  extent  as  frequently  to  overshadow  everything  else,  and  to  mis- 
represent. *  Sembra  piii  un  panegirico,  che  una  istoria,'  says  Clavigero,  very 
aptly.  Storia  Mess.,  i.  16.  His  arguments  and  deductions  are  at  times  most 
childish,  while  his  estimation  of  himself  as  a  historian  and  thinker  is  aired  in 
more  than  one  place  with  a  ridiculous  gravity.  With  regard  to  style,  Solis  had 
Livy  for  a  model,  and  belonged  to  the  elder  school  of  historians ;  he  was  its  last 
^ood  representative,  in  fact.  His  language  is  expressive  and  elegant,  greatly 
imbued  with  a  poetic  spirit  not  unsuited  to  the  subject,  and  sustained  in 
eloquence,  while  its  pure  idiom  aids  to  maintain  the  work  as  classic  among 
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tive  of  the  general,  and  to  supply  him  with  every 

requirement/ 

Some  nine  days  after  the  sinking  of  the  fleet  a 
messenger  arrived  from  EscalantCj  announcing  that 
four  vessek^  had  passed  by  the  harbor,  refusmg  to 
enter,  and  had  anchored  three  leagues  off,  at  the 
month  of  a  river.  Fearing  the  descent  upon  him  of 
Velazquez,  Cort(?3  hurried  off  with  four  horsemen, 
after  selecting  fifty  soldiers  to  follow,  Alvarado  and 
Sandoval  were  left  jointly  in  charge  of  the  army, 
to  the  exclusion  of  Avila,  who  manifested  no  little 
jealousy  of  the  latter.  Cortds  halted  at  the  town 
merely  to  learn  particulars,  declining  Escalante's 
hospitality  with  the  proverb,  "A  lame  goat  has  no 
rest,"  On  the  way  to  the  vessels  they  met  a  notarj^ 
with  two  witnesses,®  commissioned  to  arrange  a  boun- 
dary on  behalf  of  Francisco  de  Garay,  who  claLmed 
the  coast  to  the  north  as  first  discoverer,  and  desired 
to  form  a  settlement  a  little  beyond  Nautk.  It  ap- 
peared that  Garay,  who  had  come  out  with  Diego 
Colon,  and  had  risen  from   procurador  of  Fspanola 

Castiliaus.  *Iitg€iiio  Conceptat>BO»  Florid  tsi  mo,  i  E!cKjTiente/  is  the  obs<?rra- 
tioa  in  the  work  at  Ida  Instoriogfapliic  pix^Jty-'caaor,  Fiiiulo,  EpHttmtt  iu  G07* 
But  it  lacks  in  bobliicea  iLnil  dignity ;  ilio  i'h;>pB4LKlLe3  aro  uftoii  mtfiphi-ced^  Jmd 
the  v-prboHcuesa  i^  tiri^:3oinc»  f^ornoof  tlio  faults  arts  of  conrs's  dues  to  Uio  tiOTe, 
but  Tiot  tho  nmoy,  &ud  it  also  Lfioomcji  ocly  too  apparent  tliat  Sol  is  is  so  coik- 
ceit^ily  infatuated  witl^  bia  a^f^ctcd  grand tlotmcrico  aa  to  fiacrifico  facts 
wherever  thoy  iiittsrfero  with  ita  frcu  fliiopc.  It  la  said  that  lio  intt-ndtd  tci 
contiuiia  tba  Mstory  of  J^Icxicct  after  tbo  G0ni'|U4^t,  find  thjit  death  alone 
provpatefl  the  consummation  of  tbo  pTOJcct.  IJnt  thia  is  mere  conjecture, 
and  it  appears  jast  aa  likely  that  tiie  dramatist  reco^iizjcd  the  elfeet  ot 
closing  a  gn^'at  work  at  bo  appropriate  a  [>oiiit  aa  the  fall  of  Mexico.  Tho 
work  woa  taken  np^  however,  by  fealazar  y  Olarte,  who  published  ia  17*3  tho 
accond  part  of  the  CoHquf&^s  till  tho  death  of  Cort^^s,  aboundiog  in  all  the 
faults  of  the  jsnpcrflcial  antl  florid  compositiou  of  Solia* 

^  *  Lnego  le  zahnmaron  [th<3  chicf^^J  al  Juau  du  Eacalanto  con  sns  inclenEoa.' 
Bcrnal  iJloz^  Hint,  Vcrdad^^  40,  ^Dej^J  en  la  villa  do  la  Veracrnz  eiento  y  cin* 
cuenta  honibrea  con  tiozc  do  caljallo,'  (vrt£»f  CartdSt  0"2-3*  One  Imndi^d  and 
fifty  Spamards,  ^v^th  two  horses  and  two  fire-arim*,  were  left  hereunder  Pedro 
de  Ireio,  Oojnara,  Hid.  JUex.,  C5-G,  but  l^roal  Diaz  correcta  him.  'Al  Pedro 
do  Ircio  no  le  auian  divdo  cargo  tiinit^unu,  ni  auji  do  cimdrillero. '  uhi  eujIl; 
tjctlibof^hitly  I  fist  Chkk,,  201.  The  force  eeems  to  be  altogether  too  large, 
licmal  Diiiz,  liUL  Venlad,^  61  ^  aayia  GO  old  and  aufitiring  soldiers  were  left  as 
garriaon, 

^'  Ccrnal  Diaz  says  one  vcaaelj  butCort^sand  other  autboritiea  mention  four. 

"  liemal  Dia^^  who  appears  to  hav^c  been  ivith  the  party,  names  them  bs 
(iUiUen  de  la  Loa,  notary;  Aiidrds  Nuiiez,  shipwright;  Pedro  dc  la  Arpa,  a 
Valencian,  and  a  fourth  num.  Jliat.  Verdad,^40. 
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to  become  governor 
devote  his  great  we^ 
explorer  and  colonizei 
and  his  fellow  voyage 
this  direction,  he  resol 
of  Ponce  de  Leon,  ar 
small  fleet  in  1518,  un( 
back  by  the  Florida 
Gomara,  the  expeditio 
again  to  be  repulsed, 
who  were  flayed  and 
Garay,  was  then  sent 
aid  of  Garay's  friends, 
as  adelantado  and  go\ 
might  discover  north  c 
Meanwhile  a  new  ( 
Pdnuco,  under  Alons 
settlement  and  to  ba] 
some  three  thousand 
to  take  possession  and 
And  now  while  t 
arrange  matters  with 
a  Uttle  distance  from 

*°  *Armo  Francisco  de  Gara 
qomietos  y  deziocho,  y  fue  a 
'Determino  de  enviar  d  un  hid  a 
continuar  el  descubrimiento  qii 
navios;  el  cual  dcscubri6  la  pro\ 
de  alii  donde  Grijalva  se  hal>i 
navegando  por  lacosta  cien  legu 
466;  Jhi-rera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  ca 

*»  See  IlisL  Mfx.,  i.  29,  this  t 
estando  en  Barcelona.*  Las  Ca 
para  que  fuesso  Adelantado,  y  ( 
rablo,  y  todo  lo  aue  descubriess 
Nanios  con  hastadozieutos  y  seU 

''*  Bcmal  Diaz  intimates  that 
nize,  while  one  vessel  waa  sent 
the  men.  After  giving  an  accou 
mara  says :  *Otroa  dizen,  que  nc 
mucho  alia  cuetan  por  dos.  *  I/is 
that  it  was  on  the  strength  of  C 
was  made  to  Garay  in  the  follow 
costa  en  dem&da  de  la  Florida,  y 
Pannco,  donde  vieron  oro,  aun  q 
catado  hasta  tres  mil  pesos  dc  o 
66-7;  Oviedo,  iii.  262-3;  Iferren 


CHAPTER  XII. 

MARCH    TOWARD    MEXICO. 

August-Septembeb,  1519. 

Bmthusiasm  of  the  Abmt — The  Force — The  Totonacs  Advise  the  Tlas- 
GALAN  Route — Abbival  aj*  Jalapa — ^A  Look  Backward — The  AnAhuao 
Plateau — Meeting  with  Olintetl — Arrival  in  the  Country  of 
the  Tlascaltecs — The  Senate  Convenes  and  Receives  the  Envoys 
OF  CoRTis — An  Encounter — ^A  More  Serious  Battle — Xicotencatl 
Resolves  to  Try  the  Prowess  of  the  Invaders,  and  is  Defeated. 

The  Garay  affair  having  thus  been  disposed  of,  it 
was  announced  to  the  Spaniards  that  they  would 
now  go  in  quest  of  the  great  Montezuma.  For  as 
the  concihating  sea  smooths  the  sand  which  but 
lately  it  ground  in  its  determinate  purpose  from  the 
rocks,  so  had  Cortds  quieted  the  riiffled  temper  of 
the  malcontents,  till  they  were  committed  as  one 
man  to  the  will  of  the  leader.  And  he  smiled  some- 
what grimly  as  he  concluded  his  harangue:  *'To 
success  or  total  destruction  now  we  march;  for  there 
is  open  to  us  no  retreat.  In  Christ  we  trust,  and  on 
our  arms  rely.  And  though  few  in  number,  our 
hearts  are  strong."  The  soldiers  shouted  their  ap- 
proval, and  again  signified  their  desire  to  press  onward 
to  Mexico.^ 

The  force  for  the  expedition  consisted  of  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  with  fifteen  horses, 
and  six  or  seven  light  guns,  attended  by  a  consider- 
able number  of  Indian  warriors  and  carriers,  in- 
cluding Cubans.  The  Totonac  force  comprised  also 
forty  chiefs,  taken  really  as  hostages,  among  whom 

^ '  Y  todos  &  vna  le  respondimos,  que  hariamos  lo  que  ordenasse,  que  echada 
estaoa  la  suerte  de  la  baena  6  mala  ventura.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdcul.y  40. 

(191) 


in 


HARCH  TOWARD  MEXICO. 


are  named  Mamexi,  Tamalli,  and  Tench,  the  loiter 

proving  a  most  able  and  trusty  guide  and  t'ounsellon' 
The  advice  of  the  Totonacs  is  to  take  the  route 
through  Tlascala,  as  a  state  friendly  to  them  and  bit- 
terly opposed  to  the  Mexicans,  and  on  the  16th  of 
August  the  army  leaves  Cempoala  for  the  interior^ 
Soon  begins  the  gentle  ascent  which  lifts  them  from 
oppressive  heat  and  overpowering  vegetation  to  cooler 
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'Bcmal  Diaz  states^  65,  tliat  on  reaching  Mexico  City  *oo  ll^^ganimiofl  ii 
450  BoUlados/  int [matin (^  tliat  they  imiet  have  amounted  to  fiilly  this  1i^r« 
on  Icsa vtng  Villa  lUca.  Tlita  would  iillow  fully  120  tncn  to  EscalantOj  which 
ftppcai-s  a  liirgd  garrison,  even  after  nirtkin^  ulfowiinL-LTi  fur  tho  old  and  tiLfinn. 
GonuLru  jilacca  tlie  force  fit  400  Siianiarili=,  with  15  horses,  G  gin  is,  and  1300 
Indianfi]  including  Ctihaus  mii.l  carriers,  Cotiff.  M*'j:^^  67;  J/rrrrrar^  dec.  ii.  Ub* 
VI-  cop.  i*;  Torque ji}ada,  i.  41 1^  517.  Ixthl^ochitl  incr^a^ta  thia  to  7  gtin^, 
1 300  warriora » and  1 000  cji rric rs,  *C on  q uiu ce  da  cahallo  y  trpsci en tos  peonca, * 
Cori^Hf  Car  las  f  5*2.  Cort^«  re  f era  Itxtov  on  to  400  Ccmpoalans*  He  inentioim 
merely  200  carriers.  t'Javigero  !ms  415  kSpaniarda,  a  tigiir^  resulting  from  a 
mirfroadmg  of  hia  original.  SfonaAf^m.,  iii.  30,  Solis^  IfhL  JJ/^j-.^  i.  !21C"17, 
follow ed  of  course  by  llobcrtson,  chan);^3  tlic  Cgnrea  to  500  men,  200  carriers, 
Rsd  430  Indian  troops,  A  p/igf,  twefvo  years  old^  wna  left  with  the  lord  of 
OeEnpoalft  to  learn  tlio  Iniiyiiagc.  *  Toman) n  un  iudio  principal  t^ae  Uanmban 
Thwocholcail  para  <pxQ  Ids  moatmsa  el  cam  Lao/  tixken  from  tlio  country  by 
Grijalva,  and  biTought  back  by  Cort^a,  SahiVjun^  Conq.  iV^r,,  10,  Shortly 
before  beginDiog  thu  march,  wiya  Duran,  a  nieestrger  arrived  from  Mexico 
in  tho  person  of  Motclchinh,  sent  by  Montezuma  to  fit-rve  tm  guide,  an  J  to 
provide  for  the  proper  seiTico  and  hosjpitality  on  thu^vay.  Being  tol<l  that  no 
guide  was  needed,  I^e  returned,  leBTmg  oidora  with  the  cae]<|ue^  en  route  to 
tender  good  i^eoeptkoo  to  the  atraiigerB.  Uuran,  Hist,  IniL,  MS.,  ii,  4Cg-iO. 
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regions,  and  at  the  cl 
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border  of  the  sea  ar 
There  they  turn  ' 
How  charming!  he 
these  approaching  1 
lately  from  the  mal; 
covered  isles,  and  wl 
held  all  tropics  to  I 
too,  of  Montezuma's 
folds  of  perpetual  s 
the  ardent  waters  of 
pilgrimage  to  othei 
lands;  before  them  i 
that  skirts  the  loft) 

Eoisoned  garment  of 
y  the  noxious  air  a 
the  putrid  remains  ol 
filled  with  the  reme 
guine  from  sacrificia 
the  low- voiced  winds 
as  the  steep  ascent 
table -land  of  Andh 
new  foliage  is  obser 
sun -painted  birds  a 
monkeys.  Insects  j 
burning  light  until 
as  wonderful  as  the 
canons  rise  metallic 
hills.  Blue  and  pur 
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beyond  that  daily  hi 
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'  Meaning  *  Spring  in  the  Sj 
jomado  fuimos  &  vn  pueblo,  q 
41.  But  the  road  was  too  Ion 
Bemal  Diaz  is  remarkably  fan 
paign  into  Tlascala,  and  this  i 
follow  him  pretty  closely.  Tb 
productions,  particularly  for  1 
neighboring  oistricts  for  its  el 
Hist.  Msx.«  Vol.  I. 
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named  Teoxihuacan/  in  no  wise  inferior  to  the  first 
for  strength  or  hospitahty.  They  now  finished  the 
ascent  of  the  cordillera,  passed  through  Tejotla,  and  for 
three  days  continued  their  way  through  the  alkaline 
wastes  skirting  the  ancient  volcano  of  Nauhcampate- 
petl,®  exposed  to  chilling  winds  and  hailstorms,  which 
the  Spaniards  with  their  quilted  armor  managed  to 
endure,  but  which  caused  to  succumb  many  of  the 
less  protected  and  less  hardy  Cubans.  The  brackish 
water  also  brought  sickness.  On  the  fourth  day  the 
pass  of  Puerto  de  Lena,®  so  called  from  the  wood 
piled  near  some  temples,  admitted  them  to  the  An4- 
huac  plateau,  over  seven  thousand  feet  above  the  sea* 
With  a  less  balmy  climate  and  a  flora  less  redundant 
than  that  of  the  Antillean  stamping-ground,  it  offered 
on  the  other  hand  the  attraction  of  being  not  unlike 
their  native  Spain.  A  smiling  valley  opened  before 
them,  doubly  alluring  to  the  pinched  wanderers,  with 
its  broad  fields  of  corn,  dotted  with  houses,  and  dis- 
playing not  far  off  the  gleaming  walls  and  thirteen 
towering  temples  of  Xocotlan,  the  capital  of  the  dis- 
trict. Some  Portuguese  soldiers  declaring  it  the 
very  picture  of  their  cherished  Castilblanpo,  this 
name  was  appUed  to  it.^® 

Cacique  Olintetl,  nicknamed  the  temblador  from 
the  shaking  of  his  fat  body,  came  forth  with  a  suite 
and  escorted  them  through  the  plaza  to  the  quarters 
assigned  them,  past  pryamids  of  grinning  human 
skulls,  estimated  by  BernaJ  Diaz  at  over  one  hundred 

^  *  Hoy  86  nombra  Ixhuacdn  de  los  Reyes.'  Lorenzana^  Vicuje, 

■  *  De  NauJicampay  quatre  parties,  et  tepetl^  montagne.  *  Humboldt,  Vues, 
ii.  191 .    Equivalent  to  the  Spanish  name  of  CJofre  de  Perote. 

'  Lorenzana  believes  it  to  be  the  later  Sierra  de  la  A^a.  A  map  with 
profile  of  the  route  is  given  in  Carbajal  EKpinosa,  Hist.  Alex. ,  ii.  201 ;  and  a 
still  better  map  by  Orozco  y  Berra,  Itwerat^o,  in  NoticioH  Mex. ,  233. 

*°The  name  must  not  be  confounded  with  Zacatlan,  as  Ixtlilxochitl  calls  it, 
for  this  lies  north  of  Tlascala.     *  Este  valle  y  poblacion  se  llama  Caltanmi.' 

'  Tenia  las  mayores  y  mas  bien  labradas  casas  que  hasta  entonccs habiamos 

visto.'  Cortes,  Carton  58.  Lorenzana  says,  *  the  present  Tlatlanquitepec,*  in 
the  lower  lying  portion  of  which  stood  the  palace  of  Caltanni,  •  house  below;' 
And  there  stanas  the  big  tree  to  which  the  natives  say  that  Cort<^s  tied  hia 

horse.  Viage^  pp.  iii.-iv.     •  Llamaso Zaclotan  aqucl  lugar,  y  el  valle  Zaca- 

tami.'  Gomnra^  Hist.  Mcx.^  68;  Oviedo,  iii.  260.  Cocotlan.  Bei'ncU  Diaz,  JlittU 
Verdad.,  41. 


zuma,"  replied  the  i 
anger,  "shall  speec 
me  gold  or  any  oth< 

More  generous 
at  the  other  end 
golden  trifles  and 
tions  of  the  Cempc 
wonderful  power 
paid  them  by  Moi 
making  Olintetl  a 
least.  Being  ask 
recommended  tha 
poalans  representii 
erous,  and  devoted 
was  chosen,  and  f< 
to  ask  permission 
through  their  lands 
tials,  and  a  red  bus 

After  a  stay  of 
the  valley,  withoi 
seems,  with  which 
erto;  the  reason  f 
Olmedo  to  expose 
place  not  wholly 
for  two  leagues  tt 
Iztacmixtitlan,  the 
which  Cortes  desc] 
with  veiy  good  hoi 
thousand  families, 
to  those  of  Xocoti 

^^CoHia,  CartcLS,  69.  Bei 
the  Oempoolans  to  concilii 
jeweliy,  and  a  load  of  clotl 
1^  Camargo  sends  the  le 
1x>w,  and  a  red  silk  cap. 
Oorfc^s  would  deprive  hims 
him,  even  if  he  had  no  obj 
Hist.  Verdad.y  42-3,  despj 
this  on  hearing  that  the  \ 
*®  Still  Oomara,  in  his 
<nTLze3  en  los  templos,  derr 
Affx.,  70;  Tapia,  Rdacion 
warriors  were  taken  from  1 
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writes,  "than  there  is  in  half  Spain,  defended  by  a 
wall,  barbican,  and  moats."  The  cacique  who  had 
invited  the  visit  made  amends  for  the  cold  reception 
of  the  previous  chief,  and  the  Spaniards  remained 
for  three  days  waiting  in  vain  for  the  return  of  the 
messengers  sent  to  Tlascala.  They  then  passed  on- 
ward, reinforced  by  about  three  hundred  warriors  from 
the  town."  Two  leagues'  march  brought  them  to  the 
boundary  of  Tlascala,  conspicuous  by  a  wall  of  stone 
and  mortar  nine  feet  in  height  and  twenty  in  breadth^ 
which  stretched  for  six  miles  across  a  valley,  from 
mountain  to  mountain,  and  was  provided  with  breast- 
works and  ditches.^® 

Between  latitude  19°  and  20°  ranges  of  hills  cut 
the  plain  of  Andhuac  into  four  unequal  parts.  In  the 
centre  of  the  one  eastward  stood  the  capital  of  Tlascala. 
The  state  so  carefully  protected  was  about  the  same 
small  territory  which  we  now  see  on  the  map,^*  with 
twenty-eight  towns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand families,  according  to  the  rough  census  taken  by 
Cort^s.^  A  branch  of  the  Teo-Chichimec  nation,  the 
Tlascaltecs  had,  according  to  tradition,  entered  upon 
the  plateau  shortly  before  the  cognate  Aztecs,  and, 
after  occupying  for  a  time  a  tract  on  the  western  shore 
of  Tezcuco  Lake,  they  had  tired  of  the  constant  dis- 
putes with  neighboring  tribes  and  proceeded  eastward, 
in  three  divisions,  the  largest  of  which  had,  late  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  taken  possession  of  Tlascala, 
*  Place  of  Bread.'  The  soil  was  rich,  as  unplied.  by  the 
name,  but  owing  to  the  continued  wars  with  former 
enemies,  reinforced  by  the  Aztecs,  they  found  little 
opportunity  to  make  available  their  wealth  by  meana 

^^Clavigero  calls  them  'un  competente  numero  di  tnippe  Measicane  del 
presidio  di  Xocotla,'  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  41,  which  is  unlikely. 

^^  See  Native  Jictces,  ii.  668,  et  seq. 

'•Fifteen  leagues  from  west  to  east,  ten  from  north  to  south,  says  Tor- 
quemada,  i.  276.    Herrera  extends  it  to  30  leagues  in  width. 

^  *  Hay  en  esta  provincia,  por  visitacion  que  yo  en  ella  mand^  hacer,  ciento 
cincuenta  mil  vecinos.*  Cortes,  Carta s,  69.  In  the  older  edition  of  these 
letters  by  Lorenzaua,  it  reads,  500,000  families,  a  figure  which  in  itself 
indicates  an  exaggeration,  but  has  nevertheless  been  widely  copied.  Oomara^ 
nist.Mex.,Sl. 
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As  the  Spaniards  halted  before  the  great  wall, 
speculating  on  the  strength  of  the  people  who  had 
•erected  it,  and  upon  the  possible  traps  it  might  hide, 
their  late  hosts  again  besouffht  them  to  take  the 
Ciholula  route,  but  Cempoalan  counsel  prevailed. 
Waving  aloft  his  banner,  Cortds  exclaimed:  "Behold 
the  cross  I  Senores,  follow  it!"  And  with  this  he  led 
the  way  through  the  semicircular  laps  of  the  en- 
trance. The  wall  was  not  provided  with  sentinels,  and 
the  army  met  with  no  obstacles.^  Attended  by  ten 
horsemen,  the  general  advanced  to  reconnoitre.  After 
proceeding  about  four  leagues  he  caught  sight  of  fifteen 
armed  Indians,  who  were  pursued  and  overtaken.  A 
fight  ensued,  in  which  the  natives,  nerved  by  despair, 
fought  so  fiercely  that  two  horses  were  killed,  and 
three  horses  and  two  riders  wounded.^*    Meanwhile  a 

frequently  absurd  from  the  contradictions  implied  by  other  passages.  Nor 
<loes  he  neglect  to  hold  forth  on  his  own  people  for  their  bravery  and  exploits  in 
fighting  the  detested  Aztecs,  and  their  unswerving  devotion  to  the  Spaniards. 
In  the  pursuit  of  this  pleasins  theme  he  scruples  not  to  sacrifice  truth  when 
it  proves  a  stumbling-block.  He  leaves  the  impression,  for  instance,  that  the 
Tlascaltecs  never  raised  sword  against  Cortds.  Many  of  the  misstatements 
-are  due  to  a  non-critical  acceptance  of  tales,  for  Camargo  was  as  simple  and 
superstitious  as  any  of  his  contemporaries.  Although  acting  as  interpreter 
in  the  province,  Torquemaday  i.  523,  he  exhibits  a  not  very  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  Spanish,  which  is  the  cause  of  errors  and  repetitions.  The  con- 
quest forms  but  a  portion  of  his  narrative,  which  treats  chiefly  of  aboriginal 
history  and  customs,  and  touches  lightly  the  events  that  passed  before  his 
eyes.  It  was  written  in  1585,  and  lay  for  some  time  in  the  Felipe  Neri  convent 
jux:hives,  where  it  was  consulted  by  Torquemada.  Taken  afterward  by  Panes 
to  Spain,  it  was  deposited  by  Mu&oz  with  the  Royal  Academy  of  History*  at 
Madrid,  from  which  source  copies  were  obtained,  amon?  others  one  by  Temaux- 
Oompans,  and  a  faulty  translation  was  published  in  the  Nouvtllts  Annales  ilea 
Voyujesy  xcviii.-ix. 

'^^  A  short  distance  further  they  passed  through  a  pine  grove,  wherein  threads 
and  papers  were  fixed  and  scattered  across  the  path,  the  work  of  Tlascaltec 
sorcerers,  who  thus  sought  to  cast  a  spell  upon  the  invaders.  Herreray  dec.  ii. 
lib.  vi.  cap.  iv. 

**  *Segun  algunos  que  lo  vieron,  cortaron  cercen  de  vn  golpe  cada  pescueco 
con  rieudas  y  todo.*  GomarOy  Hist.  Mex.,  71.    *Io  viddi  clie  cobattedosi  vn  di, 

diede  vn  Indiano  vna  cortellata  a  vn  cauallo nel  petto,  che  glielo  aperse 

fin  alle  iteriora,  et  cadde  icotanete  morto,  & che  vn  'altro  Indiano  diede 

vn'altra  cortellata  a  vn'altro  cauallo  su  il  coUo  che  se  lo  gett6  morto.*  Jtela- 
tione  per  vn  gentiVhuomo,  in  RamuaiOy  Viarjgiy  iii.  305.  According  to  Duran 
two  warriors  stepped  forth  from  a  vast  Tlascalan  army  before  the  regular 
battle,  and  issued  a  challenge,  which  was  accepted  by  two  horsemen.  After  a 
short  combat  the  Indians,  by  deft  movements,  killed  both  horses,  cutting  off 
the  neck  of  one,  and  woundmg  the  other  in  the  pasterns.  Hint,  hid.y  MS.,  ii. 
411-20;  TezozcnnoCy  Hist,  Mex.y  ii.  255-6.  This  attack  is  the  only  resistance 
admitted  by  Camargo.  The  assailants  were  all  Otomis,  who  killed  one 
Spaniard  and  two  horses.  Hist.  Tlax. ,  146. 


force  of  Indians  came  up,  estimated  at  from  tliree  ta 
five  thousand,  aiid  a  horseman  was  at  once  sent  back 
to  hurry  forward  the  in  fan  try,  while  the  rest  boldly 
charged  the  enemy,  riding  through  their  ranks,  and 
killing  right  and  loft  without  being  injured  them* 
selves.  On  the  approach  of  tlie  foot -soldiers,  and  the 
discharge  of  a  valley,  the  natives  retired  ^"ith  about 
sixty  of  their  number  slaiu.^  Shortly  afterward  two 
of  the  Cempoalan  messengers  returned  with  some 
TlaBcaltecs,  who  expressed  their  sorrow  at  the  attack 
made  by  a  tribe  not  belonging  to  their  nation.  They 
offered  to  pay  for  the  horses  killed j  and  invited  tlie 
Spaniai'ds  in  the  name  of  the  lords  to  proceed.  The 
army  advanced  for  a  league  into  more  open  country, 
and  camped  among  some  abandoned  farms^  where  dogs 
proved  to  be  the  only  food  left.  Thus  ended  the  first 
day  in  Tlaacalan  territory,  the  first  of  September, 
according  to  Bernal  Diaz. 

In  the  morning  the  Spaniards  met  the  two  other 
messengers  returning  from  their  mission  to  Tlascala, 
who  told  a  haiTovving  story  of  their  seizure  for  the 
sacrificial  stone,  and  of  their  escape  by  night  It 
is  probable  that  their  detention  by  the  Tlascaltecs 
for  messenger  purposes  had  frightened  them  into 
bcheving  that  they  were  destined  to  be  sacrificed, 
ibr  envoys  enjoyed  the  gi^eatest  respect  among  the 
Nahuas.^  Shortly  after  a  body  of  over  one  thou- 
sand warriors^  appeared,  to  whom  Cortes,  in  pres- 
ence of  the  notary  Godoy,  sent  three  prisoners,  with 
a  formal  assurance  of  lus  friendly  mtentions.     The 

S3  ^Hitieron  A  mmtro  d&  los  nueatrosj  y  puroccme  que  de^de  alii  fk  pocos  diaa 
tTtitn6  f^l  viio  da  las  heridaa. .  ^  ^qucda^rod  mucrtoa  Uoata  diez  y  Biote  dt^Uos.  * 
B^r>icd  DiaZf  HiaL  Verdad.,  43;  Vorfcs^  Carta  s^  61;  Lorenzaim  calls  the  sqcua 
of  this  battlo  the  plain  of  Qmmielioccaii.  Viagfj  p.  viii. 

'^^  He&  MnUrE  RacEB,  ii.  413;  Solut,  Hbit.  3/fx,,  i  230,  According  to  Benml 
iM&z  the  messengers  are  met  before  thei  Tlaacalan  border  is  reached,  aad  they 
deliver  the  auLiouncciJient  thnt  the  Tli^scaltccu  will  kill  the  SpxtJiiarda  and 
eat  tlicdr  ilcnh,  in  €>rdcr  tu  tost  their  reputed  atrutigtli.  Thu  (.  etnpo^ihins  B^mll 
Buffer  the  same  fat^,  since  they  arc  assumed  to  be  plotting  iu  behalf  of  the 
Aztecs.  ioc»  cit.  Sahaguu  sujiposes  tlmt  the  Cempoalan  guide  had  t reach er- 
ously  led  the  SpaTiiarda  agaloat  tho  Qtomis,  Coaq.  Mex.  (od.  1!^),  40; 
Ckivitfero,  Siona  J/^jw.,  iii.  £2-3, 

'^'Bemal  I>iaz  says  0000. 
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oaly  reply  being  showers  of  arrows,  darts,  and  stones, 
Cortes  gave  the  "  Santiago,  and  at  them  I"  and 
charged.  The  enemy  retreated  with  the  face  to 
their  pursuers,  enticing  them  toward  some  broken 
ground  intersected  by  a  creek,  where  they  found 
themselves  surrounded  by  a  large  force,  some  bearing 
the  red  and  white  devices  of  Xicotencatl.  Missiles 
were  showered,  while  double-pointed  spears,  swords, 
and  clubs  pressed  closely  upon  them,  wielded  by 
bolder  warriors  than  those  whom  the  Spaniards  had 
hitherto  subdued.  Many  were  the  hearts  that 
quaked,  and  many  expected  that  their  last  moment 
had  come;  "for  we  certainly  were  in  greater  peril 
than  ever  before,"  says  Bernal  Diaz.  "None  of  us 
will  escape!"  exclaimed  Touch,  the  Cempoalan  chief, 
but  Marina  who  stood  by  replied  with  fearless  confi- 
dence: "The  mighty  God  of  the  Christians,  who 
loves  them  well,  will  let  no  harm  befall  them."^  The 
commander  rode  back  and  forth  cheering  the  men, 
and  giving  orders  to  press  onward,  and  to  keep  well 
together.  Fortunately  the  pass  was  not  long,  and 
soon  the  Spaniards  emerged  into  an  open  field,  where 
the  greater  part  of  the  enemy  awaited  them,  estimated 
in  all,  by  different  authorities,  at  from  thirty  thousand 
to  one  hundred  thousand.* 

How  long  was  this  to  continue,  each  new  armed 
host  being  tenfold  greater  than  the  last?  Yet  once 
again  the  Spaniards  whet  their  swords,  and  prepare 
for  instant  attack,  as  determined  to  fight  it  out  to 
the  death,  as  Leonidas  and  his  brave  Spartans  at 
the  pass  of  Thermopylae.  The  cavalry  charged  with 
loose  reins,  and  lances  fixed  on  a  range  with  the 
heads  of  the  enemy,  opening  a  way  through  the  dense 
colimins  and  spreading  a  confusion  which  served  the 

*•  Herreroy  dec.  iL  lib.  vi.  cap.  v.  A  pious  conquistador  who  was  present, 
says  Duran,  told  me  that  many  wept,  wishing  they  had  never  been  bom,  and 
cursing  tibe  marquis  for  having  led  them  into  such  danger.  Hist,  ItkI.,  MS., 
ii.  417. 

''Tapia  gives  the  higher  and  Herrera  the  lower  figure,  while  Ixtlilxochitl 
makes  it  80,000. 


the  Spaniards  stood  almost  unscathed,  and  Wilson 
ridicules  the  whole  campaign,  reducing  the  Tlascalan 
population,  for  instance,  to  about  ten  thousand,  with 
a  fighting  force  of  less  than  one  thousand  men.  Such 
remarks  certainly  show  a  want  of  familiarity  with 
the  subject.^  We  have  often  seen,  in  the  New  World 
wars,  a  thousand  naked  Americans  put  to  flight  by 
ten  steel-clad  Europeans,  and  I  have  clearly  given 
the  reasons.  When  we  look  at  the  Indians,  with  their 
comparatively  poor  weapons,  their  unprotected  bodies, 
their  inefficient  discipline  and  tactics,  whereby  only  a 
small  portion  of  their  force  could  be  made  available, 
the  other  portion  serving  rather  as  an  obstruction, 
their  custom  of  carrying  off  the  dead,  and  other  weak 
points,  and  when  we  contrast  them  with  the  well 

^^  Robertson,  Hist,  Am,,  ii.  38-9;  IVilson's  Conq,  Mex.,  360-70;  Benzoni, 
Hist.  Mondo  Nvovo,  51.  It  is  seldom  that  I  encounter  a  book  which  I  am 
forced  to  regard  as  beneath  censure.  He  who  prints  and  pays  the  printer 
generally  has  something  to  say,  and  generally  believes  something  of  what  he 
says  to  be  true.  An  idiot  may  have  honest  convictions,  and  a  knave  may 
have  talents,  but  where  a  book  carries  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  that  its 
author  is  both  fool  and  knave,  that  is,  that  he  writes  only  foolishness  and  does 
not  himself  believe  what  he  says,  I  have  not  the  time  to  waste  in  condemning 
such  a  work.  And  yet  here  is  a  volume  purporting  to  be  ^  New  History 
of  the  Conquest  of  Mexico,  written  by  Robert  Anderson  Wilson,  and  bearing 
date  Philadelphia,  1S59,  which  one  would  think  a  writer  on  the  same  subject 
should  at  least  mention.  The  many  and  magnificent  monuments  which  to  the 
present  day  attest  the  ^*eat  number  and  high  culture  of  the  Nahua  race,  and 
the  testimony  to  this  elect  offered  by  witnesses  on  all  sides,  are  ignored  by 
him  with  a  contempt  that  becomes  amusing  as  the  pages  reveal  his  lack  of 
investigation  and  culture.  Indeed,  the  reader  need  go  no  further  than  the 
introduction  to  be  convinced  on  the  latter  point.  Another  amusing  feature  is 
thaft  the  work  pretends  to  vindicate  the  assertions  of  Las  Casas,  who,  in  truth, 
extols  more  than  other  Sjmnish  author  the  vast  number  and  advanced  culture 
of  t^he  natives.  In  addition  to  this  mistaken  assumption,  which  takes  away 
his  main  support,  he  states  that  Prescott  worked  in  ignorance  of  his  subject 
and  his  authorities,  and  to  prove  the  assertion  he  produces  wrongly  applied  or 
distorted  quotations  from  different  authors,  or  assumes  meanings  that  were 
never  intended,  and  draws  erroneous  conclusions.  Thus  it  is  he  proves  to  his 
own  satisfaction  that  Mexico  City  was  but  a  village  occupied  by  savages  of  the 
Iroquois  stamp,  and  that  Cort^  was  the  boastful  victor  over  little  bands  of 
naked  red  men.  As  for  the  ruins,  they  were  founded  by  Phoenician  colonists 
in  remote  ages.  Another  tissue  of  superficial  observations,  shaped  by  bigotry 
and  credulous  ignorance,,  was  issued  oy  the  same  author  under  the  title  of 
Mexico  and  its  lieligion,  New  York,  1855,  most  enterprisingly  reprinted  in 
the  disguise  of  Mexico:  its  Peasants  and  its  Priests,  New  York,  1856.  In 
common  Mrith  Mr  Morgan,  and  others  of  that  stamp,  Mr  Wilson  seems  to 
have  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  traduce  Mr  Prescott  and  his  work, 
apparently  with  the  view  of  thereby  attracting  attention  to  himself.  Such 
men  are  not  worthy  to  touch  the  hem  of  Mr  Prescott's  garment ;  they  are 
not  worthy  of  mention  in  the  same  category  with  him. 


armored  Spaniards,  with  their  superior  swords  and 
lances,  their  well  calculated  movements,  and  their  con- 
certed action  carried  out  under  strict  and  practised 
officers,  and  above  all  theu*  terror-inspiring  and  rav- 
aging fire-arms  and  horses — how  can  we  doubt  that 
the  latter  must  have  readily  been  able  to  overcome 
vast  numbers  of  native  warriors?  It  was  soon  so 
understood  in  Europe.  For  once  when  Cortes  was 
m  Spain  he  scoffed  at  certain  of  his  countrymen 
for  having  fled  before  a  superior  force  of  Moors, 
whereupon  one  remarked:  "This  fellow  regards  our 
opponents  like  his,  of  whom  ten  horsemen  can  put 
to  flight  twenty -five  thousand."  In  the  retreat  of 
the  Ten  Thousand,  who  under  Cyrus  had  invaded 
Persia,  we  have  an  example  of  the  inadequacy  of 
numbers  against  discipline.  Though  for  every  Greek 
the  Persians  could  bring  a  hundred  men,  yet  the 
effeminate  Asiatic  absolutely  refused  to  meet  the 
hardy  European  in  open  conflict,  -^schylus  was 
inspired  by  personal  experience  in  his  play  of  the 
Persians  when  he  makes  the  gods  intimate  to  the 
wondering  Atossa,  the  queen-mother,  that  free  Athe- 
nians, unwhipped  to  battle,  could  cope  successfully 
with  the  myriads  of  despotic  Xerxes.  The  poor 
Americans  had  yet  to  learn  their  own  weakness,  and 
to  pay  dearly  for  the  knowledge. 

"It  well  seems  that  God  was  he  who  fought  for  us 
to  enable  us  to  get  free  from  such  a  multitude,"  says 
Cort(5s.  He  attempted  no  pursuit,  but  hastened  to 
take  possession  of  Tecohuatzinco,  a  small  town  on  the 
hill  of  Tzompachtepetl,**  where  they  fortified  them- 
selves upon  the  temple  pyramid,  and  proceeded  to 
celebrate  the  victory  with  songs  and  dances,  a  per- 
formance wherein  the  allies  took  the  leading  part. 

*^  Lorenzana,  Viage,  ix.,  wherein  the  appearance  of  the  hill  is  described 
as  the  bishop  saw  it.  Ixtlilxochitl^  Hist,  Chich.^  292;  Camargo,  Hist.  Tlax., 
146.  Other  authors  differ.  *  l^eoatztnco^  cio6  il  luogo  deU*acqua  divina,' 
fyaritjrrOj  StmHa  M^v-'^.^  iii.  44.  Dumn  a&fmrnes  th.it  the  battle  was  for  ths 
jfOt^^L-^aion  of  ttus  place^  which  he  ceiUs  Teooao.  JliaL  fnd,,  MS^^  ii-  418,  422j 
J'l^a^mtiCt  IJiM.  Jii«jf.t  ii.  250.    ^Aldeiv  de  pooas  cufiua,  que  tcaiA  vna  torrksilla 
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The  following  day**  Cortds  sallied  forth  with  the 
horses,  one  hundred  infantry,  and  seven  hundred 
allies,  partly  to  forage  before  the  enemy  appeared, 
but  also  to  inflict  some  damage,  and  to  show  that 
they  were  as  fresh  as  ever.  "I  burned  five  or  six 
small  villages,"  he  says,  "each  of  about  one  hundred 
families,  and  returned  with  four  hundred  prisoners."^ 
After  being  consoled  with  food  and  beads,  the  cap- 
tives, including  fifteen  taken  during  the  late  battle, 
were  despatched  to  the  camp  of  Xicotencatl,  two 
leagues  off*,  with  a  letter  to  serve  as  credentials,  and 
a  message  assuring  him  of  the  friendly  intentions  of 
the  Spaniards,  although  they  had  been  obUged  to 
resort  to  severe  measures.  By  no  means  impressed 
either  with  his  defeat  or  with  the  assurances,  Xico- 
tencatl replied  that  peace  would  be  celebrated  at  his 
father's  town  with  a  feast  on  the  Spaniards'  flesh, 
while  their  hearts  and  blood  were  deUghting  the 
gods.  They  would  receive  a  more  decisive  answer 
on  the  morrow.  With  this  defiant  message  came  the 
report  that  the  Tlascalan  army,  largely  reinforced, 
was  preparing  to  march  on  and  overwhelm  them. 
"When  we  learned  this,"  says  Bemal  Diaa,  "being 
men,  we  feared  death,  many  of  us;  and  all  made  con- 
fession to  the  Merced  father,  and  the  clergyman  Juan 
Diaz,  who  all  night  remained  present  to  listen  to 
the  penitent;  and  we  commended  ourselves  to  God, 
praying  that  we  might  not  be  conquered."  Cortes 
applied  himself  energetically  to  supervise  preparations 
and  give  the  enemy  a  welcome.  A  fresh  supply  of 
arrows,  and  of  Indian  shields  of  plaited  cane  and 
cotton,  were  made,  and  the  arms  and  accoutrements 
inspected.  He  impressed  upon  the  soldiers  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  close  together,  round  th^  banner  to 
be  carried  well  aloft  by  Alfdrez  Corral,  in  order  that 
they  might  not  be  cut  off*.     As  for  the  cavalry  they 

"  So  Cortes  distinctly  says.  Bemal  Diaz  writes,  however,  that  this  day 
was  devoted  to  rest.    Still,  a  later  observation  indicates  that  Cort6s  is  right. 

•*/rf.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.y  44,  admits  onlv  twenty  captives,  and 
^blames  the  allies  for  firing  the  villages;  but  Cort^  is  frank  enough  about  it. 


XICOTENCATL*S  QUARREL.  i 

ents  of  food  in  order  to  obtain  an  opportunity  for  t 
spies  to  examine  the  camp.®® 

The  Indians  advanced  in  several  columns  up  tl 
sides  of  the  hill,  and,  despite  the  resistance  offere 
pressed  onward  into  the  very  camp,  but  were  so< 
obliged  to  yield  before  murderous  bullets  and  cuttir 
blades.  Cortes  allowed  the  Indians  to  become  tir< 
and  discouraged  with  repeated  charges,  and  then  wii 
a  ringing  "Santiago I"  the  Spaniards,  followed  by  tl 
allies,  salUed  forth,**  driving  them  in  confusion  to  tl 

[)lain,  where  the  cavalry  followed  up  the  advantag 
eaving  bloody  paths  in  all  directions.  Checked  ai 
reinforced  by  the  reserve,  the  enemy  turned  wii 
fresh  courage  on  their  pursuers.  The  shock  was  ove 
whelming.  The  tired  Castilians  yielded;  their  ran] 
were  broKen,  and  all  seemed  lost.  Even  Cortds  w 
seized  with  a  terrible  misgiving,  but  it  was  only  f 
a  moment.  Leading  the  cavalry  to  the  rescue,  1 
raised  his  voice  above  the  din  of  battle,  and  call( 
on  all  to  rally.  Nerved  by  his  words  and  deeds,  tl 
men  plied  lustily  their  swords,  and,  driving  back  tl 
enemy,  formed  anew.  "So  ably  and  valiantly  foug] 
the  horsemen,"  writes  Bernal  Diaz,  "that  next 
God  who  protected  us,  they  proved  our  strength 
Following  up  their  advantage,  the  Spaniards  hew( 
down  the  enemy  in  great  numbers. 

Victory  might  yet  have  turned  against  them  bi 
for  a  quarrel  between  Xicotencatl  and  another  ca 

^  He  was  detected  in  this  trick  afterward.  '  Lo  qnal  fue  gran  refrige: 
y  socorro  pa]:a  la  necesidad  que  tenian.'  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  76.  Ovie 
increases  tne  gift  to  700  baskets,  iii.  495.  Cromara  proceeds  to  relate  that 
sign  of  contempt  for  the  small  number  of  the  enemy,  whom  it  could  be 
honor  for  his  lax^e  army  to  OTercome,  Xicotencatl  detached  2000  warriore 
200  says  Oriedo — to  seize  and  bring  him  the  strangers  bound.  They  i 
tacked,  and  were  routed  with  an  almost  total  destruction  of  their  numb 
*  No  escapo  hombre  dellos,  sino  los  q  acertaron  el  passo  de  la  barranca. '  h 
cit  76. 

''  Bernal  Diaz  states  that  they  did  not  wait  for  the  enemy  to  attack,  h 
marched  forth  and  met  them  one  eighth  of  a  league  from  camp.  Hist.  Verdcu 
45.  But  Cortes  says  distinctly,  'Otro  dia  en  amaneciendo  dan  sobre  nuesi 
real  mas  de  ciento  y  cuarenta  y  nueve  mil  hombres. '  Cartas^  62.  Gomaia  a] 
Herrera  also  allow  Indians  to  attack  the  camp  first.  Cort^  is  too  fond 
announcing  when  he  takes  the  initiatiTe  to  have  failed  to  say  so  Iiad  he  do 
it  in  this  case. 

Hist.  Msx.,  Vol.  I.    U 
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tain,*®  one  accusing  the  other  of  mismanaging  the  late 
battle.  The  latter  not  only  challenged  the  other,  it 
seems,  but  withdrew  his  troops,  and  induced  another 
division  to  follow  him.*^  Thus  left  with  only  half  his 
army,  and  that  shattered  and  discouraged,  Xicotencatl 
retired  before  the  handful  on  whom  his  every  effort 
seemed  to  have  made  no  impression.  He  retreated 
in  good  order,  carrying  off  most  of  the  dead,  for  the 
opponents  were  too  exhausted  to  pursue.  Indeed,  all 
the  horses  were  wounded,  and  fully  sixty  men,  of 
whom  it  appears  several  must  have  died  soon  after, 
though  Cortes  admits  of  no  dead,  and  Bemal  Diaz 
of  only  one.*^ 

*^  *■  Son  of  Chichimeclatecle/  says  Bemal  Diaz,  a  name  which  shonld  read 
'Chichimeca-tecuhtli 

**  That  of  Guaxolcingo — meaning  Hnexotzinoo.  Bemal  Diaz,  Higt.  Vcr- 
dod. ,  45.  That  of  Tlehnexolotzin.  Claiigero,  Storia  Mtss. ,  iii  46.  Solis  ex- 
aggerates this  into  an  actnal  battle  between  the  leaders  and  their  followers. 
ntsL  Mtx.y  i.  255-8.  Herrera  intimates  that  a  secret  arrangement  had  been 
formed  between  Cortes  and  the  seceding  captain,  the  latter  appearing  with 
his  officers  at  the  camp,  the  evening  after  the  previous  battle,  and,  declaring 
himself  convinced  that  the  Spaniards  were  invincible,  offered  not  only  to 
remain  neutral,  but  to  aid  them  in  entering  Tlascala.  Cort^  agreed.  When 
the  captain  returned  to  XicotencatPs  camp  he  was  so  badly  beaten  that  he 
came  Ixick  to  Cortes  for  medical  treatment.  Certain  signs  were  to  be  worn,  so 
that  the  Spaniards  might  respect  the  neutral  troops,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  vi. 
He  also  relates  that  one  Tlascaltec  maintained  himself  so  long  and  bravely 
against  two  Spanish  soldiers  that  Ldres,  the  smith,  rushed  up,  cried  shame 
upon  the  twain,  and  lanced  the  warrior.  Id. ,  cap.  vii. 

*'  This  soldier  himself  received  two  wounds,  which  did  not  prevent  him  from 
fighting,  however.    *  Xos  mataron  vn  soldado,'  he  says,  and  a  few  lines  further 

down,  '  y  enterramos  los  muertos porque  no  viessen  los  Indios  aue  eramos 

mortales.  *  Hwi,  Verdad. ,  45.  Thus  even  the  *  True  Historian  *  reveals  the  com- 
mon weakness.  Hazart,  Kirchen-OeacMchUt  IL  512-14;  West-IndiscJie  Spieghd^ 
224-35;  Franch,  WeUbuch^  ccxxix. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


ENTRY   INTO   TLASCALA. 

SSFTEMBEB,    1519. 

Nativb  Chiefs  Sent  as  Envoys  to  the  Tlascalan  Capital— Theib  Favor- 
able Reception — Xigotenoatl  Plans  Resistance  to  Cobt^ — Sends 
out  Spies — Cobt^s  Sends  them  back  Mtttilated — The  Sfaniabds 
Attack  and  Defeat  Xicotencatl — Night  Encoxtnteks — Generaju 
Dissatisfaction  and  a  Desibe  to  Retukn  to  Villa  Rica — Envoys 
Akbive  from  Montezitma— Cobt^  Receives  Xicotencatl  and  thk 
Tlascalan  Lobds— Peace  Concluded — Tlascala  —  Festivities  ani> 
Rejoicinos — Mass  Celebbated — Cobt£s  Inclined  to  Extbeme  Re- 
ligious Zeal — Bbides  Pbesented  to  the  Spaniabds— Apfbopbiatb 
Cebemonies— Pbepabing  to  Leave  Tlascala  fob  Cholula— Com- 
munications WITH  THE  ChOLULTECS. 

In  the  late  battle  three  chiefs  had  been  captured, 
and  they  together  with  two  others  were  sent,  this 
time  to  the  Tlascalan  capital  direct,  to  carry  an  oflfer 
of  peace,  and  to  explain  that  the  Spaniards  would 
not  have  harmed  their  warriors  had  they  not  been 
obliged  to  do  so.  If  peace  was  still  declined  they 
womd  come  and  destroy  them  all.  Meanwhile  Cortes 
set  out  on  another  foraging  and  raiding  expedition, 
and  "burned  more  than  ten  towns,  one  exceeding 
three  thousand  houses,"  retiring  by  the  early  after- 
noon, when  the  Indians  began  to  gather  in  aid  of  the 
raided  neighbors.* 

Tired  of  the  fruitless  fighting,  attended  with  loss 
of  life  and  property  only  to  themselves  as  it  ap- 
peared, the  peace  party  in  Tlascala  had  been  gaining 
the  ascendancy,  with  the  efforts  of  Maxixcatzin,  sup- 

'  Cortis,  CartaSf  62-3.  According  to  Gomara  the  Indians  pursued  to  the 
very  camp,  where  they  were  defeated  with  great  slaughter,  alter  five  hours* 
lighting.   Hist.  Mex.,  76-7. 

(211) 


212  EXTRY  INTO  TLASCALA. 

ported  as  he  now  was  by  the  powerful  factions  which 
had  quarrelled  with  the  general  When  the  peacG 
messengers  of  Cortds  arrived  they  were  therefore 
received  with  favor.  His  previous  friendly  offers 
were  considered,  also  his  Icind  treatment  of  captives, 
so  unusual  with  the  natives,  and  the  oracles  and  signs 
of  a  coining  race  of  rulers.  Whether  gods  or  men, 
they  were  evidently  invincible,  and  the  friendship 
and  allianec  held  out  by  them  must  be  desirable,  and 
ought  to  be  secured  before  the  strangers,  embittered 
by  further  resistance,  should  pass  on  to  join  their 
enemies.  An  embassy,  headed  by  Costomatl  and 
Tolinpanccatl,^  was  accordingly  despatched  with  pro- 
visions and  some  other  trifling  gifts  to  open  negotia- 
tions for  peace.  Humbly  these  men  appeared  before 
Cortes,  expressing  the  sorrow  of  the  lords  for  the 
hostility  showu,  and  their  desire  for  peace.  With  a 
grave  reproval  for  their  obstinacy^  Cortc^s  said  that 
he  would  admit  their  apology^  and  the  envoys  de* 
parted,  after  leaving  beside  the  other  gifts  a  number 
of  male  and  female  slaves.* 

Smarting  under  the  disgrace  of  his  defeats,  Xico- 
tenpuil  had  meanwhile  been  laying  plans  to  retrieve 
himself.  Among  other  counsellors  he  had  summoned 
diviners  to  his  aid,  and  they,  calling  to  mind  the 
assumption  that  the  Spaniards  were  children  of  the 
aun,  declared  that  as  such  the  new-comers  were  in- 
vincible only  when  animated  by  its  beams,  and  at 
night,  when  deprived  of  this  invigorating  power,  they 
became  mortals,  who  must  bow  to  superior  force. 
Knowing  the  strength  of  the  party  opposed  to  him 
in  the  Tlascalan  capital,  he  docs  not  appear  to  have 
submitted  his  projects  there j  but  to  have  ventured 
upon  detaining  the  envoys  as  they  were  returning 

'  CamargOt  Ilvst.  Tl(t:r,^  14G.  I>umii  gi¥es  a  short  speech,  deliTored  in  the 
council -ohamljer.  JIUL  Jjid.,  MS.,  ii,  422-3. 

^CortiSa  placefl  tho  amval  of  this  embassy  on  the  day  following  the 
raiding  of  tke  ten  tOA^niB,  Cartas,  Gtl ;  hiit  Bernjkl  Diaz  at  a  later  date.  Uo 
makca  the  envoys  four  in  nuiuber,  and  allowa  thctn,  in  returning,  to  instruct 
the  iiojghljoring  aettlementa  to  fumiBh  stippUoa  to  the  Spaaiardfl,  all  of  which 
XioQtcueatl  prcvcnta.  Hist,  VerdaiLt  47-Sj  ^i  £5. 


from  the  Spanish  c; 
should  have  been  as 
command  to  desist  f 
everything  as  sure  t 
Xicotencatl  sent  fif 
structions  to  gather 
proaches,  the  cond 
points.  They  appea 
demonstrations  of 
6ve  female  slaves,  a 
ents, they  said:  "Loi 
Gerce  gods,  eat  thei 
be  brought;  if  geni 
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by  force  all  the  victi 
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Seizing  the  men  ho 
ascertained  that  th 
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Finding  that  his  fri 
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*  Bemal  Diaz  assomes  tha 
attack  to  be  made ;  but  then 
others  distinctly  allow  only 
in  addition  to  the  peace  part 
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when  we  consider  that  they 


understood  by  a  people  su  deeply  intent  upon  war  and 
sacrifices.  This  was  to  cut  off  the  hands  of  the  leading 
spies,  and  the  thumbs  of  others,  and  to  send  them 
lack  with  the  message  that  this  would  be  the  punish- 
ment of  spieBj  and  tliat  the  Spaniards  were  prepared^ 
night  or  day,  to  face  their  enemies.^ 

Fearing  the  confusion  and  danger  of  a  night  at- 
tack j  when  the  artillery  and  other  means  would  be 
less  effective,  Cort<5s  resolved  to  anticipate  the  enemy 
by  a  counter  charge,  wherein  the  cavalry  might 
render  particular  service.  Learning  that  Xicoteucatl 
was  hidden  with  ten  thousand  or  twenty  thousand 
men  behind  a  hill  not  far  off,  Cortes  did  not  despatch, 
the  mutilated  spies  till  after  dusk,  in  order  to  let  him 
approach  nearer  to  canipJ  When  his  messengers  re- 
turned to  Xicotencatl  and  dis[3layod  their  bleeding 
stumps,  the  general  was  troubled,  and  throughout  his 
army  there  was  consternation,  and  numbers  of  war- 
riors declared  openly  that  it  wa.s  useless  to  fight  men 
who  not  only  appeared  to  be  invincible,  but  who  could 
read  their  very  intentions.     While  in  this  state  of 

*  *  Los  mMiil4  toamr  A  todtw  cincueota  y  cortarlea  Ins  manos,^  says  Cort^^ 
Carta»^  t53 ;  but  the  phrase  inay  be  loose,  for  Ik^maL  Diak  sjiecifiea  only  ae ven- 
ter en  &a  Bent  bock  with  hotLfla  or  thumbs  cut  olf.  JIIaL  t'erdatl.,  4^.  ^  El 
manjuc^  l(?s  hizo  si  alguiios  tie  elloscontar  {ale  j/ro  qortar)  laa  ouuios, '  Tapia^  lltt,  ^ 
in  hazhtdc^UL,  CoL  Tk^c.^  ii.  570.  *  Maud  fa  cortar  his  monoa  a  aiete  deii*>3,  y  a 
ftlgnnoa  loa  dedoa  pulgarca  muy  cantm  an  voluntati*  Htrrfra^  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi. 
cap.  viii.  Gomara  placoa  thia  occurrence  t>ti  tbe  Otli  of  September,  but  it  m. 
most  likely  hiter^  and  makes  tbe  spies  a  dilfcretjfc  party  frum  thoae  bringing 
the  alavea  and  fcjithersj  wbo  arrive  on  the  preceiling  day.  II Ut,  Mtx,^  77-S. 
Bemal  Y^iaz  iiccoimt^  for  this  di£f[^renc;e  by  stating  that  tlia  party  bad  beeu  iii 
CMkmp  since  the  previous  <Iay.  HoberUon  rcyerses  the  order  by  aaauming  that 
mutilation  of  tho  spies  so  perplexes  the  IndiAXi*  that  they  send  tbe  men  with 
the  slaves  and  feathers  to  iisU  ^  hetber  thoy  at^  fierce  or  gentle  gods»  or  men. 
He  dw;a  not  undu inland  why  so  xmmy  as  5()  spies  should  have  beeo  sent,  but 
had  he  r^ul  Cortda*  letter  more  closely,  be  would  have  divined  the  reason, 
that  they  intended  to  fire  the  canip,  and  otherwise  aid  in  the  attack.  He 
Btigrnatizes  aa  burl>arous  tlie  mntilatioUf  lit»i.  Am.i  ii,  42,  451,  but  forgets,  iu 
doin^  so,  that  the  B  pan  Lib  couqu(?roi^  belonged  to  an  ace  when  such  deeda 
wert!  little  thought  of.  ^ipies  even  now  sulTer  death,  aaa  the  above  punlish- 
ment  may  tliercfona  be  regarded  as  comparatively  lenient,  particularly  by  & 
people  who  daily  tore  out  the  he*irt  from  living  victims.  Tho  mutinous  pilot 
of  \  ilia  Rica  had  bis  life  spared ,  but  loat  liia  feet.  Cortt^a,  as  the  captr^in  of 
a  small  band,  was  ohiigetl  to  conJoi'u^  to  his  agic  and  surronndiogs  in  tho 
measures  taken  far  its  srifcty, 

' '  Kn  yendo  se  las  eapiaa,  \ierou  de  nuestro  real  coino  atrauesfiaua  por  vii 
ofsrro  grand isiiima  mnchtHlumbre  de  gente,  y  era  la  que  traya<  Xicotencatl.^ 
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demoralization  they  were  startled  by  the  jingling 
of  bells  and  the  tramp  of  the  dreaded  horses,  magni- 
fied by  their  fears  and  by  the  weird  moonlight  into  a 
host.  The  next  moment  the  Spaniards  announced 
their  presence  by  a  ringing  "Santiago!"  and,  unde- 
terred by  the  few  stray  and  feeble  volleys  of  stones  and 
arrows  sent  against  them,  they  rode  into  the  crowds 
of  natives  already  in  fpll  flight,  slashing  and  riding 
down  in  all  directions.® 

After  this  lesson  Xicotencatl  appears  to  have 
made  no  further  attempts  to  molest  the  Spaniards, 
although  small  skirmishing  parties,  chiefly  Otomis, 
continued  to  hover  round  the  camp  and  give  the 
soldiers  opportunities  for  sallies.  Gomara  magnifies 
these  skirmishes  into  daily  attacks  on  the  camp  by 
the  army,  whose  divisions  take  turns  so  as  not  to 
embarrass  one  another.  This  caused  them  to  fight 
better,  partly  from  a  spirit  of  rivalry  to  surpass  the 
preceding  record.  The  ambition  of  the  natives  was 
to  kill  one  Spaniard  at  least,  but  the  object  was 
never  attained,  so  far  as  they  knew.  This  continued 
for  a  fortnight,  and  daily  came  also  messengers  with 
food  to  sustain  the  strangers.** 

^CortiSj  (7ar<a«,  6S-4 ;  Oomnra,  Hist.  Mex,,  7ft-9;  Tapia^  /?«/.,  in  Icaz- 
bcUceta,  CoL  Doc.,  U.  669;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  viii.  Bemal  Diaz  de- 
scribes a  night  attack  with  10,000  warriors,  made  a  few  days  before,  in  which 
the  Spaniaras  drive  back  the  Indians  and  pursue  them,  capturing  four,  while 
the  morning  revGaied  twenty  corpses  still  upon  the  plain.  Two  of  the  diviners 
appear  to  Imve  been  sacrificed  for  their  bad  advice.  He  now  reappears  with 
20,000  men,  but  on  meeting  the  mutilated  spies  ho  becomes  disheartened,  and 
turns  back  without  attempting  a  blow.  HiH.  Verdad.,  46,  40-50.  He  is  the 
only  authority  for  two  night  expeditions.  Having  already  been  defeated  in 
one  night  attack,  Xicotencatl  would  be  less  likely  to  attempt  a  second,  particu- 
larly since  nocturnal  movements  were  contrary  to  Indian  modes  of  warfare. 
Cortes  distinctly  intimates  that  the  present  occasion  was  the  first  attempt  at  a 
night  raid.  IxUilxochia,  Hist.  Chich.,  291. 

•  He  begins  to  suspect  that  their  object  may  also  have  been  to  spy.  Cortes 
was  suffering  from  fever  at  this  time,  and  one  night  he  took  pills,  a  course 
which  amonff  the  Spaniards  involved  the  strictest  care  and  seclusion  from 
affairs.  Elany  in  the  morning  three  large  bodies  of  Indians  app^ircd,  and 
regardless  of  his  pills  Cortes  headed  the  troops,  fighting  all  day.  The  follow- 
ing morning,  strange  to  say,  the  medicine  operated  as  if  no  second  day  had 
intervened.  *  No  lo  cueto  por  milagro,  sino  por  dezir  lo  que  passo,  y  que 
Cortes  era  muy  sufridor  de  trabajos  y  males.  *  Gomara^  Hist.  Mex. ,  80.  ^But 
Sandoval  assumes  *  que  sin  duda  fue  milagro.'  J  list.  Carlos  T.,  i.  173.  Solis 
applies  this  story  to  the  night  attack,  which  seems  plausible,  and  smiles  phil- 


-ceed  to  Tlascala  to  urge  upon  the  lords  the  necessity 
for  accepting  peace.  Before  returning,  Cortes  as- 
cended a  hill,  and  thence  saw  the  capital,  with  its 
surrounding  villages.  "  Behold,"  he  said  to  those  who 
had  objected  to  his  leniency  with  the  towns,  "what 
boots  it  to  have  killed  these  people,  when  so  many 
enemies  exist  over  there?"" 

Although  left  in  comparative  peace  for  some  days, 
the  end  of  the  campaign  seemed  to  the  Spaniards  as 
remote  as  ever.  The  harass  and  hardship  of  their 
life,  the  vigils,  the  cold  nights,  the  scanty  supplies, 
the  absence  of  salt,  medicine,  and  many  other  neces- 
saries, all  this  was  severely  felt,  particularly  since 
so  large  a  number  were  either  sick  or  wounded,  in- 
<jluding  Cortes  and  Padre  Olmedo.^^  The  ailments 
and  wounds  were  as  a  rule  slight,  yet  they  helped 
to  magnify  dangers,  and  to  dim  every  cheerful  aspect. 
The  very  cessation  of  regular  hostile  demonstrations 

"  Oomara^  Hist.  Mex. ,  80-1.  According  to  Herrera,  Alcalde  Mayor  Grado 
<x>an8elled  Cort^,  on  seeing  this  populous  country,  to  return  to  Villa  Bica  and 
send  to  Velazauez  for  aid.  Deeply  ^eved  at  such  advice,  the  general  re- 
marked that  the  veiy  stones  woma  nse  against  them  if  they  retreated,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  viii. ;  CorUs,  Cartas^  64-5.  Bemal  Diaz  places  this  raid  before 
the  final  nignt  attack.  Hist,  Verdad,^  47;  Tapia,  Bet.,  in  IcashcUceta,  Col. 
Doc.,  ii.  66S-9. 

^^  '  Nos  yimos  todos  heridos  &  dos,  y  ft  tres  heridos,  y  muy  cansados,  y  otros 

dolientes y  faltauan  ya  sobre  cincuenta  y  cinco  soldados  que  se  auian  muerto 

«n  las  bataUas,  j  dolencias,  y  frios,  y  estauan  dolientes  otros  doze.  *  BerruU  Diaz, 
46.  Prescott,  i.  458,  is  careless  enough  to  accept  this  verbally,  but  the  run  of 
the  text  here  and  elsewhere  indiclit^  that  the  sentence  is  rather  fi^rative. 
The  last  four  words,  *  twelve  others  were  on  the  sick-bed,*  indicate  9iat  only 
three  per  cent,  were  laid  low,  and  that  the  general  health  and  condition  must 
therefore  have  been  tolerably  good.  This  also  indicates  that  the  55  missing 
soldiers  could  not  have  died  smce  they  left  Vera  Cruz,  as  certain  writers  as- 
sume. The  only  obstacles  under  which  the  soldiers  could  have  succumbed 
in  any  number  were  the  several  battles  with  the  Tlascaltecs,  wherein  the  total 
number  of  the  wounded  nowhere  foots  up  to  more  than  100.  Of  these  50 
per  cent,  could  not  have  died,  to  judge  from  the  warfare  engaged  in,  and 
from  the  very  few,  a  couple  at  the  most,  it  is  said,  who  fell  on  the  field.  Nor 
could  diseases  have  killed  many  during  a  month's  march  through  a  fine  and 
fertile  country,  for  the  passage  of  theCofre  de  Perotedidnot  aifect  the  Spaniards 
seriously.  Hence  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  55  dead  include  the  35  who 
fell  out  of  the  ranks  ere  the  army  reached  Villa  Eica.  This  leaves,  say,  fifteen 
casualties  for  the  present  expedition  since  it  left  Villa  Rica,  and  that  appears 
to  be  a  fair  proportion.  The  only  one  who  rightly  interprets  Bemal  Diaz  on 
this  point  appears  to  be  Torquemada,  who  says,  '  desde  que  salieron  de  Cuba, 
se  avian  muerto  cinquenta  y  cinco  Castellanos.*  i.  428.  The  old  soldier  con- 
firms the  interpretation  by  stating  in  more  than  one  place  that  the  Spaniards 
numbered  450,  or  nearly  so,  on  entering  Mexico  City,  ubi  sup.,  65,  lOd. 
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He  thereupon  proceeded  to  expound  to  them  the  doo 
trines  of  his  faith  and  contrast  them  with  the  impure, 
cruolj  and  bloody  rites  practised  by  them.  This  was 
ably  interpreted  by  Marina  and  Aguilar,  who  were 
by  this  time  expert  in  preaching,  and  the  cross  and 
virgin  image  were  produced  to  illustrate  the  discourse. 
The  lords  answered  that  they  believed  the  Christian's 
God  must  be  good  and  powerful,  since  he  was  wor- 
shipped by  such  men,  and  they  were  willing  to  accord 
him  a  place  by  the  side  of  their  idols  ;^^  but  they  could 
not  renounce  their  own  time-honored  and  benevolent 
deities.  To  do  so  would  be  to  create  an  uprising 
among  the  people,  and  bring  war  and  pestilence  from 
the  outraged  gods,  Cortes  produced  further  argu- 
mentSj  only  to  be  told  that  in  time  they  would  better 
understand  the  new  doctrines^  and  might  then  yield, 
hut  at  present  their  people  would  choose  death  rather 
than  submit  to  such  saerilejGre. 

Finding  that  the  religious  zeal  of  Cortds  threatened 
to  overcome  his  prudence,  Padre  Olmedo  hastened  to 
interpose  his  counsel,  representing  the  danger  of  losing 
all  that  tlieir  valor  and  perseverance  had  gained  if 
they  pressed  so  delicate  a  subject  with  a  superstitious 
and  warlike  people  as  yet  only  half  gained  over.  He 
had  never  approved  of  forcible  conversion,  and  could 
see  no  advantage  in  removing  idols  from  one  temple 
when  they  would  be  sure  to  rise  in  another.  Indeed, 
persecution  could  only  tend  to  root  idolatry  more 
deeply  in  the  heart.  It  were  better  to  let  the  true 
faith  work  its  way  into  tlie  appreciation  of  the  people, 
as  it  would  be  sure  to  do  if  the  natives  were  given  an 
opportunity  to  contrast  their  bloody  rites  with  the 
religion  of  Christ,  provided  the  Spaniards  would  them- 
selves follow  the  precepts  of  love  and  gentleness  they 
were  commending  to  the  Indians.  The  success  of  the 
conquest  owes  much  to  Olmedo,  whose  heart,  like 
Las  Casas',  warmed  for  the  benighted  Indians,  to 
him  wayward  children  who  must  be  won  by  moder- 

^A  not  nncommon  practic43  in  MeidcOj  carried  ont  in  the  fiame  manner  &s 
unong  Uie  Eomans.    Bee  NaUvt  Maci^t  utr  paisaim. 


i' 
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Cortes  pleading  that  he  was  already  married,  Tecuil- 
huatzin,  the  daughter  of  Xicotencatl,  destined  for  him^ 
was  at  his  request  ^iven  to  Alvarado,  his  brother  and 
captain  as  he  proclaimed  him,  and  blessed  with  the 
name  of  Luisa,  while  her  sister  Tolquequetzaltzin, 
baptized  as  Lucia,  was  conferred  on  the  brother, 
Jorge  de  Alvarado.  Maxixcatzin  s  niece  Zicuetzin,  a 
pretty  girl,  was  named  Elvira  and  given  to  Velazquez 
de  Leon,  it  appears.  Olid,  Sandoval,  Avila,  and  others 
also  received  distinguished  brides  with  dowries.  Cortes 
found  it  necessary,  however,  to  decline  accepting  wives 
for  the  whole  company,  as  the  lords  proposed.**  In- 
deed, they  urged  him  to  settle  among  them,  offering 
to  give  lands  and  to  build  houses  for  the  whole  party.*^ 
Finding  him  determined  to  proceed  to  Mexico,  they 
offered  their  cooperation,  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
wealth,  power,  and  condition  of  the  lake  states,  dwell- 
ing in  particular  on  the  magnificence  of  Montezuma. 
They  did  not  omit  a  tirade  against  his  tyranny,  and 
stated  that  whenever  he  proposed  to  attack  Tlascala 
no  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  men  were  placed  in 
the  field.  It  was  because  they  were  forewarned  that 
their  resistance  was  so  successful,  and  because  the 
Aztec  troops,  gathered  as  they  were  to  a  great  extent 
from  subject  provinces,  fought  with  less  spirit.*® 

*^  In  order  to  obtain  by  them  a  race  of  heroes.  Most  writers,  following 
Bemal  Diaz  and  the  less  explicit  chroniclers,  allow  Xicotencatl  to  give  only 
one  daughter,  but  Ixtlilxochitl  names  two,  /list.  Chick. ,  294,  and  Juarros,  in  his 
biography  of  the  Alvarados,  enumerates  their  different  wives,  and  among  them 
the  two  sisters,  with  their  full  names  and  their  descendants.  Pedro  de  Alva- 
rado's  only  surviving  issue,  he  says,  was  a  daughter  Leonor.  by  Luisa,  who- 
married  first  Pedro  Puertocarrero  and  afterward  Francisco  de  la  Cueva, 
nephew  of  the  Duke  of  Albur<^uerque.  The  other  sister  also  left  a  daughter. 
Hist.  OucU. ,  347-8.  Bemal  Diaz  mentions  also  a  son,  Pedro,  by  Luisa.  Hist. 
Verdad.y  54;  Clavigero,  StotHa  Mess.,  iii.  54.  According  to  Camargo,  300 
young  and  pretty  slave  girls,  destined  for  the  sacrifices,  were  the  first  women 
offered.  They  were  at  first  declined,  but  finally  accepted  for  the  suite  of 
Marina.  Finding  that  they  were  well  treated,  the  lords  offered  their  own 
daughters  in  marriage.  Hist.  Tlax.j  148-50.  A  number  of  women  were  added 
to  the  suite  of  Marina  and  of  the  new  wives,  from  the  first  families  in  the  8tate» 
another  Authority  TutlmutL".^.  O'tnmr'u  ^^i.st.  ^^^\t\^Hi^',  //r  rz-firu,  JcOh  ii  lib.  vt. 
cap,  xi. 

*W^nwiTn/o,  ffiitt.  7Vax.*  ITiO-l.  They  o|M>n(?d  fi  vo^l  to  CtinijMifiln,  anri 
lirivuglii  effete tj^  from  Yilia  Kica,  incluiling  presents  for  tlit?  lords.  lT4titxvchU/t 
ni^L  Chkh.,  204. 

^^  T^ipiiL  writti«,  '  Vo  i][u<^  csto  escribo  proguiit4  A  I^IuiecKumiL  y  4  otioa  tu« 
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Late  in  the  afternoon  t 
border  of  Tlascala,  and  ci 
from  Cholula.  The  city 
so  thickly  covered  with  f 
not  a  span  of  land  rem 
work  of  ditches  irrigate 
and  agave,  cochineal  and 
of  the  owners.  "  No  cit 
*^  presents  a  more  beam 
surface  and  mass  of  towe 
ing  gardens  and  fringec 
six  sections  were  mark' 
lined  with  buildings,  the 
pearance  of  which  fully 
wealth  of  the  occupants, 
ber  of  houses  at  twenty 
in  the  subui'bs,  which  i 
hundred  thousand.* 

Cholula  was  one  of  th( 
the  country,  with  traditic 
misty  past.  It  was  her 
the  final  impress  of  his  go 
and  here  that  a  grateful 
grandest  of  his  many  tei 
of  a  tower  of  Babel  wl 
growth  by  divine  interfe 
vicissitudes  of  war,  duri 
moment  had  overcome 
destruction,  or  during  \ 
imbued  with  veneration  c; 
Rome,  she  had  maintair 
the  ashes  with  renewec 
and  she  was  at  this  tim 

Iferreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  i.  *  S 
Hist.  Chick,  t  294.  He  gives  the  lu 
from  those  mentioned  in  Camarrjo^ 
inuchos  mercaderes  a  rescatar  sal  y 
*CarUi8,  74-5.  *En  el  tiempo  c 
iioventa  mill  hombres  de  guerra.' 
famHiftrum  capiebat.'  Lcut  Vasw^,  li 
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At  the  command  of  these  chiefs  a  number  of  Cho- 
lultec  nobles  appeared  at  the  camp  to  oflPer  welcome 
and  to  bring  provisions.®  In  the  morning  the  army 
advanced  toward  the  city  and  was  met  by  a  crowd 
of  fully  ten  thousand  people,  preceded  by  a  stately 
procession,  at  the  head  of  which  appeared  the  lords. 
They  showed  themselves  most  obsequious,  but  re- 
quested that  the  Tlascaltecs,  as  their  enemies,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  city,  and  Cortes  ac- 
cordingly persuaded  these  warriors  to  camp  outside. 
Some  of  their  carriers  alone  entered  with  the 
Cempoalans  and  Spaniards  to  receive  a  share  in  the 
proffered  hospitality.  If  the  troops  found  no  arches 
and  floral  festoons,  as  at  Tlascala,  to  honor  them,  nor 
the  same  jubilant  shouts  of  welcome,  they  were  at 
least  heralded  by  clashing  music,  and  dense  crowds  of 
spectators  hned  the  streets  and  roofs,  while  priests 
in  white  robes  went  chanting  by  their  side,  swinging 
the  censers  whence  the  copal  rose  to  shed  a  halo  on 
the  heroes.  Cortes  was  struck  with  the  superior 
quality  and  quantity  of  dresses  worn,  the  higher 
classes  being  noticeable  in  their  embroidered  mantles, 
not  unUke  the  Moorish  cloak.  He  also  observed  that 
beggars  abounded,  as  they  did  in  "Spain  and  other 
parts  inhabited  by  civilized  people." 

The  courts  of  one  of  the  temples*  were  offered  as 
quarters  for  the  army,  and  presently  servants  ap- 
peared with  provisions,  which,  if  not  abundant,  were 
at  least  good.^°  Cortes  did  not  omit  to  vaunt  the 
grandeur  of  his  kiug  and  to  impress  the  advantages 
of  the  true  faith  j  but  although  the  lords  bowed  ad- 
mission to  the  first  they  held  firmly  to  their  idols. 

"  From  a  vague  reference  m  Dkmargaj  Bmsaeur  de  Bourbourg  aasumpg  tb^t 
thia  partj*  ia  liefMled  by  the  three  counsellors  le*uat  frieudly  to  the  Spaniards. 
A  little  lat'cr  tlie  other  tliree  come  to  Cort^Js  for  protoctioti,  after  escaping  from 
tlie  iinpHsoTimi^Dt  impogtjJ  upon  thcui  by  their  cDlleagueH.  Jli^t.  Ntil.  Cif.,  iv, 
J  74.  Hent?ni.  pUcc^  the  nrrival  of  the  rcfugcoa  at  riascTda.  doe.  iL  Ub.  vL 
rap.  x\  ill.  I5nt  there  npp<.'fLrsi  to  be  no  ground  for  theeo  Etat'CmentS* 
*" '  DA  gtnin  Cd  dts  ^^*ii^lzaIcoiilt.'  .Sohaguiit  liiat.  Coaq.^  IS* 
^^'  '\jn9   dierou   iuiufUil   nochc  n  cada  vno  tu  galltpauo/   Gc^mafa^  HxM* 
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240  SUBJUGATION  OF  CHOLULA. 

son."  By  expressing  gratitude  and  pretending  ac- 
quiescence, Marina  elicited  that  envoys  had  been 
coming  and  going  between  Mexico  and  Cholula  for 
some  time,  and  that  Montezuma  had  prevailed  on 
the  chiefs,  by  means  of  bribes  and  promises,^^  to 
attack  the  Spaniards  that  very  night  or  in  the 
morning.  Aztec  troops  were  stationed  close  to  the 
city,  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  even  fifty  thousand, 
to  aid  in  the  work  and  to  carry  the  Mexican  share  of 
the  captives  to  their  capital.^^  Cortes  at  once  secured 
the  communicative  woman,  who  was  awaiting  the  re- 
turn of  Marina  with  her  valuables,  and  ascertained 
further  that  the  covered  excavations,  the  stone  piles, 
and  the  barricades  were  no  fiction. 

He  also  secured  two  apparently  friendly  priests,^* 
and  by  bribing  them  with  chalchiuite  stones,  and 
showing  that  he  was  aware  of  the  plot,  obtained 
a  revelation  which  agreed  substantially  with  the  ac- 
count already  given.  It  appeared  that  Montezuma 
had  proposed  to  quarter  his  troops  in  the  city,  but 
this  the  lords  had  objected  to,  fearing  that  once 
within  the  walls  the  Aztecs  would  retain  possession.^*' 
The  Cholultecs  intended  to  do  the  deed  themselves, 
and  it  was  only  in  case  the  Spaniards  left  the  city, 
or  escaped,  that  the  confederate  Aztecs  were  to  take 
an  active  part. 

Only  tluee  of  the  wards  had  consented  to  share  in 
the  treachery,^  and  the  priests  of  the  others  had  that 

**  *Heniiaiio  do  otro  mo^o  q\m  traia  la  vieja  quo  la  AcaJjipaflaLui./  Bertial 
D'tWL^  Hhl^  l'Frtia*L^  09.  Tliia  m  iirictl:«J>ly  iJie  ycjiuvg  man  who,  according  to 
Peter  Martyr,  reveaJs  thn  plot  to  Aguiliir.  A  *Ciimpo«il  nmiden'  was  also 
wiirtied  by  a  Cliolultt^c  m  onmii.   dec  v.  cap.  ii. 

^•^  ^Dieron  u\  e^pitan-genej^al  VJ\  at^robor  de  oro/  GomarOn,  Hist,  Mtx.,  0i 
'rhi»  Dfficial  was  the  hiisland  of  thcoJd  womftu.  H^rnal  Ih^z,  Hhtf,  Vmiad,^  50. 

^'  'Aniati  dw  ^jueJar  vein  to  do  noaotroa  ptni  eiicnfrcar  ii  lofl  idoloa  d«  Gho- 
lula/ iff  rwn/ />io^,  Hint.   Vcrdad.^  59.    Otlicra  say  hnlf  t be  captives. 

^*  Murina  won  them  over.  Id.  *Do3  que  andauan  oiiiy  aolicitoa/  Ntrffra^ 
clee.  ii.  lib,  ^ii.  t^iip.  L  Bras&eur  do  Ikmrbouvg  auppoaes  tlmt  the  friendly 
uhicjfa  \v(?re  those  wbn  gave  the  Jirttt  intimation  of  the  plot,  f/Ut.  Nfd.  Ciif.,  iv, 
174,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  did  warn  the  8pu,uiarde. 

^^  Ovbdo  regards  the  Cholnltf»cs}  as  having  nibellod  against  Montaffumik 
iU.  4fl8.  But  they  stood  rather  in  the  pi^ition  of  allies.  See  A*n/iiv  Hft^e*,  v, 
llt'rnai  Diaz  aaiaumts  tlmt  !ialf  tho  A^U'c  troops  wert:  adnntto^i. 

^^  *Lo3  Mcjieanoa   . .  .ttataruu  cun  loa  SeiiortH  tlo  loa  Trea  Earnoei/  iW» 


very  day  sacrificed  ten  children  ^^  to  the  god  of  war, 
and  received  assurances  of  victory.  So  confident  were 
they  of  securing  the  encaged  guests  that  ropes  and 
stakes  had  been  prepared  to  bind  the  captives. 

Cortes  called  his  counsellors,  and  placing  before 
them  the  state  of  aflfairs  asked  their  views.  A  few  of 
the  more  cautious  advised  retreat  to  Tlascala,  whose 
friendly  hospitality  seemed  alluring.  Others  suggested 
an  immediate  departure  by  way  of  the  friendly  Huex- 
otzinco,  while  the  majority  inclined  to  a  prompt  and 
effective  chastisement  of  the  treachery  as  a  warning^ 
to  others.  This  was  what  Cortes  had  determined  upon. 
He  showed  them  how  well  the  arrangement  of  the 
courts  would  answer  for  the  plan  he  had  evolved,  and 
how  strong  they  were  in  case  of  a  siege. 

Summoning  the  lords,  he  expressed  his  displeasure 
at  the  inconsiderate  treatment  received,  and  said  that 
he  would  rid  them  of  his  presence  on  the  morrow.  He 
reminded  them  of  the  allegiance  they  had  tendered, 
and  declared  that  if  loyal  they  would  be  rewarded; 
if  not,  punishment  would  follow.  Finally  he  demanded 
provisions  for  the  journey,  and  two  thousand  warriors, 
beside  carriers,  to  a<;company  the  army.*^  This  ap- 
peared to  suit  their  plans,  for  they  exchanged  a  look 
of  intelligence,  and  at  once  promised  compliance,  pro- 
testing at  the  same  time  their  devotion.  "What  need 
have  these  of  food,"  they  muttered  with  a  laugh,, 
"when  they  themselves  are  soon  to  be  eaten  cooked 
with  chile  ?"^     That  very  night   preparations  were 

queTnada,  i  438.  Herrera  has  been  even  more  explicit,  and  Bemal  Diaz  con- 
firms this  in  several  places,  without  specifying  the  number.  'Otros  barrios, 
que  no  se  hallaron  en  las  traiciones.*  Hist,  yeraad.,  60. 

'*  Three  years  old,  half  males,  half  females.  IJerrerOy  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  ii. 
Oviedo  supposes  the  females  to  be  young  virgins,  iii.  498.  Bemal  Diaz  says, 
five  children  and  two  other  persons. 

^  Most  authors,  following  Gomara  and  Herrera.  assume  that  only  carriers 
were  asked  for,  but  Diaz  writes  warriors,  and  correctly,  no  doubt,  since  it 
could  not  be  Cort^'  plan  or  desire  to  wreak  vengeance  on  helpless  carriers, 
but  rather  on  the  very  men  who  proposed  to  attack  him.  According  to 
Tapia,  followed  by  Gromara,  Cortes  upbraids  the  lords  for  Ijring  and  plotting, . 
but  they  assure  him  of  their  loyalty.  Rd.,  in  Icashalcftat  Col,  Doc,  ii.  575^ 
It  is  not  likely  that  he  would  have  roused  suspicion  by  such  language.. 

"  'Aguilar  que  los  oya  hablar.'  Oviedo,  iii.  498. 
Hut.  Mbx.,  Vox..  I.    16 


made,  the  Spaniards  planting  guns  at  the  approaches 
to  the  streets  and  courts,  looking  to  the  horses  and 
accoutrements,  and  sending  a  message  to  the  Tlascal- 
tecs  to  enter  the  city  and  join  them  on  hearing  the 
first  shot. 

In  the  morning,  so  early  indeed  as  to  indicate  a 
decided  eagerness,  came  the  lords  and  leading  priests, 
with  an  immense  throng.  A  force  even  larger  than 
had  been  demanded  followed  them  into  the  Spanish 
quarter,  and  was  allowed  to  file  into  the  court,  which 
was  commanded  at  all  points  by  the  soldiers  and  the 
cannon,  the  latter  as  yet  innocent-looking  instruments 
to  the  Cholultecs.^  The  lords  and  leading  men,  to  the 
number  of  thirty  or  forty,  were  invited  to  Cortes' 
rooms  to  receive  his  farewell.  He  addressed  them  in 
a  severe  tone,  in  the  presence  of  the  Aztec  envoys, 
representing  that  he  had  sought  to  win  their  friend- 
ship for  himself  and  their  adhesion  for  his  king,  and 
to  further  this  he  had  treated  them  with  every  con- 
sideration. They  had  withheld  the  necessary  supplies, 
yet  he  had  respected  their  property  and  persons,  and 
for  their  sake  he  had  left  his  stanch  allies  outside 
the  city.  In  return  for  this  they  had,  under  the  mask 
of  friendship,  plotted  against  the  lives  of  his  party, 
the  invited  guests  of  themselves  and  of  Montezuma, 
with  the  intention  of  assassinating  them.  But  they 
had  been  caught  in  their  own  trap.  The  amazement 
of  the  chiefs  deepened  into  terror  as  he  concluded. 
*'  Surely  it  is  a  god  that  speaks,"  thoy  murmured,  '^  since 
he  reads  our  very  thoughts."  On  the  impuke  of  the 
moment  they  admitted  their  guilt,  but  cast  the  blame 
on  Montezuma.  This,  rejoined  Cortes,  did  not  justify 
treachery,  and  the  excuse  should  avail  them  naught. 
The  lords  who  had  been  op])osed  to  the  plotj  and  a 
few  others  less  guilty  or  less  responsible  chiefs  and 
priestSj  were  now  taken  aside,  and  from  them  further 

**  Picked  warriorg  were  brought,  protendiug  to  be  aUives  and  caarieiMr 
^api*t^  li^iu,  in  hn^bahtfa^  CcL  Uoc.t  li.  575.    ^CO  bomncae  para  lleuar  k)a 


THE  MASSACRE.  243 

particulars  were  obtained,  which  implicated  the  Mexi- 
cans only  the  more. 

Returning  to  the  envoys,  who  protested  that  their 
emperor  was  wholly  blameless,  he  reassured  them  by 
saying  that  he  believed  not  a  word  of  the  accusation. 
Montezuma  was  too  great  a  prince,  he  continued,  to 
stoop  to  such  baseness,  and  had  beside,  by  means  of 

Presents  and  messages,  shown  himself  to  be  his  friend, 
'he  Cholultecs  should  suffer  the  penalty  not  only  of 
their  treason  but  of  their  falsehood.  The  fact  was 
that  it  did  not  suit  Cortes  to  quarrel  with  Montezuma 
for  the  present,  but  rather  to  lull  him  into  fancied 
security.^  A  terrible  punishment  was  now  in  store 
for  the  Cholultecs. 

The  signal  being  given,  volleys  poured  from  cannon, 
arquebuses,  and  cross-bows  upon  the  warriors  con- 
fined in  the  court,  and  then  the  Spaniards  rushed  in 
with  sword  and  lance  thrusting  and  slashing  at  the 
packed  masses.  The  high  walls  permitted  no  escape, 
and  at  the  gates  gleamed  a  line  of  lances  above  the 
smoking  mouths  of  the  guns.  Pressing  one  upon 
another,  the  victims  offered  only  a  better  mark  for  the 
ruthless  slayers,  and  fell  in  heaps,  dead  and  dying 
intermingled,  while  many  were  trampled  underfoot. 
Not  one  of  those  who  had  entered  the  court  remained 
standing.  Among  the  slain  were  the  captain-general 
and  the  most  inimical  of  the  lords  and  leading  racn.^* 
Meanwhile  other  guns  had  belched  destruction 
along  the  approaches  from  the  streets,  as  the  crowd 
rushed  forward  in  response  to  the  cries  and  groans 

^  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  the  envoys  are  told  of  this  on  the  preceding 
eveninfi^,  and  are  thereupon  placed  under  guard.  Hist.  Verda  /.,  T/O. 

^^  Tapia  states  that  most  of  the  lords  and  chiefs  whom  Corti5s  addressed 
were  killed.  Rel.,  in  Icazhalcetay  Col.  Doc.^  ii.  575.  *Somo  of  them,'  say  I::tlil- 
xochitl  and  Gomara,  while  Clavigero,  Brasseur  do  Lourbour/x,  and  olhers 
suppose  that  all  these  leaders  were  pardoned,  which  is  nob  liUcly,  since  co 
many  less  guilty  men  fell.  *E1  que  solia  madar,  fuo  vno  do  los  quo  murieron 
en  el  patio.'  Benial  Diaz,  IlisL  Vcrdad.,  GO.  Ho  intimates  that  tlio  real 
carriers  were  allowed  to  leave  the  court,  the  warriors  alono  b..in;j  detained  for 
slaughter.  The  two  friendly  priests  were  sent  home  to  be  out  of  harni'a  way. 
This  leads  to  the  supposition  that  all  the  rest  of  the  leading  men  fell.  'Los 
otros  sefiores  naturales  todos  murieron.'    Ociedo,  iii.  41^9. 
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of  their  butchered  friends.  Terrified  by  the  fiery 
thunder  and  its  mysterious  missiles,  they  fell  back; 
and  now  the  cavalry  charged,  trampling  them  under- 
foot, and  opening  a  way  for  the  infantry  and  allies, 
who  pressed  onward  to  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
fusion and  to  repeat  the  scene  enacted  within.  Panic- 
stricken  as  the  natives  were  by  the  strange  arms 
and  tactics  of  the  Spaniards,  they  offered  little  or 
no  resistance,  though  armed  with  intent  to  attack. 
Being  also  without  leaders,  they  had  none  to  restrain 
their  flight,  but  pressed  one  on  the  other,  down  the 
streets  and  into  buildings,  anywhere  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  cutting  blades  and  fierce-tramping  horses.  The 
Tlascaltecs*'  were  at  the  same  time  lalling  on  their 
flanks,  glorying  in  the  opportunity  to  repay  their 
enemies  the  treachery  of  years  ago.  A  bloody  track 
they  left.  Unprepared  for  such  an  onslaught  the 
people  of  Cholula  found  little  opportunity  to  make 
use  of  the  barricades  and  the  stone  piles,  and  where 
they  attempted  it  the  fire-arm  and  cross-bow  aided 
the  fire-brand.  The  strongest  resistance  was  met  at 
the  temples,  wherein  the  fugitives  mostly  gathered, 
but  even  these  did  not  hold  out  long,  for  stones  and 
arrows  availed  little  against  armor. 

All  who  could  sought  to  gain  the  great  temple  of 
Quetzalcoatl,  which  offered  not  only  the  best  defence 
from  its  height,  but  was  held  to  be  impregnable 
through  the  special  protection  extended  over  it  by 
the  deity.  Within  its  walls  la}^  confined  a  mighty 
stream,  so  it  was  said,  which  by  the  removal  of  a 
few  stones  could  be  let  loose  to  overwhelm  invaders. 
Now,  if  ever,  in  the  name  of  all  the  gods,  let  it  be 
done!  Reverently  were  removed,  one  by  one,  the 
stones  of  the  sacred  wall,  but  no  flood  appeared,  not 
even  a  drop  of  water.  In  their  despair  the  besieged 
hastened  to  hurl  the  stones,  and  arrows,  and  darts^ 

*^  Wearing  crowns  of  mshes  to  be  distinguished  from  their  enemies.  Ca- 
margo,  HisLTlax.,  164. 

^  Zamacois  enters  into  an  elaborate  argument  to  disprove  the  unimportant 
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forbidding  further  butchery.  When  the  amnesty  was 
proclaimed,  however,  numbers  appeared  from  hiding- 
places,  even  from  beneath  the  heaps  of  slain,  while 
many  who  had  pretended  death,  to  escape  the  sword, 
arose  and  fled. 

The  pillage  was  continued  for  some  time  longer," 
and  as  the  Tlascaltecs  cared  chiefly  for  fabrics,  feathers, 
and  provisions,  particularly  salt,  the  Spaniards  were 
allowed  to  secure  all  the  gold  and  trinkets  they  could, 
though  these  were  far  less  in  amount  than  had  been 
expected.^  When  the  real  work  was  over,  Xicoten- 
catl  appeared  with  twenty  thousand  men  and  tendered 
his  services ;  but  Cortes  could  oflFer  him  only  a  share 
in  the  booty  for  his  attention,  and  with  this  he  re- 
turned to  Tlascala  to  celebrate  the  downfall  of  the 
hated  and  boastful  neighbor.^ 

The  prayers  of  the  chiefs  who  had  been  spared, 
supported  by  the  neighboring  caciques,  and  even  by 
the  Tlascalan  lords,  prevailed  on  Cortes  to  stop  the 
pillage  after  the  second  day,  and  to  issue  a  pardon, 
although  not  till  everything  of  value  had  been 
secured.  Some  of  the  chiefs  were  thereupon  sent 
forth  to  recall  the  fugitive  inhabitants,  and  with  such 
good  effect  that  within  a  few  days  the  city  was  again 
peopled.  The  ddbris  and  gore  being  removed,  the 
streets  speedily  resumed  their  accustomed  appearance, 
and  the  shops  and  markets  were  busy  as  before, 
though  blackened  ruins  and  desolated  homes  long 
remained   a   testimony  of  the   fearful    blow.^     Im- 

'^  For  two  days,  says  Tapia,  iV/.,  and  Bernal  Diaz  intimates  that  it  ended 
with  the  second  day.  Ilist.  Verdacl.^  60. 

''  *  Tomaron  loa  Castellanoa  el  ore,  y  pluma,  auque  se  hall6  pocc'  Herrera^ 
dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  ii.  *0vo  mucho  despojo  de  oro  4  plata,'  says  Oviedo, 
iii.  499,  probably  because  he  knew  Cholula  to  be  rich;  but  a  great  deal  of  pri- 
vate treasure  at  least  must  have  been  taken  out  of  the  city  when  the  women 
were  sent  away.     The  Tlascaltecs  carried  off  20,000  captives,  he  adds. 

"  He/Tera,  ubi  sup.  Oviedo  allows  a  reinforcement  of  40,000  Tlascaltecs 
to  join  in  the  massacre  and  pillage,  iii.  498,  and  Bernal  Diaz,  HmL  Verdad.^  60, 
says  the  late  comers  joined  m  the  pillage  on  the  second  day.  The  Tlascaltecs 
brought  the  Spaniards  food,  of  which  they  had  fallen  short.  /xUilxochitl, 
Hist.  Chich.,296. 

^•*  A  very  similar  massacre  and  raid  was  pei*petrated  by  the  Chichimec- 
Toltccs  at  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  century.  Native  Baces,  v.  484-7. 
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pressed  no  less  by  the  supposed  divine  penetration  of 
the  white  conquerors  than  by  their  irresistible  prowess 
and  terrible  revenge,  the  natives  were  only  too  ready 
to  kiss  with  veneration  the  hand  red  with  the  blood 
of  their  kindred.  To  this  they  were  also  impelled  by 
finding  that  the  Spaniards  not  only  allowed  no  sacri- 
fice of  captives,  but  ordered  the  Tlascaltecs  to  release 
the  prisoners  they  had  hoped  to  carry  into  slavery. 
This  was  a  most  trying  requirement  to  the  allies,  but 
at  the  instance  of  Maxixcatzin  and  other  lords  they 
obeyed  in  so  far  as  to  restore  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  thousands  who  had  been  secured. 

The  intervention  of  the  Tlascaltec  lords  and  chiefs 
in  behalf  of  the  Cholultecs  tended  to  promote  a  more 
friendly  feeUng  between  the  two  peoples,  particularly 
since  the  one  had  been  satiated  with  revenge  and  the 
other  humbled,  and  Cortes  took  advantage  of  this  to 
formally  reconcile  them.  Whatever  may  have  been 
their  sincerity  in  the  matter,  they  certainly  found  no 
opportunity  to  renew  their  feud. 

The  captain-general  having  fallen,  the  people,  with 
Cortes'  approval,  chose  a  successor  from  the  ranks  of 
the  friendly  chiefs.*  Cortes  assured  them  of  his  good- 
will and  protection  so  long  as  they  remained  the  loyal 
subjects  they  now  promised  to  be,  and  he  hoped  that 
nothing  would  occur  hereafter  to  mar  their  friendly 
intercourse.  He  explained  to  them  the  mysteries  of 
his  faith,  and  its  superiority  over  the  superstitious 
worship  of  the  idols  which  had  played  them  false 
during  the  late  conflict,  counselling  them  to  cast  aside 
such  nnages,  and  let  their  place  be  occupied  by  the 
redeeming  emblems  of  Christianity.  The  terrified 
natives  could  only  promise  obedience,  and  hasten  to 
aid  in  erecting  crosses,  but  the  idols  nevertheless  re- 
tained their  places.  Cortes  was  quite  prepared  to 
take  advantage  of  his  power  as  conqueror  to  compel 

•*  OomartL,  ffist.  Mex. ,  95.  Finding  that  the  brother  of  the  deceased  was, 
according  to  custom,  entitled  to  the  office,  Cort^  appointed  him.  Bemal  Diaz^ 
Hist.  Verdad.,  60.  Oviedo  intimates  that  one  governor  was  chosen  to  take 
the  place  of  aU  the  other  ruling  men.  iii.  499. 
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the  acceptance  of  his  doctrines  by  the  now  humbled 
people,  but  Padre  Olmedo  representing  the  futiUty  of 
enforced  conversion,  he  contented  himself  with  break- 
ing the  sacrificial  cages  and  forbidding  the  offering  of 
human  victims.  As  it  was,  idolatry  had  suffered  a 
heavy  blow  in  this  terrible  chastisement  of  the  holy 
city,  rich  as  she  was  in  her  sanctuaries  and  profound 
in  her  devotion.  The  gods  had  proved  powerless  I 
Although  a  number  of  temples  were  speedily  restored 
to  their  worship,  the  great  pyramid  was  never  again 
to  be  graced  by  pagan  rites.  Twice  had  this  temple 
shared  in  the  destruction  of  the  city,  only  to  rise 
more  beautiful  than  ever  in  its  delusive  attractions; 
now  a  simple  stone  cross  stood  upon  the  summit, 
erected  by  Cortes  to  guard  the  site  on  behalf  of  the 
church  which  was  there  to  rise  a  few  years  later. 
This  was  dedicated  to  the  Vfrgen  de  los  Remedios, 
whose  image  is  said  to  have  been  left  in  the  city  by 
her  conquerors.^ 

The  massacre  of  Cholula  forms  one  of  the  darkest 
pages  in  the  annals  of  the  conquest,  and  has  afforded 
much  ground  for  reproach  against  Cortes,  but  it  is 
to  be  regarded  from  different  stand-points.  The  dia- 
bolical doctrines  of  the  day  may  T>e  said  to  have 
forced  on  adventurers  in  America  the  conquest  of 
her  nations,  and  cruel  deeds  were  but  the  natural  re- 
sult, particularly  when  the  task  was  undertaken  with 
insufficient  forces.  According  to  their  own  admission, 
made  also  before  the  later  mvestigating  committee, 
the  Cholultecs  had  plotted  to  destroy  their  invited 
guests,  whom  they  sought  first  to  lull  into  fancied 
security,  and  in  this  they  acted  as  treacherously  and 
plotted  as  cruelly  as  did  their  intended  victims  in  re- 

'^  It  is  also  said  'qae  la  trajo  un  religioso  franciscano  d  qoien  se  le  apareci6 
«n  Koma.*  Veyiia,  Hist,  Ant.  M^j.j  i.  156.  'Dis^sted  with  the  idol  which 
had  played  them  false,  they  installed  another  in  its  place/  savs  Bernal  Diaz, 
Hist.  Verdad.,  61.  The  disregard  shown  by  Spaniards  even  for  the  temples 
and  relics  of  Quetzalcoatl  mi^ht  have  stmck  the  natives  as  peculiar  in  mon 
whom  rumor  pointed  out  as  his  descendants,  yet  no  chronicle  refers  to  it. 
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It  might  be  claimed  that  by  holding  captive  the 
chiefs  their  safety  would  have  been  assured;  but 
treason  was  rife  everywhere,  and  a  lesson  was  needed. 

doubtless  the  view  Las  Oasas  would  have  taken.  Intent  on  pleading  the 
cause  of  his  dusky  prot^g^,  he  cared  not  to  sift  statements  that  might  create 
sympathy  for  them.  Yet,  had  he  foreseen  how  widely  his  accusations  would 
be  used  to  sully  Spanish  fame,  ho  might  have  been  more  circumspect.  *  E*  vero, 
che  fu  troppo  rigorosa  la  vendetta,  ed  orribile  la  strage/  says  Clavigero ;  yet 
he  severely  condemns  Las  Casas  for  his  distorted  account.  Storia  Mess. ,  iii.  63-4. 
According  to  Sahagun's  native  record,  tiie  Tlascaltecs  persuaded  Cortes  to 
avenge  them  on  the  Cholultecs,  and  aa  the  latter  received  him  coldly,  he 
began  to  believe  the  accusations  of  his  allies.  Assembling  the  chiefe  and 
soldiers,  together  with  citizens,  in  the  temple  court,  he  slaughtered  them,  de- 
fenceless as  they  were.  Hist.  Conq.y  18.  Bustamante  comments  on  this  ver- 
sion, and  denounces  the  conquerors  as  atrociously  cruel.  LI.  (ed.  1840),  56-63. 
Duran's  version  is  a  little  milder.  His  main  object  being  to  give  the  life 
of  Montezuma,  he  has  passed  by  many  events  connected  with  the  Spaniards, 
and  has  suppressed  many  accounts  of  their  cruelties.  He  accordingly  refers 
but  briefly  to  the  Cholula  massacre,  saying  that  'the  Indians,  in  their  eagerness 
to  serve  the  Spaniards,  came  in  such  large  nutnbers  to  their  quarters  with 
provisions,  grass,  etc. ,  that  Cortes  suspected  treasonable  desig^ns,  and  put  them 
to  the  sword.'  Hist.  Ind.y  MS.,  ii.  438-9.  Ixtlilxochitl  evidently  struggles 
between  his  fear  of  the  Spanish  rulers  and  the  desire  to  tell  what  he  regards 
as  the  truth.  He  intimates  that  the  only  ground  for  suspicion  a^inst  the 
Cholultecs  was  the  effort  to  dissuade  Cort<5s  from  going  to  Mexico.  The  chiefs 
and  the  citizens  were  assembled  on  the  pretence  of  selecting  carriers,  and 
over  5000  fell  beneath  the  sword.  Hist.  Chick.  ^  204.  An  antagonistic  view  of 
the  affair  is  offered  by  Juan  Cano,  of  Narvaez*  expedition,  who  gave  Oviedo 
tho  hearsay  statement  tliat  Cortc's  had  asked  for  3000  carriers,  and  wantonly 
killed  them.  iii.  552.  Carbajal  Espinosa,  a  Mexican  historian,  like  Busta- 
mante, regards  tho  victims  as  innocent  and  the  deed  as  barbarous.  Hist.  Mcx. , 
ii.  182.  Robertson  considers  that  Cortes  had  good  reasons  for  it,  yet  *the 
punishment  was  certainly  excessive  and  atrocious.'  Hist.  -4m.,  ii.  452.  SoUs 
condemns  those  who  seek  to  accuse  the  Spaniards  of  crueltv  and  to  pity  the 
Indians — ^maligna  compasion,  hiia  del  odio  y  de  la  cnvidia.  The  conquerors 
cavo  religion  t^  thcin,  and  tliat  ho  regards  as  BufBdcut  compcnsatioti.  Hid, 
Altx.t  \.  345.  'Cortea  firlt  but  doabtful  of  their  fidolityj  and  feared  to  Icavo 
his  rear  to  apecjplewho  mi;:^3it  ruin  hia  enterprise/  say  a  Wilson,  Conq.t  Mrx.^ 
3S3,  in  t^xplanatioiiof  the  niutivcj ;  but  lio  forgets  that  a  few  hoEitages,  as  takan 
fram  othiir  peoples  on  tho  route,  would  have  secured  Corts^g  farmoro  than  tho 
munlcrof  a  bhibII  perceutaguof  this  popTilation.  Preacott  couipares  the  decil 
with  Etirop<^n  cruelties,  autlj  coiiaideriug  tho  danger  threatening  the  ^pan- 
iarda,  Iio  cscnsca  it.  Ilo  prefaces  hia  couiinciita  by  a  consideration  of  the 
right  of  conquest.  M^x.,  ii,  2fJ-3y.  Alas  for  honeaty,  hmnanity,  decency, 
wlicn  taleut-ed  AtnericaTi  autliora  talk  of  the  ri^ht  of  one  peoplo  to  rob  and 
mitrdcr  another  people  J  See  also  Vf^tui^  TJi'^t.  Ant.  M^j*^  iii*  3SJ-2^  PI' 
^ana  y  0}£'tmo,l'arona  Ilvittrrif,  815-0;  P^jfUfa,  Not.  JHM.,  112-13,  313- H; 
Pimerit^ff  Mem.  Sit.,  90-t2,  Althongli  some  of  the  rai  ly  Dut^h  writers  eagerly 
copy  and  even  exaggerate  Las  Casaa'  version,  the  contempoitLry  German 
wfitera  aro  quite  moderate.  Oorti^s*  version  is  given  in  the  H'eltbttck  Bpff^fl 
nifi.t  hUdtnis  i^fs  r^aritz  n  I*])-^}^^^^^^^  rmi  Sf^ha^lmna  Iranfo  Worrlensij  TiiLingeiij 
1  j34  I  ccxxxvi  i )  ca  ve3»  be.^ii  1  eprefacoandrei^ater.  This  book  was  muclisoiight 
after  in  its  day,  and  received  seveiul  editions,  in  Gernian  aiul  Butch*  as  lute  as 
the  seventeenth  century.  Tho  earliest  mentioned  by  Hanrisse  is  dated  1.^13. 
The  new  continent  waa  gmdually  reeeivingalar^crepiK^oiuthe  cosmographies 
at  thia  period,  nud  Franck  actually  assigna  it  a  whole  section,  as  one  of  the  four 
porta  of  tlie  world.     The  liistonc  and  geographic  descnption  of  Africa  occnpiev 
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Here  among  the  greatest  plotters,  and  in  the  holy 
city,  the  lesson  would  be  most  effective.  It  might 
also  be  claimed  that  the  chiefs  were  the  guilty  ones, 
and  should  alone  have  suffered,  not  the  citizens  and 
soldiers;  but  they  were  also  in  arms,  even  if  sub- 
ordinate, and  such  discrimination  is  not  observed  in 
our  own  age. 

Outrages  equally  as  cruel  are  to-day  exculpated 
throughout  Christendom  as  exigencies  of  war.  If 
we,  then,  overlook  such  deeds,  how  much  more  ex- 
cusable are  they  in  the  more  bloody  times  of  Cortds? 
But  neither  now  nor.  then  can  war,  with  any  of  its 
attendant  atrocities,  be  regarded  by  right-thinking, 
humane  men  as  aught  but  beastly,  horrible,  diabolical. 

the  first  and  smallest  section;  Europe  follows  and  absorbs  about  half  the 
pages,  while  Asia  receives  100  folios,  and  America  the  remainder,  beginning 
at  folio  210.  The  heading  reads:  Von  America  dem  vierdlen  te>/l  deru-eU^ 
Anno  M.CCCCXCVII.  er/unden;  but  after  this  chapter  follow  severiil  pa^cs 
on  Portuguese  discoveries  in  Africa  and  eastward,  till  folio  220,  when  begins 
the  voyage  of  Columbus,  'sunst  Dauber  genant,' the  German  translation  of 
the  admirars  name.  After  several  chapters  on  the  physical  features,  natural 
resources,  and  inhabitants  of  the  new  discoveries,  comes  one  relating  how 
AmericuB  Vespucius  found  the  fourth  part  of  the  world.  This  is  followed  by 
three  pages  of  matter  on  Asia,  aa  if  the  author,  fearful  of  forgetting  it,  there 
and  then  gave  his  story.  •  Several  interpolations  occur,  but  tlie  chief  portion 
of  the  remaining  folios  relates  to  Cortes'  conquest  of  Alexico.  The  carelessly 
compiled  and  badly  arranged  material  of  the  volume  claims  to  be  based  on  over 
sixty  authorities,  among  which  figure  Apianus,  Munster,  Vespucci,  Columbus, 
and  Cortes.  The  affix  Wordensi  indicates  that  Franck-  was  a  Hollander, 
although  he  is  often  referred  to  as  a  German,  probably  because  his  life  was 
passed  chiefly  in  Germany.  Here  he  issued,  among  other  works,  a  not  very 
orthodox  chronicle,  which  was  excommunicated  at  Strasburg.  Franck  was 
chased  from  moro  than  one  place,  but  enjoys  the  honor  of  standing  in  the  first 
class  among  authors  condenmed  by  the  Roman  Church,  and  of  having  been 
deemed  worthy  of  special  refutation  by  Luther  and  Melancthon.  Even  the 
liberal-minded  Bayle,  after  applying  the  term  Anabaptist,  refers  to  him  afl  *  ua 
vrai  fanatique.'  DicL  Hist.,  u.  1216. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

CHOLULA  TO  IZTAPALAPAN. 

OCTOBEB-NOVEMBEB,    1519. 

rHE  Gods — He  again  Beos  the  Strangers  not  to 

»OCATEPETL  AND   IZTACCmUATL— NeWS   FROM  ViLLA 

Iscalante — Return  of  the  Cempoalan  Allies — 
POR  Mexico — Eeception  at  Huexotzincx) — First 
CAN  Valley— Exultations  and  Misgivinos— Rest- 
;atl — The  Ck)UNTERFEiT  Montezuma — Munificent 
mperor  Attempts  to  Annihilate  the  Army  by 
Rs— Through  Quauhtechgatl,  Amaquemecan,  and 
Brilliant  Procession  Heralds  the  Coming  of 
?Ezcuco— At  Cuitlahuao— Met  by  Ixtulxochitl— 
)F  Iztapalapan. 

\  success,  Cortes  again  spoke  tx)  the 
ors,  tolling  them  nn  an  aggrieved 
existed  connecting  Mexican  troops 
plot,  and  that  it  would  be  only  just 
?  and  desolate  the  country  for  such 
7oys  protested  their  ignorance  of  any 
and  oflFered  to  send  one  of  their  num- 
.0  ascertain  what  ground  there  was 
This  Cortds  agreed  to,  expressing  at 
le  opinion  that  Montezuma,  after  all 
3anor,  could  hardly  have  favored  the 
egarded  him  as  a  friend,  both  for  the 
f  and  for  himself,  and  it  was  out  of 
I  that  he  had  spared  the  Cholultecs 
nination.^ 

oy  reached  Mexico  he  found  that  his 
3(1  to  grieve  over  the  fate  of  the  holy 

5;  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  96-7. 

(282) 


ANOTHER  MIRACLE.  253 

city,  or  more  probably  over  the  defeat  of  his  plans, 
and  to  appeal  to  the  incensed  gods  by  prayers  and 
fastings,  while  the  priests  supported  the  invocations 
with  reeking  human  hearts.^  But  the  holocaust  was 
in  vain,  for  a  miraculous  incident  frightened  the  idols 
into  silence.  Among  the  victims,  says  a  sacred 
chronicle,  was  a  Tlascaltec,  who,  while  stretched  on 
the  sacrificial  stone,  called  loudly  on  the  God  of  the 
advancing  Spaniards  to  deliver  him.  The  words  were 
yet  on  his  lips  when  a  dazzling  light  enveloped  the 

f)lace,  revealing  a  bright -clad  being  with  diadem  and 
arge  wings.  The  priests  fell  awe -stricken  to  the 
ground,  while  the  angel  advanced  to  cheer  their 
victim  with  hopeful  words  of  a  happy  future.  He 
was  told  to  announce  to  the  priests  that  soon  the 
shedding  of  human  blood  would  cease,  for  those 
destined  to  rule  the  land  were  at  hand.  This  the 
victim  did,  when  the  sacrifices  were  resumed,  and 
with  the  name  of  God  the  last  upon  his  lips 'his  spirit 
rose  to  a  brighter  world.® 

The  downmll  of  Cholula  resounded  throughout  the 
land,  and  the  Spaniards  were  now  almost  universally 
confirmed  as  divine  beings,  from  whom  nothing  could 
be  kept  secret,  and  whose  anger  was  fierce  and  de- 
vastating. One  effect  was  the  arrival  of  envoys  from 
quite  a  number  of  surrounding  chieftains,  bearing  pres- 
ents, partly  with  a  view  of  gaining  the  good- will  of  the 
dreaded  strangers,  partly  to  offer  congratulations.*  As 
for  Montezuma,  his  awe  deepened  into  terror  as  the 
reports  came  in  and  the  half  threatening  message  of 

*  *  Sacrificassen  cinco  mill  personas  para  festejar  6  aplacar  sua  dioses. 
Oviedo,  iii.  499.  *  Estimo  cncerrado  en  sua  de^ociones,  y  sacrificios  dos  diaa 
juntamento  con  diez  Papas.'  Benial  Diaz,  IJist.  V'erdad.,  61,  *Estuuo  en 
oracion,  y  ayiino  ocho  dias.'  Goma}xi,  Hist.  Afcx.,  97.  *Si  ritir6  al  palazzo 
tlillancafmccdli,  destinato  pel  tempo  di  duolo.'  Clitvigero,  Storia  Mesa.,  iii.  09. 

»  Mi'iuliefa,  Hist,  hkles,,  182;  l^emej^al,  Hint.  Chyapn,  304.  According  to 
Arias  dc  Villalobos,  the  idol  was  already  stricken  mute  by  the  slrndow  of 
the  appi-oacliinff  cross;  the  an^el  released  the  captive,  one  of  500  destined  for 
slaughter,  and  he  set  forth  to  join  the  Spaniards.  VelancvrL  Teairo  Mex.,  pt. 
iii.  126. 

*  From  the  lord  of  Tepeaca  came  30  female  slaves  and  some  gold,  and 
from  Hucxotzinco  a  wooden  box,  bordered  with  gold  and  silver,  containing 
jewels  worth  400  pesos  de  oro.  Herreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  iiL 
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opposed  they  and  their  aUies  might  ravage  the  coun- 
try. The  emperor .  accordingly  sent  an  invitation, 
promising  that,  although  the  situation  of  the  capital 
made  it  difficult  to  provide  food,  he  would  do  his  best 
to  entertain  them  and  give  proofs  of  his  friendship. 
The  towns  en  route  had  orders  to  supply  all  their 
wants.® 

The  story  is  not  without  a  parallel  in  classic  litera- 
ture. As  Montezuma  awaited  the  approach  of  Cortes, 
so  old  King  Latinus  awaited  the  arrival  of  -^neas 
and  his  Trojan  warriors;  refusing  to  give  battle,  or  to 
fight  the  destinies,  and  curbing  his  impetuous  people 
by  quoting  the  oracle. 

Along  the  western  horizon  of  Cholula,  at  a  distance 
of  eight  leagues,  runs  the  mountain  range  which 
separates  the  plain  of  Huitzilapan  from  the  valley  of 
Mexico.  And  like  sentinels  upon  it  stand,  in  close 
proximity,  the  two  volcanic  peaks  of  Popocatepetl 
and  Iztaccihuatl,  terms  signifying  respectively  *the 
smoking  mountain'  and  'the  white  woman,'  and  indeed 
most  apt,  the  former  being  suggested  by  the  frequent 
eruptions,  the  latter  by  the  snowy  covering  which  falls 
like  a  tilmatli  mantle  from  a  woman's  shoulders.  Tra- 
dition has  it  that  Iztaccihuatl  was  the  wife  of  her 
neighbor,  whose  noise  and  fumes  were  caused  by  the 
agonies  of  tyrants  who  there  underwent  purification 
ere  they  could  enter  final  rest.®  While  the  Spaniards 
were  at  Cholula,  Popocatepetl  was  in  eruption,  an 
evil  omen  with  the  Indians,  foreshadowing  the  dis- 
turbances soon  to  overwhelm  the  country.  Interested 
by  a  sight  «o  curious  and  novel,  and  desirous  of 
ascertaining  for  himself  and  the  king  the  "secret 
of  this  smoke,"  Cortes  consented  to  let  Ordaz  ascend 
the  volcano.     The  Indians  sought  to  dissuade  him 

"  Cort68y  Cartas^  77.  Bemal  Diaz  relates  that  six  chiefs  brought  this  mes- 
sage, together  with  a  number  of  gold  jewels,  worth  upward  of  2000  pesos, 
aiid  some  loads  of  robes.  Ilhit.  Verdad. ,  G2.  Most  authors  are,  like  Gomara, 
somewhat  couf  used  about  these  messages. 

*  Gomara,  Hint.  Alex,,  06.  ^Algimos  querian  decir  que  era  boca  del  in- 
fiemo.'  MotoUnia,  HisL  Ind,^  180;  Toirptemada,  L  436-7. 


While    preparing 
startled  by  news  troi 
Mexicans,  resulting 


low  his  patron's  version;  and  1 
him,  and  who  was  no  friend  of 
simimit.  He  gives  him  only  t-v 
Tlascala.  //isU  VerdacU,  55.  1 
their  success.  Prescott,  Brass 
terpretation  of  Cort^*  text,  all 
camped  on  the  summit  of  the  r 

Ordaz  no  donbt  claimed  to 
sprantcd  him  a  coat  of  arms,  wl 
blazing  moimtain.  Had  he  not 
sarely  have  raised  a  clamor.  H* 
edgment  of  his  services  during 
wealth,  he  might  have  rested  on 
he  in  1530  petitioned  for  and  o 
Rio  Maraflon  and  Cabo  de  la 
tend  the  conquest.  After  sul 
Spain,  two  years  later,  to  recrui 
querors.  He  died  on  the  way 
cap.  ix.;  dec.  v.  lib.  i.  cap.  xi. 
cruelty  to  his  men,  etc.  Onli 
fearing  the  result,  since  he  stooi 
daring  the  voyage.  Conq,  Titrr 
baJalLJspinosa,  Ifist.  Mex.,  ii.  1 
iii.  221.  *Su  familia  establecid: 
descendientes  suyos.'  Alaman, 
querors,  made  tlie  ascent  of  tli 
said  to  have  descended  into  tlie 
mit.  Hist.  Oeii.y  iii.  317;  Uerrt 
43G-7 ;  Peter  Martfjry  dec.  v.  cap 
till  1827,  by  Messrs  Glennie. 
tially  only  in  1772,  but  had  rcac 
explored  in  the  same  year  as  t 
ascent  in  1833  and  1834,  and  su 
occasion.  The  record  is  given  i: 
government  sent  up  a  succcssf  n 
verri^re,  whose  report,  with  dra 
218-45.  Meanwhile  the  obser 
examination  of  the  crater  for  si 
since  1836.  The  volcano  was  iii 
as  if  in  sympathy  with  the  poli 
discharges  recorded  took  place 
towns,  as  far  as  Tlascala,  witli 
silent,  the  last  two  outbreaks 
Bernol  DiaZy  Hist.  Verdad. ,  .V) ; 
tion  of  1003-4  created  great  U 
Mex. ,  pt.  i.  26.  Bustamante  ex tc 
(ed.  1840),  75. 

Rude  cuts  of  the  volcanic  e 
curious  cosmographies  of  Sebas 
Hebrew  scholar,  as  mat  hematic 
forty  printed  works,  and  would 
the  plague  cut  him  off  at  BasL 
Ptolemy's  Geography  began  in 
to  Labanqff^s  Cdtcdo'jufy  appeal 
Hist.  Max.,  Vol.  I.    17 
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its  river  had  received  from  Grijalva  the  name  of 
Almerla."  This  was  occupied  by  an  Aztec  garrison 
under  Quauhpopoca,"  whose  Aztec  pride  and  loyalty  to 
Montezuma  could  ill  brook  the  independence  achieved 
by  the  Totonacs,  and  who  probably  grieved  over  the 
loss  of  slaves  and  other  contributions  which  once 
swelled  his  income.  No  sooner  had  Cortes  disap- 
peared beyond  the  plateau  border  than  my  lord  grew 
audacious,  encouraged  no  doubt  by  the  express  or  tacit 
consent  of  his  sovereign,  and  demanded  from  the  nei^h- 
boring  Totonacs  the  customary  tribute,  under  penalty 
of  having  their  lands  ravaged.  They  refused,  pointing 
out  that  they  were  now  the  subjects  of  the  great  white 
king.  Escalante  being  appealed  to  for  protection,  sent 
a  message  explaining  that  the  independence  of  the 
people  had  de  facto  been  recognized  by  Montezuma, 
with  whom  he  was  on  friendly  terms.  He  would 
allow  no  interference  with  them.  Quauhpopoca  re- 
phed  that  his  answer  would  be  given  on  the  battle- 
field. Escalante,  nothing  loath,  set  out  at  once  with 
fifty  men,  two  horses,  and  two  cannon,  attended  by 
eeveral  thousand  Totonacs,"  and  reached  the  vicinity 
of  Nautla,  where  Quauhpopoca  was  already  commit- 
ting depredations.  The  armies  met,  and  a  fierce  battle 
ensued.  Awed  by  the  remembrance  of  former  defeats 
at  the  hands  of  the  Aztecs,  the  Totonacs  comported 
themselves  so  poorly^*  that  the  brunt  of  the  fight  had 
to  be  borne  by  the  Spaniards,  of  whom  several  were 
killed  and  wounded,  while  one  was  captured,  and  a 
horse  destroyed.  The  enemy  was  put  to  flight,  but  it 
has  been  said  as  an  excuse  for  their  defeat  the  Mexican 
ofl&cers  declared  to  Montezuma  that  the  virgin  bearing 
an  infant  led  the  Spaniards  in  their  attack  which  spread 

"Cap.  iii.  note  1. 

*^  *  Qoauhpopocatzin,  sefior  de  Ck>yohiiacaii,  uno  de  loa  grandes  del  imperio, 

Sue  asistia  en  Nauhtlan,  y  estaba  d  su  cargo  el  gobiemo  de  las  costas  del  mar 
el  norte.'  Ixttilxocfiitl,  Hist,  Chich.,  296. 
*'  Bernal  Diaz  writes,  40  soldiers,  2  cannon,  2  firelocks,  3  cross-bows  and 
2000  natives;  Cortes,  50  Spaniards  and  8000  to  10,000  Indians,  *  y  doce  tiros 
de  polvora.  *  Cartas^  88. 

^ '  *  A  la  primera  refri^ hnyeron,  y  dezaron  al  Juan  de  Escalante  pele- 

ando,*  says  Semal  Diaz,  laitt,  Verdad,,  74. 
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terror  and  fearful  slaughter  in  their  ranks. ^^  Esca- 
lante  laid  waste  the  district,  and  captured  Nautla  town, 
which  was  sacked  and  burned.  This  lesson  finished, 
he  hastened  back  to  Villa  Rica,  and  there  within  three 
days  succumbed  to  his  wounds  together  with  several 
soldiers,  so  that  the  campaign  cost  the  lives  of  seven 
or  nine  mcn.^*'  From  prisoners  it  was  understood  that 
Quauhpopoca  had  acted  wholly  under  orders  from 
Montezuma.  The  captured  soldier  was  Argiiello,  of 
Leon,  a  young  man  of  powerful  frame,  with  a  large 
head  and  a  curly  black  beard.  He  appears  to  have 
died  from  his  wounds  on  the  way  to  Mexico,  and  the 
head  was  presented  to  the  emperor.  Its  wild  ap- 
pearance, however,  increased  by  the  black,  curly  beard, 
made  so  bad  an  impression  upon  him  that  he  refused 
to  offer  it  to  his  idols,  ordering  it  to  be  sent  to  some 
other  town*" 


^**Aiid  Montezuma  believed  this  to  be  tlie  great  lady  whom  wo  claimed 
for  patroncFa.'  '  Todoa  Jo,'j  eoldailos  fjuo  poMiunoa  coa  Cortes,  tencmoa  muy 
cn^ido/  JJurnal  Dun,  UhL  Vti-datL^  74. 

*"  *  Scia  ftoiiladoa  juuta-meu to  coo  (!'l.  ^  Bfmal  Dioz,  fiiH.  Vtrdud. ,  73*  *  Nueue 
Bepatiolf'«/  say  a  Gomara^  wlio  af^^^ume^  tlmt  two  were  pTeviousIy  aaaassfiimtad 
by  Quauhpopoca,   fli^L  Mt'x.^  I2'2,  1'29. 

^^  Aecordiitf?  to  Bemal  jJiaj^  ^iboao  vcraion  is  chiefly tidliercfl  to^  the  death 
of  so  nmwy  anlJiLu-y  caust^J  tlic  Sjiaoiarda  t^i  fall  gouiewbat  iu  the  eatimation 
of  tbe  TitdipjiH,  who  lind  looked  ui)on  thcsn  as  invTiluentblo  betnga,  'Y 
qoc  todua  loa  pueblo*  do  la  sierra,  y  G:jmpoals  y  eu  Bujeto,  eaUii  alteradoB»  y 
no  les  cjuicrt^a  dar  comitla,  iii  Bor^r/  Iki'nnl  Dhiz,  Hlmt.  Venlad.^  73^. 
But  thia  j3  probably  an  cxa^ffcrution,  for  Cort^  would  not  have  vcuturcd  to 
iw^nd  dai^^Ti  a  new  cotiiandimto  almost  i^ithout  escort,  or  to  have  remained 
floietly  lit  Meifit'o  for  moatlis,  hnd  hia  rear  Irh^o  bo  threatcdeiL  CortL'S,  who 
ahoulil  be  re  landed  a*  ilio  Ixst  authority,  givcd  a  cuiious  iiiotiv^e  for  tho  cam- 
jjftipti.  Qiinlpopoca,  os  ho  calls  hini^  sent  a  megaa.|[f  s  to  Escalantc,  offcnng  to 
tecomc  a  viimyd  of  the  Spiinidh  kiu^.  He  had  not  Kuhmittctl  ht^foro,  fearing  to 
pnas  tiiroogh  the  intcn^euiiig  hostile  oountr^*;  but  if  four  sold i era  were  sent  to 
ciioort  hiiii,  lie  would  eoiuo  with  them,  lieiioviug  thia  proteatation,  Escalante 
£cnt  the  finir  men,  two  of  whom  wounded  relorned  shortly  after  with  the 
Story  that  Quaohpopocahnd  sought  to  kill  them,  and  had  a ticceeded  in  despatch- 
ing thuir  comrades,  Thia  led  to  the  exiH'ilitiuu  of  Eacalaute,  Vartofi^  Bl-%. 
It  fijv^FtarB  most  unlikely  that  tluaofliecr  ahoiild  have  so  far  furgotten  tho  pm- 
den  CO  ever  enjoined  oti  his  captains  by  Cortc^s,  anil  tru«tod  only  four  inen 
in  ft  a  unknown  country^  in  r<J3j)OUfle  to  eo  snspicioua  a  retjUCHt.  lliero  waa 
besido  no  need  for  Qujitilipopoea  to  go  to  Villa  Kica^  fiince  his  Bubraiaaion 
through  envoys  would  bo  just  as  biiidinj^.  If  ho  desired  to  seo  the  Bpauiah 
fort,  he  could  have  pfone  t<nfely  by  water,  for  large  cani>e3  were  used  on  the 
co!i?^t.  It  ia  not  improbable  that  the  ^tory  was  made  up  to  justify  the  ex- 
pejlitioti  »ent  fl;T:iiiiKt  NaiitLi,  since  a  eamfviiiu  hy  a  small  force,  merely  on 
behalf  of  \i  wretched  tribe  of  nativi^,  mi^lit  ha\v  been  regardcnl  aa  im war- 
ran  tcd»     This  story  was  also  useful  aftorward,  wfai^  Cort^  first  thought 


Fearing  that  these  tidings  might  dishearten  the 
men,  Cortes  said  nothing  about  the  affair;^®  but  it 
had  nevertheless  a  bad  eflfect,  for  the  Cempoalan 
allies,  who  had  learned  a  few  particulars  from  the 
messengers,  requested  at  the  last  moment  to  be  dis- 
missed to  their  homes,  pleading  not  only  the  long 
absence  from  their  families,  but  the  fear  of  being 
treated  at  Mexico  as  rebels.  Cortds  sought  to  reas- 
sure them,  declaring  that  no  harm  could  reach  any- 
one under  his  protection.  Furthermore  he  would 
enrich  them.  But  the  larger  portion  still  insisted,  and 
since  they  had  served  him  well  he  did  not  wish  to 
compel  them.  Several  packs  of  the  rich  robes  ob- 
tained from  Mexico  were  accordingly  divided  among 
the  leaders,  two  packages  being  destined  for  Chico- 
macatl  and  his  nephew  Cuexco,  and  with  this  parting 
gift  all  but  a  small  body  returned  to  Cempoala.^* 

After  a  stay  at  Cholula  of  nearly  three  weeks^  the 
Spaniards  set  out  for  Mexico,  attended  by  about  six 
thousand  natives,  chiefly  Tiascaltecs,  with  a  sprink- 
ling of  Cempoalans,  Cholultecs,  and  Huexotzincas.^^ 

proper  to  reveal  it,  for  ronsing  his  men  to  action.  Cromara  follows  Cortes, 
with  the  difference  that  Pedro  do  Ircio,  as  he  wrongly  calls  the  captain  at 
ViUa  Rica,  having  orders  from  Cortes  to  anticipate  Graray  by  incorporating 
Almeria,  sent  an  order  to  Quauhpopoca  to  tender  his  submission.  This  he 
agreed  to  do,  provided  the  four  Spaniards  were  sent  to  escort  him.  Gomara 
appears  to  favor  the  view  that  Quauhpopoca  acted  on  his  own  responsibility, 
for  he  says  that  this  chief  sent  to  warn  Montezuma  of  Corti^s'  intention  to 
usurp  the  empire,  and  to  urge  upon  him  to  seize  the  white  captain.  Hist. 
Mex.y  122,  129.  Bcmal  Diaz  stamps  this  account  as  false.  Peter  Martyr, 
dec.  V.  cap.  iii.,  assumes  that  the  two  Spaniards  were  slain  by  robbers,  so 
that  Quauhpopoca  was  Innocent  of  any  misdeed.  Tapia's  version  is  incom- 
plete, but  appears  to  favor  Bemal  Diaz.  In  Duran's  native  record,  Coatlpo- 
poca  appears  as  the  guide  of  the  Spaniards.  He  treacherously  leads  them 
along  a  precipice,  over  which  two  horsemen  fall  with  their  steeds,  and  are 
killed.     For  this  he  is  tried  and  executed.  Hint.  Ind.y  MS.,  ii.  411-13. 

**  He  reveals  it  only  after  his  arrival  at  Mexico,  and  thus  leads  Bemal  Diaz 
to  assume  that  the  news  reached  him  there.  In  this  ho  is  followed  by 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  i. ,  and  consequently  by  Torquemada,  i.  455. 

^^  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Veriiad.,  G2;  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  97;  Torquemada, 
i.  442. 

*^  The  estimate  varies  from  fourteen  days,  Herrera,  to  over  twenty  days, 
Oomara.  By  assuming  that  nineteen  days  were  spent  at  Cholula,  the  army 
has  a  week  in  which  to  reach  Mexico,  and  this  is  about  the  time  consimicd. 

**  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  97.  'Saliedo  acompaflarle  los  sefiores  de  Chulula, 
y  con  gran  marauilla  de  los  Embaxadores  Mexicanos.'  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib. 
vii.  cap.  iii.  'Andauamos  la  barba  sobrc  el  ombro,*  says  Bemal  Diaz,  in  allu- 
sion to  the  precautions  observed.  Hist.  Verdad,,  63. 


They  passed  through  Huexotzinco  by  a  route  already 
followed  by  Ordaz,  and  recommended  as  the  best 
and  safest.  The  first  camp  was  made  at  the  Huexot- 
zioea  village  of  Izcalpan,  over  four  leagues  from  Cho- 
lula,  where  they  met  with  a  most  friendly  reception, 
and  received  abundant  provii^ions,  together  with  some 
female  slaves  and  a  little  gold.  Leaving  behind  them 
the  smiling  plain  of  Huitzilapanj  where  they  had 
overcome  so  many  dangers  and  .obtained  so  many 
proofs  of  good -will,  on  the  following  day  they  ap- 
proached the  mountains  and  came  upon  the  regular 
highway  which  leads  across  the  range  to  the  valley 
of  Jlexico.  The  junction  of  the  roads  was  at  the 
south-west  border  of  Huexotzinco,  w^here  the  Mexi- 
cans had  left  a  proof  of  their  hostility  toward  this 
republic,  allied  to  Tlascala,  by  blocking  up  the  way 
with  trees  and  other  materiaL^  These  were  romovedj 
and  the  army  began  the  steep  ascent  of  the  pass, 

^^  Bem^  Dia2  rcXatea  in  a  confusf^d  manner  that  at  Izcalpan  the  Span* 
ittrd^  werq  t<?M  of  two  widt)  tomIs  boginning  beyond  tbo  first  piiaa.  Ono,  citsy 
AQfl  open,  led  to  Clwilcoi  tho  tith<:i\  ta  TUilnmnalco,  Imd  b<^»  obstn;ctod  with 
trees  to  impodo  the  liorses,  mid  so  induce  tlie  arroy  to  take  the  Chalco  route, 
upon  wh ich  tho  Azteca  lay  in  aiubuah ^  rend y  to  fall  iix>on  tbcm .  J/IhL  Vt^nki d.  ^  G^. 
xida  findg  some?  eupjHjrt  in  Sahiiijnn,  whoso  mythic  account  rclatoa  that  I^Ion- 
tpzunm*  in  lii^  f cur  of  tho  advancing  forces,  liiwi  blocked  t ho  direct  road  to 
Mexico  and  plaiitod  maguey  upon  it,  bo  aa  to  direct  tlicni  to  Tezcuco.  Hi»L 
Com}.  J  21.  Cottt?a  indicates  dearly  cnotigh  that  the  Mexican  envoys  ha<l  at 
Cholala  recommended  a  routes  leading  from  tliat  city  south  of  Hucsotxinco 
to  tJiu  usuul  mountain  pa33|  and  nsed  by  their  iifiqple  in  t»rder  to  avoid  thia 
inimical  territory.  Upon  it  every  ttqcommixlation  liad  been  prepctrt^  for 
tliii  fci[>aniaril3*  Thia  road  waa  not  only  cireaitouB,  but  liad  been  declared  by 
Tla&ea  teca  and  otlicra  as  hard  and  ]>orilou3,  with  deep  ravine3»  spanntnl  by 
narmw  njid  insecure  brid^^cs,  and  with  A^tcc  aniiics  lying  in  ambush.  Cor't'x, 
Carian^  7U--?;  Ttipia^  JlcL^  in  It:azhalc(:ta,  VoL  iJoc,  il.  b~L  Fctcr  Martyr,  dec 
T.  ca|>.  iL,  calla  tJda  route  shorter  and  eaaier,  though  more  dangeroua.  Cor- 
taht  remarks  by  Ikrual  Diaz  indicate  that  the  ambiieli  had  })cen  arrangod  in 
connection  with  tbe  plot  at  Cbolula,  and  abandoDud  npon  its  failure,  loc.  ciL 
Tliere  couhl  hardly  have  been  more  tban  one  route  across  the  range,  through 
the  pn^  wherein  tho  Aztecs  Jiad  erected  their  elation  for  travellcrSj  and  this 
the  8paniards  did  follow.  Here  also  aecomTJiodation  was  prepartjd  for  tliem, 
and  hero  the  cinbEiiJ!3y  from  Montiizunia  apjx^arcd*  Henct;  tho  obstructiona 
Bpohen  of  ntust  ha\  o  been  at  Ibo  junction  of  the  Huexotzinca  road  with  thq 
main  rond  from  fbotuUi  to  tho  pa^s,  and  intended  as  an  intimation  to  tho 
Htiexot/iuczLa  or  to  the  Mexicans  not  to  tt^i^jmas.  They  could  have  been  of 
no  avaii  against  tbc  Spaniards*  who  were  beside  invited  to  enter  on  tho 
maijt  roa<l  then  at  hand.  These  aro  facti?  overlooked  by  Prcscott.  Clavi^cro, 
and  'Nvr iters  generally  who  ba\'e  lost  themselves  in  the  vague  anil  comufied 
nttei^imces  of  the  chroniclers,  and  in  seeking  to  elaborate  a  most  simple  aQair. 
Modern,  traviajlers  follow  tbe  ea&ier  and  le«s  pictni-e^ue  route  north  of  Iztaooi- 
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pressing  onward  against  the  chilling  winds  which 
swept  down  from  ite  frozen  heights,  and  before  long- 
they  were  tramping  through  the  snow  which  covered 
the  summit. 

Here  they  were  cheered  by  a  sight  which  made 
them,  for  the  moment  at  least,  forget  their  hard- 
ships. A  turn  in  the  road  disclosed  the  valley  of 
Mexico — the  object  of  their  toil  and  suflfering — 
stretching  from  the  slope  of  the  forest-clad  ranges  at 
their  feet  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  presenting 
one  picturesque  intermingling  of  green  prairies,  golden 
fields,  and  blooming  gardens,  clustering  round  a  series 
of  lakes.  Towns  lay  thickly  sprinkled,  revealed  by 
towering  edifices  and  gleaming  walls,  and  conspicu- 
ous above  all,  the  queen  city  herself,  placidly  reposing 
upon  the  mirrored  surface  of  the  larger  water.  Above 
her  rose  the  cypress-crowned  hill  of  Uhapultepec,  with 
its  stately  palace  consecrated  to  the  glories  of  Aztec 
domination.^ 

The  first  transport  over,  there  came  a  revulsion 
of  feeling.  The  evidently  dense  population  of  the 
valley  and  the  many  fortified  towns  confirmed  the 
mysterious  warnings  of  the  allies  against  a  pow- 
erful and  warlike  people,  and  again  the  longing  for 
the  snug  and  secure  plantations  of  Cuba  found  ex- 
pression among  the  faint-hearted,  as  they  shivered  in 
the  icy  blast  and  wrapped  themselves  the  closer  in 
the  absence  of  food  and  shelter.  In  this  frame  of 
mind  the  glistening  farm-houses  seemed  only  so  many 
troops  of  savage  warriors,  lurking  amidst  the  copses 
and  arbors  for  victims  to  grace  the  stone  of  sacrifice 
and  the  festive  board;  and  the  stately  towns  appeared 
impregnable  fortresses,  which  promised  only  to  become 
their  prisons  and  graves.     So  loud  grew  the  murmur 

huatl,  which  skirts  Mount  Telapon.  This  was  the  road  recommended  by 
Ixtlibcochitl,  leading  through  Calpulalpan,  where  he  promised  to  join  him 
with  his  army;  but  Cort(^  preferred  to  trust  to  his  own  arms  and  to  his  Has- 
caltec  followers.   Torquemada^  L  442. 

^  'Dezian  algunos  Gastellanos,  que  aquella  era  la  tierra  para  su  buena 
dicha  prometida,  y  que  mientras  mas  Moros,  mas  ganancia.'  Herrera,  dec.  iL 
tib.  vii.  cap.  iii. 


as  to  indicate  mutiny;  but  Cortes,  with  his  usual 
firm  words,  quieted  the  soldiers,  supported  as  he  was 
by  the  spirited  majority.^ 

After  descending  for  a  short  distance  they  came 
to  the  travellers'  station  of  Quauhtechcatl,^  whose 
commodious  edifices  afibrded  room  for  the  whole  army. 
The  Mexicans  had  prepared  for  the  arrival  by  fur- 
nishing an  abundance  of  provisions,  with  fires  in  all 
the  rooms,  and  the  tired  soldiers  eagerly  gave  them- 
selves up  to  repose.^  No  less  exhausted  than  they, 
Cortds  nevertheless  could  not  think  of  rest  till  he 
had  seen  to  the  security  of  the  camp.  His  prudence 
on  this  occasion  came  near  costing  him  dearly,  for 
in  the  darkness  a  sentinel  taking  him  for  a  spy 
drew  his  cross-bow.  Fortunately  he  heard  the  click 
and  announced  himself*'  This  promptness  on  the 
part  of  the  guard  was  by  no  means  unnecessary; 
during  the  night  a  dozen  or  more  prowling  natives 
met  the  fate  which  the  general  so  narrowly  escaped. 
They  were  supposed  to  have  been  the  spies  of  an  army 
hidden  in  the  forest,  which,  on  observing  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  Spaniards,  abandoned  the  premeditated 
attack.^ 

Montezuma's  fears  appeared  to  grow  with  the  ap- 
proach of  CortiJs,  and  so  did  his  anxiety  about  the 
iinport  of  the  message  which  must  be  delivered  to  him 
alone.  Could  there  be  a  design  upon  his  person?  This 
must  be  ascertained  before  the   invaders  came  too 

'^^Gmihara,  HUt.  M^.,  07  j  Omrdo,  iii.  500. 

^  Ixiiibrt>t^hitf,  HisL  ChicL,  i29.>.  Torquemada,  ftjUowed  by  CrB*9<*ut  do 
Bonrbourg  aud  othens,  calls  it  Itbimko^  which  appears  rather  to  have  boen  ^ 
genciral  term  for  thes«  stations ^  abico  ithualLii  aocording  to  Molina,  Bignities  & 
coni"t»    Peter  Martyr  and  Gomara  r*^fcr  to  it  iia  a  uiiiiirner  piil^ice. 

*^'  Cort/s,  Caria^^  7'J.  *  Ailel  que  paiu  los  TamemGa  hLzLerau  loa  do  Moti^ViUiiA 
cbof^  do  paja.. , . ,  y  aim  lea  teniori  umgeresj,'  Oomara^  Hid.  Mex.y  97.  "  l^a 
iDdios  hm^?mn  de  pre«to  muchits  Ijarracas/ says  Herrera,  who  plfloos  this 
'caea  du  plazcr'  in  the  plain  below,  deu.  ii,  lib.  vii.  cap,  Ui.  Tapia  caJli  the 
buildings  'e^iaas  do  pajn/  H&in/iion,  m  fi^azfialceM,  CoL  Dot.,  it.  673, 

^^  Martin  Lrope?:  wjis  the  watchful  sentinel.   Torquumfid^,  i.  443. 

**  Tapia,  IkL,  in  Icadbalcetaj  €oL  Doc*  il.  t>77i  VorteJt^  OartaSf  SO*  Herrera 
intiiiiatcik  that  an  attack  on  the  amnmitt  whero  the  S[)ainLarda  were  beitujiibod 
with  cold,  mis^ht  have  ^m^octidcil  in  creating  confusion,  dec.  il.  lib.  vii.  c&p. 
iii.     Unlesaa  tha  naked  Indiana  had  been  e^xaaOy  b^numbe<1 1 
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near.  Among  his  courtiers  was  a  noble  named  Tzihu- 
acpopoca,  who  greatly  resembled  him  in  person  and 
voice.  Him  he  commanded  to  proceed  to  the  Spanish 
camp,  attended  by  a  large  retinue,  and  by  representing 
himself  as  the  emperor  to  ascertain  from  the  white 
chief  what  his  intentions  were,  and  to  induce  him  with 
liberal  offers  to  turn  back.  The  idea  was  based  on 
an  incident  which  had  occurred  not  many  years  before, 
wherein  one  of  the  tripartite  monarchs  saved  his  life 
by  appearing  in  proxy  at  a  treacherous  court.  Monte- 
zuma hoped  to  derive  from  a  similar  trick  more  than 
onn  advantage. 

Tzihuacpopoca  arrived  at  the  mountain  camp  the 
morning  after  the  Spaniards  had  entered  it,  and  created 
no  Uttle  excitement  by  the  announcement  that  the 
emperor  was  present  in  person.  Preparations  were 
made  to  give  him  a  brilliant  reception.  Unfortu- 
nately for  the  envoy,  his  secret  had  too  many  keepers 
in  the  large  suite  attending  him;  there  were  also 
many  among  the  allies  who  had  been  at  Montezuma's 
court,  and  who  looked  on  this  sudden  arrival  as 
suspicious.  They  made  inquiries  and  soon  ascer- 
tained the  truth.  Gortds  received  the  great  man 
with  courtesy,  heralded  as  he  was  with  a  present  of 
three  thousand  pesos  de  oro,  but  he  resolved  to  take 
advantage  of  the  discovery  to  impress  him  with  his 
penetration.  After  a  few  moments'  conversation  he 
told  the  noble  with  a  severe  tone  that  he  was  not 
the  monarch  he  represented  himself  to  be.^  He  also 
referred  to  the  attempts  made  during  the  night  to 
surprise  the  camp,  as  indicated  by  the  dead  spies,  and 
assured  him  that  his  men  were  always  prepared  against 
plots  and  deception,  and  any  attempts  against  them 
would  lead  only  to  the  discomfiture  and  grief  of  the 
enemy.  Awed  by  the  superior  intelligence  and  power 
of  the  general,  the  envoy  thought  no  longer  of  any- 
thing else  than  to  keep  such  a  man  from  entering 

"He  appealed  to  the  Tlascalteca  by  his  side,  and  they  declared  that  they 
>Kiew  him  to  be  Tzihuacpopoca.   Torquemada,  i.  440. 
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gods  not  plaoe  within  your  house,  my  lord,  one  who 
shall  cast  you  forth  and  usurp  the  empire,"  was  the 
solemn  warning  of  Cuitiahuatzio,  as  he  heard   this 

resolution," 

The  Spaniards  had  meanwhile  descended  the  wooded 
slope  from  Quaulitechcatl  to  the  cultivated  district 
round  Amaquemecan,  a  city  which,  together  with  its 
suburban  villages  for  two  leagues  around,  numbered 
over  twenty  thousand  families.^  The  lord^  Cacamatzia 
Teotlateuchtlij  received  them  in  his  own  palace,  and 
entertained  them  most  liberally  during  theli*  two  days* 
stay,  presenting  them  gifts  of  forty  female  slaves  and 
three  thousand  castellanos  in  gold*  The  chiefs  of 
Tlalmanalco  and  other  neii2^hborinor  towns  came  to 
tender  their  respects,  and  encouraged  by  the  reports 
of  Spanish  prowess  they  hesitated  not  to  lay  bare 
their  grievances  against  the  Aztecs,  who  oppressed 
them  with  heavy  taxes,  robbed  them  of  wives  and 
daughters,  and  carried  the  men  into  slavery,  Cortes 
encouraged  the  chiefs  with  fair  promises,  and  was  not 
a  little  delighted  at  finding  disaflfection  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  empire,  whose  power  had  been  so  much 
extolled.^ 

Passing  by  way  of  Tlalmanalco  through  a  succession 
of  flourishing  maize  and  maguey  fields,  the  Spaniards 
reached  Ayotzinco,  a  town  at  the  south  end  of  Chalco 
lake.^  Here  was  seen  the  first  specimen  of  the  peculiar 

**  *  Este  p^roci^r  do  CuitlahuaCi  abraparou  muchoa  do  los  Pree^sntcB. '  ?br* 
queniatl't,  i.  444-5. 

^^  With  so  veil  towns  and  over  !2a,000  fatniliea.  Bays  Chtmalpainj  Hut. 
CoJi'/,,  MX     HciTL'ni  stotcs  tlmt  at  tiio  fcMjt  of  tho  ilcacciit  fitnn  the  nLQgo 
fclltil  trees  ol>Mtniutoil  the  roiwl,  and  appeai'oiiee.i  iudiaited  that  an  ambyah, 
hoAl  Ijeeu  m tended,   iff nr rat  doo.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  lii. 

^ Cortes,  Vtofxvt^  SO-L  Bcmal  Dia?.  plauea  tlila  occurrence  at  TlalmAnalco, 
whci'c  thu  chiefs  jointly  offer  eight  fenialo  slaveSf  two  packs  of  t^bes^  and  150 
ptH03^  WQilIi  of  t^ohl.  They  urge  Cort<-*s  to  remain  with  thein  rather  tkaa 
trust  hhiiself  witUm  ^lexico.  This  being  dcclini^^  twenty  chiefs  go  laith 
hiju  to  ixjceive  justice  fram  the  empernr  at  liia  in  tor  cession.  JJi^i.  TrWrni. ,  63. 
*  Su  iHerau  pur  evia  t;unfedonidosi/  SaJitifjttu,  iiiitL  Couq.  (tid.  1840),  74» 

^'  FoL'  map  of  route  aeo,  beside  those  contained  in  this  vohmie,  Carfyajal 
Etfylno^iii^  II i^.  J/t'jT,,  ii,  *20l,  53S,  and  Alamati^  in  PnHrotfs  HUL  Couq, 
(uJ.  Mex.  IS44),  L  ,137,  2S4.  Tho  lagtniapa  in  these  Ijook^  iUnstrato  the  later 
•lege  oiwmtions  TOUud  Mexico,  and  HOiloca  Orozco  y  Berra*fl,  in  Ciudad  Af^j^ico^ 
jVo/aiw,  233.  Prescott's  routii  inap,  in  J/<*j-.,  i*  p,  xxxtii.  ^  claims  to  be  based 
Qa  LLuniboidt^a,  with  cprrectiona  from  the  clu-onlelors. 
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aquatic  cities  of  the  lake  region.  Half  of  the  town 
stood  on  piles,  and  was  intersected  by  canals,  wherein 
the  traffic,  with  canoes,  was  far  livelier  than  in  the 
streets.  The  other  half  lay  at  the  foot  of  steep  hills, 
upon  one  of  which  the  Spaniards  were  encamped. 
Prouipted  either  by  curiosity  or  by  evil  purposes,  a 
number  of  Indians  attempted  during  the  night  to 
enter  the  Spanish  quarter,  only  to  pay  with  their  Uves 
for  the  indiscretion.^ 

In  the  morning  messengers  arrived  requesting  the 
Spaniards  to  await  the  coming  of  Cacama.  Shortly 
after  appeared  a  procession  more  brilliant  than  any 
yet  seen.  In  a  litter  profusely  ornamented  with  gold, 
silver,  and  fea'ther  ornaments,  and  even  inlaid  with 
precious  stones,  sat  the  king  of  Tezcuco,  a  young  man 
of  about  twenty-five,  carried  by  eight  powerful  caciques. 
As  he  stepped  out,  attendants  proceeded  to  sweep  the 
road,  removing  even  the  straws,  while  nobles  held 
over  his  head  a  canopy  of  green  feathers,  studded 
with  gems,  to  shield  him  from  the  sun.  With  stately 
steps  the  monarch  advanced  toward  Cortes,  saluting 
him  in  the  customary  manner.^  He  had  come,  he 
said,  with  these  nobles,  in  the  name  of  Montezuma, 
their  master,  to  serve  him,  and  to  provide  all  that  was 
needed.  He  thereupon  presented  a  rich  gift,  to  which 
Cortes  responded  with  three  fine  marcasite  stones*^ 
for  himself,  and  with  blue  glass  diamonds  for  the 
nobles.  In  order  to  sound  him,  Cacama  represented 
that  there  existed  almost  insurmountable  obstacles  to 
his  entry  into  Mexico,  among  them  the  fears  of  the 
populace,  which  had  been  aroused  by  terrible  accounts 
of  the  cruelty  of  his  followers.*^     Cort(^s  sought  to 

^  *  Mataron  dellos  hasta  veynte.*  Oomaray  Hist.  Mex. ,  98.  The  chiefs  com- 
plained in  secret  of  Montezuma.   Tapia,  /?<?/.,  in  Icazbalceta^  GoL  Doc.^  ii.  578. 

'•  By  touching  the  ground  with  the  hand  and  tlien  bearing  it  to  the  lips. 

^^  Cortes  '  le  a\6  tres  piedras,  quo  se  llaman  margaritas,  que  tienen  deutro 
de  si  muchas  pinturas  de  diuersa-s  colores. '  Be/iicU  Diaz,  HUt.  Vtr  lad. ,  G4. 
A  certain  vagueness  in  the  phrase  has  led  some  to  translate  it  as  a  present  of 
three  fine  pearls  for  Cortes. 

**  *  No  les  quedaba  sino  decir  que  me  defonderian  el  camino.*  Cort6s,  Cartis, 
81.  *  Dieron  a  entender  que  les  ofenderiil  alia,  y  aun  defenderia  el  passo  y 
entrada.'  Oomara^  I  list.  Mex,,  98. 
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eager  to  enter;  but  there  were  others  who  recalled 
the  rumors  of  its  strength,  and  of  the  terrible  plots 
which  their  timid  allies  declared  were  to  encompass 
them.  "  Being  men  and  fearing  death,  we  could  not 
avoid  thinking  of  this,"  says  Sernal  Diaz,  frankly, 
^*and  commending  ourselves  to  Grod."  And  as  he  re- 
members how  warnings  failed  to  deter  them,  the  old 
soldier  bursts  forth  in  self- admiration,  "What  men 
have  existed  in  the  world  so  daring?"® 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

MEETING  WITH  MONTEZUMA. 
NOVSHBEB,  1519. 

80MBTHINO  07  THB  Cnr— The  Spaniabds  Stabt  from  Iztapalafan— 
Reach  the  Great  Causewat — They  abe  Met  bt  many  Nobles — 
And  presently  by  Montezuma — Entry  into  Mexico— They  Asa 
Quartered  in  the  Axayagatl  Palace— Interghanob  of  Visits. 

From  Iztapalapan  the  imperial  city  of  the  great 
plateau  could  clearly  be  seen,  rising  in  unveiled  white- 
ness from  the  lake.  Almost  celestial  was  its  beauty 
in  the  eves  of  the  spoilers;  a  dream  some  called  it,  or, 
if  tangible,  only  Venice  was  like  it,  with  its  imposing 
edifices  sparkling  amid  the  sparkling  waters.  Many 
other  places  had  been  so  called,  but  there  was  no 
other  New  World  Venice  like  this. 

Sweeping  round  in  sheltering  embrace  were  the 
green  swards  and  wood -clad  knolls  on  the  shore, 
studded  with  tributary  towns  and  palatial  structures, 
crowned  with  foliage,  or  peeping  forth  from  groves, 
some  venturing  nearer  to  the  city,  and  into  the  very 
lake.  "  We  gazed  with  admiration,"  exclaims  BemaJ 
Diaz,  as  he  compares  with  the  enchanted  structures 
described  in  the  Amadis  their  grand  towers,  cues, 
and  edifices,  rising  in  the  lake,  and  all  of  masonry. 

Let  us  glance  at  the  people  and  their  dwellings; 
for  though  we  have  spoken  of  them  at  length  else- 
where, we  cannot  in  this  connection  wholly  pass 
them  by. 

Two  centuries  back,  the  Aztecs,  then  a  small  and 

cm) 


CITY  OF  MEXICO.  277 

carried  water  from  the  mountain  spring  in  that  vi- 
cinity. 

Roimd  the  southern  part  of  the  city  stretched  a 
semicircular  levee,  three  leagues  in  length  and  thirty 
feet  in  breadth,  which  had  been  constructed  in  the 
middle  of  the  preceding  century  to  protect  the  place 
from  the  torrents  which  after  heavy  rains  came  rush- 
ing from  the  fresh-water  lakes  of  Xochimilco  and 
Chalco.  This  levee  was  the  chief  resort  of  the 
people — during  the  day  for  bustling  merchants  and 
Doat  crews,  during  the  evening  for  promenaders,  who 
came  to  breathe  the  fresh  air  soft-blown  from  the 
lake,  and  to  watch  the  setting  sun  as  it  gilded  the 
summits  of  Popocatepetl  and  his  consort. 

Traffic,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  conducted  chiefly 
by  canals  guarded  by  custom-houses,  lined  with 
quays,  and  provided  in  some  places  with  docks. 
Upon  these  abutted  narrow  yet  well  lighted  cross 
streets,  connected  by  bridges,  and  leading  to  a  num- 
ber of  open  squares,  the  largest  of  which  were  the 
market-places  in  Tlatelulco  and  Mexico  proper, 
wherein  as  many  as  one  hundred  thousand  people 
are  said  to  have  found  room. 

Viewed  architecturally  and  singly,  the  buildings 
did  not  present  a  very  imposing  appearance,  the 
greater  portion  being  but  one  story  in  height.  This 
monotony,  however,  was  reUeved  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  number  of  temples  sacred  to  superior  and  local 
deities  which  were  to  be  seen  in  every  ward,  raised 
high  above  the  dwellings  of  mortals,  on  mounds 
of  varying  elevations,  and  surmounted  by  towering 
chapels.  Their  fires,  burning  in  perpetual  adoration 
of  the  gods,  presented  a  most  impressive  spectacle 
at  night.  The  grandest  and  most  conspicuous  of 
them  all  was  the  temple  of  HuitzilopochtU,  which 
stood  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  at  the  junction  of  the 
four  avenues,  so  as  to  be  ever  before  the  eyes  of 
the  faithful.  It  formed  a  solid  stone-faced  pyramid 
about  375  feet  long  and  300  feet  broad  at  the  base, 
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325  by  250  feet  at  the  summit,  and  rose  in  five  super- 
imposed, perpendicular  terraces  to  the  height  of  86 
feet.  Each  terrace  receded  six  feet  from  the  edge  of 
the  one  beneath,  and  the  stages  were  so  placed  that 
a  circuit  had  to  be  made  of  each  ledge  to  gain  the 
succeeding  flight,  an  arrangement  equally  suited  for 
showy  processions  and  for  defence.  Surrounding  the 
pyramid  was  a  battlemented  stone  wall  4800  feet 
m  circumference,  and  through  this  led  four  gates, 
surmounted  by  arsenal  buildings,  facing  the  four 
avenues.* 

The  pyramid  was  quite  modem,  and  owed  its  erec- 
tion to  Ahuitzotl,  who  for  two  years  employed  upon 
it  an  immense  force  of  men,  bringing  the  material 
from  a  distance  of  three  or  four  leagues.  It  was 
completed  in  1486,  and  consecrated  with  thousands  of 
victims.  The  rich  and  devout  brought,  while  it  was 
building,  a  mass  of  treasures,  which  were  buried  in 
the  mound  as  an  offering  to  the  gods,  and  served  sub- 
sequently as  a  powerful  incentive  for  the  removal  of 
every  vestige  of  the  structure.  The  present  cathedral 
occupies  a  portion  of  the  site." 

The  appearance  of  the  city  was  likewise  improved 
by  terraces  of  various  heights  serving  as  foundation 
for  the  dwellings  of  rich  traders,  and  of  the  nobles 
who  were  cither  commanded  to  reside  at  the  ca|jJtal 
or  attracted  by  the  presence  of  the  court.  Their 
houses  were  to  be  seen  along  the  main  thorough- 
fares^ differing  from  the  adobe,  mud^  or  rush  huts  of 
the  pooFj  in  being  constructed  of  porous  tetzontli 
stone,  finely  polished  and  whitewashed.  Every  house 
stood  by  itself,  separated  by  narrow  lanes  or  by  gar- 
dens, and  inclosing  one  or  more  courts.  Broad  steps 
led  up  the  terrace  to  two  gates,  one  opening  on  the 

*  For  a  ileaoHptioti  of  the  interior  aeo  Nafh^  /ftiCf^,  u.  532-S. 

^  lln.tiimjz;  and  CarlKijal  Espiiiaea  defijie  the  limits  pretty  clos^aly  with 
re$IK?ct  to  tUe  mtRl^^rn  outlinfl  of  the  tit}^',  IfUt.  Mr^:;,^  iL  ^^2^0^  ajid  ootes  in 
Pi*r^coU'j  Me£*  (eiL  M<tx*  1545)^  ii.  i*pp.  103;  Wt  AkiniJiii,  m  hU  Di«trt.^  iL 
202,  "246^  etc,t  eiitt^r^  at  greater  leugtli  into  tho  cliiinj^+d  which  the  sit*  has 
vnwlergone  since  I  ho  coijquust,  supportiug  liia  coucluaioiis  witli  quota  tions  from 
%\m  Lihfo  tie  Caltildtj  arm  othf^r  valuable  docmrneiitfi. 
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It  was  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  ISTovember  that 
the  Spaniards  mustered  for  the  entry  into  Mexico. 

Temixtitan,  as  the  city  is  called.  Kound  the  south-east  comer  extend  the 
palace  and  gardens  of  the  emperor,  other  palaces  being  scattered  on  the  lake, 
and  connected  with  the  suburbs  by  short  causeways.  Less  correct  in  its  relative 
position  is  the  view  presented  in  the  old  and  curious  Lihro  di  Benedetto  Bor- 
doiWt  which  has  been  reproduced  in  Montanus,  Ntcuwe  Weereld,  81,  so  famon* 
for  its  cuts,  and,  of  course,  with  considerable  elaborations  which  by  no  means 
promote  the  correctness,  however  much  the  beauty  of  aspect  is  improved. 


Very  einiilar  to  thia  is  tho  vii:w  givcu  in  aomu  t>f  Solia'  cditionsj  that  of 
Antwerp,  1704,  for  iustance,  whort.''ijL  is  alao  foiintl  n  view  of  irexico  with  its 
Burrf>iiiidiiig  towns,  as  Cuitlaliu/w?,  IztttpaJapaii,  and  others,  all  ^^upcad 
clfj«t"lv  t'Jift^thrjr  within  tin?  tii^iiu  bike!  A  native  pl-tn  of  the  capital,  snid  to 
hav*a  bcjpn  given  by  Mimtti/xxmn,  to  (^'ortc'H.  utvords  littlo  with  JSpanish  dtscrtp- 
tiotiE^  and  m  difficult  to  n  in  lei's tand  hx)m  its  pemiliftr  uutlioe,  illustrated  with 
Aztec  hiiTOglyphje^.  Ahiiimn  duubt^  i  U  oHgui  ixn*  t  eorreotneaa.  See  Prcfic^U^M 
Mr4\   {Mex*   eil    1^44^*  ii.    157.     A  good   copy  of  it  is    given  in  Cat*bttjai 

The?  view  in  Lifno  tU  Ufttffh*ftn  Bm'do^if^,  Nti  qnal  M  rfi(}iona  df  tiiiift 
V/hoh  del  f Hondo ^  Viiiegva.  1528,  73  leaves,  is  act^ompoukxl  by  an  interesting 
description  of  Lrt  tjrtut  tUtadi  T^miMMait^  remnrkablo  hntn  being  perhaps  the 
lii'at  sketch  of  any  valiio  given  in  a  coamQgmphic  work.  It  occupies  tb^ 
greater  piirt  of  folios  vi.  to  x.,  Uovote4l  to  the  Ivrrn  da  FerdhtatuJo  Corlcjic. 
Five  moro  folios  deacribo  the  Wo&t  Ladies  und  X^tiiie^titla  region,  the  only  por* 
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Not  far  from  IztapaJapan  they  came  upon  the  longest 
causeway,  two  leagues  in  extent,  which  with  the  ex- 

tions  of  America  known  to  Bordone  when  he  wrote  his  book.    It  was  com- 

fleted  in  1521,  according  to  its  pontifical  license,  although  not  issued  till 
528.  The  versatile  author,  who  figured  both  as  artist  and  professor,  died  in 
1531,  and  the  later  issues  of  the  Lioro,  henceforth  called  Jsolario,  are  by  edi- 
tors whoso  endeavor  to  keep  apace  with  the  demands  of  the  times  is  instanced 
by  the  edition  of  1537,  wherein  appears  a  letter  on  the  conquest  of  Peru.  In 
the  mappemonde  of  the  first  edition  before  me,  the  smaller  northern  part  of 
the  new  continent  is  called  terra  del  lahoratore,  while  the  southern  part  bears 
the  inscription  poneti  mddo  iiouo.  The  two  arc  separated  at  the  Isthmus,  in 
about  the  latitude  of  the  Mediterranean,  by  a  long  strait,  at  tlio  eastern 
mouth  of  which,  on  the  sectional  map  of  foUo  vi. ,  is  written,  stretto  pie  del 
mOdo  nouo.  Farther  east  lie  the  islands  Astorea^  Aamaidey  and  Brasil.  The 
numerous  sectional  wood-cut  maps  and  plans  bear  the  conventional  outline  of 
a  series  of  concave  segments,  and  of  the  ten  referring  to  different  parts  of  the 
new  world,  seven  apply  to  the  Antilles. 

The  clearest  account  of  Mexico  given  by  any  of  the  conquerors  is  to 
be  found  in  RelcUione  d^alcvne  co8e  delta  Nunua  Spagna^  t£?  dcUa  gran 
cittd  di  Temif<titan  JUIe-'iHicd,  fatta  jTcr  vn  nentiVhuomo  del  Signor  Fernando 
Cori'  «c,  wherein  tho  description  of  the  natives,  their  manners  and  customs, 
their  towns,  tho  resources  of  the  country,  and  above  all,  the  capital 
city,  is  to  be  found  in  concise  form,  arranged  in  paragraphs  with  appro- 
priate headings,  and  illustrated  by  a  cut  of  the  great  temple,  which 
appears  far  more  correct  than  those  given  by  most  subsequent  writers.  A 
view  of  the  capital  is  also  appended,  showing  the  surrounding  country, 
and  according  very  nearly  with  those  of  the  l^uremburg  type,  except  in 
the  faulty  relative  position  to  the  neighborhood.  Nothing  is  known  ot  the 
author,  who  is  generally  referred  to  as  tho  Anonymous  Conqueror,  but  the 
opinion  has  been  hazarded  that  ho  was  Francisco  do  Tcrrazas,  mayordomo 
of  Cortes.  His  account  was  evidently  written  in  Spanish,  but  did  not  see 
the  light  till  Kamusio  issued  it  in  Italian  under  tho  above  title.  It  forms 
one  of  the  most  valuable  docimients  for  the  history  of  Mexico  to  be  found  in 
this  prized  collection  of  voyages  and  travels,  the  first  large  work  of  its  class. 
No  branch  of  literature  obtained  a  greater  stimulus  from  tho  discovery  of 
Columbus.  He  it  was  who  broke  tho  barrier  which  had  confined  tho  ardor 
of  voyagers,  and  who  led  the  revival  of  maritime  enterprise,  creating  a 
curiosity  among  tho  stayers-at-homo  that  could  be  satiated  only  with  re- 
peated editions  of  narratives  relating  to  expeditions  and  conquests.  The 
number  of  these  narratives  became,  within  a  few  years,  so  largo  as  to  require 
their  grouping  into  special  collections  for  the  sake  of  cheapness  and  conven- 
ience. The  earliest  is  probably  the  Pom  Nouamente,  retrouati^  Et  Nouo  Mondo 
da  Alberico  veaputio;  By  Fracanzo  or  Fracanzano  da  Montalboddo,  Vicenza, 
1507,  mentioned  by  Tirahoschi^  Storia  delta  llteratiira  italiaua.  This  was  re- 
produced in  1508  by  Madrignani,  at  Milan.  According  to  Panzer,  Ruchamer 
issued  the  same  year  a  somewhat  fuller  collection  at  Nuremberg,  under 
the  title  of  Newe  Untifhanthe  laudte  Und  cine  Kewe  wtldte^  with  eight  pieces, 
among  them  the  voyages  of  Columbus,  Ojeda,  Pinzon,  and  Vespucci.  A  Rimili^r 
work  was  issued  by  the  Italian  Angiolclo,  in  1519. 

The  best  known  of  these  early  collections,  and  by  many  regarded  as  the  first 
issued  in  German,  is  the  Novra  Orbis  liegiouvm  aclnsolai'vm  Vetrribva  fncogni- 
tarvm;  Baailece  ajnvl  lo  llervngwrn^  M^nse  Marlio^  anno  m.d.xxxii.,  4to,  584 
pages,  beside  unnumbered  leaves.  *  La  plus  ancienno  do  ces  (Latin )  collections, ' 
says  Boucher,  Dibt.  Un'iv.^  i.  55.  Although  prepared  by  John  Huttich,  the 
canon  of  Strasbourg,  it  is  better  known  under  tho  name  of  Simon  Grynaeus,  who 
wrote  the  introductory  and  revised  it  at  the  request  of  Ilervagius,  the  pub- 
lisher, a  well  known  bookman,  greatly  esteemed  by  Erasmus.  Mcuscl,  UibL 
Jliat.,  iii.  pt.  i.  221,  gives  it  with  punctilious  fairness  the  title  of  C'ollectio 
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line  northward  to  the  heart  of  the  city.^  They  passed 
several  towns,  some  on  the  shore,  others  touching  the 
causeway,®  and  supported  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
manufacture  of  salt  from  the  lake  water.  The  cause- 
way had  been  reserved  for  the  passage  of  the  troops, 
out  of  deference  to  the  desire  manifested  to  keep  the 
natives  at  a  respectful  distance,®  but  both  sides  were 
lined  with  canoes  bearing  an  eager  crowd  of  sight- 
seers. About  half  a  league  from  the  city  the  cause- 
way formed  a  junction  with  the  road  from  Xochimilco 
and  Coyohuacan,  at  a  spot  called  Acachinanco,^°  where 
a  stout  battlemented  wall,  fully  ten  feet  in  height,  and 
surmounted  by  two  towers,  guarded  the  two  gates  for 
entry  and  exit. 

Entering  here  the  Spaniards  were  met  by  a  pro- 
cession of  over  one  thousand  representative  people 
from  the  capital,^^  richly  arrayed  in  embroidered 
robes,  and  with  jewelry  of  pendent  stones  and  gold. 

The  third  volume  is  entirely  devoted  to  America,  and  contains  all  the  most 
valoable  documents  known  up  to  the  timo  of  its  first  issue,  such  as  the  rela- 
tions of  Martyr,  Ovledo,  Cortes,  and  his  contemporaries  in  Mexico,  Pizarro, 
Verazzano,  Carthier,  the  Rdation  di  Nviino  di  Gcainan,  in  several  parts,  and 
the  valuable  lldatlone.  per  vn  ffcntWhtiomo  dd  Slgnor  F<rnando  Corfe^e.  The 
volume  begins  with  a  learned  discourse  by  llamusio  on  ancient  knowledge  of 
a  land  to  tlio  west,  and  of  causes  leading  to  the  discovery.  At  the  end  of  the 
1565  edition  is  a  map  of  America,  showing  Lower  California  as  a  wide  penin- 
sula, and  Teri'a  dH  Fucfjo  joined  to  the  land  of  the  Circoh  Antartko.  The 
comparative  crudeness  of  the  wood-cuts  and  maps  has  not  made  the  work 
much  esteemed  by  collectors,  but  its  value  even  now,  for  reference,  is  unques- 
tioned. The  set  was  dedicated  to  Hieronimo  Fracastoro,  the  great  poet  and 
physician,  bom  mouthless,  yet  so  eloquent.  Scaliger,  Arce  FraccudorccE.  At 
the  end  of  the  Discorso  sopra  Perr,*iii.  371,  Ramusio  says:  *Et  ouesta  nar- 
ratione  eon  breuiUi  habbiamo  voluto  discorrero  per  satisfattione  de  i  Icttori, 
laquale  piu  distintamente  legeranno  nel  quarto  volume.  *  According  to  Fonta- 
nini,  BUjI.,  274,  the  material  for  this  volume  lay  prepared  in  manuscript,  only 
to  perish  in  the  disastrous  fire  of  November,  1557. 

^  It  is  still  one  of  the  main  roads,  known  under  Spanish  dominion  as 
Calzada  de  Iztapalapan,  now  as  S.  Antonio  Abad. 

8Cort<53  names  the  well  built  Mexicaltzinco,  Niciaca,  and  Huchilohuchico 
(now  Churubusco),  to  which  he  gives  respectively  3000,  GOOO,  and  4000  to  5000 
families.  Cartas^  8.3-4.  Gomara,  Nist.  Mfx.j  90,  names  Coioacan  instead  of 
Kiciaca,  and  this  change  is  generally  accepted,  for  the  latter  name  is  probably 
a  mistake  by  the  copyist  or  printer.  Peter  Martyr ,  dec.  v.  cap.  iii. 

*  *  Mand6  que  vn  Indio  en  lengua  Mexicana,  fuesse  pregonando  que  nadie 
se  ntmuessasse  por  el  camino,  sine  queria  ser  luego  muerto.*  Jlerrera,  dec.  iL 
lib.  vii.  cap.  v. 

'"  Also  referred  to  as  Fort  Xoloc.  *  En  donde  hoy  la  garita  de  San  Antonio 
AIhuI,"  says  Ramirez,  in  Prescotl  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  ii.  104. 

' '  Herrera,  who  is  usually  moderate,  swells  the  figure  to  4000. 
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These  passed  before  the  visitors  in  a  file,  touching  the 
ground  with  their  hand  and  carrying  it  to  the  up  in 
token  of  reverence.  This  ceremony  occupied  an  hour, 
after  which  the  march  was  resumed.  At.  the  junc- 
tion of  the  causeway  with  the  main  avenue  of  the 
city  was  a  wooden  bridge  ten  paces  wide,  easily  re- 
movable, inside  of  which  Cortes  halted  to  await  the 
emperor,  then  approaching."  On  either  side  of  the 
street,  closely  along  by  the  houses,  came  processions 
of  nobles,  headed  by  lords  and  court  dignitaries,  all 
of  whom  marched  with  bare  feet  and  bowed  heads. 
This  humility  was  owing  to  the  presence  of  the 
emperor,  who  in  almost  solitary  grandeur  kept  the 
centre  of  the  road,  borne  in  a  richly  adorned  litter 
on  the  shoulders  of  his  favorite  courtiers,  and  fol- 
lowed by  a  few  princes  and  leading  officials.^'  Three 
dignitaries  preceded  him,  one  of  whom  bore  aloft 
three  wands,  signifying  the  approach  of  the  imperial 
head  of  the  tripartite  alliance,  so  that  all  persons  in 
sight  might  lower  their  heads  in  humble  reverence 
till  he  had  passed. 

On  nearing  the  Spaniards  Montezuma  stepped  from 
the  litter,  supported  on  either  side  by  King  Cacama 
and  Cuitlahuatzin,  his  nephew  and  brother,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  king  of  Tlacopan  and  other  princes. 
Four  prominent  caciques  held  over  his  head  a  canopy 
profusely  covered  with  green  feathers  set  with  gold 
and  silver,  and  precious  stOnes,  both  fixed  and  pen- 
dent, and  before  them  attendants  swept  the  road  and 
spread  carpets,  so  that  the  imperial  feet  might  not  be 

*'  The  avenue  is  now  called  el  Rastro.  The  suburb  here  bore  the  name  of 
Huitzitlan.  *Vitzillan  quo  es  cabe  el  hospital  de  la  Ck)ncepcion.'  SaJia/ptn, 
IJist.  Conq.,23.  At  Tocititlan,  says  Duran,  Hist,  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  439.  *  Junto 
do  la  Ilcrmita  de  San  Anton.  *  Torquemaday  i.  450.  *  Segun  una  antigua  tradi- 
cion  conservada  en  cl  hospital  de  Joans,  el  pimto  en  quo  Ic  encontr6  tin*  frento 
d  (iste,  y  ix>T  recuerdo  del  suc^k^sc  hizo  lafunilAoiou  en  aqncl  parage/  A  lamait, 
DharL,  i.  103;  and  lifimirtz,  noto  in  PrfStuU  {ed.  Mcx.  1S4^?),  ii.  103,  The 
previous  an  tb  on  ties  indicate,  howaver^  that  the  meetiag  took  place  Carthior 
from  the  cctitrc  of  the  city, 

'^  Chimfllpaui  mentions  among  others  Tetleponnuezatlj  ting  of  Tlacopan, 
Yzquauhtdn  Tlacochcalcatl,  lord  or  lieutenant  of  Tlatelulco,  raptiiin*gcncral 
Atlixcatzin,  son  of  Ahnitzail^  and  Topehuatziii ,  son  of  Titotzin.  HUL  (J-jnfj.j 
125.     Sahfl^n  differs  slightly  in  tho  lunntiia.  IJisi.  Conq.^  tM-.j. 
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soiled.  The  monarch  and  his  supporters  were  simi- 
larly dressed,  in  blue  tilmatlis  which,  bordered  with 
gold  and  richly  embroidered  and  bejewelled,  hung  in 
loose  folds  from  the  neck,  where  they  were  secured 
by  a  knot.  On  their  heads  were  mitred  crowns  of 
gold  with  quetzal  plumes,  and  sandals  with  golden 
soles  adorned  their  feet,  fastenings  embossed  with 
•  gold  and  precious  stones." 

Montezuma  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  good 
stature,  with  a  thin  though  well-proportioned  body, 
somewhat  fairer  than  the  average  hue  of  his  dusky 
race.  The  rather  long  face,  with  its  fine  eyes,  bore 
an  expression  of  majestic  gravity,  tinged  with  a 
certain  benignity  which  at  times  deepened  into  ten- 
derness. Roimd  it  fell  the  hair  in  a  straight  fringe 
covering  the  ears,  and  met  by  a  sUght  growth  of 
black  beard.^ 

With  a  step  full  of  dignity  he  advanced  toward 
Cortes,  who  had  dismounted  to  meet  him.  As  they 
saluted,^^  Montezuma  tendered  a  bouquet  which  he 
had  brought  in  token  of  welcome,  while  the  Span- 
iard took  from  his  own  person  and  placed  round  the 
neck  of  the  emperor  a  showy  necklace  of  glass,  in 

"  For  dress,  see  NaHvt  Eoees,  ii.  178  et  seq.  CorWs  gives  sandals  only  to 
Monteznina,  but  it  appears  that  persons  of  royal  blood  were  allowed  to  retain 
them  before  the  emperor,  as  IxtUCcochitl  also  aifirms.  Hist.  Chich, ,  295 ;  Oviedo, 
uL  500;  Purchas,  His  Pilgrimes,  iv,  1121. 

"  * Cenzefio yd rostro alffo  largo,  6 alegre. *  Bemtd  Diaz, Hv4.  Verdad. , 

67.  *Motec9uma  qniere  dezir  nObre  safindo  y  graue.*  Oomarti,  Hist,  Afex., 
103;  AcostOy  Hist,  Ind,,  502-3.  It  is  from  this,  probably,  that  so  many  de- 
scribe him  as  serious  in  expression.  A  number  of  portraits  have  been  given 
of  the  monarch,  differing  greatJy  from  one  another.  The  best  known  is  rres- 
cott*s,  taken  from  the  painting  for  a  lone  time  owned  by  the  Condes  de  Mira- 
valle,  the  descendants  of  Montezuma;  but  this  lacks  the  Indian  tyi)e,  and 
partakes  too  much  of  the  ideal.  Gl&viffero*s,  Storia  Mess,,  iii.  8,  appears 
more  like  him,  though  it  is  too  small  and  too  roughly  sketched  to  convey  a 
clear  outline.  Far  better  is  the  half -size  representation  prefixed  to  lAiuiti, 
CostumeSy  which  indeed  corresponds  very  well  with  the  text  description.  The 
lace  in  Armin,  AUe  Mex.,  104,  indicates  a  coarse  Aztec  warrior,  and  that  in 
MontdwtSy  Nieuwe  WeerM,  244-^,  an  African  prince,  while  the  native  picture, 
as  given  in  Carbajat  EspinosOy  Hist,  Mex,,  ii.  0,  is  purely  conventional.  The 
text  description,  based  chiefly  on  Bemal  Diaz,  is  not  inappropriate  to  the 
weak,  vacillating  character  of  the  monarch.  Clavigero  makes  him  nearly  54 
years  old,  and  Brasseur  de  Bonrbouig  51 ;  but  40,  as  Bemal  Diaz  calls  him, 
appears  to  be  more  oorreot. 

!•  *£lloB  y  ^1  fideron  asimismo  oeremonia  de  besar  la  tierra.'  CortSs, 
CartaSy  85. 
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form  of  pearls,  diamonds,  and  iridescent  balls,  strung 
upon  gold  cords  and  scented  with  musk."  With  these 
baubles,  which  were  as  false  as  the  assurances  of 
friendship  accompanying  them,  the  great  monarch 
deigned  to  be  pleased,  for  if  every  piece  of  glass  had 
been  a  diamond  they  would  have  possessed  no  greater 
value  in  his  eyes.     As  a  further  expression  of  his 

food-will,  Cortes  offered  to  embrace  the  monarch, 
ut  was  restrained  by  the  two  princes,  who  regarded 
this  as  too  great  a  familiarity  with  so  sacred  a  person.^ 
The  highest  representative  of  western  power  and 
OTandeur,  whose  fame  had  rung  in  the  ears  of  the 
Spaniards  since  they  landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  thus  met 
the  daring  adventurer  who  with  his  military  skill  and 
artful  speech  had  arrogated  to  himself  the  position 
of  a  demi-god. 

After  an  interchange  of  friendly  assurances  the 
emperor  returned  to  the  city,  leaving  Cuitlahuatzin  to 
escort  the  general."  The  procession  of  nobles  now 
filed  by  to  tender  their  respects,  whereupon  the  march 


^^  'De  margaritaB  y  diomantes  de  Tidrio.'  Id,  'Qne  ae  dizen  margagitas.' 
BemalDiaz,  liist,  Verdad.,  65. 

'^Solis  assumes  that  Cort^  was  repelled  when  he  sought  to  place  the 
necklace  on  Montezuma.    The  latter  chides  the  jealous  princes,  and  permits 

him.  lUsU  Mex, ,  i.  370.    *  Pareoeme  que  cl  Cort^ le  daua  la  mano  derecha, 

y  el  Moi^fcc^ixma  no  lai]Uiao,  h  bq  It.  ttiA  a  Ccn  ti-s/  Ih^rnal  D'ttiZt  Ifl<L  Vrrdad.f 
63.  This  phraa<5,  whieb  applies  ctjually  io  offer iug  t lis  right  hund,  has  Iwon 
BO  unclerstotHl  by  those  who  notice  it;  but  iis  tbifl  \v'ould  bo  confusing,  Vctan- 
curt,  for  inatancej  assumos  inipmbflbly  that  Marina  oflers  Jier  richt  Ixtuid  to 
JJontczTifiia^  whidi  lie  diaregard^,  giving  his  instead  to  Cort<5fl.  Teairo  Mex,, 
pt.  liL  12D. 

'^  Cf>rt^6^  Oartwit,  SS,  Ixttilxochitl  has  it  that  Cacama  was  left  with  Mm; 
and  Bertial  Diaz,  tbat  tljo  lord  of  Coyulmacan  alao  remained.  Accoriling  to 
Cortt^a,  Montezuma  accompanied  him  all  the  way  to  the  <]imrt€rB  in  the  city, 
keeping  a  few  et^ps  beforo.  Gomara  and  Herr^ra  follow  thia  version.  But 
Bcmal  Dia^  states  explicitly  that  he  left  the  Spnni^irds  to  follow,  allowing 
the  people  an  opportunity  to  gazej  and  IxtlOxodhitl  aasumca  that  ho  ^oea 
in  onItT  to  bo  ready  to  receive  him  Rt  tho  qtiarters,  HisL  Chick.  ^  205.  It  i« 
not  prol table  tbiit  Montezuma  would  ejtpose  himself  to  the  inconyenienco  ot 
■w'alktng  BO  far  back,  smce  this  involved  tronbtesgnie  ceremonies,  aa  wo  have 
seen,  not  unly  to  InmseJf  but  to  the  procession,  mid  interfered  ^-itli  the  people 
who  hail  come  forth  to  gaz^.  Tiie  native  records  state  tbat  Montoxoma  al 
once  fiiirrendered  to  Cortija  the  tUmno  aod  city.  'Y  so  fueron  ©mbos  jun- 
tos 11  la  par  j^ara  Im  caaaa  rcales.'  Sahatpm^  /fiat.'Conq,^  23-4.  Leading  Corl^ 
into  the  Toil  hermitage,  at  the  place  of  meeting,  he  made  tho  nobles  bring 
p rebuts  and  tender  allegiance,  while  he  accepted  alao  the  faith,  Ditran,  Hist 
/tttL^US.,  ii.  440-1, 


faixxwx    xx^xvr  inrjAiv/Vf. 


was  resumed  to  the  sound  of  drums  and  wind  in- 
struments. At  the  head  were  scouts  on  horseback, 
followed  by  the  cavalry,  under  Cortes,  who  had  by  his 
side  two  large  greyhounds;  then  came  the  infantry, 
with  the  artillery  and  baggage  in  the  centre;  and  last, 
the  allies.**  The  streets,  which  had  been  deserted  by 
the  people  out  of  deference  to  the  emperor  and  to  the 
requirements  of  his  procession,  were  now  alive  with 
lookers-on,  particularly  in  the  entrances  to  the  alleys, 
in  the  windows,  and  on  the  roofs.^ 

At  the  plaza,  wherein  rose  the  great  pyramidal 
temple  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  palatial  edifices, 
the  procession  turned  to  the  right,  and  Cortds  was  led 
up  the  steps  of  an  extensive  range  of  buildings,  known 
as  the  Axayacatl  palace,  which  faced  the  eastern  side 
of  the  temple  inclosure."  Here  Montezuma  appeared, 
and.  through  a  court-yard  shaded  by  colored  awnings 

^  About  6000  in  aH  'Noeotroe  aon  no  Uegauamos  &  450  Boldados. '  BemcU 
DiaZf  Hist.  Verdad.,  65.     Prescott  places  the  number  at  about  350. 

<i  Accordinff  to  Sahagun  not  a  soul  was  to  be  seen,  either  upon  the  cause- 
way  or  along  the  streets,  the  people  havins  taken  this  manner  to  express  their 
indignation  at  the  semi-forcible  entry  of  uie  Spaniards.  Montezuma  came  to 
receive  them  purely  out  of  a  feeling  of  humanity.  Startled  at  this  solitude, 
Gort^  fears  dangers,  and  vows,  if  all  goes  well,  to  build  a  church.  This  was 
the  origin,  says  Bustamante,  of  the  Hospital  de  Jesus.  Sahagun,  HuU.  Conq. 
(ed.  Mex.  1840),  79-84.  See  note  12,  this  chapter.  Brasseur  de  Bourboui^ 
aocepts  this  view.  Hist,  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  212-13.  Still  Sahagun  describes  the 
Interview  with  Cortds  aa  most  cordial.  He  is  in  fact  contradictory,  and  it  is 
evident  that  the  order  issued  to  the  people  to  keep  the  narrow  causeway 
clear,  and  the  etiquette  which  required  them  to  give  way  to  the  emperor, 
have  been  hastily  interpreted  by  the  chronicler  into  'deserted  streets'  aud 
'  popular  indiniation.'  Had  the  citizens  objected  to  receive  the  strangers,  tibe 
brieves  could  nave  been  raised  against  them. 

s^<  An  coin  de  la  rue  del  Indio  triste  et  de  celle  de  Tacuba,'  says  Humboldt, 
VueSf  i.  58,  prudently,  without  attempting  to  give  its  extent.  Ramirez  and 
Garbajal  do  so,  however,  and  in  allowing  it  about  the  samo  length  as  the 
temple  inclosure,  they  place  it  right  across  the  eastern  avenue  of  the  city, 
which  like  the  otiier  three  is  admitted  to  have  terminated  at  one  of  the  temple 

Stes.  Carbajal  Espinosa,  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  222;  Bamirt^,  notes  in  PrescoWs 
ex.  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  ii.  app.  103.     *Donde  hoy  las  Casas  de  el  Marques  del 
Valle,*  says  Lorenzana,  in  Cortis,  Hist.  K.  Esp,,  86,  a  statement  disputed  by 


tenia  el  gran  Moute^uma  sus  grandes  adoratorios  de  idolos nos  lleuaron  & 

apoeentar  6.  aquella  casa  por  causa,  que  como  nos  llamau&  Teules,  6  por  tales 
DOS  tenian,  que  estuuiessemos  entre  sus  idolos.'  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Veniad,, 
66.  The  idea  of  being  regarded  as  a  god  seems  to  have  pleased  the  old  soldier 
imj  Densely. 
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and  cooled  by  a  playing  fountain  he  conducted 
him  by  the  hand  into  a  large  hall.  An  attendant 
came  forward  with  a  basket  of  flowers,  wherein  la}^ 
"  two  necklaces  made  of  the  shell  of  a  species  of  red 
crawfish,"  so  they  said,  and  '*much  esteemed  by  the 
natives,  from  each  of  which  hung  eight  crawfish  of 
gold,  wrought  with  great  perfection,  and  nearly  as 
large  as  the  span  of  a  hand."^  These  the  emperor 
placed  round  the  neck  of  the  general,  and  presented 
at  the  same  time  wreaths  to  his  oflBcers.  Seating  him 
upon  a  gilt  and  bejewelled  dais,^  he  announced  that 
everything  there  was  at  his  disposal;  every  want 
would  be  attended  to.  Then  with  delicate  courtesy 
he  retired,  so  that  the  Spaniards  might  refresh  them- 
selves and  arrange  their  quarters. 

The  building  contained  several  courts,  surrounded  by 
apartments,  matted  and  furnished  with  low  tables  and 
icpalli  stools.  Everything  about  the  place  was  neat 
and  of  a  dazzling  whiteness,  relieved  by  green  branches 
and  festoons.  The  finer  rooms  were  provided  with 
cotton  tapestry,  and  adorned  with  figures  in  stucco 
and  color,  and  with  feather  and  other  ornaments  set 
with  gold  and  silver  fastenings.  Here  and  there  were 
vases  with  smouldering  incense  diffusing  sweet  per- 
fume. So  large  was  the  place  that  even  the  allies 
found  room.  The  halk  for  the  Boldicrf^ij  aix-umiiiu- 
dating  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  were  provided 
with  superior  beds  of  mats,  with  cotton  cushions  and 
coverlets,  and  even  with  canopies,  Corttis  was  glad 
to  find  the  building  protected  by  strong  walls  and 
turrets,  and  after  arranging  the  men  according  to 
their  corps,  he  ordered  the  guns  to  be  planted  and 
the  sentinels  posted,  issuing  also  instructions  for  the 
considerate  treatment  of  the  natives,  and  for  inter- 

^  They  doubtless  formed  a  double  neckliwti,  wiih  golfi  sotting  and  pen- 
dim  t«.  CortL'S  writes  that  on  the  wo-y  to  the  pulaee  Moat^zutna  halted  to  ptaioe 
Ibeui  round  his  nock.  CaTta^\  S3;  Oomara,  NiM.  Mex\t  100-1;  ySahajftfit  I/iM^ 
Conq.,  23. 

^'^  A  throne  of  gold/  k  Peter  Mortyr^B  briefer  yet  gnmder  term.  Jcc  v. 
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Being  asked  what  relationship  the  men  bore  to 
one  another,  Cortds  said  that  all  were  brothers, 
friends,  and  companions,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
servants.  ^^ 

Montezuma  afterward  elicited  from  the  interpreters 
who  the  oflBcers  and  gentlemen  were,  and  in  conferring 
favors  he  sent  them  more  valuable  presents  through 
the  mayordomo,  while  the  rest  obtained  inferior  gifts 
by  the  hand  of  servants.*'  At  his  departure  from  the 
Spanish  quarter  the  soldiers  with  redoubled  alacrity 
fell  into  line  to  salute  a  prince  who  had  impressed 
them  both  with  his  gentle  breeding  and  his  gener- 
osity, and  the  artillery  thundered  forth  a  salvo,  partly 
to  demonstrate  that  the  caged  lightning  was  a  fearful 
reality.^ 

The  following  forenoon  Cortes  sent  to  announce 
that  he  would  make  a  return  visit,  and  several  officers 
came  to  escort  him.  Arrayed  in  liis  finest  attire,  with 
Alvarado,  Velazquez  de  Leon,  Ordaz,  Sandoval,  and 
five  soldiers,  he  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Monte- 
zuma, in  the  new  palace  as  it  has  been  called,  situated 
in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  great  temple  plaza.  ^ 
If  they  had  admired  the  palace  forming  their  own 

Hist.  Mex.,  101-2;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  iii.;  Duran,  Hist,  Ind.,  MS.» 
ii.  441-2;  Uerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  vi.;  Torqueriiada,  i.  452-3;  IxtlibcochitU 
Hist.  CAtc^.,  296;  Peralta,  Not.  Hist.,  107-8.  Acosta  implies  that  Cortes  now 
reconciled  the  Tlascaltecs  with  the  Aztecs.  Hist.  Ind.y  621. 

'^  *  Eramos  hermanos  en  el  amor,  y  amistad,  6  personas  mui  principales/  is 
the  way  Beinal  Diaz  expresses  it.   Hist.  Verdad.,  «6. 

'*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex. ,  1 02-3.  *  Los  ha^ia  proveer  luego,  assi  de  mugeres  de 
8ervi9io,  como  de  cama,  ^  les  daba  d  cada  uno  xma  joya  que  pessaba  hasta  diez 
pessos  de  oro.'  Oviedo,  iii.  500-1. 

•^  Vetancm-ty  Teatro  Mex. ,  pt.  iii.  129.  Sahagon,  followed  by  Acosta,  Brasseur 
de  Bourbourg,  and  others,  states  that  the  artillery  was  discharged  at  night  to 
startle  the  natives.  Hist.  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  85. 

'*  It  is  so  depicted  in  the  old  Nuremberg  view  of  the  city,  already  referred 
to.  Ramirez,  Carbajal  Espinosa,  and  Alaman  give  the  extent,  and  the  latter 
enters  into  quite  a  lengthy  account  of  its  situation  with  respect  to  present 
and  former  outlines  of  the  quarter.  Disert. ,  ii.  202,  etc. ;  Carbajal  Espinosa, 
Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  221-2;  Ramirez,  notes  in  Prescott's  Mex.  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  ii. 
app.  103.  Humboldt  places  it  opposite  the  southern  half  of  the  western 
temple  side,  Essai  Pol.,  i.  190,  but  that  site  is  assigned  by  all  the  above 
historians  to  the  old  palace  of  Montezuma,  so  called — not  the  Axayacatl 
where  Cortes  was  quartered.  The  mistake  is  probably  owing  to  his  igno- 
rance of  the  fact  that  the  residence  of  the  Cortes  family  stood  first  on  the 
site  of  the  new  palace  of  Montezuma,  whence  it  was  moved  to  that  of  the  old 
palace  when  the  government  bought  the  former. 
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CoBTfe  Inspects  the  City — ^Visits  the  Temple  with  Montezuma — ^Dis- 

COVEBY  OF  BOKIED  TREASURE — PrETEXDED  EVIDENCES  OP  TREACHERY — 

CoRTis  Plans  a  Dark  Deed — Preparations  for  the  Seizure  or 
Montezuma — With  a  Few  Men  Cortes  Enters  the  Audience-Cham- 
ber OF  THE  Kino — Persuasive  Discourse — With  Gentle  Fobcs 
Montezuma  is  Induced  to  Enter  the  Lion's  Den. 

Cortes  failed  not  to  make  diligent  inquiries  and 
examinations  into  the  approaches,  strength,  and  to- 
pography of  the  city,  but  he  longed  for  a  view  from 
one  of  the  great  temples  which,  rising  high  above  all 
other  edifices,  would  enable  him  to  verify  his  ob- 
servations. He  also  desired  to  obtain  a  closer  insight 
into  the  resources  of  the  place.  With  these  objects 
he  sent  to  Montezuma  for  permission  to  make  a  tour 
through  the  town  to  the  Tlatelulco  market  and  tem- 
ple,^ This  was  granted;  and  attended  by  the  cavalry 
and  most  of  the  soldierSj  all  fully  armed,  Cortes  set 
out  for  that  suburb^  guided  by  a  number  of  caciques. 
It  was  here  that  the  largest  market-place  in  the  city 
was  situated.^ 

1  They  had  now  been  fotir  dnya  ia  Mojtlco,  without  going  farther  than  the 
pftlaGc,  says  Beranl  Dia^  A  page  nimied  Ort^guilla,  who  had  already  accjuLred 
a,  Bnuittering  of  AztcCj  waa  aent  with  the  intcrpretera  to  a^k  thk  favor.  JJiaL 
Verdad.,  GD. 

^  Soldiera  who  had  been  in  Rome  and  Constantinople  declnred  that  never 
Uad  they  seen  bo  hrge  arid  ordej'Iy  &  market^  with  so  large  aa  attondatice, 
Eemal  Dias;  itidicatea  the  Rtte  of  the  plaza  to  have  been  where  the  church  or 
Santiago  de  Tiateluleo  was  erectod^  and  this  etill  t-cniaina  under  th<i  oame 
luune,  over  a  mile  north -west- by-north  of  tho  central  plaza  of  Mexico,  Ni^. 
Verdad.j  70-1,  Tlifl  old  maps  of  Mexico  already  spokea  of  give  the  jsamo 
eite,  and  Alaman  a  iuvestigations  point  out  correctly  the  street  which  led  and 
leadB  to  itf  although  he  hojA  failea  to  nntiee  the  above  anthoriticsj  which  give 
the  very  site.  Divert.  ^  ii,  282^5» 
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towns  which  they  had  passed,  and  saw  the  cause- 
ways which  on  three  sides  connected  with  the  main- 
land. Beneath  them  lay  a  vast  expanse  of  terraced 
roofs,  intersected  by  streets  and  canals  teeming  with 
passengers  and  canoes.  Here  and  there  rose  palatial 
edifices  and  towering  temples,  interspersed  with  open 
squares,  and  with  gardens  shaded  by  trees  and  relieved 
by  the  silvery  jets  of  the  fountain.  At  their  feet  lay 
the  market  through  which  they  had  just  passed,  alive 
with  busy  Lilliputians,  whose  talk  and  cries  reached 
their  ears  in  a  confused  murmur.  Cortes  could  not 
fail  to  be  impressed  by  scenes  so  varied  and  so  at- 
tractive, but  the  aesthetic  aspect  was  in  him  speedily 
overshadowed  by  the  practical  sense  of  the  military 
leader.  Then  rose  on  high  his  soul  as  he  thought  to 
secure  for  Spain  so  rich  an  inheritance  as  the  great 
city  with  its  vast  population,  and  turning  to  Father 
Olmedo  he  suggested  that  the  site  ought  to  be  ob- 
tained for  a  church;  but  the  prudent  friar  remon- 
strated that  the  emperor  appeared  to  be  in  no  mood 
to  listen  to  such  a  proposal. 

Cortds  accordingly  contented  himself  with  asking  to 
see  the  idols,  and  after  consulting  the  priests  Monte- 
zuma led  them  past  the  piscina  with  the  vestal  fire 
into  the  chapel.  Withdrawing  a  tasselled  curtain  he 
displayed  the  images,  glittering  with  ornaments  of 
gold  and  precious  stones,  which  at  first  drew  the  at- 
tention of  the  beholders  from  the  hideous  form  and 
features.  Before  them  stood  the  stone  of  sacrifice, 
still  reeking  with  gore,  and  around  lay  the  instru- 
ments for  securing  the  human  victim  and  for  tearing 
open  the  breast.  On  one  altar  could  be  seen  three 
hearts,  and  on  the  other  five,  offered  to  the  idols, 
and  even  now  warm  and  palpitating  with  life.  The 
interior  walls  were  so  smeared  with  human  blood  as 
to  obscure  their  original  color,  and  to  emit  a  fetid 
odor  which  made  the  Spaniards  glad  to  reach  the 
open  air  again. 

Forgetting  his  prudence,  Cort<53  expressed  his  won- 
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quently  tried  by  the  conquerors  in  the  Antilles,  and 
the  opportune  seizure  of  the  Cempoalan  lord  had  not 
been  forgotten ;  but  this  had  been  effected  under  the 
impulse  of  the  moment,  while  the  chieftain  was  sur- 
rounded by  Spaniards.  Here  was  required  not  only 
a  calm  resolution,  unflinching  to  the  end,  but  a  well 
laid  stratagem.    Cortes  stood  prepared  with  both. 

Producing  the  letter  from  Villa  Rica,  which  had 
been  kept  secret  all  this  time,  he  gave  an  account  of 
the  unfortunate  successes  at  Almeria,  describing  in 
exaggerated  terms  the  treachery  of  Quauhpopoca, 
and  consequently  of  Montezuma  as  his  master,  and 
stirring  the  feelings  of  the  council  by  an  appeal  to 
avenge  their  comrades.  ^^  Here  was  a  pretence"  which 
served  also  to  set  aside  the  suggestion  that  the  em- 
peror would  be  only  too  glad  to  let  them  depart  in 
peace,  for  it  was  argued  that  a  retreat  now,  since  the 
Spaniards  stood  revealed  as  mortals,  would  draw  upon 
them  not  only  the  contempt  of  allies  and  countrymen, 
but  a  general  uprising,  with  the  most  fatal  results. 
Retreat  meant  also  the  surrender  of  all  hopes  of 
wealth,  preferment,  and  honor,  to  be  followed  by 
punishment  and  disgrace  for  their  irregular  proceed- 
ings so  far.  With  Montezuma  in  their  power,  they 
possessed  a  hostage  whose  sacredness  in  the  eyes  of 
his  subjects  insured  their  safety,  and  made  the  people 
pliable  to  their  will,  while  disaifoctcd  vassals  could  bo 
secured  by  alliances,  or  by  the  promise  of  reforms. 
Should  the  seizure  result  in  the  monarch's  death, 
the  succession  would  doubtless  become  the  cause  of 
division  and  dissension,  in  the  midst  of  which  the 
Spaniards  might  influence  affairs  in  their  own  in- 
terest. Thus  were  answered  the  various  objections 
raised- 

^^  Bf^mal  Diaz,  Hist,  Vm'dad. ,  73t  followed  hy  a  nnmber  of  other  writenv 
states  that  the  letter  waa  rcceivetl  at  Mexico  tbo  moming  after  thia  mceticg, 
but  it  has  beea  aho\r&  that  ho  muafc  bo  wrongs  Ho  meutioDa  a»  ono  of  th«i 
itatcmcnta  in  tho  kttor  that  thcj  To  tons  ea  were  in  revolt,  and  it  ia  probable 
that  Cort '-S  may  have  said  ao  to  show  tho  soMicra  that  retreat  waa  cut  off, 
and  that  scizTire  was  the  only  rct^ourse. 

^^  Aa  lx>th  Vi^t^t  Martyr  luid  UQniara  call  it* 


was  a  mark  of  great  favor."  Cortes  sought  to  decline 
for  himself  the  favor,  on  the  ground  that  he  could 
not  marry.    Montezuma  nevertheless  insisted,  and  he 

yielded  not  unwillingly." 

Assuming  a  serious  tone^  the  latter  now  produced 
the  letter  from  Villa  Rica,  and  informed  the  emperor 
that  he  had  received  an  account  of  the  outrageous 
conduct  of  Quaubpopoca,  resulting  in  the  death  of 
some  of  his  men,  and  that  he,  the  sovereign,  had  been 
accused  of  being  tlie  instigator.  Montezuma  gave 
an  indignant  dunial,^^  and  Cort(?s  hastened  to  assure 
him  that  he  believed  the  charge  to  be  false,  but  as 
commander  of  a  party  he  had  to  ae(?ount  for  the  men 
to  his  king,  and  must  ascertain  the  truth.  In  this 
Montezuma  said  be  would  aid  bim;  and  calling  a  trusted 
officer,  be  cjave  him  a  Ijraeelet  from  bis  wrist  beariner 
the  imperial  signet — a  precious  stone  graven  with  his 
likeness^^ — bidding  him  to  bring  Quauhpopoca  and  bis 
accomplices,  by  force,  if  necessary,^  Cortes  expressed 
himself  pleased,  but  added  that,  in  order  to  cover  bis 
responsibiUty  as  commander,  and  to  convince  bis  men 

"  *  Y  otras  hijfli  do  aeEorea  d  aJgunos  do  mi  oompafiliw'  OoHi§t  Ctirtast  ^^ 
But  the  CQstomory  mark  of  favor  wna  to  giTO  tbem  from  his  harora.     Seo 

^'  *  Per  non  thir  Jig^sto  al  Rc^  c  per  avere  occasione  di  fcLrla  Cnatmna/ia 
Clavigero^s  excu:^  for  tbo  ctcccpt^mce^  AVothi  Mphb^^  iiL  03*  Ilmssenr  do  l^our- 
bouri^^  aud  Boino  other  ^\Titer3|  tissume  that  Cort^3  decUuDd;  but  the  ori^nal 
authorities  tiU  fiay  or  iiLtiinato  that  ho  a<;ot*pted,  Ev^eii  Cortt-ti  himself  writea 
in  Hei  letter  U}  tlio  emperor,  *dD9pii(.*H. . .  .do  liabermo  6i  datlo  algnnas  joj^aa 
do  om  y  una  hiji*  ftiiya/  ct<;*  Caria^t,  69,  '1.0  persuadiii,*  an,ya  IxtliUochit], 
Hist.  Vhif'h.^  2nU.  Uoinara  ia  oven  moi'o  c\-pIiGit,  imd  Jlerrcra  say 3  that 
MontczumrL  iaaiatcil,  "  iforqiic  (jiieria  tcnei"  iiietoa  tlo  hombrc  tan  valerosio.'  dec. 
ii.  lib.  viii.  cap,  ii.  Thts  nDkir  is  perhaps  Icaa  iinportntit  in  itat-lf  tlmn  aa  index 
to  the  chanictcr  of  Copi.iSa,  who  couli,!  aceopt  atj  intiTnate  an  offer  with  one  band 
while  he  prt'parcil  a  blow  with  the  other*  It  might  xil^o  l>e  made  to  indicate 
that  Montci!iima  couLl  havo  liorl  no  l>aso  dcsi;^n3  a^ain^st  him  when  he  tiiado 
tho  micalled-for  offer  of  intniHting  a  daughter  {ii  such  she  waii)  to  his  keeping. 
Still  tho  imperial  chtLmcter  would  not  bavo  Bufforod  EjiuI  it  beon  shown  that 
tlu3  Wiaa  bat  an  artiJicc  to  hill  hm  intended  victim  into  «i  falso  seenrity^ 

*^Some  AuthoT^,  liko  Hcrrera  and  Torquemaila,  sfvy  that  be  denied  all 
Imowlcidgo  of  the  occurreocej  calling  ij-  an  invention  of  enemies. 

^^  fxtfti2rochltl,  ifhf.  ChirL,2'S4.  *Q  tenia  la  H^ra  do  Vitzilopnchtli/ 
Ootttnntf  12*1 ;  and  bo  saya  Btrmiil  Diaz.  Tapia  atatca  that  Montcziima  told 
Cortus  to  ssjnd  two  Sfjauianid  with  tli^  measetigera ;  bat  ba  doubtlefjs  d*;cliiied 
to  risk  two  lives  on  such  a  trip*  HfL,  in  hfiihtsktUt,  CoL  Boc.t  ii.  G8»J— 4. 

•^  '  Ini^to  rcy  !'  cxclainia  uallo,  in  common  ting  upon  this  anrrondor  of  a 
devoted  oiHcen  lioifi&re^  liwtl.  i/er.,  i.  3  IS, 
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He  would  be  treated  with  every  consideration,  and 
should  ctjjoy  his  usual  comfort,  surrounded  by  favorites 
and  councillors.  The  plan  involved  no  change  beyond 
that  of  residence,  to  a  place  where  he  would  be  under 
secret  surveillance. 

Montezuma  still  objected,  and  time  was  passing.^ 
The  companions  of  Cortc's  becoming  nervous  at  this 
delay,  Velazquez  do  Leon  exclaimed  in  his  sten- 
torian voice:  "Why  so  many  words,  your  worship? 
Lot  us  either  carry  him  ofi'  or  despatch  him.  Tell 
him  that  if  he  calls  out  or  creates  a  disturbance 
we  shall  kill  him!"^  Turning  in  alarm  to  Marina, 
Montezuma  inquired  what  was  meant.  Full  of  pity 
fur  the  troubled  monarch,  she  told  him  that  the  men 
were  becoming  impatient  at  his  delay.  She  l>esought 
him,  as  he  valued  his  life,  to  accede  to  their  wishes 
and  go  with  them.  He  would  be  treated  with  all  tho 
honor  due  to  his  rank.  A  glance  at  the  frowning 
faces  of  the  Spaniards  confirmed  the  mysterious  words 
of  the  interpreter,  and  chilled  him  to  the  heart.  Ho 
had  heard  too  many  accounts  of  the  resolution  and 
cruelty  of  these  men  not  to  believe  them  capable  of 
anythmg.  Were  lie  to  call  for  aid  they  would  no 
doubt  Id II  liim  and  destroy  the  city;  for  few  as  they 
were  they  had  proved  themselves  equal  to  hosts  of 
natives. 

The  unhappy  monarch  jnelded,  since  it  was  so 
decreed — by  the  sublime  audacity  of  this  score  of 
adventurers.  The  spirit  of  Axayacatl  had  evidently 
not  survived  in  the  son,  and  the  prestige  of  bis  oai^ly 
career  as  miUtary  leader  had  dwindled  to  a  mere 
shadow  in  the  efteminate  lap  of  court-life.^"  Sum- 
mon in^j  his  attendants,  he  ordered  a  litter  broucfht. 

^*  '  Katituieron  moA  ilo  moclia  hora^n  ^toa  pl^dcas-'  IfL,  74.  Tapia  ana 
otJjicrs  say  four  hours ^  wLiich  is  unlikely, 

^  *  PorEjiio  niEi«  vale  qiiu  tU'stA  vez  aag^egnrcraoB  nuestraa  vidaB,  h  las  per 
clamor . '  Jif: I'tial  hfCLz,  iihii .  \ > rdad.  ^  To . 

''■  'Era*  6  niuy  falto  tie  AalmOi  ^  ]Jii8ilj;]LnimG,  6  muy  pnitlctite.^  OncdOt  iii. 
!^S9.  'En  6l  sp  cumpli6  lo  que  dc  Ci  fi<*  dffliL,  que  todo  hou\bre  cruel  es  oo 
bardo,  iiunque  A  1»  Tcrdad,  era  ya  Uegada  la  volimtad  de  Dioa/  ladilbcoekid 
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Everything  had  been  quietly  conducted,  and  since 
none  ventured  to  question  the  emperor,  his  com- 
mand was. silently  obeyed;  but  the  mysterious  in- 
terview and  his  agitation  roused  their  suspicions, 
and  the  rumor  spread  that  something  extraordinary 
was  about  to  happen.  Wondering  and  murmuring 
crowds  had  already  collected  along  the  route  between 
the  two  palaces  when  the  emperor  appeared.  On 
seeing  the  sorrowing  faces  of  the  favorites  who  bore 
him,  and  observing  how  closely  it  was  surrounded 
by  the  Spanish  soldiers  who  acted  as  guard  of  honor, 
their  fears  became  confirmed.  The  distance  to  the 
quarters  was  too  short,  however,  and  the  news  had 
not  yet  travelled  far  enough,  to  allow  a  serious  dem- 
onstration.^    But  not  long  after  the  plaza  in  front 

>'  Bemal  Diaz  intimates  clearly  enough  that  no  demonstration  was  made 
till  after  his  arrival.  Hist.  Verdad.,  75.  And  so  does  Cortes.  'Uorando  lo 
tomaron  en  ella  [the  litter]  con  mucho  silencio,  y  asi  nos  fuimos  hasta  el 
apoeento  donde  estaba,  sin  haber  alboroto  en  la  ciudad,  aunqne  se  comenzo  d 
mover.  Pero  sabido  por  el  dicho  Muteczuma,  envi6  a  mandar  que  no  lo  hubiese ; 
y  asi,  hubo  toda  quietud.*  Cartas^  90.  Ixtlilxochitl,  however,  allows  Monte- 
zuma to  stay  long  enough  in  his  palace,  after  ordering  the  litter,  to  enable  the 
lords  and  nobles  to  come  and  offer  their  services.  A  delay  like  this,  which 
the  Spaniards  certainly  never  could  have  ^rmitted,  might  have  given  time  for 
the  tumultuous  gathering  which  he  describes.  Jlist.  Chick.,  297.  Prescott,  in 
following  this  version,  makes  the  emperor  so  far  overstep  his  usual  di^ty 
as  to  '  cm  out'  to  the  people  to  disperse.  *  Tambien  detuvieron  consigo  d 
ItcuaitJUainf  gobemador  del  Tlatilulco,  says  Sahagun,  while  the  leading  nobles 
'cuando  fue  preso  Mocthecuzoma  le  desampararon  y  se  escondieron. '  Hiai. 
Conq.,  25. 

The  seizure  has,  like  the  equally  prominent  episodes  of  the  massacre  at 
(jholula,  and  the  scuttling  of  the  fleet,  aroused  no  little  comment  in Justifica- 
don  or  condemnation.  *  Now  that  I  am  old, '  says  Bemal  Diaz,  *  I  stop  to 
consider  the  heroic  deeds  then  performed,  and  I  do  say  that  our  achievements 
were  not  effected  by  ourselves,  but  were  all  brought  about  by  God ;  for  what 
men  have  existed  in  the  world  who,  less  than  450  soldiers  in  number,  dared  to 
enter  into  so  strong  a  city  as  Mexico,  larger  than  Venice,  and  so  remote  from 
Castile,  to  seize  so  great  a  lord?'  Hist.  Verdad.^lQ.  *  Never  Greek  or  Roman, 
nor  of  other  nation,  since  kings  exist,  performe<l  a  like  deed,  only  Fernando 
Cortes,  to  seize  Motec^uma,  a  king  most  powerful,  in  his  own  house,  in  a 
place  most  strong,  amid  an  mfinity  of  people,  while  possessing  but  450  com- 
panions.' GomarOf  Hist.  Mex.,  124.  Commenting  on  this,  Torquemada  adds 
that  *  it  was  indeed  a  deed  for  daring  never  seen,  and  must  be  attributed 
to  God  rather  than  to  human  heart.'  i.  458.  Solis  of  course  fails  not  to  extol 
the  genius  and  daring  of  his  hero,  whose  deed  *api)ears  rather  in  the  light  of 
a  fable'  tlian  in  consonance  with  simple  history.  I  list.  Mex.y  i.  448.  *A  deed 
which  makes  one  tremble  even  to  conceive,  and  much  more  to  carry  out.  But 
God  had  so  determined  it.'  IxtlilxochUl^  HUt.  Chick. ^  296.  *  History  contains 
nothing  parallel  to  this  event,  either  with  respect  to  the  temerity  of  the 
attempt,  or  the  success  of  the  execution, '  etc.  RoherUoiCs  Hist.  ^  m. ,  ii.  CO.  *  An 
expedient,  which  none  but  the  most  daring  spirit,  in  the  most  desperate  ex- 
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A  POMPOUS  reception  was  accorded  the  imperial 
prisoner.  With  no  small  ceremony  was  he  conducted 
to  apartments  adjoining  those  of  Cort(5s,  as  selected 
by  himself,  and  there  surrounded  by  all  accustomed 
comforts  and  every  show  of  greatness.  At  hand  were 
his  favorite  wives,  his  most  devoted  servants;  he  held 
court  daily,  received  ambassadors,  issued  orders,  and 
with  the  aid  of  his  learned  jurists  administered  justice. 
To  outward  appearance  the  monarch  was  as  absolute 
as  ever;  yet  Montezuma  knew  that  his  glory  had 
departed,  that  the  continued  forms  of  greatness  were 
hollow,  and  that  his  power  was  but  the  power  of  a 
puppet.  He  was  wise  enough  to  know  that  a  strong 
man  is  not  to  be  trusted  who  is  officiously  kind  to  a 
weak  one. 

Henceforth  the  power  of  the  nation,  in  the  hands 
of  these  insidious  strangers,  was  to  be  directed  against 
himself.  It  was  a  cunning  poUcy,  craftily  conceived 
and  deftly  executed. 

Cortes  took  care  that  everything  round  the  pris- 
oner should  move  smoothly,  and  that  his  presence  in 
the  Spanish  quarters  should  appear  to  the  natives  a 

(809) 
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Espionage  was  also  established  on  the  emperor 
in  his  intercourse  with  courtiers,  by  placing  in  the 
apartment  the  page  Orteguilla,  who  had  acquired  a  fair 
knowledge  of  Aztec.  Of  prepossessing  appearance, 
agreeable  and  sprightly  in  manner,  the  youth  became 
a  favorite  with  the  captive  king.  Among  other  things, 
the  little  spy  gave  the  monarch  an  insight  into  Spanish 
customs  and  proceedings  at  home  and  abroad,  into 
the  power  and  grandeur  of  the  Castilian  king,  and 
into  the  nlysteries  of  the  faith.  Being  constantly 
together  they  grew  familiar,  Montezuma  delighting 
to  play  pranks  on  the  boy,  throwing  aloft  his  hat, 
and  laughing  at  his  efforts  ix)  regain  it.  These  tricks 
were  always  followed  by  a  liberal  reward.^ 

Montezuma  was  indeed  most  liberal  with  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  him,  as  became  the  character  of 
a  great  and  rich  prince.  Not  only  jewels,  robes,  and 
curiosities,  but  male  and  female  slaves,  were  freely 
dispensed,  partly  no  doubt  with  a  view  to  secure  good 
treatment  from  the  guard.  A  considerate  thought- 
fulness  and  gentle  manner  added  to  his  popularity, 
and  "whenever, he  ordered,"  says  the  old  soldier,  *'we 
flew  to  obey."  The  inconsiderate  pride  and  selfishness 
of  the  independent  monarch  seems  to  have  disappeared 
in  the  prisoner,  yet  like  the  captive  hawk  he  was  sub- 
missive only  to  his  masters.  Orteguilla  kept  him 
informed  of  the  rank  and  character  of  the  men,  and 
became  the  recognized  medium  for  his  favors.  He  rep- 
resented, for  instance,  that  Bernal  Diaz  longed  to  be 
the  master  of  a  pretty  maiden,  and  Montezuma, 
having  noticed  the  exceeding  deference  of  the  soldier, 
called  him,  saying  that  he  would  bestow  on  him  a 

The  result  waa  an  increase  of  the  guard,  Alvarez  Chico  being  placed  with 
60  men  to  watch  the  rear  of  the  quarters,  and  Andr^  de  Monjarraz  the  front, 
with  the  same  number,  each  watch  consisting  of  twenty  men.  Ilerrera,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  iiL  Bernal  Diaz  intimates  uiat  the  guarding  of  Montezuma 
proved  a  severe  strain  on  the  soldiers ;  but,  situated  as  they  were,  vigilance 
was  ever  re(|uired,  and  still  greater  must  have  been  the  dajiger  had  he  not 
been  in  their  power. 

'  Herrera  calls  him  Pefia,  which  may  have  been  one  of  his  names,  dec.  ii. 
lib.  viii.  cap.  v.  Bernal  Diaz  assumes  that  Montezuma  asked  Cortes  to  give 
him  the  page,  after  the  execution  of  Quauhpopoca.  I  list.  Verdad.,  75. 
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and  exhibited  the  tactics  which  contributed  so  power- 
fully to  Spanish  supremacy  over  native  arms.  He 
also  enjoyed  sports,  and  among  games  the  totoloque 
was  his  favorite.  This  consisted  in  throwing  small 
golden  balls  at  pieces  of  the  same  metal  set  up  as 
targets  at  a  certain  distance.  Five  points  won  the 
stakes.  Cortds  often  played  it  with  him,  and  Alva- 
rado,  who  kept  count  for  the  general,  usually  marked 
more  points  than  he  was  entitled  to.  Montezuma 
playfully  protested  against  such  marking,  although 
what  Cortds  won  he  gave  to  the  Mexican  attend- 
ants, while  Montezuma  presented  his  gains  to  the 
Spanish  guard.^' 

Montezuma  was  at  times  allowed  to  visit  his 
palaces,  and  to  enjoy  the  hunting-field,  but  these  trips 
were  of  rare  occurrence,  owing  to  the  danger  of 
popular  demonstrations.^*  On  such  occasions,  says 
Cortes,  the  escort  of  prominent  Mexicans  numbered 
at  least  three  thousand.  The  first  time  Montezuma 
requested  this  privilege  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
ojSering  prayer  and  sacrifice  at  the  great  temple,  as 
required  by  his  gods,  he  said;  and  although  Cortes 
did  not  hke  the  arrangement,  his  prisoner  convinced 
him  that  this  public  demonstration  was  necessary, 
in  order  to  show  the  people  that  he  .was  not  kept 
in   compulsory  confinement,  but  remained  with   the 

'*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdcul. ,  77.  *  Un  giuoco,  che  gli  Spagnuoli  chiama- 
vano  il  bodoque,*  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  97.  Bodoque  signifies  balls  in 
this  connection.  When  Alvamdo  lo8t,4ie  with  great  show  of  liberality  paid  in 
chalchiuites,  stones  which  were  highly  treasured  by  the  natives,  but  worth 
nothing  to  the  Spaniards.  Montezuma  paid  in  quoits,  worth  at  least  50  ducats. 
One  day  he  lost  40  or  50  quoits,  and  with  pleasure,  since  it  gave  him  the 
opportunity  to  be  generous.  B.  V.  de  Tapia  testifies  that  Alvarado  used  to 
cheat  iu  playing  cards  with  him  and  others.  Cortis,  JResidencia,  i.  51-2.  Another 
way  of  gratifying  this  bent  was  to  accept  trifles  from  the  Spaniards  and  liber- 
ally compensate  them.  Alonso  de  Ojeda,  for  instance,  had  a  silk -embroidered 
satchel  with  many  pockets,  for  which  Montezuma  gave  him  two  pretty  slaves, 
beside  a  number  of  robes  and  jewels.  Ojeda  wrote  a  memoir  on  the  conquest, 
of  which  Herrera  makes  good  use.  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  v. 

^*  *Fu6  muchas  veces  d  holgar  con  cinco6  seis  espafloles  d  ima  y  dos  leguas 
fuera  de  la  ciudad.*  CorUs^  Cartas,  92.   Both  the  times  and  the  number  of  the 

Spaniards  are  doubtful,  however.    *Quando  salia  a  ca^ar Lleuaua  ocho  o 

diez  Espanoles  en  guarda  de  la  persona,  y  tres  mil  Mexicanos  entre  seiiores, 
caualleros,  criados,  y  ca9adores.'  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  124;  IxtlUxochitl,  Hist. 
Chick.,  297. 
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All  being  over,  Cortes  reentered  the  apartments 
of  Montezuma  with  his  captains,  and  kneeling  down 
he  himself  took  off  the  fetters,  declaring  that  he  felt 
deeply  grieved  at  the  infliction,  for  he  loved  him  as  a 
brother.  The  monarch  became  almost  hysteric  with 
joy  at  this  deliverance,  and  with  falling  tears  he  ex- 
pressed himself  in  abject  terms  of  gratitude,  like  the 
dog  licking  the  hand  which  has  chastised  it.  Every 
fresh  incident  reveals  some  new  trait  in  the  character 
of  this  unhappy  man  which  calls  for  pity  or  contempt. 
"Yet  further,"  continued  Cortes,  "to  show  my  deep 
regard  and  confidence,  you  are  now  at  full  liberty  to 
return  to  your  own  house."  But  Montezuma  under- 
stood well  enough  that  these  were  but  words,  an 
empty  offer;  indeed  he  had  been  informed  by  the  well 
prompted  page  that,  although  the  general  might  wish 
to  release  him,  the  Spanish  captains  would  never  permit 
it.^  He  accordingly  expressed  his  thanks,  and  said  that 
he  preferred  to  remain  with  him,  giving  as  a  reason 
that,  were  he  free,  the  importunities  of  his  relatives 
and  nobles  to  attack  the  Spaniards  might  prevail  over 
his  friendship  for  them  and  their  king,  and  this  would 
entail  not  only  loss  of  life  on  both  sides,  but  the  ruin 
of  the  city.  Thereupon  Cortds  embraced  him  with 
every  appearance  of  deep  devotion,  and  said,  "  Next 
to  my  king  you  shall  be  king;  vast  as  are  your  pos- 
sessions, I  will  make  you  ruler  of  more  and  greater 
provinces.^ 

We  can  imagine  the  words  by  which  the  Spaniards 
might  justify  to  themselves  the  death  of  Quauhpo- 

^  *A.  lo  aue  entendimoe,  6  lo  mas  cierto,  Cortes  auia  dicho  &  Aguilar  la 
lengaa,  que  le  dixesse  de  secreto,  que  aunque  Malinche  le  mandasse  salir  de 
la  prision,  que  los  Capitanes  nuestros,  6  soldados  no  querriamos. *  BernalD'utz, 
Hist.  Verclad.,  75. 

^  *  Fu6  tanto  el  buen  tratamiento  que  yo  le  hice,  y  el  contentamiento  que 
de  mi  tenia,  que  algunas  veces  y  muchas  le  acometi  con  su  libertad,  rogdndole 
que  fuese  d  su  casa,  y  me  dijo  todaa  las  veces  que  se  lo  decia,  que  <^1  estaba 
bien  alii,*  etc.  Cortes,  Cartas^  91.    *  No  osaua,  de  miedo  que  los  suyos  no  le 

matassen -poT  auer  so  dcxado  prender, '  is  one  of  the  suppositions  of  Gromara, 

who  calls  him  a  man  of  little  heart.  Hist,  Mex. ,  129-30.  reter  Martyr  appears 
to  be  moved  rather  by  pity  for  him.  dec.  v.  cap.  iii.  *  Non  gli  conveniva  ritor- 
nare  al  suo  palagio,  mentre  fossexx)  nella  Corte  gli  SpagnuolL'  Clavigero,  Sloria 
Mess,,  iii.  102. 


Zacatula  party  w 
bria,  in  compensa 
at  Villa  Rica.  I 
within  the  forty  c 
about  three  hund 
out  in  dishes  froi 
cique.  Two  chic 
presents  of  nearl 
offering  allegianc 
their  caciques.^®  J 
a  substantial  proc 
He  had  passed 
provinces,  filled  w 
to  any  in  Spain, 
appearance  and  s 
and  the  people  o 
dress  and  intelhg 
Another  party, 
eastward,  throug] 
of  which  yielded 
three  hundred  pei 
fork  of  Papaloap 
Chinantecs,  hostil 
of  the  border  to 
otherwise  been  ; 
fastnesses,  their  ^ 
weapons,  which  w< 

parte  que  no  son  sujetos, 
Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  81. 
provinces  where  gold  waj 
couple.  The  provinces 
Tenis.  Cortis,  Cartas^  92 
smiths,  and  the  others  gi 
the  provinces:  Tamaz61a 
both  on  the  same  river,  ai 
country.  Hist,  Conq.^  i.  2 

**  *Con  tal,  que  los  d 
assured  and  dismissed  wi 

"  *Cort^  se  holgd  ta 
saber  cierto  que  avia  bu< 
bria  and  his  two  compan: 
Hist.  Verdad.,  81-2. 

"^^  A  young  man  of  25  ; 

went  four  Spaniards  who 

Hist.  Mex.,  Vox 


The  project  appears  to  have  found  favor  with  Cortds, 
who  besought  Montezuma  to  form  plantations  for  the 
king  also  in  his  adjoining  province  of  Malinaltepec. 
This  was  at  once  attended  to,  and  within  two  months 
four  substantial  houses  and  a  vast  reservoir  had  been 
constructed,  and  a  large  tract  of  land  brought  under 
cultivation,  the  improvements  being  valued  at  twenty 
thousand  pesos  de  oro.^^ 

Another  important  object  was  to  find  a  better  har- 
bor than  Villa  Rica,  and  the  emperor  being  consulted, 
he  at  once  ordered  a  map  to  be  made,  which  showed 
very  accurately  not  only  the  rivers  and  inlets  already 
known  to  the  Spaniards,  between  Pdnuco  and  Tabasco, 
but  the  yet  unknown  Rio  Goazacoalco,  beyond  the 
Mexican  border.  This  being  said  to  have  a  large  and 
deep  entrance,  Cortes  availed  himself  of  Ordaz'  offer 
to  examine  it.  Ten  men,  chiefly  sailors  and  pilots, 
and  some  guides,  accompanied  him,  and  authority 
was  given  to  take  escorts  from  the  frontier  garrisons. 
He  proceeded  to  Chalchiuhcuecan  or  San  Juan  de 
Ulua,  and  thence  followed  the  coast  examining  the 
inlets. 

On  reaching  the  frontier  complaints  became  nu- 
merous against  the  native  garrisons  by  reason  of  raids 
and  outrages,  and  supported  by  the  chiefs  who  attended 
him  he  reprimanded  the  conamanders,  threatening  them 
with  the  fate  of  Quauhpopoca  unless  they  restrained 
the  troops.  They  used  to  extend  their  raids  into  the 
Goazacoalco  province,  but  were  at  present  somewhat 

mo^a,  y  Cervantes  el  chocarrero,*  and  says  that  Cort^,  displeased  at  soldiers 
being  left  to  raise  fowl  and  cacao,  sent  Alonso  Luis  to  recall  them.  Hist.  Verdad. , 
82;  IJerrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  i.  Ho  is  e\'idently  mistaken,  as  shown  by 
his  own  later  text,  for  Cortes  himself  states  that  he  sought  to  form  plantations 
in  that  direction.    The  recall  was  made  later  and  for  a  different  reason. 

'^  *  Estaban  sembradas  sesenta  hanegos  de  mafz  y  diez  de  frijoles,  y  dos 

mil  pi<^  de  cacap  [cacao] hicieron  un  cstanque  de  agua,  y  en  ^1  pusieron 

quimentos  patos . .  .  y  pusieron  hasta  mil  y  quinientas  gallinas. '  Cortis,  CartaSy 
94 ;  Peter  MartyVy  dec.  v.  cap.  iii.  Oviedo  writes  that  farms  were  established 
for  the  king  in  two  or  three  provinces,  one  in  Cbimanta  [Chimantla].  The 
two  Spaniards  left  in  the  latter  were  saved,  but  elsewhere,  subject  to  the 
Aztecs,  they  were  killed  during  the  uprising  originated  by  Alvaraao.  iii.  376. 
Tapia  refers  to  an  expedition  at  this  time  against  a  revolted  province,  80 
leagaes  off.  RtL^  in  Icazbalceta^  Col,  Doc.,  iL  584. 
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to  fill  the  vacant  place  of  Escalante,  as  commander  of 
the  fortress,  and  as  his  lieutenant  in  the  district.  Grado 
was  a  man  of  agreeable  presence  and  conversation,  and 
with  some  fame  among  his  comrades  as  a  writer  and 
musician,  but  more  of  a  braggart  than  a  soldier,  with  de- 
cided sympathies  in  favor  of  Velazquez.  Indeed,  Bemal 
Diaz  charges  him  with  having  been  the  ringleader  of 
the  mutinous  demonstration  at  Tlascala.  Cortes  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  man;  but  his 
gUb  tongue  had  evidently  overcome  the  prudence  of 
the  general,  or  else  he  preferred  a  less  bold  spirit  than 
Escalante's  at  this  post.  "Now,  Senor  Grado,"  said 
he  in  handing  him  his  commission,  "here  ig  the  ful- 
filment of  your  long  felt  desire  of  going  to  Villa  Rica. 
Take  care  of  the  fort,  treat  the  Indians  well,  and  do 
not  undertake  any  expeditions  like  that  of  Escalante, 
or  you  may  meet  his  fate."  "In  saying  this,"  adds 
Bemal  Diaz,  "he  gave  us  soldiers  a  wink,  which  we 
readily  enjoyed,  knowing  well  enough  that  Grado 
would  not  venture  to  do  so,  even  under  penalty  of 
disgrace."  The  office  of  alguacil  mayor,  held  by  the 
former  commander,  was  not  included  in  the  present 
commission,  but  was  given  to  Sandoval,  and  when 
Grado  remonstrated  he  was  promised  compensation 
in  due  time. 

On  reaching  Villa  Rica  the  evil  nature  of  the  man 
came  to  the  front.  He  assumed  pompous  demeanor, 
and  expected  the  settlers  to  serve  him  as  a  great  lord, 
while  the  Totonacs  were  pressed  for  gold  and  female 
slaves.  The  fort  and  the  duties  connected  with  it  were 
neglected,  and  the  commander  spent  his  time  in  gor- 
mandizing and  gambling,  not  to  mention  the  secret 
efforts  to  undermine  his  general's  influence  and  to  gain 
adherents  for  Velazquez.  This  soon  reached  the  ears  of 
Cortds,  who  felt  not  a  little  annoyed  at  having  trusted 
such  a  fellow.  He  recognized  the  necessity  of  intrust- 
ing this  district  to  one  thoroughly  devoted  to  himself, 
since  a  fleet  from  Cuba  might  at  any  moment  arrive 
and  create  mischief.     Therefore  he  sent  Sandoval, 


BOATING  Ai; 

A  hunting -trip  to  one 
across  the  laie  was  at  on< 
vessel  had  been  provided  ^ 
forts  for  the  reception  of 
a  strong  guard,  while  ot 
modated  in  the  other  crafi 
announced  their  arrival,  ar 
spire  respect  than  even  the 
vessels  were  accompanied 
holding  forty  or  more  court 
All  were  curious  to  see  ho^ 
would  behave,  for  their  ii 
to  render  them  slow  and  c 
blowing,  however,  and  as  t 
vessels  bounded  forward  \^ 
moments  left  the  occupant 
Montezuma  was  delighted, 
Hunting  parties  were  like 
captive  enjoyed  the  chas( 
with  great  skill.® 

'^  *  En  la  lagana  d  vn  peflol,  que  est 
&  montear,  por  muy  principales  que  f uc 
Hist,  Verdad.,  78. 

^^  Native  Races,  ii.  411.  *QnAdo  yi 
ombros,  con  las  guardas  de  Gastellanos, } 
pafiauanle  los  Befiores  bus  vasittlloB.'  h 


oacn  Mdth  aspirat 
the  others.  The 
was  Cacama,  wh 
in  their  characte 
endeavor  to  direc 
ity,  but  jealousy 
and  his  eflforts  i 
favor  of  abiding 
Although  the 
Mexico  for  his  r 
rely  almost  who! 
connection  with 
Tlacopan,  his  owi 
conspiracy  which 
Spaniards  and  th 
was  harbored  a  c 
would  probably  1 
was  not  sure  of 
least  the  expectat 
Andhuac  confedc 
in  the  most  dism 
iards,who  evidem 
and  reduce  them 
for  reUgion  and  1 
manded  it,  and 
themselves  too  ] 
liances.  With  h 
Mexico  should  h 
out  against  her, 
ready  to  aid  in 
overrated,  and  cc 
were  on  all  side 
those  provided  b 

'  'Visto  por  el  rey  C 
canos,  Be  salid  de  la  ciud 
IxUilxochiU,  Hist,  Chick. 
whether  he  remained  ms 
indeed  he  was  there  the; 

'  Benial  Diaz  assumes 
of  the  main  objects  of 
Mexico.  HitL  Verdad.,\ 


CACAMA'J 

conjunction  with  the  mien 
Cacama  was  elected.  Cohi 
acquiesced,  but  the  youn^ 
protested  in  favor  of  the 
the  selection  as  due  to  ^ 
mould  the  new  king  to  hi 
control.  He  even  resorte( 
views,  and  enlisting  the 
favor,  after  a  short  campa 
consent  to  a  division  of  tin 

His  ready  success  provei 
great  hold  on  the  people, 
warning  of  Montezuma,  i 
selled  prudence  from  othe 
the  king  stamped  all  these 
appears  even  to  have  plac 
of  those  whose  want  of  s] 
suspect.*^  His  blood  was 
promises  of  his  supporte 
strong  enough  to  bid  defia 
sent  word  to  his  uncle  tha 
the  dignity  of  his  station  a 
and  ancestry,  he  would  i 
bondage  imposed  by  a  hai 
smooth  tongue  sought  to  c 
him  and  the  gods.  If  he 
of  his  religion,  throne,  and 

This  outspoken  utteranc 
had  assisted  to  rulership  ar 
as  it  wounded  his  pride, 
tated  to  take  counsel  wit! 
obtained   an   inkling   that 

*  See  Native  Racea^  v.  474. 

'  *Mand6  echar  presos  tres  delloB.* 

*  *  Cacama  le  respondio  muy  agram 
en  el  ojo,  ni  estario  preso,  ni  catiuo  de 
Mex,,  133. 

^  Accordinff  to  Bemal  Diaz  and  Gc 
znma  before  he  and  Cacama  exchange* 
tliat  the  Spaniard  sent  the  first  remons 
as  the  person  whom  the  revolt  immedi 
the  initiative. 
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come,  "not  with  the  hand  on  the  heart,  however, 
but  on  the  eword."' 

There  was  considerable  meaning  in  this  threat,  for 
Cacama  had  with  great  energy  set  about  to  mass  his 
forces  at  Oztoticpac,  and  they  in  conjunction  with 
those  of  his  allies  would  make  a  formidable  host.*® 
Cortds  was  aware  of  this,  and  seeing  that  no  time  was 
to  be  lost  he  firmly  represented  to  Montezuma  the 
necessity  of  securing  the  person  of  the  king,  openly 
or  by  stealth ;  and  when  he  still  hesitated,  the  signifi- 
cant hint  was  given  that  the  Spaniards  would  regard 
a  refusal  with  suspicion.  This  decided  him,  and  he 
promised  that  it  should  be  done,  if  possible.  Cortes 
broke  forth  in  expressions  of  good -will,  and  again 
oflfered  him  that  freedom  which  Montezuma  well  knew 
he  would  never  grant. 

In  placing  Cacama  on  the  throne,  the  emperor 
had  seized  the  opportunity  to  introduce  into  the 
Acolhua  government  oflSces  several  creatures  of  his 
own,  who  were  paid  to  maintain  Aztec  influence  in 
the  council"  and  to  watch  operations.  To  these  men 
he  sent  an  order,  weighted  with  presents,  to  seize  the 
king  and  bring  him  to  Mexico."  They  accordingly 
prevailed  on  their  victim  to  hold  a  council  at  Te- 
petzinco  for  finally  arranging  the  campaign.  This 
palace  was  situated  on  the  lake,  near  Tezcuco,  and 
approached  by  canals.  Here  Cacama  was  seized  and 
thrown  into  a  boat  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and 
carried  to  the  Aztec  capital.*^ 

•  *Con  hechizos  le  teniamos  quitado  sti  gran  corapon,  y  fuer9a;  6  que  nue»- 

troa  Dioscs,  y  la  gran  imiger  de  Castilla nos  djiaquel  gran  poder.     In  this 

last  he  did  not  err,  remarks  Bemal  Diaz,  Hht.  Verdacl.^  80. 

"Over  100,000  men.  IxtlilxiKhitl,  /list.  Chirk.,  299. 

"  *Teiya  en  su  tierra  del  dicho  Cacamazin  muclias  personas  principales 
que  Vivian  con  6\  y  lea  daba  su  salario. '  CorUsy  Cartas,  97. 

^'^  According  to  Bemal  Diaz,  six  chiefs  were  sent  with  the  imperial  signet, 
which  was  to  be  given  to  certain  relatives  and  dignitaries  discontented  with 
Cacama,  and  they  were  to  seize  him  and  his  council.  fJisl.  Verdad.y  80. 

"  *Tambien  truxeron  otros  cinco  presos.*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.y  80. 
'Prendieron  al  Cacama  vn  dia,  estando  con  ellos  y  otros  mtichos  en  consejo 

KracOsultar  las  cosas  de  laffuerra.'  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  133.  According  to 
tlilxochitl,  when  Cacama  left  Mexico,  pai-tly  out  of  fear  lest  tlie  Spaniards 
should  seize  him  for  promoting  a  revolt  there,  his  brothei-s  Cohuanacoch  and 
Ixtlilxochitl,  all  now  reconciled,  pretended  to  fall  into  his  views.     Ixtlil- 


He  now  resolved,  with  the  approval  of  Cortes,  to 
depose  the  Tezcucan  ruler,  as  a  rebel  against  his 
authority,  and  to  place  on  the  throne  a  more  dutiful 
subject,  a  younger  natural  brother  of  Cacama,  named 
Cuicuetzcatl,"  whom  his  ill-treatment  had  driven  to 
Mexico  for  protection.  The  nomination  was  for  the 
sake  of  appearance  submitted  for  ratification  to  a 
convention  of  loyal  Tezcucan  chiefs,  many  of  whom 
hoped  no  doubt  to  obtain  greater  influence  under  this 
youth.  The  new  king  was  escorted  to  the  gates  of 
Mexico  by  Cortds  and  Montezuma,  and  received  at 
Tezcuco  with  triumphal  arches  and  processions." 

And  now,  with  the  three  confederate  rulers  and  a 
number  of  leading  caciques  in  his  power,  the  great 
king -maker  thought  the  time  had  come  to  exact  a 
formal  acknowledgment  of  Spanish  sovereignty.  He 
reminded  Montezuma  of  his  promises  to  pay  tribute, 
and  demanded  that  he  and  his  vassals  shoidd  tender 
allegiance.  Instead  of  the  objections  expected,  Cortes 
was  surprised  to  hear  a  prompt  acquiescence.  Mon- 
tezuma had  evidently  been  long  prepared  for  the 
demand,  and  said  that  he  would  at  once  convene  his 
chiefs  for  consultation.  Within  Uttle  more  than  a 
week  the  summoned  dignitaries  had  arrived,  and  at  a 
meeting,  attended  by  no  Spaniards  save  the  page,  he 
intimated  to  the  leading  personages,  so  far  as  he  dared 
before  this  witness,  that  the  concession  demanded  of 
them  was  to  satisfy  the  importunate  jailers.  "The 
gods,  alas!  are  mute,"  concluded  Montezuma;  "but 
Dy  and  by  they  may  signify  their  will  more  clearly, 

"  *  Se  llam6  Don  Carlos.  *  Bemcd  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad. ,  80 ;  at  a  later  period, 

most  likely.    *  Sumommd  Tocpaxochitl bAtard  de  Nczahnalpilli. '  Braaseur 

de  Baurbourgy  Hint.  Nat.  Civ.^  iv.  258.  Cortes  calls  him  a  son  of  Cacama, 
Cartas,  98,  but  this  he  afterward  corrects.  The  native  records,  in  Sa/iagun, 
Hist.  Oen.,  ii.  277,  and  in  IxWUxocJud,  icnoro  him.  The  latter,  indeed,  assumes 
that  Cacama  continued  to  reign,  though  captive  like  Montezuma.  Hist,  Chich. , 
299  et  seq. 

^'  Herrera  gives  the  speeches  on  the  occasion,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  iii.    *  Era 

mas  bien  quisto,  que  no  Cacama Y  Cortes  hazia  reyes,  y  mandaua  con 

tanta  autoridad,  como  si  ya  vuiera  ganado  el  imperio. '  Oomara,  J  fist.  Mex. , 
133.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  assumes  that  Cohuanacoch  and  IxtlUxochitl  at 
once  managed  to  obtain  control  of  the  weak  youth  and  of  the  government. 


fully  grasp  the  situation  at  the  capital,  indignation 
struggled  with  grief  at  the  dismal  prospect.  Others 
recalled  the  prophecy  that  the  empire  would  termi- 
nate with  Montezuma,  whose  very  name  appeared 
fraught  with  evil  omen,^^  and  were  quite  reconciled 
to  the  inevitable.  So  were  most  of  them,  for  that 
matter,  either  through  belief  in  the  myth  or  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  their  master.  One  of  the  eldest 
nobles  broke  the  oppressive  silence  by  declaring  his 
sorrow  at  witnessing  the  grief  of  their  beloved  sov- 
ereign and  hearing  the  announcement  of  coming 
changes.  But  since  the  tim^  had  come  for  the  ful- 
filment of  divine  decrees,  they,  as  devout  and  dutiful 
subjects,  could  only  submit.  Again  their  grief  broke 
forth,  though  many  a  bitter  glance  was  called  up  by 
the  allusion  to  changes  in  store  for  them.  Observing 
the  bad  impression,  Cortds  hastened  to  assure  them 
that  Montezuma  would  not  only  remain  the  great 
emperor  he  had  always  been,  and  his  vassals  be  con- 
firmed in  their  dignities  and  possessions,  but  that 
their  domain  and  power  would  be  increased.  The 
changes  proposed  were  merely  intended  to  stop  wars, 
to  enlighten  them  on  matters  with  which  they  were 
as  yet  unacquainted,  and  to  promote  general  welfare. 
One  after  another,  beginning  with  Montezimia,  they 
now  swore  allegiance,  and  gave  promise  of  service  and 
tribute,  after  which  they  were  dismissed  with  thanks 
for  their  compliance.^ 

'^  *  Tenia  del  oraculo  de  sus  dioses  respuesta  muchas  vezea. . .  .q  perderia 
la  silla  a  los  ooho  afios  de  su  reynado,  y  q  por  esto  nunca  quiso  hazer  guerra  a 
los  Espafioles, ....  Bien  que  por  otro  cabo  lo  tenia  por  burla,  pues  auia  mas 
dezisiete  aflos  q  era  rev.*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex,,  134-5;  Acosta,  J  list.  Ind., 
502-.3. 

'"  Cortes,  Cartas  J  91, 98-9 ;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  (jap.  iv. ;  Tapia^  Bel,,  in 
Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc,  ii.  580-1.  The.  allegiance  was  tendered  before  Secretary 
Pedro  Fernandez.  Bemnl  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  81.  SolisMSumes  that  Monte- 
zuma of  his  own  accord  offered  allegiance  and  tribute,  in  the  hope  that  this 
would  fill  the  measure  of  the  Spaniards*  expectations  and  cause  them  to  depart. 
In  that  case  the  general  grief  must  have  been  well  counterfeited.  He  re^rds 
this  act  as  giving  legality  to  the  conquest.  Hist.  Mex.y  ii.  23-32.  Fres- 
cott  supposes  that  the  submission  was  prompted  less  by  fear  than  by  con- 
•ciencc — conscientious  obedience  to  the  myth.  J/fx.,  ii.  198.  Oviedo  looks 
on  the  tears  as  evidence  of  unwillingness,  and  thinks  that  either  the  emperor 
WB8  very  pusillanimous,  or  the  will  of  God  clearly  manifest,  iii.  297.  Ao- 
HisT.  Mfx.,  Vol.  I.    22 
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urcs  kept  in  his  own  palace,  regretting  tliat  he  had  not 
more  to  give;  but  previous  otierings  had  diminished 
wliat  he  possessed.  '*  When  you  transmit  it  to  your 
king/'  he  said,  *'tell  him  that  it  comes  from  liis  good 

its  gloriea  a«  inheritiMl  hy  his  ancestors,  the  kings  of  Tezcuoj*  The  nsmamuj^ 
IQ  diaptcrs  relate  to  tlie  conquest  by  the  Spaniards,  and  are  mcompkte.  It 
is  the  moat  carefnlly  written  of  the  series,  elaborated  partly  frnm  prenoui 
manuseripts,  partly  from  frcah  t^Bcarches,  while  the  a<:cotiut  of  the  eommeife 
rcfctj  ab?o  on  the  testimony  of  eyo-witiie3Be.^j  reinforced  by  addition:^  irora 
Oomara  and  other  iiources,  a??  Ji©  admits  on  pp.  300,  303.  Ad  nllnaion  to 
Torqnemada  showji  tliat  it  could  not  bave  been  c<>mplei©d  Iteiore  1(515,  and  it 
woa  proliably  bis  laat  "work.  More  than  one  copy  ia  ejctant,  from  one  of 
tFlneli  TemaQX'Compana  printed  a  French  tranalatiou,  while  the  beat  isane, 
that  of  KLngHboronghj  ia  lifter  a  copy  h'om  Veytia.  The  material  baa  been 
largely  used,  ami  Veytia's  Hial.  A  af-.  JI^J.  may  l>e  said  to  re^t  ui>on  it.  The 
more  irnxwrtaut  of  tbo  other  writing?*  ni-o,  Suniftrkt  Jieta^vm  de  tfMl>ts  kis  t^m^a 
efi  If  I  yti^va-t'-^jiana^  y  f/at  Ion  tailetaA  alcaiizaroji,  iii  5  relations,  which 
treat  of  the  mythical  period  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  according  to 
natiTc  trmlition,  to  the  fall  of  the  Tolteca  j  //**toria  d^  Uat  Sf  floret  VhicMmtatA, 
m  12  rcUtiot>«,  which  brijigsi  the  bistory  down  to  the  Spaniab  conqnest; 
J^'otina4  df  hs  pnhfadoreit  y  r^ttcioue^  th  Nuei^n  Erpatla,  in  13  relate ims  ;  tho 
first  12  quite  short,  and  relating  to  native  pcoplea;  the  hiat  of  conaiderflblo 
Icnj^th,  and  tlwcdling  on  tlic  conquest,  Cdrloa  J!tlnria  de  Boatamante  puh- 
Hahcr]  the  13tb  relation  in  Ecpamte  form,  to  which,  Tinder  an  excess  of  patriotic 
^al^  he  gave  the  abnomwit  title  of  Jiarjibi*'!t  Vmefdade^  dt  fon  ConqtiijfCfi- 
doi'eif,  Mexico,  1S29.  Notes  were  ap[>cndtd,  anK  Cfmsiderablo  iibcrtiea  taken 
with  text,  so  as  to  increaao  tlio  odium  ajiifainat  the  eonqnerors.  Ternaux- 
Compans  id  eluded  a  tj-ciich  tranislation  of  it  in  his  eolloctlou.  Kin  ;^  borough 
has  printe<l  eh'vcn  shorter  pieces  by  Lstlilxocbitl,  and  a  few  morf  arc  at- 
tribnted  to  his  pen,  as  a  translation  of  Nezalnmlcoyotrs  poems,  a  ti-agment  of 
tJic  same  king's  biography,  and  a  biatory  of  the  Virgin  of  Guaiiab;p<?;  bi3t 
the  la-^t  two  are  donbtf nl.  Several  of  the  pieces  are  mere  repetitions  aiwl 
sninmaries  andcr  different  titles,  eonnceted  with  the  author  s  plcadingSi 
while  the  13th  relation  may  be  termtd  a  elercrly  prti pared  biography  of  his 
great  nanieankCj  frc»m  the  exaggenited  prominence  given  to  bia  aer%^iee3  for  the 
Spm^ish  cause.  Prescott's  several  blundei-s  ou  this  and  other  points  are  prob- 
ably due  a»  much  to  a  want  of  access  to  autlicieut  »)aterial  as  to  a  basty  sindy. 
Throughout  tho^e  writings  are  cviilgncea  of  the  patriotic  spirit  which 
prompted  Ixtlilxochitl  in  tkf>"sttidy  and  trunaktion  of  tlie  i>aintod  records  of 
Ilia  peo^ile ;  and  every  now  anil  then  gleams  forth  a  very  natural  liatrcd  of 
the  ^Ipaniah  oppressor,  so  marked  indeed  as  once  to  call  forth  the  condemna- 
tion of  an  oJticial  cenaor.  Otherwise  the  narrative  of  events  coiinecteil  M'itli 
tlic  conquerors  are  closely  niaaked ;  for  the  sake  of  private  aims  and  the  com- 
inon  fear  of  the  white  maeters.  As  a  coneeqiienec  njany  troublesome  facts 
arc  hidden  and  many  qticfttioiiJ?  smoothed  to  the  detriment  of  history.  The 
iiarratires  are  also  oxti'omcly  confusing  in  dates,  and  to  a  great  extent  in 
an:anj:;cmcnt,  while  the  interest  is  diminiahcd  b^  trivial  detaila  nnd  im- 
probable atorics.  But  these  were  the  fanltaof  hia  time  rather  than  of  himself. 
He  did  wonderfully  well  in  grappling  T\itb  miaty  traditions,  enveloped  as 
they  were  in  the  intricate  mazes  of  liicmg]\qihic3.  And  he  is  justly  entitled 
in  our  ndmi lotion,  aiul  to  the  gratitude  of  bis  countrymen,  for  rescuing  from 
iidw  unattainable  sonirees  so  large  a  mass  of  material  to  illustrate  the  glories 
of  hia  race,  lliii  Ptyle  ijidicates  a  fit;holar  from  whom  even  hia  Kpaniah 
t^oiitemporanea  mi;.;]it  have  taken  lea^ons^  for  the  language  is  exceedingly 
deal'  for  this  period,  anil  full  of  gracefid  KentMnoca  and  striking  deacriptiona, 
rcudering  htm  not  nnworthy  to  bo  called  tbi^  Ljvy  and  the  Cicero  of  Andhiiac, 
04  Preacott  and  Bnstamante  resx>ectiFoly  enlitie  bim* 


TREASURES  COLLECTED.  341 

vassal,  Montezuma."  He  requested  that  certain  fine 
chalchiuite  stones,  each  valued  at  two  loads  of  gold, 
and  some  finely  chased  and  inlaid  blow-pipes,  should 
be  given  to  the  king  alone.*^  This  liberality  evoked 
the  most  profound  protestations  of  gratitude,  as  may 
be  supposed,  for  they  had  not  expected  so  great  an 
addition  to  the  glittering  heaps  already  in  their  pos- 
session. Tapia  and  another  oflScer  were  despatched 
in  all  haste  with  the  imperial  mayordomo  to  receive 
the  treasure.  It  was  stored  in  a  hall  and  two  smaller 
chambers  of  the  aviary  building,^®  and  consisted  of  gold, 
silver,  and  precious  stones,  in  setting  and  in  separate 
form,  with  feathei^.,  robes,  and  other  articles,  all  of 
which  were  transferred  to  the  Spanish  quarters.^ 

These  valuables,  together  with  the  collections  from 
the  provinces  and  the  previously  surrendered  treasures 
of  Axayacatl,  were  given  to  Cortds,  who  placed  them 
in  charge  of  the  treasurer,  Gonzalo  Mejia,  and  the 
contador,  Alonso  de  Avila.  The  famed  smiths  of 
Azcapuzalco  were  called  in  to  separate  the  gold  and 
silver  settings  from  the  jewels  of  less  delicacy  and 
beauty,  which  it  had  been  determined  to  melt.  This 
took  about  three  days.  They  were  then  melted  into 
bars,  three  fingers  in  breadth,  and  stamped  with  the 
royal  arms.^  Iron  weights  were  made  of  one  arroba 
and  downward,  not  very  exact,  it  seems,  yet  suitable 
for  the  purpose,  and  with  these  the  value  of  the 
melted  gold  was  found  to  be  somewhat  over  162,000 
pesos  de  oro,  according  to  Cortes'  statement;  the  silver 

**Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  VerdacL^  83,  gives  a  description  of  these  and  other 
presents. 

*®*Que  se  llamaba  TotoccUco.*  Sahagun,  Hist.  Conq.,  26, 

*'  Tapia^  RcL^  in  IccalxUceta,  Ccl.  Doc^  ii.  581 ;  Gomaray  Hist.  Mex.,  135; 
Herrera,  d*»c.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  iv.  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  the  Axayacatl 
treasures  were  those  now  given ;  but  the  testimony  of  the  eye-witnesses,  Tapia 
and  Ojeda,  confirmed  and  accepted  by  Gomara  and  Herrera,  shows  that  they 
were  given  on  a  previous  occasion  already  referred  to.  Still,  Bemal  Diaz 
does  mention  that  after  the  melting  of  the  rougher  jewels  new  presents  came 
from  Montezuma.  /list.  Verdad.,  82-3.  He  is  very  confusing,  however,  in  his 
account  of  the  treasures  generally ;  and  Clavigero,  Prescott,  and  others,  have 
allowed  themselves  to  fofiow  him  too  closely  in  this  and  other  instances. 

'^  *Como  de  vn  Real,  y  del  tamailo  de  vn  toston  de  a  quatro.'  BemcUDiaz^ 
Hint.  Verdad.,^. 
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Finding  that  the  murmurs  were  becoming  serious, 
Cortes  brought  his  soothing  eloquence  to  bear  upon 
the  troubled  spirits.  He  represented  that  all  his 
thoughts,  eflforts,  and  possessions  were  for  the  honor 
of  his  God,  his  king,  and  his  <jompanions.  With  them 
he  had  shared  every  danger  and  hardship,  and  for 
their  welfare  he  had  watched,  rendering  justice  to  all. 
The  division  had  been  fairly  made  in  accordance  with 
previous  arrangement.  But  he  was  not  avaricious; 
all  he  had  was  theirs,  and  he  would  employ  it  for  them 
as  might  a  father.  He  would  surrender  the  fifth  which 
had  been  assigned  him,  if  they  wished  it,  retaining 
only  his  share  as  captain-general;  and  he  would  also 
help  any  one  in  need.  The  treasure  thus  far  secured 
was  insignificant  compared  to  what  lay  before  them. 
What  mattered  a  few  hundred  pesos  more  or  less 
in  view  of  the  rich  mines,  the  large  tracts,  and  the 
immense  number  of  towns,  which  were  all  theirs, 
so  long  as  they  held  loyally  together?  "I  will  make 
a  lord  of  every  one  of  you,"  he  concluded,  "if  you 
will  but  have  peace  and  patience."^  And  to  give 
greater  effect  to  this  harangue  he  bribed  with  gifts 
and  promises  the  more  influential  to  sound  his  praises; 
whereupon  the  murmurs  died  away,  though  rancor 
still  remained  with  many,  awaiting  opportumty.^ 

to  Cort^  about  missing  gold,  and  thenceforth  they  were  not  very  friendly. 
Noticing  that  Velazquez  was  in  fetters,  Montezuma  asked  the  general  for  the 
cause,  and  was  told  that,  not  satisfied  with  his  share  of  gold,  ho  wished  to 
make  a  tour  of  the  towns  to  demand  more,  and  perhaps  to  commit  excesses. 
The  emperor  asked  tliat  he  be  allowed  to  go,  and  Cortes  consented  with  ap- 
parent reluctance.  A  sentence  seems  to  have  been  passed  for  the  culprit  to 
leave  camp,  and  he  proceeded  with  a  Mexican  official  to  Cholula,  whence  ha 
returned  with  more  gold  a  few  days  later.  So  runs  the  story  of  Bemal  Diaz, 
Jlisl,  Verdnd.,  84-5.  B.  V.  de  Tapia  declares  that  Cort^  kept  him  'muchoa 
dias  en  una  easy  11a  pequefia  e  con  guardas.*  Cortds,  HesidenciOj  i.  40-1. 

'*/</.,  and  Hei-rera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  v. 

'^  Among  those  who  took  most  to  heart  the  disappointing  distribution  was 
Juan  de  Cdrdenas,  a  pilot  and  sailor  of  Triana,  who  nad  a  wDfe  and  children  in 
Spain.  Tired  of  struggling  with  poverty  at  home  he  had  come  to  seek  a  better 
lot  with  the  conquerors  in  America.  The  first  sight  of  the  treasures  to  be 
divided  had  inspired  him  with  an  ardent  hope  of  being  able  to  return  to  his 
family,  for  an  equal  division  would  have  given  him  quite  a  little  fortune. 
Finding  his  dream  of  happiness  shattered  he  became  almost  raving.  Cort<5s 
gave  him  300  pesos,  and  promised  that  he  should  be  sent  home  by  the  first 
opportunity.     Cdrdenas  appeared  to  be  satisfied,  but  on  reaching  Spain  he 


A  large  proportion  of  the  soldiers  imitated  the 
example  of  the  heavy  sharers  in  the  spoils  by  con- 
verting tlicir  allotment,  with  the  aid  of  Azcapu- 
zalcan  goldsmiths,  into  chainSj  crosses,  and  other 
adornments  for  their  persons,  so  that  the  display  of 
wealth  became  quite  dazzling.  Others  yielded  to 
the  infatuation  for  gambling,  then  so  prevalent,  and 
lost  without  a  murmur  the  hard-earned  share.^ 

But  one  thing  now  remained  to  complete  the  triumph 
of  the  conqueror.  The  manacled  liings  were  subservi- 
ent, and  the  people  displayed  their  loyalty  by  pouring 
tribute  into  his  coffers.  But  his  god  was  not  theirs, 
and  this  the  pious  pilferer  could  not  endure.  He  and 
his  priests  had  lost  no  opportunity  to  preach  the  faith 
to  emperor  and  subjects;^  but  the  hearts  of  the  natives 
were  oljduratcly  fixed  on  the  idols  of  the  pyramid. 
He  never  beheld  the  temple  without  being  tempted  to 
lay  low  the  effigies  of  Satan,  and  it  was  owing  only  to 
Father  Olmedo  s  prudent  counsel  that  the  temptation 
was  resisted.  Repeatedly  had  he  urged  on  the  weak 
emperor  to  begin  the  grciit  work  by  some  radical  re- 
form, but  could  obtain  only  the  promise  that  human 
sacrifices  would  be  stopped.  Finding  that  even  this 
was  not  observed,  he  consulted  with  his  captains,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  great 
temple  for  Christian  worship,  so  that  the  natives 
might  be  made  to  feel  the  holy  influence  of  its  symbols 
and  rites.  Montezuma  was  prepared  with  excuses^  but 
the  deputation  declared  with  fierce  vehemence  that 

canio  forward  ea  a  bitter  omx>nent  of  the  general.  BerrtalDiaZj  HibL  VsnUuL , 
64.  Soils  Bpeakfl  itp  in  belmlf  of  hh  hero^  ajid  condetmia  the  mon  as  avariciouB 
ami  iiiigmtcful  for  denmndmg  more  tliim  tln*ir  fibiro,  Tho  Itaul'^rfl  and  best 
men  de^cn'cd  larger  gfiina.  As  for  Bernal  Diaz,  *  HabL*!  maa  como  pobrc  aol 
datlo,  rjno  como  liiatoria^lor.*  ffist.  M<;i\y  ih  35.  Tlie  ahare  for  Villa  Rica  was 
sent  to  Haseaia,  aays  E«raal  Diaa,  width er  rumor  hrtd  it  that  large  sums  wero 
fonvardctl  for  CoiIl-b  and  otlicra,  who  claimed  afterward  tliat  they  had  b«m 
lost  ibuiiig  the  llprisinL3^  *La3  piednvs  bajaa  y  pl^imageSi  todo  la  tomarou  W 
ladiijsdc  Tliixcala/  S^iiifigiu}^  HkL  Vonrj.,  2(3, 

^^  TIjo  cards,  madu  by  I'cdro  Valenenmo  from  drumskiDa,  were  aa  neatly 
painted  as  those  of  Spain,   Berual  JJiaz,  JUkL  Vcrdfil,^  S4. 

^^  nerrcra  gives  leijgtliy  specimens  of  the  warrior  prea^hcr'a  effnebnSi 
occupy  lag  moi-e  tlian  oue  chapter,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii,  cap.  vi.-viL 


if  this  were  refused  they  would  forcibly  remove  the 
idols  and  kill  the  priests  who  resisted.  "Malinche," 
exclaimed  the  monarch  in  alarm,  "do  you  then  seek  the 
destruction  of  the  city?  Our  gods  are  incensed  against 
us,  and  the  people  imbittered.  Even  your  lives  will 
not  be  safe.  Wait,  I  entreat  you,  till  I  call  the  priests 
for  consultation.  "*° 

Cortes  saw  that  nothing  more  could  then  be  at- 
tained, but  with  the  indiscreet  zeal  for  religion  which 
often  blinded  him  he  determined  that  there  should 
be  no  further  delay.  He  apprehended  no  uprising 
among  a  people  which  had  so  patiently  submitted 
to  all  exactions,  yet  he  feared  that  the  priests,  if 
warned,  might  prevent  an  entry  into  the  temple,  and 
so  he  resolved  to  anticipate  them,  and  to  demon- 
strate the  impotency  of  their  gods.  Giving  orders 
for  a  strong  force  to  follow  after  a  short  interval,  he 
went  forward  with  hardly  a  dozen  men  in  order 
not  to  arouse  suspicion.*^  Entering  the  sanctuary, 
and  finding  that  he  could  not  draw  aside  the  costly 
curtain  with  its  golden  pellet  fringe  which  shielded 
the  bejewelled  idols  from  profane  gaze,  he  had  it  cut 
asunder.  The  reason  for  the  obstruction  now  became 
apparent.  The  idol  showed  traces  of  fresh  human 
blood.  At  this  evidence  of  broken  promises  and  dis- 
regarded orders  Cort($s  began  to  rave.  "Oh  God!" 
he  cried,  "why  dost  thou  permit  the  devil  to  be  thus 
honored  in  this  land?  Let  it  appear  good  that  we 
serve  thee." 

Turning  to  the  temple  attendants,  who  had  followed 
with  apprehensive  mien,  he  upbraided  them  for  their 
blind  adherence  to  a  bloody  worship,  and  compared 
the  evil  of  idolatry  with  the  saving  rites  of  Chris- 
tianity. He  was  determined,  he  said,  to  remove 
the  idols  and  install  an  image  of  the  virgin.     They 

*^  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  Cortes  made  a  sign  that  he  and  Ohnedo  desired 
to  speak  privately  to  Montezuma.  He  now  proposed  that  in  order  to  prevent 
tumult  his  captams  might  be  persuaded  to  rest  content  with  a  space  in  the 
great  temple  for  an  altar  and  cross.  Hist,  Verdad. ,  85. 

*^  Tapia  leaves  the  impression  that  he  called  casually  at  the  temple,  and 
af terwanl  sent  for  more  troops. 
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must  take  away  all  within  the  sanctuary  and  cleanse 
it.  The  priests  shook  their  heads  at  such  an  insane 
idea.  All  the  city  and  country  around  adored  these 
gods,  and  they  would  die  rather  than  see  them  dese- 
crated. They  further  intimated  that  the  deities  would 
themselves  know  how  to  chastise  the  sacrilegious. 
This  reply  only  fired  the  fury  of  Cortes,  and  unable 
further  to  restrain  himself,  he  seized  a  bar,  dashed  at 
the  idol,  and  striking  it  a  blow  which  caused  the  golden 
mask  to  fall  off,  he  exclaimed,  "Shall  we  not  do  some- 
thing for  God?"  Captain  Andrds  de  Tapia,  one  of 
the  dozen  Spaniards  present  on  the  occasion,  testifies 
to  the  rash  proceeding:   "I  swear  by  my  faith  as  a 

fentleman  and  by  God  that  it  is  true.    It  seems  as  if 
now  see  the  marquis  springing  with  excitement  and 
striking  at  the  idol."^ 

When  the  real  intentions  of  Cortes  had  first  be- 
come apparent  to  the  priests,  they  sent  to  warn 
Montezuma,  as  emperor  and  high-priest,  that  some 
outrage  might  be  perpetrated.  Suspecting  that  the 
recent  threat  was  about  to  be  carried  out,  he  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  the  general  asking  permission 
to  come  to  the  temple,  and  imploring  him  meanwhile 
to  respect  the  idols.  The  message  arrived  before 
much  damage  was  done,  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
followers  Corti^s  was  induced  to  yield.  He  recognized 
that  the  attitude  assumed  miglit  lead  to  more  serious 
results  than  had  been  at  first  supposed.  The  rumor 
had  spread  of  extraordinary  proceedings  on  the  temple 
summit  J  and  armed  and  "^  threatening  crowds  were 
gathering  at  the  foot,  impeded  only  by  the  Spanish 
reserve  escort*^  from  ascending  to  defend  their  gods. 
Why  should  not  they  fight  for  their  religion  as  well 
as  others?  Seeing  that  the  emperor's  presence  was 
necessary  to  calm  them,  Cortes  permitted  hira  to  come. 
He  soon  arrived,  under  a  strong  guard,  and  pointing 
to  the  excited  masses  he  reasoned  with  Cortds  upon 

*^  In  /?cL,  in  fcazbaleeta,  Cr>L  Doc.,  i'u  C85.  • 

**  Of  3€  Qr  40  mea,  saya  Tapiik 


B 

the  uselessness 
latter  stubborn 
with  the  priests 
summit  chapels 
to  Christian  w 

**  *  Fice  limpiar  aqu 
Sefiora  y  do  otros  sant 
*  explicit  in  relating  ho\i 
*  El  marques  liizo  hacei 
tida  en  tlos  hnecos,  6 
In  testifying  to  the  pi 
Alvarado,  B.  V.  de  Tap 

SKjhtli  to  the  tower,  * 
emando  e  puesto  a  ni 
Alvarado  confirms  thi 
witness  who  refers  with 
only  a  space  on  the  snmr 
to  the  temple  are  confi 
modem  writers:  first,  b 
accessible  till  late  year 
Prescott,  who  adopts  I 
appears  also  to  rest  oi 
smnmit  chapels  when  i 
si^^.    It  is  only  natn 
temple,  should  Imve  rei 
one  imago  was  too  large 
that  idols  remained.    * 
Mex.,  128.    The  phrase 
ment  may  be  founded  < 
[Montezuma]  permiso  c 
entre  los  dos  idolos  de 
Sefiora  y  una  cruz.'  Hit 
l^rescott,  in  common  w 
boast  on  the  part  of  C 
'solemn*  assurance  of  1 
in  the  main.    The  gcner 
principales  destos  idolos 
escalerasabajo.'  Cartas 
peating  tho  account,  ex 
lugar  d  ello ;  pero  para  i 
cn^ia  de  Montezuma  <5 
and  cross  were  ever  ere 
priests:  it  would  have  b 
permitted  the  intrusion 
Cort<$8*  boast  rests  chief 
Montezuma  by  mcro  per 
them  had  a  space  on  tl 
Hist.  VerdarL.So,     Gon 
idols,  which  he  justly  r< 
Cortes  con  csta  hazaila  ( 
it,  however,  to  the  occas 
Montezuma  stops  Cort(5s 
fury  of  the  crowd,  whici 
speech  on  theologic  my 
12G-8.    The  preceSin^  p( 
usurpation  of  the  great 
impulse  to  the  uprising  t 
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place  for  the  frequent  services  which  were   hence- 
forth held  here.*^ 

Taking  advantage  of  the  step  thus  gained,  the 
priests  and  their  followers  sought  to  impress  upon  the 
natives  the  superiority  of  their  faith/'  and  numbers 
were  convinced,  says  Tapia,  although  few  accepted 
baptism  out  of  fear  of  their  countrymen.*®  There 
was  a  drought  prevaiUng  at  the  time,  and  the  priests, 
having  in  vain  appealed  for  a  remedy,  ascribed  the  evil 
to  the  anger  of  the  gods  at  the  presence  of  the  wor- 
shippers of  strange  deities  and  their  hateful  symbols. 
A  few  days  after  the  consecration  of  the  altars  a  dep- 
utation of  natives  appeared  at  the  Spanish  quarters, 
bearing  withered  corn-stalks,  and  demanding  that, 
since  the  Europeans  had  removed  the  idols  to  whom 
they  prayed  for  rain,  they  should  ask  their  god  for  it, 
so  that  the  people  might  not  die  of  hunger.  Cortes  re- 
assured them,*^  and  ordered  a  general  prayer  for  relief. 
'*The  following  day/'  says  Tapia,  "we  marched  in  pro- 
cession to  the  temple,  under  a  blazing  sun/'  While 
mass  was  being  said  a  cloud  might  be  seen  gather- 
ing on  Mount  Tepcaquilla,  and  "on  our  way  back 
the  rain  fell  so  heavily  that  we  had  to  wade  in  water 
up  to  our  ankles/'  The  rain  continued  for  several 
days,  and  the  harvest  turned  out  abundant.**  Each 
party  claimed  the  meteorological  display  as  a  direct 
answer  to  its  prayer,  for  the  Mexicans  were  hardly 

*^  Montezuma  received  the  retaming  procession  with  a  forced  welcome, 
and  gave  orders  to  destroy  a  series  of  brotnels  in  Tlatelulco,  containing  over 
400  women,  whose  iniauity,  he  said,  had  brought  the  present  evil  upon  the 
city.  Iferrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  vi.  . 

*''  Hcrrera  devotes  five  columns  to  Cortes'  sermon,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap. 
vii;  Torquemada,  i.  465-7. 

*'  Or  perhaps  of  the  teachers  of  the  faith,  who  appeared  with  sword  in 
hand  to  enforce  their  cruel,  rapacious,  and  immoral  demands.  Ilerrera  be- 
lieves Montezuma  would  have  become  a  Christian  had  he  dared,  doc.  ii.  lib. 
viii.  cap.  ix.  But  Duran  states  that  according  to  the  native  records  all  the 
three  captive  rulers  were  baptized,  and  that  Father  Olmedo  had  told  him 
he  believed  such  was  the  case,  al^ough  the  rite  had  not  been  administered 
by  himself.  Hist,  Ind.^  MS.,  ii.  445.  This  question  will  be  discussed  in  a  later 
chapter. 

^*  *  Sed  ciertos,  que  de  aqui  a  maiiana  llouera,  y  tendreys  el  mejor  alio  quo 
jamas  aueys  tenido.    Ilerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  vi. 

''^ Tapia,  Uel.,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  586;  Ilasart^  Kirclien  Geachic/Ue, 
ii.  520;  TorfjueTnada,  i.  464. 
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prepared  to  yield  everything  without  a  struggle.  To 
this  insignificant  and  hated  band  of  intruders  they 
had  practically  abandoned  their  country,  by  acknowl- 
edging serfdom  with  tribute.  Daily  they  submitted 
to  wrongs  and  indignities*  The  sacred  person  of  their 
king  had  been  profaned,  their  nobles  brought  to  the 
dust.  Now  should  they  submit  to  this  destruction  of 
their  gods?  If  so,  the  heavens  and  earth  would  come 
together,  grinding  them  to  powder  I 


CHAPTER  XX. 

THE  CUBAN  GOVERNOR  IN  PURSUIT. 

1619-1620. 

Thb  Mexicans  Thbeaten  Revolt— The  Cleboy  in  Abms— They  De- 
nounce THE  Conduct  of  Montezuma — The  Empeeor  Declares  he 

CAN  NO  longer  RESTRAIN  HIS  PEOPLE — TiDINOS  OF  VeLAZQUEZ'  FlEET — 

Sailing  from  Cuba  op  an  Expedition  under  Narvaez — Arrival 
IN  Mexico — Conflict  with  Cortes — Interchange  of  Threats  and 
Courtesies— Attempted  Union  of  Forces- Narvaez  Remains  Loyal 
to  Velazquez — Desertion  of  Some  of  his  Men  to  Corti^ 

War  now  seemed  inevitable;  for  if  earthly  powers 
availed  not  against  the  invaders,  heaven's  artillery 
should  disperse  the  impious  foe.  If  feeble  man  by 
fearful  combinations  be  brought  low,  surely  the  gods 
may  yet  defend  themselves  from  insult. 

Hitherto  it  had  been  the  higher  nobles  only  who 
harbored  designs  against  the  Spaniards,  but,  while  no 
longer  cemented  by  the  accustomed  despotism,  they 
were  held  in  check  by  their  jealousies,  their  party 
politics,  and  fear  for  their  possessions.  A  stronger 
influence  than  these  was  at  hand,  however.  Now  for 
the  first  time  the  lesser  nobles  and  the  common  people 
were  aroused.  The  outrage  on  the  idols  afiected  all. 
And  the  clergy,  who  out  of  regard  for  their  high- 
priest,  the  emperor,  had  remained  passive,  now  felt 
themselves  struck  in  a  vital  part.  Their  influence, 
supremacy,  and  means  of  support  were  all  involved, 
and  the  power  of  the  priesthood  was  as  great  here  as 
among  other  superstitious  peoples.  How  far  they 
worked  upon  the  nobles  and  plebeians  is  not  clear, 
but  their  interviews  with  Montezuma,  although  held 
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AGAIN  CORT£S  DISSEMBLES.  3o5 

only  to  give  the  signal;  nay,  did  he  delay  to  do  so, 
they  would  rise.  But  he  loved  Malinche;  had  he  not 
proved  this  by  his  devotion?  He  wished  to  save  the 
Spaniards;  and  now  he  warned,  he  implored  them  to 
leave  the  city  before  it  would  be  too  late.  They 
might  take  all  his  treasures;  nay,  he  would  give  each 
man  a  load  of  gold  if  they  would  only  go.^ 

The  tone  and  manner  of  the  prince  convinced  them 
that  his  words  were  sincere.  Cortds  deemed  it  best 
to  feign  compliance.  He  thanked  the  emperor  for  the 
interest  manifested  in  their  safety,  and  replied  that 
since  he  and  his  gods  and  people  so  desired  it,  they 
would  comply;  but  having  no  vessels,  time  must  be 
allowed  to  build  them.*  This  was  perplexing,  but 
Montezuma  overlooked  everything  on  hearing  that 
the  Spaniards  were  ready  to  leave.  He  insisted  no 
further,  knowing  well  enough  that  he  and  the  other 
captives  would  have  to  follow  if  a  withdrawal  from 
the  city  was  required  before  the  means  of  transport 
had  been  found.*^  He  had  seen  that  it  did  not  take 
long  to  construct  ships,  and  offered  the  necessary 
carpenters  to  fell  and  prepare  timber,  as  before. 
Meanwhile  he  would  endeavor  to  appease  his  vassals, 
pointing  out  that  an  uprising  would  be  disastrous 
also  to  himself  and  them.  Martin  Lopez  was  at 
once  sent  down  to  Villa  Rica  with  Andres  Nufiez, 

'  *  Yo  08  dar^  para  vos  dos  cargas  de  oro,  6  una  para  cada  chripstiano.  *  Oviedo, 
iii.  607;  Gomara^  Hist,  Mex.y  138.  Herrera  increases  this  to  four  loads  for 
Cort^  and  two  loads  for  each  horseman,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  vi.  And  Duran 
heard  that  a  ship-load  of  treasures  was  offered;  but  the  pious  Cort6s  was  too 
intent  on  converting  souls  to  accept  the  bribe.  Pizarro  y  Orellarta,  Varojte'i 
Hvstre^,  91;  Benicu  Diaz^  Hist.  Verdad.,  86.  Montezuma  had  become  at- 
tached to  many  of  the  Spaniards,  including  the  courteous  general,  and  really 
wished  them  well. 

*  *  Dixo  a  vn  Espa&ol  de  los  doze,  q  fuesse  a  auisar  a  los  compafieros  q  so 
aparejassen  por  quanto  se  trataua  cd  el  de  sus  vidas.'  Oomaray  HisL  Mt^., 
137-8.  This  author  and  others  state  that  Cortds  gives  thanks  for  the  warning, 
and  offers  to  go  whenever  he  is  bidden.  Montezuma,  equally  polite,  tells  him 
to  select  his  own  time.  When  ready  to  leave  he  will  give  a  load  of  gold  to 
each  man,  and  two  for  himself.  Cortt^s  thereupon  brings  up  the  question  of 
vessels. 

*  *  Cortes  le  dixo q  por  fuerca  aula  de  ir  el  MOtecuma  con  nosotros,  para 

que  le  vca  nuestro  gran  Emperador.'  Bemal  Diaz,  iJist.  Verdad.,  86.  It  is 
not  probable  that  this  was  said  on  the  present  occasion,  however^  and  it  would 
only  have  irritated  the  emperor. 
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We  must  now  go  back  to  Cubj 
long  since  we  left  the  irate  gov 
Velazquez  1  C6rdoba,  Grijalva, 
uties  sent  out  to  conquer  for  bin 
been  a  drain  on  him,  bringing  bac 
in  slaves  and  gold.  Deeply  as  1 
they  had  not  yet  aflfected  his  ob( 
difficulty  that  he  waddled  about 
avengers.  With  the  aid  of  F 
Benito  Martin,  whom  Velazque; 
on  his  behalf,  had  obtained  for  '. 
sion,*  with  the  title  of  adelantad 
discovered  under  his  auspices  t 
October,  1519,  saw  busy  prepar 
for  an  expedition  as  well  againj 
zuma.^° 

There  was  no  trouble  in  obtaini 
created  by  the  visit  of  Puerto( 

became  so  used  to  sleeping  in  his  clothes,  and 
that  he  almost  discarded  the  bed  during  his 
could  take  only  short  naps.  *  Esto  he  dicho,  poi 
los  verdaderos  Conquistadores,  y  como  estav 
annas,  y  a  velar.*  Jlist.  Verdad.^  80. 

•  This  was  dated  Saragossa,  November  13,  1 
usurpation  of  the  fleet,  as  Las  Casas  observes,  i 
position  of  adelantado  not  only  over  Yucatan, 
discovered  by  his  expeditions,  but  over  any  fur 
In  connection  with  this  title  was  granted,  to  h 
of  the  revenue  accruing  to  the  king  from  the 
quest  and  settlement  one  twentieth  of  the  same  i 


self  and  heirs,  from  any  one  island  that  he  mig] 

".  supplies  of  food, 

by"  him  during  his  life,  were  to  be  free  of  duty. 


supposed  to  be  all  islands.    All  supplies  of  fo 


royal  plantation  near  Habana  was  transferred 
conferred  of  300,000  maravedis.  A  number  of  < 
the  promotion  of  economic,  politic,  and  spiritu 
A  s3mopsis  of  the  commission  is  given  in  Las  Cast 
misunderstands  the  Carta  de  Velazf^uez  of  Octob 
tiie  governor  had  not  received  notice  of  his  app 
tiierefore  wrong  in  taking  Gomara  to  task  for  say 
peusamieto  [to  thwart  (3art6s],  auino  que  llego 
perador,  y  el  titulo  de  Adelantado,  y  cedula  de  ] 
Hist.  Mex.,  140. 

JO  Carta  de  Velazquez,  October  12, 1519,  in  Pa 
xii.  246-51.  Solis  assumes  that  the  preparation 
by  the  news  of  the  receptioQ  accorded  in  Spain 
Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  42-4.     But  this  supposition,   I 

Sression  of  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xviii 
ores  reached  Spain  only  in  October,  ana  were 
they  saw  the  emperor. 


left  the  impression  that  ship-loads  of  gold  had  been 

forwarded  from  the  new  region  to  Spain,  and  the 
island  was  consequently  in  a  ferment  with  excite- 
ment So  great  indeed  became  the  desire  to  enlist 
that  Velazquez  would  in  any  case  have  been  obhged 
to  form  an  expedition  to  prevent  the  people  from 
going  on  their  own  account  to  reinforce  Cortes, *^  At 
first  it  was  announced  that  the  governor  would  go  in 
person,  and  so  prevent  fui-ther  rebellion.  But  Velaz- 
quez never  thought  of  such  a  thing;  he  was  too 
corpulent,  he  lacked  courage,  and  he  could  not  aban- 
don his  interests  and  his  post  in  Cuba,  leaving  the 
island  scantily  provided  with  defenders.  Further  than 
this,  he  had  confidence  in  the  legal  right  conferred  on 
him  over  the  new  country  and  over  any  expedition  he 
mii^ht  send.  His  announced  reasons  were  the  duties 
of  liis  office,  which  deman<led  his  presence  more  than 
ever  owing  to  the  prevalent  suiall-pox  epidemic. ^^ 

Among  the  many  candidates  eager  for  the  command 
were  BaTtasar  Bermudcz,  a  relative,  Vasco  Porcallo 
de  Figueroa,  and  Pdnfilo  de  Narvaez,  the  first  two 
mentioned  already  in  connection  with  Cortes  appoint- 
ment. With  Bermudez  the  governor  could  come  to 
no  arrangement,  and  with  Poi'callo  he  managed  to 
quarrel  after  selecting  liim^^^  so  that  he  was  left  with 
no  other  choice  than  Narvaez.  This  was  the  hidalgo 
of  Valladohd,"  whom  we  have  met  before,  who  had 
joined  Velazquez  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Cuba, 
and  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  its  conquest.  This 
over,  he  had  married  a  rich  widow,  Maria  de  Valen- 
zuek,  possessing  a  number  of  towns,  and  had  accepted 
civil  positions,  such  as  procurador  for  the  island,  and 
contador  in  the  newly  discovered  region.     Narvaez 

1'  •Cbnociendo  que  U  gete^  de  vna  man  era  o  de  ottUj  w  aum  de  jt,  a^jordft 
de  recogcirla, '  Iftrrerat  due.  ii*  lib.  ix-  cap.  xviii. 

^*  Let^r  to  I^fuaroa^  Nov,  17,  1510,  hi  Ica^baJceiat  UoL  Doc.^  i.  400. 

*'  It  appeani  tlmt  Velazquez'  auspLcious  nature  hail  led  him  to  cast  rcflec- 
tiona  upon  Porcallo,  who  resented  them  by  tlirowing  u|)  the  appointment 
Hcrrcra  tells  the  story,  which  ia  not  very  iutere^tmff.  dec.  li*  lib.  ix.  cap.  xviii, 

^*  Bemal  Diaz  eaya  aJao  *  Ualladolid,  6  de  TudelL  de  Duere/  Hist.  I'trdad., 
246,  38. 


was  about  forty -t 
built,  with  a  long 
beard.  To  a  dee 
manners,  being  qu 

Dualities  were  su( 
>rdinarily  he  ex] 
careless,  headstro 
was  undoubtedly 
foresight ;  as  a  gei 
of  Cortes." 

By  virtue  of  h 
this  man  captain- 
the  new  country, 
rebellious  captain 
conquest,  and  to 
the  settlement.^® 
idle.    They  causec 
to  the  audiencia" 
be  opened  in  the 
of  God  and  the 
taken  by  the  proi 

**  *A  este  Narvaez  hi 
honr^ndolo,  de  manera  qi 
LcLS  CasaSj  Hist.  Ind.^  iv. 
BernaJ-  Diaz^  Hist.  VerdoA 

*®  In  a  letter  to  Judge 
ber  17,  1519,  he  gives  not 
of  the  expedition  is  to  pr 
the  natives.  That  very  d 
aid  Narvaez  in  the  prepai 
appointment  is  mentioned 
Spanish  dignitary,  wherei 
Pacheco  and  CdrdeiiaSy  t\ 

"  *Auiso  y  relacion  de 

auia  venido a  tomar  r 

are  safe  in  saying  that  Di 

>^  This  official,  Juan  G 
24th,  representing  that  ( 
on  the  natives  of  the  ne^ 
priated  Velazquez'  fleet  a 
injury  of  both.  Velazque 
two  parties  would  meet  a 
and  recover  the  country, 
taking  such  expeditions 
punished  in  person  and  e: 
to  investigate  the  case  ai 
Carrillo  presented  letters 
Reed  Audiencia  dc  la  Espo 


in  sending  proeuradores  to  Spain,  with  presents  and 
messages  to  the  king,  had  its  effect  on  the  audiencia, 
wluch  considered  not  only  that  his  case  had  passed 
beyond  them^  but  that  he  was  rendering,  and  hkely 
to  render,  greater  service  to  the  royal  interest  than 
was  his  rival.  By  no  means  predisix^setl  m  favor  of 
Velazquez,  they  moreover  sent  to  Cuba  the  prudent 
licentiate  Lucas  Vazquez  de  Aillon,  a  member  of 
their  body^  with  instructions  to  prevent  the  threatened 
dantrer. 

Accompanied  by  Pedro  de  Ledesma,  secretary  to  the 
audiencia,  and  the  alguacil  mayor^  Aillon  met  Narvaez 
at  Yagua,^^  ]>reparing  wtth  a  [portion  of  the  fleet  to  join 
the  rest  at  Guaniguanico.  Placing  the  captain  under 
injunction  not  to  leave  Cuba,  he  proceeded  to  the 
rendezvous  and  represented  to  Velazquez  the  evil 
which  must  result  from  his  project ^  urging  that  his 
duty  as  governor  and  loyal  subject  demanded  liim  to 
forego  personal  vengeance  and  interest,  and  finally 
forbidding  the  expedition  without  express  permissioa 
from  the  king.  The  governor,  who  appears  to  have 
obtained  more  definite  news  from  Spain  regarding  the 
wealth  and  promises  of  New  Spain,  was  more  deter- 
mined than  ever  to  carry  out  his  scheme.  Relying 
upon  tlie  grant  of  the  country  to  himself,  he  consid- 
ered that  he  had  every  right  to  claim  his  own  and  to 
treat  CorttSs  as  an  interloper.  At  first  he  refused  to 
recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  the  audiencia  in  the 
matter^  but  pretended  finally  to  fall  in  with  Aillon's 
views. 

It  was  accordingly  agreed  that,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote  the  interests  both  of  king  and  governor,  by 
rendering  available  the  costly  preparations  made,  the 
fleet  should  proceed  to  its  destination,  but  without 
Indians,  and  with  a  less  number  of  settlers  than  had 
volunteered,  Narvacz  might  i)resent  the  claims  of 
his  principal  upon  Cortes,  but  only  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  without   landing  any  forces.     If  they  were 

"  Fourt<^ji  Icsa^ca  w^t  of  Trinidftd, 


not  entertained,  he  must  sail  onward  in  quest  of  new 
discoveries.** 

Tn  the  presence  of  Aillon  instructions  were  given 
to  Narvaez  in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  but  the 
former  nevertheless  resolved  to  accompany  the  expe- 
dition and  watch  over  their  observance,  for  he  sus- 
pected the  sincerity  of  both  parties.^ 

The  expedition  was  the  largest  which  had  as  yet 
been  fitted  out  in  the  New  World,  and  consisted  of 
eleven  large  and  seven  small  vessels,  with  somewhat 
over  nine  hundred  soldiers,  including  eighty  men  with 
fire-arms,  one  hundrf3d  and  twenty  with  cross-bows, 
and  eighty  horsemen.  There  were  also  several  hun- 
dred Indians,  a  large  force  of  sailors,  and  a  park  of 
artillery,  together  with  ample  stores  of  all  kinds.^ 

^  *Todo  lo  qaal  se  a8ent6  desta  manera,  v  lo  did  por  instraccion  en  mi 

?resencia  al  dicho  Pdnfilo  do  Narvaez.*  Ayllon,  in  Carta  de  Audlenciay  in 
\icheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.^  xiii.  337.  For  fuller  text  of  this  aCTCcment 
seo  Ay  lion  ^  Parecer^  in  GoL  Doc,  Intd,^  i.  47G-9.  By  the  time  the  discovery 
voyage  was  concluded  the  king  would  have  decided  the  case. 

^^Tliis  creeps  out  in  his  report,  to  which  he  adds:  *Pareci6me  que,  pucs 
yo  principalmcnte  habia  ido  d  cstorbar  que  no  oviesen  debates  y  escdudalos, 
que  debia  scguir  mi  camino  hasta  los  dexar  pacificos.  *  Pachcco  and  Cdnlenas^ 
Uol.  Doc.f  xiii.  337.  The  account  of  his  efforts  in  Cuba  is  also  given  in  a 
special  letter  to  the  king,  written  by  him  at  Guaoiguanico  March  4th,  on  tlie 
eve  of  departure  for  Now  Spain.  This  letter  was  detained  in  Cuba  till  August. 
Pachcco  and  Cdrdcnas,  Col.  Doc. ,  xi.  439-42 ;  Col.  Doc.  laid. ,  i.  48 1 -<>.  Hcrrera, 
who  is  not  aware  of  the  agreement  with  Aillon,  assumes  that  Velazquez  and 
Narvaez  answer  his  protests  by  mere  assurances  that  they  intend  no  harm,  but 
will  talvo  care  of  the  king's  interest,  Narvaez  ending  the  discussion  by  bayinc : 
*do  qualquiera  manera  so  pensaua  embarcar  dentro  de  dos  horas.*  dec.  ii.  lib. 
ix.  cap.  xviii.  Bcmal  Diaz  also  states  that  Velazquez  relied  so  much  on  tho 
favor  of  the  bishop  that  ho  totally  ignored  the  protests  of  Aillon.  *Soldado3 
dixcron,  que  venia  con  intencion  de  ayudamos,  y  si  no  lo  pudiesso  hazer,  tomar 
la  tierra  en  si  por  su  Magestad,  como  Oidor.*  Hist.  Vcrdad.,  87.  Solis  sup* 
poses  that  Aillon  hoped  to  prevail  on  Narvaez  when  once  out  of  Velazquez'  reach. 
IJiftt.  J/cc,  ii.  47;  CorUSy  Carta-<t  117;  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  140.  The  governor 
evidently  feared  to  oppose  Aillon's  distasteful  resolution  to  embark,  lest  he 
should  induce  the  audiencia  to  adopt  a  more  forcible  interference ;  and  perhaps 
ho  thought  that  his  protests  could  be  more  safely  disregarded  the  farther  he 
was  removed  from  the  centre  of  government. 

*'*  At  the  review  in  CempoaLa,  New  Spain,  were  found  80  musketeers,  120 
archers,  GOO  infantry,  and  80  horsemen.  Gomaray  Hist.  Hex. ,  140.  Cortes  was 
toltl  by  Guevara  that  there  were  800  infantry,  including  80  archers  and  120 
musketeers.  CartnSy  110.  Oviedo  has  only  800  men,  but  with  200  horses, 
iii.  508,  while  Bemal  Diaz  raises  the  totals  to  19  vessels,  with  1300  to 
1400  soldiers,  including  80  horsemen,  90  archers,  and  70  musketeers,  but  not 
counting  the  sailors.  The  artillery  of  guns  was  in  charge  of  Captain  Rodrigo 
Martin.  Hist.  Verdad.,  8G-7.  Clavigero  adopts  18  vessels,  800  infantry,  85 
cavalry,  over  500  sailors,  and  12  guns.  Storia  Mess.y  iii.  113.  Aillon  vaguely 
nentions  'over  600  Spaniards  in  sixteen  vessels.'    'Sin  que  yo  lo  snpiese, 
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allegiance  to  Narvaez,  poured  into  the  ears 
wondering  countrymen  the  story  of  their  j 
brilliant  achievements.  They  told  of  the  vas 
and  resources  of  the  country,  of  the  wealth 
lated,  the  unfairness  of  Cortds  in  dividing, 
consequent  discontent  of  the  soldiers  and  th< 
of  their  position.^  This  tended  to  render  the  c 
Narvaez  over-confident,  so  that  his  rival  wa 
benefited  than  injured  by  the  story  of  the  d 
He  now  told  Aillon  that  he  would  land,  sinc< 
was  so  far  in  the  interior  and  the  vessels  i 
condition.  He  was  also  determined  to  form 
ment,  and  regardless  of  the  oidor's  protest 
was  founded  for  a  second  time  upon  the  sit 
present  Vera  Cruz.^  The  governor  of  Cue! 
hastened  to  send  presents  of  supplies,  as  ai 
courtesy  to  a  captain  whom  he  supposed  to 
friend  of  Cortds.  He  was  undeceived,  howe 
told  by  the  deserters  that  Narvaez  was  the  rej 
and  captain  sent  by  the  king,  while  Cortds 
men  were  fugitive  adventurers  whom  Narva( 
punish.  His  king  had  heard  of  the  outrage 
emperor,  and  had  sent  him  to  procure  his  re 
restore  order,  and  thereupon  to  return.  The  g 
reported  this  to  Montezuma,  who,  thinking  r 

Verdad.y  87;  Ilcrreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xviii.  Porras  gives  sevc 
ferent  names.  Cortes,  Besidencia,  ii.  500.  Cortes  appears  to  say  tha 
the  men  sent  by  him  to  bring  news  of  Narvaez  and  who  deserted.  < 
Aillon  speaks  of  one  man  who  came  on  board  of  his  vessel.  F: 
Cortes  had  instructed  the  Tndians  to  regard  any  foreign  arrivals  i 
tills  man  was  sent  to  reassure  them.  C'irta  de  A  udiencia,  in  Pacheco 
naSj  Col.  Doc. ,  xiii.  339.  It  appears  probable,  however,  liiat  Cort^' 
of  messengers  from  his  king  was  known  to  the  Indians. 

^'  *  Al^auan  las  manos  a  Dies,  quo  los  librb  del  poder  do  CJortei 
de . . . .  Mexico,  donde  cada  dia  esperauan  la  muerto . . . .  y  au  dezia  cl 

0  Narvaez,  Narvaez,  que  bien  aveturado  que  ores que  tiene 

de  Cortes  allegados  mas  do  setecietos  mil  pesos  de  oro,  y  todos  1 
estan  mui  mal  con  el.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  87. 

^  This  was  speedily  abandoned  for  a  camp  at  Cempoala.  Ail 
merely  a  camp  to  be  formed  near  a  well  supplied  town.  The  munic 
were:  'Alcaldes  hordinarios  4  Francisco  Verdugo,  cufiado  del  d 
Velazqnez,  casado  con  ima  hermana  suya,  6  un  Juan  Yuste,  su  cutia 
domo,  <S  rcgidores  d  Diego  Velazquez  6  Pero  Velazquez,  bus  sobrint 
zalo  Martin  de  Salvatierra  6  Juan  de  Gamarra.*  Carta  de  Audiencia 
and  Cdrdenas,  Col,  Doc,  xiii.  342. 


HC 

to  demand  the  i 
deserters  represei 
men.  This  task 
Juan  Ruiz  de  Gu 
gara,  Amaya  a  r 
nesses,^  and  lett( 
among  Cortes'  s 
allegiance.*^ 

Sandoval  had 
and  suspecting  t 
despatching  at  th 
soldiers,  disguises 
further  particular 
camp  a  whole  da] 
they  picked  up  v 
the  night  with  t^ 
the  old  and  infirn 
in  the  hills,  anc 
mainder  to  hold 
erected  in  a  con 
faint-hearted.  A 
before  the  quart 
receive  him,  and 
mander  s  house, 
that  little  or  no  ( 
herents  of  CortcJ 
he  began  his  ha 
Velazquez  and  t 
treason  fired  San 
servants  of  the  ] 


''  *Alonso  de  Vergara 
CebfiUoHy  in  Icazhalcela,  < 
writes  Amaya;  Cor  tea  ^  Ri 

^^  *Me  trajeron  maa  dc 
credit  to  the  statements  c 
that  they  would  be  rewai 

'^  While  selling  cheri 
the  treasures  of  Cortes  as 
Montezuma  and  his  subjt 
horses  belonged  to  this 
great  amusement  to  the 
in  Iccizbiiketay  Col.  Doc.j 
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Guevara's  character  as  a  clergyman  he  would  have 
him  chastised  for  his  impudence.  As  it  was,  he  re- 
ferred him  to  Cortes  as  captain-general  and  justicia 
mayor  of  New  Spain.  Guevara  likewise  grew  warm,^ 
and  a  war  of  words  followed,  which  the  commander 
cut  short  by  ordering  some  Indians  to  bundle  the 
three  principals  into  net  hammocks.  In  these  they 
were  carried  to  Mexico,  under  a  Spanish  guard,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  general.*^ 

When  Montezuma  first  received  news  from  the 
coast  governor  of  the  arrival  of  the  great  fleet,  he 
supposed  that  these  were  the  vessels  which  Cortes 
had  said  that  he  expected,  and  by  which  it  was  hoped 
he  would  depart.  Montezuma  at  once  seAt  for  Cortes 
to  impart  the  tidings.^  The  Spanish  general  was  not 
a  little  surprised  at  this  second  unusual  summons,  and 
still  more  when  told  that  his  vessels  had  arrived,  and 
that  new  ones  need  not  be  built.  While  he  was  yet 
puzzling  over  the  words,  the  emperor  produced  the 
painted  message  showing  a  fleet  at  anchor  oflT  Chal- 
chiuhcuecan.  "You  can  now  leave  in  safety,  and  all 
will  be  well,"  continued  the  monarch,  overjoyed  at  the 
thought  of  release."     "Thanks  be  to  God,  who  pro- 

**  He  ordered  Vergara  to  read  the  provisioDS.  Sandoval  declared  that 
none  but  a  royal  notaiy  should  do  so,  and  threatened  him  with  100  lashea 
unless  he  desisted.  Guevara  interfered,  and  waa  told  that  he  lied,  and  was 
alow  clergyman.  Bernal  DiaZy  Jlkt.  Verdad.^  88. 

'^  Alguacil  Pedro  de  Solis  was  in  charge.  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  88, 
describes  how  they  wondered  at  tlie  succession  of  great  cities,  etc.  The 
guard  consisted  of  twenty  men.   CorUsy  Cartas^  1 1 5. 

'^  Gomara  describes  somewhat  minutely  the  apprehension  created  among 
the  soldiers  by  this  summons,  in  face  of  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs.  111-4. 
Mex.y  138-9.  Bernal  Diaz  states  that  Montezuma  kept  the  news  back  for 
three  days,  while  he  communicated  with  Narvacz.  He  might  have  delayed 
longer,  but  feared  that  Cort<Ss  would  suspect  something.  Hint.  Vet  dad.  ^  87. 

*'  While  still  talking,  they  received  another  message,  saying  that  troops, 
horses,  and  gims  had  been  landed.  In  his  joy  Montezuma  embraced  Cortes, 
exclaiming  that  he  loved  him  more  than  ever,  and  saying  that  he  would  dine 
■with  him.  While  at  table  both  were  in  good  humor,  the  emperor  thinking  of 
the  departure,  the  general  of  renewed  conquests.  After  this  Montezuma  gave 
daily  feasts,  in  the  belief  that  the  task  of  entertaining  would  soon  be  over. 
Gonuirciy  Hist.  Mex.y  139.  It  is  more  likely  tliat  apprehensions  prevailed  on 
both  fcidofl,  Brnsaeiir  dc  BourlkJiiri;  ciiUs  attention  Uj  tlit^  fiiet  tlmt  no  stranger 
ha<]  till  tUeu  l»en  bo  far  honored  aa  to  sit  at  the  mmc  tabid  with  the  monarch, 
Iliat.  NaL  Vk\,  i\\  277. 
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the  listeners,  who  I 
liberal  a  leader.  E 
fccted,  and  despised 
Narvaez;  others  t( 
nized  the  evil  of  c 
subdued,  while  yet  < 
treasures. 

The  priest  brouj 
Cortes  expressed  do 
mander  of  the  expc 
hostile  measures  ha 
loyal  servant  held  tt 
carried  a  royal  comi 
to  be  obeyed;  othe 
fnendlv  agreement, 
not  only  to  them  b< 
supported  these  exp 
ful  arrangement  an 
Cortes  was  evident' 
to  aid  him  in  maim 
only  refused  to  lisi 
indignant  with  the 
idvocating  them.  '. 
were  inferior  to  his 

Cortds  had  eUcit( 
regarding  the  expec 
gance  and  parsimon 
proportion  of  his 
would  have  a  won 
come  for  gold,  and 
against  their  brctli 
information  was  no 


*^  CorWs  said  that  he  ( 
necessary  for  the  prcservatic 
vicsscn  solos.*  Omimra,  IJLsi 
similar  tenor  had  been  sent 
for  Ouevara*s  recommendati 
utterances  attributed  to  Na 
sure  that  so  wise  and  brave 
dice  of  king  and  comrades. 

*^  *Pprq  dadivas  quebrar 
Hxrr.  Mxx..  Vol.  I. 
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hurried  him  away,  1 
eral,  wherein  he  cla 
of  the  country  for  ' 
would  fare  ill  with  ] 
It  was  an  easy 
had  not  scrupled 
royal  oidor  in  a  m 
had  remonstrated  ^ 
such  as  forming  a  sc 
country,  spreading 
against  Cortes,  and 
from  taking  properl 
habitants.  No  atU 
mally  called  upon  N 
for  the  surrender  o 
go  elsewhere  to  set 
She  measures  of  N 
rather  than  by  loyal 
*gant  commander  co 
oidor,  he  said,  that 
among  his  men  was 
ous,  and  the  munici] 
and  carry  him  on  be 
had  arrived.  His  s 
on  board  another,  ar 
for  Cuba,  the  captai 
to  deUver  them  to  ^ 
however,  Aillon  per 
Espafiola,  which  he  i 
after  a  long  and  dar 


"According  to  Bemal  Di 
of  the  friar,  to  invite  the  la 
over.  Pretending  to  yield  t 
proper  persons  were  sent  to  c 
to  terms.  It  was  then  agrees 
vato  interview  between  Sie 
ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xxi. 

^*  The  reason  for  this  sep 
former  from  issuing  authorita 
as  Guevara  retum^i  from  M€ 
failed  to  reach  him ;  yet  Bern 
ated  accordingly.  Hist.  Verd 
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THE  COUP  DE  MAtTRE  OF  C0RT£S. 

Mat,  1520, 

DiflatAL  Peospects — EstPiRz  TO  Hold,  I^tvasiott  to  RepHj^-Thb  Aemt 
DmuEa— Alvakado  G  cards  Mojitezuma,  while  C^rt^  Looks  AiTEa 
Narva£2— The  Marck  SE.iWAEi>--THB  Ren^dezvous— Taz  CsrxAJf- 

TEC3  AND  TITEln  PiSES— OoHTtS  Sowg  AXLURDJG  WORDS  m  THE  CaMF 
OP  THE  En^WY— PROPOSAl-a  OP  pEACE  — DEFIANCE— KlOBT  AlTACK — 
CORT^  CAPTITRE3  NartAEZ  AJTD  HIS  ArMY. 

It  now  behooved  Cort^a  to  look  well  to  himself. 
He  might  win  a  score  of  Marathons,  but  one  Paros 
would  ruin  all  When  embarking  in  this  enterprise, 
he  was  to  all  appearance  little  above  the  common 
adventurer.  But  rare  talents  were  constantly  ap- 
pearing as  required  by  occasion.  Though  sometimes 
carried  away  by  excess  of  zeal,  he  had  proved  him- 
self an  adept  in  diplomacy.  Atid  for  one  hitherto  so 
sportive  and  pleasure-loving,  his  temper  was  now 
grave,  particularly  in  times  of  peril,  when  his  calm 
self-mastery  increased  with  increasing  danger*  The 
rhythm  of  battle  was  the  sweetest  harmony  that  could 
stir  his  soul,  and  yet  he  never  fought  but  for  a  pur- 
pose. On  gaining  an  advantage  he  indulged  in  no 
hohday  of  retrospect  or  repose;  so  long  as  anything 
remained  to  be  done  no  tune  was  wasted  in  sell- 
gratulations.  He  never  turned  from  danger,  but 
hastened  to  seek  it  out^  perceiving  it  even  in  the 
darkness,  intuitively,  and  always  looking  it  full  in  the 
face.  It  was  while  preparing  to  strike  that  the  enemy 
received  the  staggering  blow,  and  the  advantage  thus 
gained   was   followed  up  to   yet  greater  advantage 
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Narvaez  might  leave  him  in  comparative  peace.^  Who 
shall  say  that  his  good  fortune  may  not  still  favor 
him!  And  thereupon  he  resolved  to  move  his  camp 
nearer  to  the  enemy,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency, and  further,  to  give  himself  a  more  imposing 
appearance  by  the  addition  of  native  auxiliaries.  An- 
other reason  for  this  advance  was  by  his  presence  to 
counteract  the  defection  of  Indian  allies,  arising  from 
the  parade  of  a  superior  force  by  Narvaez,  and  from 
the  stamping  of  Cortds  as  an  impostor. 

He  laid  the  project  before  his  council,  showing  the 
danger  of  awaiting  the  advance  of  Narvaez,  whose 
ill-will  had  already  caused  their  property  to  be  de- 
clared confiscated  and  their  names  branded  with  dis- 
honor. Deserters  to  Sandoval  had  brought  news  of 
serious  discontent  in  the  enemy's  camp.  Hundreds, 
they  said,  would  be  ready  to  come  over  or  to  remain 
neutral  if  Cortds  showed  a  bold  front.  Indeed,  the 
protests  of  Aillon  against  a  fratricidal  war  had  been 
echoed  by  most  of  them,  intent  as  they  were  on  ob- 
taining gold,  not  on  slaughtering  countryoien.  It 
was  in  any  case  better  to  advance  and  secure  a  good 
position,  perhaps  to  surprise  the  careless  Narvaez. 
With  God  and  the  king  on  their  side,  so  they  claimed, 
they  could  not  fail  to  conquer.  Some  objections  were 
ventured  upon,  but  promptly  suppressed  by  one  of 
the  captains,  who  reminded  his  comrades  of  their 
glorious  achievements  under  Cortds,  and  their  prob- 
able fate  should  Narvaez  gain  the  ascendancy.  The 
result  was  an  unanimous  approval  of  the  plan  proposed ; 
and  Cortds  thereupon  commissioned  the  captains  to 
represent  the  matter  to  the  men,  and  to  ascertain 
who  were  willing  to  follow,  and  who  should  remain  in 
Mexico.^ 

'  *  Velazquez si  yiia  en  persona  no  podia  escnsar  de  respetarle,  annque  por 

Bu  buena,  y  bldda  condicion,  confiana  que  le  traeria  a  qualquier  buen  partiao; 
pero  temiaque  yendo  otro  qualquier  General.*  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xix. 

"^  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.^  144;  lUrrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xxi.;  Denial  Diaz, 
Hist.  Verdad.^  90.  '  Afirman  muchos,  quo  en  essa  sa^on  estaba  tan  bienquisto 
C<ivh&d^  i\u^^  A  todoa  Ida  cjtmicm  llcrar*  todos  se  fuuraji  trila  ei'  OuWo,  uL 
OOU,     WliiuU  isj  exaggei-atedj  as  ive  liavo  seen. 
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On  acquaii 
monarch  quei 
tility  shown 
that  it  was 
affairs.  He 
to  give  him  j 
their  king  or 
province  of  < 
were  a  rebel! 
Biscay,  and  i 
were  inferior 
with  the  desi 
their  protect< 
he  would  ha 
in  securing  i 
Alvarado,  th( 
him  he  recon 
requesting  tt 
tained.  Any 
rible  effect  or 
promised  tha 
only  guides,  I 
declined,  chie 
reUed  on.* 

'  'Debia  ser  algi 
of  the  reply,  Carlcu 
ally  as  *una  gente  -^ 
GotUs^  Beftidenciay  i 
protect  Montezuma 
was  ready  to  deparl 
Christianos  a  otroi 
clarcd  purposes  of 
answer  that  this  c 
their  king.  Both  "< 
The  rumored  enmi 
suffered  at  the  hs 
Bourbourg  follows 

**Aquello8  espf 
que  ^1  me  habia  dad 
119-20.  'Aun  pn 
de  guerra,  e  Cortes 
no  auia  menester.' 
pt.  iii  135.  Ixtlilx 
was  told  that  Azte* 
another  version  the 
Relacumes,  389, 41*2 


It  was  decided  that  all  who  were  not  wholly  in 
sympathy  with  Cortes,  should  remain  with  the  garri- 
son left  in  charge  of  Mexico,  since  self-preservation 
would  constrain  them  to  act  in  the  direction  of  his 
interest.  This  force  numbered  one  hundred  and  forty 
men,  and  with  the  loyal  Alvarado  for  captain,  Mexico 
was  regarded  as  secured.  The  defences  of  the  Span- 
ish quarters  were  strengthened;  all  the  guns  and  most 
of  the  fire -locks,  cross-bows,  and  ammunition  were 
left  with  the  garrison,  also  seven  horses.  Supplies 
being  not  over  abundant,  owmg  to  the  drought,  maize 
and  other  provisions  were  brought  from  Tlascala  to 
serve  in  case  of  need.  The  men  were  promised  wealth 
and  honors  if  they  remained  faithful,  and  their  some- 
what hot-headed  commander  was  exhorted  to  pru- 
dence. "You  are  few  in  number,"  said  Cortds  to  them 
on  leaving,  "and  yet  you  are  strong;  finally,  have  a 
care  of  your  prisoner.  "'^ 

About  the  middle  of  May  Cortds  set  out  from 
Mexico  with  seventy  Spaniards,  sworn  to  implicit 
obedieijce.*  There  were  also  native  carriers,  a  number 
of  prominent  Mexicans  as  hostages,  and  guides  who 
were  to  take  them  by  a  short  southern  route  through 

does  Zamacois,  who  sees  a  proof  thereof  in  the  offer  of  troops.  He  could  not 
communicate  with  Narvaez  for  want  of  interpreters,  and  had  he  wished  to  aid 
the  latter  he  would  have  attacked  the  Spanish  quarters.  Hist.  Mex,,  ii.  70-1. 
All  of  which  shows  that  this  author  is  not  profoimd  either  in  investigation  or 
argument. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  places  the  force  at  83  men,  with  10  cross-bows,  14  firelocks, 
4  large  guns,  falconets,  7  horses,  and  all  the  ammunition;  150  men  were  left, 
and  150  taken,  Oviedo;  a  little  over  50  were  left,  Tapia;  all  wished  to  go,  but 
200  were  left  and  250  taken,  including  the  men  of  Velazquez,  with  8  to  9 
horses,  and  a  force  of  carriers,  Gomara;  150  left,  250  taken,  with  a  number 
of  Indians,  IxtUlxochUl;  150  left,  Probanza  de  Lejafde,  B.  V.  de  Tapia,  who 
remained  with  Alvarado,  says  130;  Ramirez,  Proceso  contra  Alvarado,  36. 
Cort<Ss'  own  account  distributes  the  total  of  his  force  as  follows:  140  left  at 
Mexico,  150  absent  under  Velazquez,  70  taken  by  himself,  150  at  Villa  Rica;  but 
this  is  more  than  the  original  number  given  on  setting  out  for  the  plateau.  The 
Villa  Rica  force  may,  however,  have  been  reduced  by  later  drafts,  for  other 
authorities  allow  only  about  70  men  for  this  fortress.  In  the  Ramusio  edition 
of  the  darUiH  140  men  are  given  as  the  garrison  left  under  Alvarado,  while  60 
are  taken  by  Cortes,  Viaijgi,  iii.  244,  but  later  issues  place  the  former  figure 
at  500,  which  is  evidently  a  misprint.  However  much  the  figures  of  different 
writers  may  vary,  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  war  and  disease  had  made  a 
considerable  inroad  upon  them. 

^  'Fi^  capitan  delloa  a  Alonzo  Davilfir,*  Monjatas  and  Aguilar,  in  Ct^rUs^ 
J^esidejicitit  iL  43^  li}4. 
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Aztec  territory  to  the  coast.  Montezuma  accompanied 
him  to  the  Iztapalapan  causeway,  and  there  took  his 
leave  with  friendly  demonstration,  while  a  number  of 
chieftains  continued  with  him  for  some  distance  on 
the  way  to  the  Huitzilapan  plateau.  He  had  no  in- 
tention of  encumbering  himself  with  heavy  war 
material,  for  the  little  he  possessed  could  not  avail 
against  the  superior  armament  of  the  enemy.  His 
must  be  a  light  corps,  capable  of  quick  movements; 
stratagem  should  supply  the  place  of  numbers.  And 
now  what  hopes  and  fears  were  theirs  as  they  marched 
on  toward  the  sea!  Surely  so  brave  a  little  army  was 
never  more  beset  by  pitfalls  and  snares. 

On  reaching  Cholula  they  were  joined  by  Velazquez 
and  Rangel,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who 
were  now  the  mainstay  of  the  expedition.  About  a 
score  of  these,  suspected  of  favoring  too  strongly  the 
Cuban  governor,  were  sent  back  to  Mexico,  so  that 
the  enterprise  might  not  be  imperilled  by  treason. 
Among  the  remainder  were  distributed  the  gold 
collected  by  the  expedition  in  the  Tochtepec  and  ad- 
joining region,  in  order  to  encourage  loyalty."^ 

Unable  himself  to  visit  Tlascala,  Cortds  sent  Fran- 
cisco Rodriguez,  with  instructions  to  raise  a  force  of 
her  stanch  warriors.  He  succeeded  in  enlisting  sev- 
eral thousand;  but  as  it  became  evident  whom  they 
were  to  meet,  the  natives  recalled  only  too  vividly  the 
terrible  effect  of  Spanish  arms  and  prowess,  and  began 
rapidly  to  desert,  so  that  only  a  few  presented  them- 
selves before  Cortes,  and  they  were  dismissed  with 
presents.® 

^  *Que  aeria  fasta  catorze  mill  castellanos.'  Monjaras,  in  Cortis,  Heaideiicia, 
ii.  49.    *Cinco  o  sejrs  mill.*  Tirado,  in  Id.,  7. 

®  *Poni  lo  parccib  J]  aula  consegnido  su  intento.'  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x. 
cap.  i  Perha{>s  in  spreading  the  rumor  that  he  came  with  Indian  anxilia> 
ries.  Among  the  auxiliaries  were  400  men  from  Huexotzinco,  under  Pedro 
Gonzalez  do  Trujillo.  Tirado,  and  others,  in  CorUs,  JRe^ndtnicia,  i.  247  et  seq.; 
il  7  et  seq.  It  is  this  cxx>edition  of  Rodriguez,  assisted  by  Diego  Garcia,  Alonso 
de  Ojeda,  and  Juan  Marquez,  as  captains,  that  lias  misled  Gomara,  and  par- 
ticularly Hcrrera,  in  supposing  that  the  whole  expedition  received  a  grand 
reception  at  Tlascala ;  but,  beside  the  above  reference,  Cortds  intimates  clearly 
enough  that  he  did  not  go  that  way,  and  he  certainly  did  take  a  more  southerly 


During  the  march  to  the  coast  scouts  were  sent 
out  bj  tho  main  road  and  through  by-paths  to  gather 
information  of  the  enemy.  Not  far  from  Cholula 
Olmodo  rejoined  the  army,  with  a  letter  from  Narvaez 
demanding  submission.  Of  this  no  notice  was  taken  ^ 
for  although  the  latter  had  endeavored  to  intimidate 
the  envoy  by  holding  a  review  of  his  troops,  the  brave 
friar  had  sounded  the  disposition  of  the  men  too  truly 
to  be  alarmed.  He  seemed  rather  disposed  t^  under- 
rate the  strength  of  Narvaez,  and  with  a  sense  of 
the  ludicrous  be  amused  the  camp  with  his  description 
of  the  vanity  and  carelessness  of  the  leader,  and  the 
arrogant  assumption  of  the  officers.  When,  therefore, 
at  Queeholac®  they  encountered  Alonso  de  Mata/** 
notary  of  Narvaez,  wlio  had  been  sent  with  four 
witnesses  to  advise  Cortes  of  his  commission  and 
demands,  he  was  told  first  to  produce  his  own  creden- 
tials as  royal  notary,  and  being  unable  to  do  so  he 
was  refused  a  hearing.^^  The  official  mission  of  the 
messengers  being  thus  disposed  of,  Corti^'S  soothed 
their  wounded  pride  with  soft  words  and  hospitable 
cheer;  he  gave  them  presents,  and  took  care  before 
dismissing  them  to  feast  their  eyes  ou  the  gold  and 
jewels  which  he  caused  his  men  t^  display,  and  to  let 
them  know  that  thousands  of  Tlascaltec  and  other 
troops  were  on  the  way  to  join  him.  Their  report  to 
Narvaez  was  a  confirmation  of  Guevara's  statement, 
and  did  much  to  promote  the  growing  disaffectioa 
toward  Narvaez. 

route  to  the  const  than  oq  tho  previous  jonmay.  Cartas^  120.  Born^  Dial 
abo  Bays  ■.  *  cm  bit)  Cortca  »  Tluicaln,  fi  rogar , . .  .qtii*  noa  eIIlbiflsg^ca  do  presto 
qurttro  mil  honibrea.*  Htf^L  Vtrdad,,  Oi.  Preacott  f:ill3  not  only  into  this 
generally  adopted  error,  but  states  that  COO  troops  were  asked  for,  Mejt. ,  ii. 
243,  whilst  the  dimniclera  all  aay  from  4000  to  10, OCX).  *  La  maior  parte  de  eUos 
Be  Ix^b'iu,  porrjuo  ofiuella  Nfljcioii  jjo  eaUiba  acostuinbracL'i  ik  pefear  fuera  do 
en  Tierr,*/  Toi^unamla^  i.  4S2,  A  not  very  sound  excuse^  sinoe  their  troopa 
hatl  already  gone  to  Mexico. 

"  Aljout  twenty  leagues  eaet  of  CholuLi. 

^^  *  VcKiiio  dc  la  Pueblo,  (jue  era  ballcstero.*  BfTmtd  Diaz^  HUL  Vrrdadt  fW. 

**  'Pusolo  prcso  cu  an  piu  de  iuuigo/  Dem/mda  dr  CehaJioA^  in  frasbfilcela^ 
Col.  lJ(k'.f  i.  441.  Eat  this  i^  not  likely.  Bemal  Dtiiz  saya  that  Karvaez  wa* 
told  to  send  coniiimnicationa  to  Tampaniquita^  IfuiL  Vtrdad.,  91;  CotUji. 
J^t^mkHciOf  i,  ^43,  il  18ij* 


THE  CHT 

The  army  now  des( 
Ahuilizapan,  and  follow 
Huatusco.  This  town 
ated  on  the  head- waters 
Half-way  down  this  riv( 
Cempoala,  lay  the  town 
the  Rendezvous.  A  nun 
peared  with  complaints 
consoled  with  promises 
had  come  by  a  long  an 
avoid  the  enemv,  and  ! 
sixty  able-bodied  soldierj 
at  Papalote.*^ 

This  addition  raised  t 
and  sixty  men,  accordii 
eluding  the  deserters 
number  were  five  horse 
musketeers."  Thev  we 
brought  from  Mexico  \\i 
piles,  or  quilted  cottoi 
dirks,  a  miserable  outfi 
armed  troops  of  Narva< 
of  Cortes  had  found  a 
the  hands  of  the  Chii 
in  length,  which  struck 
weapon,  either  in  defenc 
ticularly  serviceable  aga 
hearing  of  Narvaez  arr 


'*  Torqnemada  and  Clavigero  a 
Diaz  is  sustained  by  Orozco  y  Bcrr. 
Diaz  also  mentions  Mitalaguito,  whi 
east.  //tV.  Verdacl.^  91.  Herrera 
by  which  he  means  probably  the 
Ian.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  i. 

"  Herrera,  ubisup.,  leaves  Ire 

5irobable.  Sandoval  arrived  at  tht 
fist.  Verdad. ,  92 ;  Cort^a,  BesidiTH 
before  this,  on  the  high  plateau,  1 
is  quite  at  sea  with  respect  to  the 
*^  Bemal  Diaz  and  Herrera  sa 
captains  and  five  horsemen;  Corto 
*^  *  Por  vn  peto,  6  capacete,  6  < 
noche  qujlto  nos  pidierft  por  ello. '  . 
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to  that  province  with  an  order  for  three  hundred 
of  the  pikes,  to  be  finished  not  with  the  usual  iztli 
head,  but  with  double  points  of  copper,  a  metal 
which  abounded  in  that  region.  The  natives  having 
previously  tendered  submission  to  the  Spaniards, 
Cortds  also  asked  them  for  two  thousand  warriors,  to 
join  him  on  pentecost  day  at  the  rendezvous.  Both 
of  these  requests  were  promptly  granted,  and  before 
the  Spaniards  wore  on  the  ground  the  messenger  had 
returned  with  a  force  of  Indians  bearing  the  weapons,'* 
with  points  superior  in  finish  to  the  models  sent.  The 
messenger  was  Tobilla,  a  soldier  from  the  ItaUan  wars, 
and  an  expert  at  arms,  particularly  with  the  lance. 
Under  his  instruction  the  soldiers  soon  became  expert 
pikemen,  and  gained  no  Kttle  praise.  Add  to  this 
courage,  increased  by  many  victories,  their  admirable 
discipline,  their  influence  over  the  natives,  and  their 
knowledge  of  the  country,  and  the  little  band  assumes 
more  formidable  proportions. 

Under  the  several  influences  surrounding  him  the 
original  fierce  design  of  Narvaez  in  his  desdings  with 
Cortes  had  cooled  somewhat.  The  calm  confidence 
and  caustic  wit  of  Olmedo  tended  to  inspire  respect 
for  his  commander,  which  was  not  lessened  by  the 
rumor  of  vast  Indian  armies  massing  under  his  banner. 
Nor  were  his  men  apparently  inclined  to  turn  the 
Bword  against  their  countrymen* 

Before  the  return  of  Mata  he  despatched  a  com- 
mission to  Cortes  demanding  the  surrender  of  the 
country,  but  oifcring  him  liberty  to  depart  for  any 
other  region,  accompanied  by  those  who  wished  to 
follow  his  fortunes.  With  this  object  vessels  and 
stores  would  be  provided.  The  bearers  of  this  pro- 
posal were  his  old  friend  Andres  de  Duero,  Guevara, 
another  clergyman  named  Juan  de  Leon,  and  one  or 
two  others." 

'*  Thirty -eight  palmoa  long.  Ilfrrerti,  doo.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  ili. 

*'  Acfordiji^  to  Bemal  Diaz  this  commisaion  waa  ajTfmgcd  by  tbc  combined 
infiuGQce  of  Olix^odo  and  Ducro,  tlLiring  Olmodo's  hccoihT  viidt  to  tbu  camp. 
Th«  friar  appears,  huwtver,  Ui  have  been  tbere  but  onco,  when  bo  waa 


Duero,  it  will  be  rec 
Cortes  in  fitting  out  1 
fact,  without  his  intei 
hava  been  appointed  i 
dead,  and  it  was  quite  n 
that  Duero  should  des 
for  that  reason  had  joir 
Yet  his  sympathies  wei 
after  a  warm  embrace  1 
of  his  ducats.  Their  h 
tracted,  and  appears  to 
receiving  on  the  one  ha 
Narvaez'  plans  and  posi 
commg  fo^h  with  weig 
of  the  larger  sum  to  i 
Diaz  it  was  arranged  tl: 
able  grants  and  oflSces 
mayor  and  other  leade 
Narvaez  should  be  ca 
acknowledged  captain-j 
Whatever  may  have  be 
doubt  that  Duero  proi 
schemes  in  the  other  c; 

Guevara  and  the  oth< 
were  also  loaded  with  p 
porters  of  Cortes.  A^ 
charged  them  to  reply 

expelled.  Knowing  Salvatierra  1 
mayor,  proposed  tl^t  he  should  jo 
not  caring  to  trost  himself  within 
dislike  to  speak  with  a  traitor.  *  S 
'  best  it  is  to  be  prudent,  and  you 
Verdad.,  93. 

"  Duero  was  to  receive  the  sh? 
exj^edition  equal  to  that  of  Cort<^^ 
similar  to  his  own.  As  a  further  ii 
his  two  Cuban  servants.  On  taking 
Duero  asked :  *  What  has  your  wors  I 
was  the  reply,  *and  see  to  it,  SeAc 
my  conscience  [Cortes'  favorite  oa 
with  all  my  companions,  and  the  fii 
if  I  see  aught  contrary.  *  Bemal  Di 
Duero  and  Leon  warned  Cortes  ag 
sion.  CorUa,  Besidendaf  ii.  40. 
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but  a  royal  mandate,  and  would  hold  the  country  for 
the  king,  as  was  the  duty  of  a  loyal  subject,  and  to 
this  he  and  his  followers  were  prepared  to  pledge 
their  lives.  Still,  he  was  ready  to  meet  Narvaez,  each 
accompanied  by  ten  attendants,  in  order  that  their 
respective  claims  might  peradventure  be  happily  ad- 
justed. It  was  supposed  by  the  captains  of  Cortes, 
who  had  influenced  the  proposal,  that  the  result  would 
be  a  division  of  territory,  and  to  this  they  were  willing 
to  agree.^® 

Duero  had  been  requested  by  Narvaez  to  persuade 
Velazquez  de  Leon  to  visit  their  camp,  in  the  hope  that 
a  personal  meeting  might  win  him  to  their  cause.** 

Velazquez'  disregard  of  the  former  summons  from 
the  enemy  had  confirmed  the  faith  of  Cortes  in  his  loy- 
alty, and  since  a  visit  to  the  camp  of  Narvaez  migb^ 
lead  to  important  information,  he  advised  him  to  go, 
at  the  same  time  intimating  that  his  heavy  ornaments 
might  have  a  happy  effect  on  that  gold-thirsty  crew.^ 
With  a  view  to  temporize  he  was  authorized  to 
offer  himself  as  mediator  between  the  two  generals, 
and  with  a  supply  of  gold  for  bribes  he  went  over  to 
the  camp  of  Narvaez.  There  he  met  a  most  cordial 
reception.  Gently  the  commander  remonstrated  at 
his  adherence  to  a  traitor  who  had  so  deeply  injured 
his  relatives.     ''  He  is  no  traitor,"  repUed  Velazquez 

*•  Cortds  to  remain  governor  of  the  part  to  be  allotted  him  till  the  king 
should  decide.  Tapiciy  IM.^  in  IcnzbaJcct'i,  Col.  Doc,  ii.  588.  According  to 
Gomara,  who  senda  Vecdor  Alvarez  Chico,  Juan  Velazquez,  and  Juan  del 
Eio,  to  carry  tho  message,  Cortes  x^roposcd  a  private  interview  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  two  points,  whether  Narvaez  would  leave  Mexico  to  him  and  go  to 
Pdnuco  or  elsewhere,  aided  by  Cortjs  with  gold  and  supplies,  or  whether 
Karvaez  preferred  to  take  Mexico  and  give  him  330  or  400  men  wherewith  to 
pass  on  to  new  concxuests.  J  list.  Mcx.,  144.  The  last  proposal  could  only 
have  been  a  trap  to  secure  Nan^acz'  men.  Prescott  chooses  to  omit  the  pro- 
posal for  an  interview,  and  sends  instead  the  ultimatum  with  Duero,  a 
glaring  disregard  of  Cortes'  own  text,  as  confirmed  by  others.  CorUa,  Cartas^ 
121-2;  Oviedo,  iii.  314. 

^^  *  Dize  Narvaez,  y  en  todo  sn  Real  ay  fama,  qui  si  U.  merced  [Velazquez] 
vd  alia,  que  lucgo  yo  [Cortes]  soy  deshecho.*  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  95. 

^^  Bei-nal  Diaz  states  that  Cortes  made  the  request  in  a  manner  that  ap- 
peared to  Velazquez  an  attempt  to  probe  his  loyalty.  He  therefore  refused 
to  take  any  valuables  with  him,  but  was  finally  persuaded  Juan  del  Rio, 
Cortes'  equerry,  kept  him  company. 
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warmly,  "there  has  been  no  treason  either  acted  or 
intended."  He  would  not  listen  to  any  overtures, 
even  when  coupled  with  the  promise  of  a  command 
second  only  to  that  of  Narva^z.  "I  have  sworn  loy- 
alty to  Cortes,"  he  said,  "and  I  will  remain  true." 
Nevertheless,  that  he  might  not  appear  ungracious, 
he  promised  to  use  his  efforts  toward  the  recognition 
of  Narvaez'  supremacy.  A  review  of  the  troops  was 
held  to  impress  him  with  the  superiority  of  the  forces 
with  which  he  might  soon  have  to  contend. 

A  courtier  in  manner,  and  with  a  fine  presence, 
Velazquez  quickly  won  his  way  among  the  captains 
and  staff;  nor  did  he  fail  to  improve  the  opportunity 
by  presenting  his  general's  cause  in  the  most  attract- 
ive light.  No  little  weight  was  given  to  his  words 
by  the  heavy  gold  chain  which  fell  in  several  coils 
upon  his  breast.*^ 

Cortes  affirms  that  the  proposal  for  an  interview 
with  Narvaez  had  been  accepted,  and  that  he  was 
preparing  to  attend  it  when  the  warning  came  that 
advantage  would  be  taken  of  the  meeting  to  seize  or 
kill  him.^   If  treachery  was  intended,  it  is  more  likely 

*•  Bemal  Diaz  adds  that,  these  efforts  being  observed  by  Salvatierra,  Nar- 
vaez was  urged  to  seize  Velazquez,  and  this  would  have  been  done  but  for  the 
representations  of  Duero  and  others.  During  the  dinner  given  in  his  honor,, 
Captain  Diego  Velazquez,  nephew  of  the  Cuban  governor,  alluded  in  one  of 
his  remarks  to  Cort6s  as  a  traitor.  The  guest  appealed  to  Narvaez  a^inst 
such  expressions.  Diego  repeated  the  term,  ana  added  that  Juan  did  not 
deserve  to  bear  the  name  Velazquez.  Grasping  his  sword  the  latter  retorted, 
calling  him  a  liar.  He  would  prove  himself  a  l>etter  man  than  either  uncle 
or  nephew,  if  permission  was  granted.  The  others  had  to  interfere  to  pre- 
vent the  clashing  of  swords,  and  Narvaez  was  persuaded  to  order  the  turbu- 
lent visitor  away.  At  leave-taking  the  general  showed  his  annoyance,  and 
said  that  it  would  have  been  better  had  he  not  come.  Diego  Velazquez,  who 
stood  by  his  side,  added  a  threat,  to  which  Juan  rashly  retorted,  with  a  twirl 
of  his  beard :  *  Before  many  days  I  shall  see  if  your  prowess  equals  your 
boast.'  Alarmed  at  his  want  of  self-control,  Dnero  ana  other  sympathizers 
hurried  him  awav  before  he  could  utter  any  more  indiscretions.  Ho  and  the 
equerry  had  haroly  left  camp  before  some  horsemen  appeared,  as  if  in  pursuit, 
and  caused  them  to  increase  their  pace.  Hwt.  Vet-dad.,  95-6;  Herrera,  dec.  ii. 
lib.  X.  cap.  i. 

**  Cartas,  122.  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  the  proposal  for  an  interview  • 
came  from  Narvaez,  through  Duero,  to  whom  he  also  confided  the  intended 
treachery.  Olmedo,  who  had  pretended  to  be  won  over,  was  also  informed. 
Hint.  Verdad.y  93.  Herrera  supposes  that  Sandoval  warns  Cortes,  who,  ac- 
cording to  Gomara,  is  still  at  Mexico  when  the  proposal  comes.  Hist.  M*'X., 
144.  Solis  is  more  correct  in  ascribing  the  warning  to  Duero.  Hist.  Mex. ,  ii.  83. 
Hist.  Mkx.,  Vol.  I.    25 
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to  have  originated  with  Cort<5Sj  who  was  by  no  meaus 
scrupulous,  as  we  have  seen,  while  Narvaez  appears 
to  have  borne  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  honor.^  It 
is  still  more  probable  that  Cortes  invented  the  warn- 
ing in  order  to  be  free  before  his  followers,  and  before 
Narvaez,  to  carry  out  a  more  momentous  project, 
which,  with  the  increased  knowledge  of  affairs  in  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  with  the  growth  there  of  his  party, 
had  begun  to  unfold  in  his  mind. 

It  was  a  grand  conception;  yet  grander  still  the 
execution.  It  was  a  different  matter  with  a  small 
force  to  fall  upon  a  w^ell  appointed  army  of  country* 
men;  different  from  war  on  naked  savages,  to  sur- 
prise  them  by  night,  or  otherwise  to  vanquish  them. 
Yet  this  was  what  Cortes  now  proposed  to  do.  Nor, 
in  adopting  this  bold  measurej  does  he  lay  himself 
open  to  the  charge  of  rashness  or  recklessness.  His 
situation  waB  desperate:  he  must  conquer  or  be  ctm- 
qnered.  Cortds  was  no  abstract  theorist;  he  dealt 
mainly  in  concrete  facts;  not  necessarily  demonstrated 
facts,  but  facts  reached  often  by  intuition  alone. 
With  facts,  intuitively  or  practically  arrived  at,  he 
kept  himself  well  stored.  He  possessed  many  noble 
qualities,  but  on  the  whole,  as  we  have  seen,  his 
character  was  not  cast  in  an  immaculate  mould.  He 
was  exceedingly  religious;  and  while,  as  I  have  said, 
he  would  not  let  religion  stand  in  the  way  of  his 
ambition,  yet  he  was  more  bigoted  than  any  of  his  fol- 
lowers. Aside  from  the  chivalrous  abandonment  of 
himself  to  fate,  and  the  brilliant  achievements  theuco 
arising,  there  was  little  admirable  in  him.  He  knew 
nothing  of  lofty  magnanimity,  although  he  did  many 
magnanimous  acts;  he  knew  nothing  of  pure  disin- 
terestedness, or  a  generosity  of  soul,  although  he  was 
ofttimes  exceedingly  generous.  He  had  none  of  that 
sunse  of  unswerving  justness  and  sensitiveness  to 
wrong  which  characterized  Grijalva.     His  self-posses- 

^*  The  fact  that  he  allowed  Kiich  d^ageroua  men  aa  VeUziquez  de  Leon  wad 
Olmedo  to  go  free  indicates  that  he  harbored  uo  treachery. 
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would  no  longer  show  forbearance  toward  the  traitor; 
he  set  a  price  on  the  head  of  Cortes,  announced  the 
estate  of  his  followers  to  be  confiscated,  and  pro- 
claimed open  war  against  them.^ 

Immediately  after  despatching  his  ultimatum  Cortds 
broke  camp  and  followed  his  messengers  at  a  quick 
march.  ^  At  Rio  de  Canoas,  or  La  Antigua,  Velazquez 
came  up  with  letters  from  Duero  and  others.  They 
had  probably  been  written  under  a  preconcerted  ar- 
rangement, for  they  were  read  to  the  leaders  and 
discussed,  the  result  being  a  unanimous  resolution  to 
advance.  So  forward  they  went,  Cortes  exclaiming, 
'*  Death  to  the  ass  or  to  him  who  drives  it!"^ 

Crossing  the  swollen  river  with  some  diflSculty,^ 
he  hurried  on  to  Rio  ChachalacaB,  over  a  league  from 
Cempoala,  where  camp  was  formed  quietly  and  with- 
out tires.^^  This  sudden  movement,  coming  immedi- 
ately after  Duero  s  interview  with  CorttSs^  confirms  the 
Bupposition  that  a  plot  had  been  concocted  by  them, 
which  was  to  surprise  Narvaez  under  advantageoui* 
circumstances  arranged  by  confederates.  There  were 
to  be  no  half-way  measures;  all  must  be  staked  on 
one  cast.^ 

''  *  Darift  doa  mil  piiios,  a  qulan  mftta^e  a  Homando  Cortes,  o  a.  Qod^o 
dfi  Sandoijal/  fffrrci'fi^  ilcc*  ii*  Ub»  k*  cap.  i,  ^Tmia  m&ndado  do  Diego 
Veliiztj^uea  que  li  ml  y  li  cierto*  (^o  loo  d©  mi  c<:)mjmftL!*  qne, . .  .noa  iihorcaae,* 
Cort^s^  Ctirla^^  121.  'HLza  pl^x;e30  eu  forma  contra  Corti^s,  y  por  eu  aeo- 
tcneia»  le  coudGiio  A  muerto/  Ixttitxochil^,  IlisL  Chick.  ^  300;  Gmnara^  Hid. 
Mtx.,  143,  14fi, 

*^  * Bciido  xk  do3  horos  ^cjue  se  partid  el  Jnnn  Velasquez,'  »*y«  Bermd  Biast, 

^  Implying  that  since  ^arvacz  would  not  listen  to  rejisoTi,  Cortes  or  ho 
should  die.  *VolAiwjuez  dixo  aL .  .  X'ortca  que  -ulomlc  yy^  que  yva  a  b 
camescerifl/  Ttjttimonio,  in  Cort^n,  AV^iW^rm,  i,  249;  ii.  9,  50j  lSo-6.  On 
tho  wny  to  Rio  de  Cano»3t  where  they  arrivttti  the  day  after  leaving  camp, 
two  hogs,  with  navel  on  the  back,  were  killetlt  sm  incident  w*hieh  many  in- 
terpreted as  a  BLgn  of  victory.  Vclaaiutiz  leaving  ftrrived  witli  tha  messenger 
who  earned  the  ultimatum,  tho  army  procoetled.  DfTftal  I/ktz,  Ifijd.  Vtrdad., 
93.  *  Anduvinioa  aquel  din  casi  dic^  Wguoa/  Tupia^  in  Icashalttla^  CoL  Doc,^ 
ii.  .-iSS. 

'^  T^ro  men  were  drown  ed  in  crossing  the  atream.  Herrrra^  decii.  lib,  3C.  Cfl-p  Ji* 

*'*Dofi  lei^iifts  lie  loa  contrartos.'  Tu-pln^  Ikl.,  in  IcashaktUt^  CqL  I  Joe, 
*  Fniihos  a  dorndr  a  vn  naohuelo,  adudo  uatava  ca  aqnella  sasitui  vna  puet© 
obi-a  da  rna  lejrua  de  CepoaL'  Bfrttai  Biai,  J /int.  i'erdatL,  0(3*  Prescott  here 
evidently  foUowa  tliu  cmjocoua  topography  of  Solia,  who  confuses  tliiii  crcsk 
with  Kio  Canoas.   ///<  J/rx,^  ii.  8t>;  C'<jr^^*f,  lie^hleiidaj  L  249;  iL  50, 

*^  'Como  yo  de^eaba  cHtar  UkIo  cftcdudiLlo,  jmrtwiomu  que  miria  el  menoai 
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Calling  his  men  round  him,  he  made  one  of  those 
stirring  appeals  in  which  he  knew  so  well  how  to  ani- 
mate their  spirit  and  touch  their  heart.  He  reviewed 
their  right  to  the  conquest,  and  their  promises  to  hold 
the  country  for  the  king.  "And  now  comes  this 
emissary  of  Seiior  Velazquez/'  Cortes  continued,  "full 
of  envy  and  treacherous  design,  to  appropriate  the 
fruit  of  your  hard- won  victories.  This  pompous  Nar- 
vaez,  while  seizing  your  riches  and  clothing  himself 
in  your  glory,  would  load  you  with  impositions  and 
brand  you  with  dishonor.  Will  you  submit  to  this? 
Will  you,  who  have  overcome  mighty  hosts,  who  have 
seized  empires,  who  even  now  hold  monarchs  in  your 
hands,  will  you  place  your  necks  in  the  yoke  and 
humbly  submit  to  the  unjust  demands  of  this  instru- 
ment of  your  ancient  enemy?  God,  who  has  always 
been  with  us,  will  still  fight  on  our  side,  if  we  will 
be  true  to  him  and  true  to  our  king.  We  must  fight, 
and  it  is  for  life;  ay,  and  more  than  life — for  honor 
and  glorious  inheritance."  Cheer  after  cheer  burst 
from  the  men,  while  the  captains  hastened  to  assure 
Cortes  that  they  would  follow  him  to  the  deatL^ 

Although  it  was  generally  understood  that  coopera- 
tion was  expected  within  the  enemy's  camp,  the 
prudent  general  made  no  mention  of  the  fact,  lest  it 
might  render  the  men  less  self-reliant.  He  pointed 
out,  however,  that  their  opponents,  although  more 
numerous  than  they,  were  unused  to  war,  efeminate, 
disheartened  from  hardships,  and  discontented  with 
their  commander.  He  explained  the  arrangement  of 
Narvaez'  camp,  and  divided  the  force  into  three 
parties,  under  the  command  respectively  of  Sandoval, 

yo  ir  de  noche,  sin  ser  sentido y  prenderlo  [Narvaez] ; porque  los  dem^ 

qnerian  obedecer  d  la  justicia,  en  especial  que  los  inas  dellos  venian  por  fuerza. ' 
Cortes,  Cartas,  123-4. 

^  He  also  stated  that  offers  had  been  made  favorable  to  him  alone,  not  to 
them,  hence  he  had  declined  them.  'Muera  el  asno  6  quien  lo  aguija.'  Any 
other  course  will  disgrace  us,  was  the  concluding  remark,  whereupon  we  lifted 
him  upon  our  shoulders  and  carried  him  round.  Tapia,  ReL,  in  Icazbdlcefa, 
Col,  Doc.,  ii.  588-9.  'Hizo  muchas  ofertas,  y  prometimietos,  que  seriamos 
todos  muy  ricos.*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  98.  It  would  be  his  fault, 
not  theirs,  if  success  failed.    Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  z.  cap.  ii. 
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Olid,  and  himself,  the  position  of  the  former  as  algua- 
cil  mayor  and  comandante  on  the  coasts  and  the 
second  as  maestre  de  campo,  entitling  them  to  this  dis- 
tinction, young  as  they  were,  particularly  since  Cort^a 
retained  the  du-ection  of  aflFairs,  To  the  former,  aided 
by  Jorge  and  Gonzalo  Alvarado,  Alonso  de  Avila,  and 
eighty  men,  was  intrusted  the  task  of  attacking  Nar- 
vaez'  special  quarters,  with  the  formally  worded 
command  to  seize  him,  dead  or  alive,®*  As  a  further 
inducement  toward  the  accomplishment  of  this  im- 
portant end,  rewards  of  three  thousand,  two  thousand, 
and  one  thousand  pesos  respectively  were  promised 
to  the  first  three  soldiers  who  should  secure  the 
goucral,^  OHd  received  the  important  order  to  capture 
the  artillery,  from  which  the  greatest  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended.  With  him  were  Andres  de  Tapia, 
Diego  Pizarro,  and  others.  Cortes  himsdf  was  to 
follow  and  render  aid  where  most  needed,  supported 
by  Ordaz,  Grado,  the  brothers  Chico,  and  others.^ 
The  password  was  '  Espiritu  Santo,'  suggested  by 
Olmedo  with  reference  to  pentecost  day,  on  which 
all  these  events  took  place. 

Wliile  occupied  with  their  preparations  a  deserter 
aiTived,  sent  by  Duero,  it  seems,  to  warn  Cortds  that, 

^*-  *  Gonzalo  de  S^oual,  Al^azil  mayor  desta  Nuaua  EBpana,  por  bu  Magea- 
tad,  yxias  miuido  q  preadaya  df  ciierpo  do  Fanfilo  do  Nanraez,  e  &i  66  oa  del  on- 
diere,  timtadle,  que  aefii  coovieno  jif  acrvicio  do  Dios,  y  do  au  Mitgestatlj  y  1* 
prendio  o.  vn  Oidor/  CoTinteTOigned  by  Secretary  Fedro  Henuuidez.  Bemtil 
l>iaz,  HkL  Vcnla(Lt  03;  Taputf  JieLjin  Jtazbaiceta^  CoL  Doc.,  ii.  590, 

*^  Herrera  TNTit^a  3000,  1 500,  and  1000  pesos  do  oro.  Cortina'  acta  are  said  by 
tlic  men  of  Velazquez  to  bavo  bcoii  prompted  by  'mi  diabiilico  peasaitiiento  i 
itiiemal  oaadia,'  J}^imiiida  df.  Ci'bndi*^^  in  IcmJbalc^la^  C<.tL  iJoc,  i.  441 , 

*<i  Tho  abovo  agrees  cbiefly  with  Herrera,  who  attaigna  Sandoval  60  men^ 
and  names  a  number  of  tbe  leading  membot^  of  each  party.  Tho  pnrtiefl  were 
to  keep  a  Btono'a  throw  apart  One  of  Corti^'  squads  woa  to  look  to  the  ca- 
cique's pake c J  aud  another  to  Alcalde  YiiBtc*a  quartera.  dec,  iL  Hb.  3C.  cap.  iii. 
Ho  ia  evidently  confused  on  many  pomts,  and  several  name3  ure  guessed  at, 
Bemal  Diaz  atatca  that  Pizarro,  with  60  young  men,  moludmg  hhnaelf,  was 
charged  to  capture  tho  artillery ;  SandovaJ  rocoiYed  00  men  i  Velazquez  de  Leon 
also  a  force  of  60,  wherewith  to  attack  Diego  Velazqnez'  qnartere;  Cort(^  re- 
mained with  a  reserve  of  20,  It  is  more  likely  tlmt  a  higher  officer^  like  01id» 
received  the  order  to  capture  the  artilleiy,  rather  than  tho  comparativLly 
unkuown  Pizairo-  Velazque;&  de  Loom  doea  not  appear  tg  have  been  dottulod 
for  his  ciiargo  till  afterward,  Cortt^a  names  only  Sandoval  im  tho  loader  of 
one  party  of  SO  lueti,  he  himself  following  wttli  the  renmining  170.  CarloA, 
1*23.     Solia  rsTeraoa  Herrent's  order,  NinL  Mex. ,  ii,  91-2. 


advised  of  his  approach  by  the  Indians,^  Narvaez 
had  taken  alarm,  and  was  forming  the  best  part  of 
his  troops  in  the  field"  between  mm  and  Cempoala- 
To  this  he  had  been  prompted  also  by  the  more 
watchful  of  his  captains,  who  had  not  miled  to  ob- 
serve the  growing  sympathy  for  the  rival  general. 
This  most  unpleasant  change  of  tactics  disconcerted 
Cortes  not  a  little,  and  for  the  time  he  could  do  noth- 
ing but  remain  in  camp,  protected  in  front  by  the 
creek.  Fortune  again  came  to  the  rescue,  however, 
in  the  form  of  a  heavy  rain,  which  fell  all  Sunday. 
It  was  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season.^  Most  of 
Narvaez'  men,  unused  to  military  service,  and  ener- 
vated by  the  frivolous  inactivity  of  the  camp,  found 
this  highly  disagreeable,  and  began  to  complain  at 
what  they  termed  an  unnecessary  precaution  against 
an  insignificant  foe.  The  friends  of  Cortes  did  not 
fail  to  take  advantage  of  this  feeling  by  ridiculing  the 
manoeuvre,  representing  that  no  troops,  much  less  a 
handful  of  boasters,  would  think  of  attacking  in  such 
weather.  They  would  in  any  case  be  far  more  secure 
within  their  strong  quarters,  and  by  leaving  an  ad- 
vance post  in  the  field  timely  warning  could  be  given. 
This  appeared  to  be  reasonable,  and  since  Narvaez  by 
no  means  relished  the  exposure,  he  gave  orders  to  re- 
turn to  quarters  before  dusk,  leaving,  however,  a  body 
of  forty  horsemen  on  the  plain  and  two  spies  at  a 
brook  ford,  about  half  a  league  ofi*.  The  remainder  of 
the  horses  were  kept  saddled  at  the  entrance  to  the 
camp,  and  the  men  were  instructed  to  sleep  on  their 
arms,  prepared  at  any  rate  to  reoccupy  the  field  in  the 
morning.     The  watchword  was  '  Santa  Maria.' 

Cortes  was  occupied  in  devising  new  measures  when 

"  The  stout  cacique  had  remoustrated  with  the  general  on  his  carelesanessy. 
assuring  him  that  Malinche  with  his  Teules  was  tar  different.  *  When  you 
least  expect  it  he  will  be  here  and  will  kill  you.*  Although  the  warning 
was  received  with  laughter,  yet  the  hint  was  not  lost.  BernaX  DiaZf  Hist^ 
Verdad.,  96. 

"^  Eighty  horsemen  aod  500  infantry.  '  Y  lleg6  casi  una  legua  de  donda 
yo  esta£t.*  CorUSt  Cartas,  123. 

*^Laet,  Nov.  Orb.,  221;  HaJduyt's  Voy,,  iii,  467. 


^^itiJ^?^-''"^*  past  n, 

elicited  n„)  ^^z  /osf  ^?'®aci , 
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of  the  captains,  friendly  to  Cort^,  ridiculed  the  story 
as  a  dream,  and  entertained  the  general  with  specu- 
lations about  the  projects  of  the  audacious  rebel.** 
While  so  occupied  the  alarm  of  the  sentinels  was 
heard.  Cortes  was  upon  them.**  Narvaez  at  once 
became  the  self-possessed  commander,  and  hastened 
to  issue  the  necessary  orders.  There  was  a  rush 
to  arms,  and  the  confusion  was  increased  by  the 
appearance  of  innumerable  fire-flies,  which  the  be- 
sieged mistook  for  the  fire-arms  and  spears  of  a  large 
army.*'' 

In  order  to  avoid  the  range  of  the  guns,  Cortes  had 
kept  his  men  along  the  sides  of  the  approaches,  and 
on  finding  himself  discovered  he  shouted,  "Close  with 
them !  At  them ! "  Fife  and  drum  joined  in  and  echoed 
the  cry.*®  Olid  rushed  on  the  battery,  ranged  along 
a  terrace  on  the  ascent  to  the  commander's  house.  So 
sudden  was  the  attack  that  those  of  the  artillerymen 
who  still  remained  loyal  had  time  to  discharge  only 
one  gun,  which  killed  two  men.**  The  next  instant 
Olid,  Pizarro,  and  their  followers  had  practically 
secured  the  pieces,  and  were  pressing  the  defenders, 
who   offered  little   resistance.     At   the    same    time 

^  Expressing  the  belief  that  Cortes  would  be  foolhardy  enough  to  attack 
in  the  morning.  Tapia,  Bel,,  in  [cazbalceta^  Col,  Doc.,  ii.  589. 

^  ^Llegamos  junto  k  las  oentinelas  sin  que  nos  sintiesen,  d  iban  huyendo  4 
diciendo :  Arma,  arma ! '  Id,,  590.  * Auisado  Naruaez,  y  so  estaua  vistiendo  vna 
cota :  y  dixo  aquie  le  auisb,  no  tengays  pena,  y  mandd  tocar  al  anna. '  Herrerck, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iii. 

*^  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  99,  calls  the  flies  cocayos. 

^^Prescott,  following  Herrera,  makes  Cort^  shout  the  password  'Espiritu 
Santo,'  which  Bemal  Diaz  says  was  given  as  a  secret  word  for  mutual  recog- 
nition. 

*^  So  say  all  the  original  authorities  that  refer  to  it,  except  Bemal  Diaz, 
who  claims  that  four  guns  were  fired,  three  balls  passing  overhead  and  the 
fourth  killing  three  men.  Cort^  acknowledges  no  casualties  from  it.  Tapia 
even  intimates  that  no  discharge  took  place,  owing  to  the  fact  that  to  protect 
the  touch-holes  from  rain  they  had  been  covered  with  wax  and  tiles.  Con- 
fused by  the  sudden  alarm  the  artillerists  applied  the  match,  forgetful  of  the 
wax,  and  'we  saw  that  the  charges  failed  to  go  off.'  Bel.,  in  IcazbcUceta,  Col. 
Doc,  ii.  590.  Perhaps  he  would  have  been  more  correct  in  saying  that  the 
men  were  confused  by  the  glittering  bribes  of  Usagre.     Bachiller  A.  Perez 

testifies:     *Dixo  al  artillero  poned  fuego  a  estos  tiros puso  fuego  e  no 

salieron  los  tiros  e  oyo  dezir  este  testico  que  avian  puesto  cera  en  los  dichos 
tiros. '  CorUs,  Besideneia,  ii  85.  This  implies  that  the  wax  had  been  smeared 
on  by  accomplices. 
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Sandoval  rushed  past  and  hurried  up  the  stair-way 
to  the  summit,  where  Narvaez  stood  to  receive 
him.**  A  volley  of  arrows  and  bullets  was  fired  at 
him,  but  being  poorly  aimed,  out  of  consideration 
for  comrades  below,  he  escaped  unharmed.  Nothing  • 
daunted,  Sandoval's  followers  pressed  onward  in  a 
compact  column,  and  in  a  moment  they  were  on  the 
summit  platform.  "Surrender!"  shouted  their  leader 
with  resolute  confidence,  to  which  Narvaez  responded 
with  a  jeer,  calling  on  his  men  to  spare  no  traitors. 
But  the  order  was  an  empty  one,  for  their  swords  and 
short  Spanish  lances  availed  nothing  against  the  line 
of  bristling  copper  points  on  the  long  pikes  of  the 
attacking  party,  and  step  by  step  they  were  driven 
backward  into  the  building.  What  they  did  with 
their  fire-arms  or  cross-bows  is  not  stated. 

Meanwhile  Cortes  was  doing  brave  work  below. 
One  body  engaged  the  cavalry,  unhorsing  with  the 
all-effective  pike  those  who  had  managed  to  reach  the 
saddle,  and  cutting  the  girths.  Another  body  turned 
their  attention  to  the  reinforcements  which  came 
rushing  from  the  adjoining  quarters  to  the  scene  of 
action,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  confusion  and  the 
darkness,  reUeved  only  at  fitful  intervals  by  the  moon, 
their  cool  opponents  readily  disarmed  the  greater  num- 
ber, so  that  but  a  small  proportion  made  their  way 
through  the  besieging  lines."  While  thus  occupied 
they  heard  a  shout  from  above,  "Victory!  Victory 
for  Cortdsl  Narvaez  is  dead!"*"  Cortes  immediately 
caused  the  cry  to  be  taken  up  by  the  rest  of  his  men, 
which  added  to  the  confusion  of  the  enemy. 

It  appears  that  Sandoval,  although  reinforced  by 

^  With  from  40  to  100  men,  are  the  different  estiraates. 

Bi '  Vinien  Ice  contrarios  d  nuestra  gente,  creyendo  one  eran  de  los  sayos,  4 
TOreguntar,  **iq}i6  es  esto?"  ^asi  los  prendien.'  Tapiaj  BeL,  in  IcazbcUceta,  Col. 
Doc.,  ii  590.  'De  las  otras  dos  torres . ^ .  .no  le  acudierd,  porq  dizen  algunos 
que  se  hizieron  sordos,  otros  que  no  pudieron  llegar,  por  el  impedimento  de 
las  tropas  de  Cortes.*  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iii.;  Cardona,  in  CorUa, 
Residencia,  i.  181-2. 

^'  *  Uitoria,  yitoria  por  los  del  n5bre  del  Espiritn  S&to,  q  mnerto  es  Nanraez ! 
BemcU  Diaz,  HitL  Vtrdad,,  08.  Even  this  authority  now  shouts  forth  the 
password! 
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to  his  aid."  By  the  time  the  guns  were  in  position, 
most  of  the  forces  of  Sandoval  and  Olid  were  free  to 
aid  Velazquez  de  Leon  in  the  task  of  reducing  the 
quarters  in  which  Salvatierra  and  Diego  Velazquez 
still  held  out. 

They  were  summoned  to  submit  to  the  king  and 
to  Cortes,  under  pain  of  death,  but  gave  a  defiant 
answer.  The  guns  were  now  brought  into  play,  and 
fired  first  over  their  heads  to  frighten  them.  As 
the  balls  came  whizzing  by,  the  blustering  Salva- 
tierra, who  had  sworn  to  eat  the  ears  of  Cortes, 
declared  himself  sick.  His  fierceness  changed  to 
abject  fear,  and  his  men  asserted  that  they  never 
saw  a  captain  behave  so  contemptibly.  The  shots, 
supported  by  promises,  soon  brought  about  the  sur- 
render of  this  pyramid. 

The  last  to  hold  out  was  Diego  Velazquez,  a  brave 
fellow,  well  liked  by  his  followers;  but  after  a  few 
more  parleys,  and  the  loss  of  three  men  from  well 
directed  shots,  his  party  was  also  prevailed  on  to 
descend  and  deliver  up  their  arms,"  the  leaders  being 
secured  and  removed  in  irons  to  the  chapel,  the 
wounded  receiving  there  the  attentions  of  a  surgeon. 
Cortes  looked  in  to  examine  their  condition,  and  as 
the  whisper  reached  Narvaez  that  the  hero  of  the 
day  was  present,  he  turned  and  saicf:  "  Senor  Cortes, 
you  may  hold  high  the  good  fortune  you  have  had, 
and  the  great  achievement  of  securing  my  person." 

"  *Se  retrajeron  d  una  torre  alta  de  un  idolo  de  aquel  pueblo  casi  cuatro- 

cientos  hombres,  6  muchos  de  los  de  caballo salieron  al  campo.'  Tapia, 

Jif'l.f  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc,  590.  Herrera  says  that  300  intrenched 
themselves  till  the  morning,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iv.  Cortes  reached  the 
battery  just  in  time  to  prevent  a  catastrophe,  as  Tapia  relates.  A  hot- 
bloo<led  young  companion  of  the  latter,  carried  away  by  excitement,  rushed 
to  powder  barrels,  eight  in  number,  and  shouted,  *  Let  us  fire  the  powder 
and  spoil  it  for  the  enemy !  *  Cleaving  a  barrel,  he  cast  a  brand  into  it, 
and  threw  himself  flat  upon  the  ground,  commending  his  life  to  God.  It 
happened,  fortimately,  that  this  barrel  contained  sandals,  which  by  some 
mistake  had  been  mixed  up  with  the  ammimition.  After  waiting  in  vain 
a  while  for  the  explosion,  the  madcap  discovered  the  reason  and  began  to  o[)en 
another  barrel.  At  this  moment  Cortes  came  up,  and  learning  of  his  inten- 
tion he  rushed  forward  and  snatched  away  the  brand. 

^®  Including  also  Juan  Yuste,  Juan  Bono,  and  Gomara. 
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With  a  twinkle  of  malicious  merriment  Cortes  re- 
garded for  a  moment  his  fallen  foe,  whose  insuffer- 
able conceit  did  not  desert  him  even  here,  and  said: 


"  Seflor  Narvaez,  many  deeds  have  I  performed  since 
coming  to  Mexico,  but  the  least  of  them  all  has  been 
to  capture  you."^ 

^^  Oviedo,  iiL  510.  Bemal  Diaz  lengthens  Cort^'  reply:  He  thanked  God 
for  the  victory  and  for  giving  him  such  valiant  gentlemen  and  companions  tc 
aid  him.  One  of  the  smallest  things  he  had  done  in  New  Spain  was  to  secure 
and  defeat  him ;  it  appeared  more  daring  to  seize  an  oidor  of  his  majesty. 
Las  Casas  relates  that  Narvaez  had  a  not  disaimilar  surprise  by  night  fronr 
Cuhau  liidLaDti,  during  kis  campaign  tar  V^ekzqucZj  ami  imd  a  narrow  escape. 
Mini,  Iiid.t  iv.  6-S. 
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»  Carttu,  124;  Cw 
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to  make  more  secure  his  magnificent  prize  before 
the  all-searching  sun  should  disclose  the  paucity 
and  poverty  of  the  victors,  Cort<5s  seated  himself 
in  state,  arrayed  in  a  wide  orange-colored  robe,  and 
ordered  the  conquered  troops  to  pass  before  him, 
and  swear  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  fealty  to  him  as 
captain-general  and  justicia  mayor.  This  was  done 
by  nearly  all,  some  humbling  themselves  and  kissing 
his  hand,  while  the  late  hostile  leaders  and  old  ac- 
quaintances were  recognized  with  friendly  greetings 
and  embraces.^ 

Meanwhile  Olid  and  Ordaz,  each  with  a  corps,  set 
out  on  the  captured  horses  to  summon  stragglers  and 
seek  the  forty  troopers  in  the  field.  Duero  and  other 
friends  of  Cortes  being  among  them,  little  persuasion 
was  needed  to  win  the  party  over,  and  shortly  after 
dawn  the  whole  cavalcade  came  in  to  the  sound  of  fife 
and  drum,  shouting  vivas  for  Cortes.*  High  above 
this  noise  were  heard  from  a  window  the  voices  of 
two  women,  named  Ordaz,  filling  the  air  with  their 
loud  philippics.  '*  Villainous  Dominicanos ! "  they  cried 
to  the  soldiers  of  their  own  party,  "the  distaff  would 
better  suit  you  than  the  sword.  A  good  account  have 
you  given  of  yourselves  I  Unfortunate  women  we 
to  have  come  to  the  wars  with  such  men  I"    Truly 

this  was  not  done  for  want  of  a  leader.  Nor  did  they  favor  his  advice  to 
plunder  the  baggage  of  Cort^,  which  was  protected  only  by  Indians,  and  to 
embark  with  Diego  Velazquez.  Carrasco  accordingly  proceeded  alone  to  the 
baggage  camp,  and  securing  a  horse  and  lance  he  returned  and  urged  them 
to  follow.  He  had  evidently  supernatural  means  wherewith  to  penetrate  the 
besieging  force,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iv.  Duran  allows  Cortes  to  form  ambus- 
cades and  leap  walls,  so  that  the  arms  are  secured  ere  the  men  of  Narvaez  can 
form  in  defence.  Hist.  liuL,  MS.,  ii.  453.  Peter  Martyr  disposes  briefly  of 
the  matter,  and  assumes  that  the  chief  captains  of  Narvaez  were  seduced, 
dec.  v.  cap.  v. ;  Castellaiios^  Varones  ilusCrea  de  IndiaSy  71-2 ;  Oalvano's  Discov., 
144-5. 

^  '  Cortes  se  mand6  pregonar  por  Capitan  general,  y  justicia  mayor,  de  ambos 
exercitos.'  Carrasco  was  three  days  in  stocks  before  he  yielded  obedience. 
JJerreray  ubi  sup.  *  Y  todo  esto  era  de  noche,  que  no  amanecia. '  Bemal  Diaz^ 
Hist.  VerdcuL,  99. 

^  *  Viua,  viua  la  gala  de  los  Romanes,  que  siedo  tan  pocos,  han  vencido  a 
Narvaez !'  to  which  Guidelo,  the  negro  jester  of  Narvaez,  added,  *  Behold !  the 
Roinans  never  performed  such  a  feat.'  Benial  Diaz,  Hi»L  Vfrdad.t^^  TTcrrera 
flpoiiks  mor^  at  length  of  tho  eayingiS  of  tliU  iw^ra,  who  wius  rewardeil  witli  a 
crowii  of  gold  woi*tli  (JOO  duciits.  dee.  ii.  lib.  x,  cap.  iv. 
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might  Narvaez  exclaim  ^ 
fair  ally,  Queen  Artemis 
suers,  *'My  men  fight  1 
like  men."  The  Ordaz  \' 
with  their  tongues,  and 
And  thus  relieved  they 
did  homage  to  the  vict 
could  to  check  this  exc 
might  engender  ill  feelinj 
the  noisiest  enthusiasts,  i 
rewarded. 

The  cacique  of  Cemp 
wounded  during  the  bat 
oflfer  fealty  to  the  victor  I 
Cortes  received  his  dem< 
taken  place  to  mar  their 
abode  with  Catalina,  w 
during  his  previous  occ 
chiefs  vied  with  one  anc 
fortunate  mistake  by  in 
tality,  while  many  amoi 
necessary  to  excuse  theii 
that  they  had  been  dece 
had  assured  them  that  ' 
was  their  chagrin  in  the 
few  the  victors  were  and 
And  where  were  the  mud 
At  the  same  time  they  c 
who  had  achieved  sue! 
Narvaez  and  his  support 
was  due  wholly  to  treac 
in  the  action  of  the  art 
much  truth,  but  the  cor 
qualities  of  Cortt^s  shine 

*  *  I  saw  Narvaez  in  Spain  in  1525 
as  a  traitor.  He  asked  but  royal  pe 
enemy;  furthermore,  he  was  a  liar, 
been  betrayed  by  those  in  whom  ] 
chronicler  cannot  excuse  his  carele 
Cortes;  and  he  told  him  so.  lii.  31G 
Hist.  Mkx.,  Vol.  I.    26 


402  ALVARADCS  MERCILESS  MASSACRE. 

And  the  cost  of  this  glory  and  advantage,  how  insig- 
nificant it  was!  Four  of  his  own  men  and  fifteen 
of  the  enemy,  including  a  captain,  beside  a  nmnber 
wounded  on  both  sides;  this  was  all.* 

In  his  report  to  the  king  Cortds  seeks  to  gloss 
over  the  occurrence  by  stating  that  only  two  men 
were  killed,  intimating  that  it  was  on  both  sides. 
There  was  a  deeper  reason  for  this  and  other  false- 
hoods than  the  wish  to  hide  the  bloody  result  of 
fratricidal  conflict.  He  was  still  doubtful  as  to  the 
view  taken  in  Spain  of  his  conduct,  and  could  not 
afford  to  prejudice  his  case  by  laying  bare  every 
misfortune.  He  was  aware  that  even  to  the  im- 
partial observer  he  must  appear  as  a  defaulter  in 
the  duty  owing  by  him  to  a  principal,  and  in  the 
agreement  or  partnership  which  he  had  formed,  and 
also  as  the  usurper  of  an  expedition  fitted  out  in  the 
name  and  under  the  auspices,  at  least,  of  Velazquez. 
His  plea  rested  on  his  brave  and  masterly  conquest 
of  a  rich  country,  and  on  his  election  to  independent 
command  by  a  party  formed  on  the  pretence  that 
the  superior  interests  of  the  sovereign  demanded  the 
immediate  subjugation  of  the  country.  But  his  ac- 
ceptance of  that  command  was  a  breach  of  duty  and  of 
contract;  the  right  of  the  party  to  act  as  it  did  was 
doubtful,  and  its  pretence  hasty,  or  perhaps  usurped 
from  Velazquez,  who  had  first  entertained  it;  while 
Ihe  commission  to  undertake  the  conquest  had  already 

*  Bemal  Diaz  m^rttions  fifteen  [a  misprint  of  don  for  doce  inakca  it  oaJy  five] 
-deaths  innong  NaiTao*'  men,  including  Captain  RoJ(lb,  Alft^rcz  Fuentea,  who 
■W&3  an  hidiilgo  of  ScjWIIb,  aiid  Cvirretciro,  otio  oi  the  deserters  from  Cort^Sa'  ex- 
plo  re  ra*  Co  rti^  loa  fe  f on  r.  flisL  Vtrdcul. ,  09.  Cortt^s  pru  de  ii  tly  rnontioiiB  to  the 
km II  only  two  deaths,  but  leaver  it  unc*?rt4tin  to  wJmt  Bjde  they  belonged 
Varias,  V24,  Com&ra  oiiiiins  them  for  Cort£'3,  and  statea  that  NuLrvaea  lost  hta 
eyi\  hifl  honor,  and  sixteen  mtm.  If  inf..  .l/ejt.,  HS.  C!ort^  loi^t  two  men  and 
one  woundcil ;  Niirraez  pleven,  H^rrera^  doc.  ii*  lib.  x.  cap.  iv.  C'ort^  foiar, 
Kar\lifiz  elevc?n,  besides  nmoy  woimded  on  Ixith  sides.  Vtfantvri,  TetjUro  Jf&c*, 
pt»  iii,  138.  Molia  aupjxjaes  th^t  two  wtiund^d  of  Cort^^a'  ami y  died,  making 
lout  m  all,  while  NarraeK  lost  fifteen.  Hi^L  .1/r^.,  ii*  101.  One  version  cbitna 
ithat  Nai-vaez  lost  Efteco  by  arms  and  six  by  firo  in  the  burning  of  the  qtiarteT^ 
"which  ia  probably  au  exaggeratiou.  Niirviu^  loet  a\\  hia  propert^^  including 
iiote»  of  lumd.  l}*TJtanda  fU  VehaJhts,  m  Jaxzhalrrta^  Cot.  Doe.,  u  442,  Tht 
t<^timony  in  f7ort(*j,  Re^sidtneia^  i,  ii,,  T&ri(>a  from  twelve  to  sixttjeit  for 
Narvat^z, 
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been  conferred  on  the  latter.  Velazquez  held  besides 
the  right  of  a  discoverer  to  this  coast,  and  above  all 
the  royal  grant  to  it,  vaguely  worded  though  it  was  so 
far  as  indicating  the  situation  and  extent  of  territory. 
He  had  a  right  to  claim  his  own;  though  circum- 
stances had  so  changed,  Cortes  claimed,  as  to  render 
this  perilous  to  the  interests  of  God,  the  king,  and 
the  people,  which  rose  above  those  of  individuals;  and 
in  ignoring  the  orders  of  the  audiencia  to  desist  from 
war  on  his  countrymen  he  followed  only  natural  law 
and  justifiable  impulse,  In  this  respect  Cortes  was 
equally  guilty,  since  his  duty  was  to  yield  to  the 
rightful  claimant.  He  pleads  in  his  letter  to  the  king, 
however,  that  self-preservation  obliged  him  to  resist, 
for  Narvaez  had  determined  to  hang  him  and  several  of 
his  followers.  Here  he  again  hides  the  fact  that  favor- 
able terms  were  at  one  time  oflfered.  "Had  Narvaez 
carried  off  the  victory,"  he  continues,  "it  would  have 
been  with  a  great  loss,  which  must  have  so  weakened 
him  as  to  surely  enable  the  Indians  to  succeed  in  their 
meditated  revolt.  This  would  have  lost  the  country 
to  the  king  and  to  the  faith,  and  twenty  years  would 
not  have  sufficed  to  regain  it."^  In  brief,  howsoever 
we  admire  Cortes,  however  much  we  would  prefer 
his  banner  to  that  of  Velazquez  or  Narvaez,  we  must 
admit  that  he  had  hardly  a  shadow  of  right  on  his 
side,  and  that  no  position  in  which  he  could  possibly 
place  himself  was  tenable.  He  was  a  defaulter,  pirate, 
usurper,  renegade,  traitor,  outlaw,  hypocrite;  but  he 
was  a  most  lovable  villain,  an  admirable  soldier,  a 
rare  hero.  On  the  other  hand,  Velazquez  was  right. 
But,  though  deeply  injured,  he  was  disagreeable; 
though  foully  wronged,  he  was  vanquished.  And  the 
Spanish  monarch  was  not  the  first  or  last  to  smile 
on  iniquitous  success,  or  turn  the  cold  shoulder  to 
whining,  disappointed  virtue. 

^  Ovieclo  looks  on  Cort^*  reasons  as  insufficient  to  justify  his  procedure, 
such  OS  ortlering  Narvaez  to  be  seized,  and  demanding  of  him  to  exhibit  a 
royal  commission,  'as  if  Cort^  had  been  appointed  by  the  king.*  Velazquez, 
as  the  principal  who  sent  him  forth,  had  every  right  to  remoye  him.  ixL  316. 
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In  the  course  of  the  morning  the  soldier  Bar- 
rientos,  who  had  been  staying  in  Chinantla,  arrived 
with  the  promised  Chinantec  warriors,  two  thousand 
in  number.^  They  had  reached  the  rendezvous  on 
pentecost  day,  as  ordered,  but  Cortes  had  found  it 
convenient  to  advance  on  Cempoala  sooner  than  he 
had  intended.  An  imposing  sight  they  presented 
as  they  marched  by  amidst  vivas  in  a  file  of  three 
abreast,  gorgeous  with  plumes  and  shields,  the  centre 
man  with  bow  and  arrows,  while  his  companions  on 
either  side  carried  the  formidable  pike,  tipped  with 
gHstening  iztli.  It  was  fortunate  that  they  had  failed 
to  arrive  in  time,  since  much  bloodshed  was  saved 
thereby.  In  fact  the  soldiers  of  Narvaez  expressed 
a  fear  that  they  would  have  fared  badly  with  such 
opponents.  Cortds  was  nevertheless  delighted  with 
their  coming,  since  this  proved  not  only  the  sincerity 
of  their  friendship,  but  showed  the  conquered  that  he 
did  indeed  control  native  armies.  Distributing  some 
beads  and  trinkets,  he  bade  them  return  peaceably 
under  the  supervising  care  of  Barrientos. 

One  of  the  first  measures  after  the  fight  was  to 
secure  the  fleet;  and  for  this  purpose  a  suitable  force 
was  sent  down  to  the  port  to  take  the  vessels  to  Villa 
Rira,  nnd  remove  the  sails  and  rudders,  so  as' to  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  any  to  Cuba.®  Shortly  after,  when 
the  masters  and  crews  had  tendered  allegiance,  the 
vessels  were  placed  in  charge  of  Pedro  Caballero, 
captain  of  one  of  the  vessels  under  Narvaez,  in  whom 
Cortes  had  great  confidence.*    The  fortress  was  again 

'  Bemul  Dia2  pliicca  the  number  at  1500^  while  Coballoa  rai^t^  it  to  3000^ 
Yi Elder  Ilercclia,  und  pliicea  the  arrival  a.  day  or  two  later*  HpiTcra  £LSsuinfc3 
tliat  they  oomti  in  time  to  niarcb  with  CortL^aon  Cempoala.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  i, 

**  llenTol  Diaz,  J/ifil.  Vfrda/L,  100,  natiies  Fnuicisco  da  Lugo  as  the  captain 
of  this  i^arty,  but  Tinido  states  that  bo  had  been  aciit  back  to  Mexico  aa  aii 
adh  rout  of  Velazquez.  CortcSj  I^emlfuci^i,  ii.  G.  '  D'u'i  con  los  oucc  navioa 
quo  t'l  dicho  mi  jartc  alii  tenia,  al  tra\^<.^a,  6  lea  fizo  i]uemar.'  JJfTnatnIa  if* 
Cfbn^tm^  ill  Ir^tzimU'tta,  CoL  Dor.^  i.  442.  Bcfual  Diaa  alao  iatiniates  that  all 
but  two  vtidiicilii  worn  dcstrayed  when  tlic  amiy  proceeded  to  M^jxieo  oiid  onij 
afttuwarxl.  I/iiti.  Vt-rd(uL,  100.  It  is  not  prol>ablej  however,  that  more  tlian 
n.  f'.*w  were  dcatroycd,  because  uuseaworthy.  Some  were  '^vTCck^d  a  few 
months  later. 

*  'For  Alniirite,  y  Capitan  de  la  mar .  . .  .al  quaL  db^ea  que  le  dJu  primert. 
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garrisoned,  with  a  larger  force,^®  and  thither  were 
sent  Narvaez  and  Salvatierra  in  chains." 

As  for  the  rest,  Cortes  applied  himself  with  his 
usual  skill  to  recompense  those  who  had  remained 
true,  and  to  conciliate  the  yet  unreconciled.  He  re- 
minded them  that  they  had  come  not  to  risk  their 
lives  for  Velazquez,  but  to  gain  honor  and  wealth 
under  the  banner  of  the  king,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
aid  in  this  by  offering  them  equal  terms  with  his 
veterans.  As  an  earnest  he  restored  within  two  days 
their  arms  to  all  except  a  few  leaders,  and  ordered 
his  men  to  return  the  horses,  weapons,  and  other 
effects  taken  by  them  as  spoils  of  war."    What  with 

buenos  tejuelos  de  oro. '  His  baptismal  name  was  either  Juan  or  Pedro.  Two 
vessels  were  still  expected  to  arrive.  Bernal  Diaz^  Hist,  Verdad,,  100,  113. 
Caballero  was  probably  an  old  friend.  *  Pedro  do  Maluenda  criado  de  Diego 
Velazquez,  que  venia  por  miiyordomo  de  Naruaez,  recogio  y  guardo  los  nauios 
y  todo  la  ropa  y  hazienda.*  Gomara,  HUt.  Mex.^  148.  TBy  Cort^*  order,  adds 
Herrera. 

***  *  Envi6  otros  docientos  hombres  d  la  villa  de  la  Veracruz. '  CorUs,  Cartas, 
125.  Clavigero  assumes  that  Cortes  at  this  time  already  gave  orders  for  re- 
moving Villa  Rica  southward,  but  events  interfered  witi  the  project.  Storia 
Mess,,  iii.  120. 

^^  *CJortes  le  [Narvaez]  tuvo  preso  con  muy  dsperas  prisiones  tres  aflos, 
poco  mas  6  menos,  <S  con  guardias  que  nadie  no  le  pudiese  ver;  <S  aquellos 
pasados,  le  quit6  las  prisiones  ^  le  tuvo  preso  otros  dos  afios. '  So  says  Narvaez* 
agent.  Demanda  de  CeballoSy  in  Icazbalceia,  Col.  Doc,,  i.  442-3.  The  testi- 
mony in  Cortes,  Retddencia,  reduces  the  term  to  two  years,  and  intimates  that 
several  other  men  were  kept  at  Villa  Rica,  under  surveillance  at  least,  i  223, 
362-3,  et  seq. 

"  Narvaez  claims  to  have  been  robbed  of  100,000  castellanos'  worth  of 
effects,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  his  property  was  restored.  See  Demanda  de 
Cehailos,  ubi  sup.  Bernal  Diaz  had  to  surrender  a  horse  fully  accoutred,  two 
swords,  three  daggers,  and  other  effects.  Jiist,  Verdad.,  100.  Santa  Clara 
intimates  that  the  horses  and  arms  were  not  as  a  rule  restored.  Cordis,  Besi- 
dencia,  ii.  169.  If  so,  compensation  was  probably  given,  according  to  the 
Helncion  hecha  por  el  Seflor  A  lulris  de  Tupia,  sohre  la  Conquista  de  Mexico, 
This  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  documents  extant  on  the  earlier  period  of 
the  con<|uest,  but  it  is  unfortunately  only  a  fragment,  which  takes  up  the 
narrative  from  the  eve  of  leaving  Cul>a,  and  carries  it  to  the  capture  of 
Narvaez,  relating  with  rather  uneven  completeness  the  principal  incidents 
of  the  voyage  to  Vera  Cruz,  the  march  to  Mexico,  the  stay  there,  and 
the  operations  against  the  forces  of  Velazquez.  Andres  de  Tapia  appears 
from  his  own  statement  to  have  been  a  poor  nephew  of  Governor  Velazquez, 
to  whom  he  presented  himself  just  in  tmie  to  join  the  expedition  of  Cortes. 
At  this  time,  says  Bernal  Diaz,  he  was  about  24  years  old,  of  good  build, 
with  a  grave  face,  slight  beard,  and  somewhat  ashy  complexion.  J/itt.  Ver- 
dad,,  246.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  leading  wars  and  expeditions  duriri'^ 
and  after  the  conquest,  and  became  one  of  the  most  noted  among  the  cap- 
tains, favored  by  Cortes,  with  whom  he  was  frequently  associated,  accom- 
panying him  also  on  a  voyage  to  Spain.  Settling  in  Mexico,  he  died  there 
peacefully,  long  after  1539,  to  judge  from  his  reference  to  this  date.     His 
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their  admiration  of  the  liberality  and  soldierly  quali- 
ties of  Cort(5s,  and  the  prospect  of  speedy  advance- 
ment, there  were  but  few  who  did  not  immediately 
and  cheerfully  accept  the  terms.  But  this  was  by 
no  means  to  the  taste  of  the  aforesaid  veterans. 
They  had  seen  with  envy  that  rich  presents  were 
made  to  the  conquered,  while  they,  whose  courage 
and  devotion  had  achieved  such  magnificent  results, 
received  nothing,  and  were  even  told  to  return  what 
they  regarded  as  lawful  spoils;  and,  further,  to  share 
with  these  late  comers  and  intended  despoilers  the 
fruits  of  their  years  of  tx)il  and  victories.  A  general 
n)urmur  arose,  and  many  soldiers  refused  to  surrender 
the  appropriated  effects.  Captain  Avila  and  Father 
Olmedo  being  requested  to  remonstrate,  did  so  earn- 
estly, and  told  Cortes  that  he  acted  like  Alexander, 
who  honored  more  the  conquered  than  those  who  won 
the  battle.  He  and  all  he  possessed  belonged  to  his 
comrades,  was  the  reply,  but  at  present  it  was  neces- 
sary to  conciliate  their  invaluable  acquisition,  whose 
aid  was  needed  to  overcome  the  threatening  danger  in 
Mexico,  and  who  being  the  more  numerous  party  might 
otherwise  rise  against  them.  Their  aims  effected,  the 
entire  resources  of  a  vast  and  rich  country  were  theirs. 
Olmedo  w^as  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  the  course, 
although  he  considered  that  too  great  liberality 
had  been  shown.  The  headstrong  Avila  pressed 
the  point  with  his  natural  haughtiness,  whereupon 
Cortes  said:  "I  am  for  Mexico;  those  who  please 
may  follow;  those  who  do  not,  may  leave  it  alone. 
There  are  yet  women  in  Spain  to  bear  soldiers." 
"Yes,  and  captains  and  governors,"  retorted  Avila. 

narrative,  as  may  be  supposed,  is  a  panegyric  upon  his  leader  and  patron, 
and  some  statements  have  accordingly  to  be  weighed,  but  this  defect  impairs 
the  importance  of  only  a  few  passages,  the  rest  being  highly  valuable,  and 
many  of  them  unique  in  their  testimony.  Guiiled  by  a  reference  in  Bihl.  de 
A  iitores  Exp. ,  xxii. ,  Sefior  Icazbalceta  of  Mexico  obtained,  after  great  trouble, 
a  copy  of  the  apparent  original  from  the  Royal  Academy  of  History,  Madrid, 
entitled:  Rdaciou  de  abfunas  cosas  de  las  que  accwcieron  a  I  Mwf  Ilustre  SeHor 
Don  Ifernandn  CorUx,  etc.  This  he  published  in  his  Colfccion  de  DocumfntoSy 
ii.  534-94.  The  last  three  pages  form  an  appendix  of  brief  remarks  on  the 
inhabitants  and  resources  of  New  Spain. 
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been  partly  dedicated  to  Christian  worship,  on  con- 
dition that  no  human  sacrifices  should  take  place." 
A  festival  of  this  prominence  could  not  fail  to  recall 
with  all  its  force  to  the  natives  the  indignities  to 
which  they  and  their  gods  had  been  subjected.  We 
have  seen  how  narrowly  an  uprising  on  account  of  the 
occupation  of  the  great  temple  by  strange  religious  em- 
blems was  escaped,  and  how  it  was  restrained  only  by 
the  promise  of  the  speedy  departure  of  the  Spaniards. 
Before  Cortds  had  left  the  capital  he  saw  the  smoulder- 
ing fire,  and  it  was  this  that  led  him  to  strengthen  the 
defences  of  the  fort,  to  obtain  extra  supplies  from 
Tlascala,  and  to  enjoin  the  strictest  watchfulness  and 
moderation. 

The  hostile  feeling  was  by  no  means  diminished  by 
the  tidings  of  another  larger  host  of  invaders  with 
doubtful  motives.  At  a  meeting  of  native  leaders  it 
was  admitted  that  the  promises  and  statements  of  the 
newly  arrived  Spaniards  could  no  more  be  relied  upon 
than  those  of  the  deceitful  Malinche,  and  the  deferred 
proposition  to  drive  out  or  to  kill  the  Spaniards  was  re- 
newed with  ardor.  A  better  opportunity  for  carrying 
out  such  a  measure  could  never  again  be  found.  The 
great  Cortes  with  his  cunning  controlling  mind  was 
absent.  There  remained  only  a  small  force  in  charge  of 
the  city,  and  the  troops  on  the  seaboard  were  divided 
against  each  other.  On  the  other  hand  a  multitude 
of  pilgrims  were  pouring  in  for  the  festival;  and  what 
better  subjects  to  be  worked  upon  for  an  uprising  than 
these,  and  what  better  incentive  than  religion  ?  Beside 
the  appeal  for  vengeance  on  the  desecrators  of  their 
altars  came  the  patriotic  call  for  the  release  of  an  op- 
pressed sov^ereign,  whose  influence  was  still  supreme 
with  many,  and  the  alluring  prospect  of  securhig  the 
rich  sjioils  in  possession  of  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Tluscaltccs,  the  latter  still  more  detested  as  an  inferior 
race  which  after  years  of  contest  had  now  assumed  the 

**  For  description  of  the  feaat,  ao  as.  better  to  mideratand  what  follow^ 
mbtiNaiim  Ra^^,  lu  317-21,  iii.  422-S. 


galling  attitude  of  master.  The  preparati 
during  the  late  fermentation  required  only  i 
fected.  More  arms  were  made,  the  people  w< 
by  passionate  appeals,  warriors  were  enrc 
other  measures  taken.^' 

The  utmost  secrecy  had  been  observed  b; 
spirators,  but  with  so  many  confidants,  acl 
race  jealousy,  by  ties  of  friendship,  by  intere 
one  above  all  others,  the  love  of  woman,  that 
was  whispered  in  Alvarado's  ear}^  Yet  tc 
tress,  who  in  her  devotion  to  the  lover  forgol 
to  home  and  kindred,  must  not  be  charged  i 
is  her  due.  Sharpened  by  the  remembran< 
wrongs  suffered  on  battle-field  and  stone  of 
the  wits  of  the  Tlascaltecs  discovered  evide 
their  hatred  failed  not  to  magnify.  Warn 
hardly  required,  however,  to  indicate  that  s 
unusual  was  stirring,  for  the  demeanor  of  th 
had  undergone  a  yet  more  marked  change, 
were  further  diminished;  servants  sent  t 
were  abused  and  ill-treated,  and  insolence  w 
even  to  the  Spaniards  themselves."  A  i 
alarming  sign  was  the  discovery  of  an  ur 
wall,^^  and  after  obtaining  further  particu 
a  devoted  Tezcucan  chief,^^  afterward  know 
Hernando,  Alvarado  resolved  to  inspect  thi 
temple  where  the  chief  celebration  was  he] 
a  number  of  suspicious  circumstances  wer 
which  the  Castilians  readily  wrought  into  tl: 
realities;  among  them  several  victims  des 

**Oviedo  refers  the  council  and  its  acts  only  to  the  time 
preceding  Cort^*  departure,  iii.  509. 

^^  *  £sto  afirmaron  muchas  mugeres,  de  las  qualcs  se  sabia  sie; 
Herreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  viii. 

''  *Nos  quitaron  la  comida  e  enbiando  por  ella  no  nos  la  c) 
nos  da  van  do  palos  a  las  naborias  o  estando  lavando  una  yndia  c 
la  hahogaron  e  dezian  e  publicavan  que  asv  avian  de  hazer  a 
Jkamirez,  Proceso  contra  AlvaradOj  66.     This  testimony  is  co 
number  of  his  followers. 

^^  *  Con  muchas  escalas  para  subir  y  matar  a  los  espalloles. '  lu 
in  Id  ,  144. 

"  *Le  prince  acolhua  Tecocoltzin. '  Brasseurde  BourhourgyL 
iv.  287. 


And  now  corn* 
which,  done  in  ib 
any  other  entity 
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bom  of  bigoted 
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and  while  all  the 
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attended  by  invitation  tc 
an  evidently  simultaneoi 
and  on  the  fort,  tlms  ta 
prepared,  filled  with  cert 
I.  489-90.  The  general  i 
of  which  Torquemada,  i 
exjjonent,  has  been  to  ass 
great  dances ;  and  this  is 
commentatoi-s  appear  to  1 
festival.  Another  \dew  h; 
the  now  image  of  the  w 
day,  a  fact  not  as  a  rule 
fusion.  Brasseur  do  Bou 
the  raising  of  the  idol  W( 
blems,  and  be  the  simal 
natives  were  not  ready  o 
bration,  and  Alvarado,  w 
till  tlio  last  moment,  wh< 
his  men  indicate  clearly  c 
tion.  The  uprising  mus 
even  a  later  day.  See  noi 
authorities  who  follow  t 
fervid-minded  witnesses  • 
cooking  the  Spaniards, 
not  yet  been  entered  upo 
tion;  but  the  Spaniards 
affirm  that  the  celebratio 
ceso  contra  Alvarado^  69, 
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answer  also  for  the  apparently  abject  Aztecs.  It 
Ihoroughly  suited  his  rash  daring  and  cruel  disposition. 
To  attack  is  to  win,  was  his  maxim.  The  difference 
in  circumstances  hardly  entered  into  consideration, 
chief  among  which  was    the  smaller  force,  unsup- 

f)orted  by  the  neutrality  of  half  the  city,  as  at  Cho- 
ula,  and  without  allies  close  at  hand.  The  gathering 
of  so  many  nobles  and  military  leaders  in  connection 
with  the  war -god  celebration  provided  the  oppor- 
tunity desired,  since  this  would  permit  the  blow  to 
be  directed  against  those  who.  were  lookeJ  on  as  the 
promoters  of  the  revolt;  and  deprived  of  their  leaders 
the  people  would  be  likely  to  abandon  any  further 
attempt.     This  plan  met  with  general  approval.^* 

The  hour^  having  arrived  for  the  visit  to  the 
temple,^  Alvarado  selects  half  the  force  to  accompany 
him,"  and  proceeds  thither,  armed  with  more  than 
usual  care.  Upon  those  who  remain  in  charge  of 
the  fort,  says  Tapia,  devolves  the  safer,  though  even 
more  cruel  task  of  slaughtering  the  greater  part  of 
the  courtiers  and  attendants,^  who  have  this  day  pre- 
sented themselves  in  larger  numbers  than  usual. 

'*  *Los  esimfioles  lo requirieron  al  dicho  D.  Pedro.*  Ramirez^  Proceao  contra 
AlvaradOy  150,    Tapia  pretends  that  he  objected.  /</.,  37. 

^  Alvarado  and  his  men  in  more  than  one  instance  indicate  the  day  when 
the  dough  idol  was  raised.  /(/.,  C7,  113,  134.  Ixtlilxochitl  points  to  the 
following  grcaterday,  which  he  dates  May  1 0th.  Reiaciones,  4 12.  Sahaffim  is  not 
80  definite,  but  his  editor  accepts  the  chief  day,  calling  it  whitsimuay,  May 
27th.  Jlist.  Couq.  (ed.  1840),  99.  In  another  place  he  says  May  25th.  Tezcvco 
en  fo8  ultimos  tiempoH,  274.  One  of  Alvarado's  men  states  that  it  was  a  Thurs- 
day. RamirtZy  Proreso  contra  Alvarado^  131. 

^^  The  testimony  of  the  conquerors,  confirmed  by  native  paintings  and 
records,  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  dance  of  the  nobles  and  the  massacre  took 
place  in  the  great  temple  adjoining  the  fort.  Ramirez,  ProcesOy  37  et  seq.  Acosta 
writes,  however,  that  they  occurred  in  the  palace,  Jlist.  Imi.,  522,  and  ho  is 
partly  right,  since  a  massacre  was  carried  out  here  also.  Clavigero  follows 
Acoeta,  and  assumes  that  the  fort  is  meant.  Ho  argues  that  the  dance  was 
held  there  so  that'thc  emperor  might,  as  cnstomar>',  be  prcsc'nt,  and  that  a 
massacre  coultl  not  have  been  undertaken  by  so  few  Spaniards  in  the  ^rcat 
temple,  where  the  arsenals  were  situated,  and  where  the  concourse  of  people 
must  have  been  very  large.  Slona  JJe^^s.^  iii.  118.  The  Spanianls  had  for- 
bidden the  use  of  arms  during  the  festival,  and  none  appear  to  have  been 
produced  in  the  temple.  Among  other  precautions  Alvarado  appears  to  have 
insisted  on  a  small  attendance  beyond  that  of  nobles,  and  mo&t  authorities 
80  accept  it. 

^'  Torquemada  says  50  men;  the  Tlascaltecs  are  seldom  counted. 

^  *Que  no  quedaron  sino  el  dicho  Montezuma  y  quinze  o  veynte  criados,' 
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from  the  maddened  multitude  without  were  soon 
heard,  roaring  in  response  to  the  death  clamor  of  their 
countrymen.  Warned  by  the  guard  at  the  gates,  the 
plunderers  hastened  to  regain  the  fort.  Yells  of  exe- 
cration greeted  them  as  they  issued  from  the  temple, 
and  showers  of  stones  and  darts  fell  thick,  while 
the  front  ranks  of  the  assailants  pressed  them  with 
swords  and  clubs.^     Short  as  was  the  distance  to  the 


"  Tapia,  and  others,  in  Bamirez,  38,  67,  131.  Torquemada  assumes  that 
the  arms  used  by  the  assailants  were  those  which  had  been  collected  for 
the  outbreak  in  the  houses  adjoining  the  temple,  i.  490.  As  regards  the 
motives  for  the  massacre,  the  Spanish  authorities  seek  as  a  rule  to  justify 
them,  while  the  native  accounts  are  equally  inclined  to  ascribe  them  to  greed 
or  to  wanton  cruelty.  According  to  Sahagun  the  celebration  was  held  at  the 
instance  of  AJvarado,  who  slaughtered  the  devotees  without  known  cause. 
Hist,  Conq.,  27  (ed.  1840),  100.  Duran,  who  is  as  prejudiced  as  he  is  blimder- 
ing,  dates  the  massacre  after  the  return  of  Cortes  from  the  coast.  Alvarado 
persuades  him  to  secure  the  submission  of  the  country  by  killing  all  the 
lords  and  chiefs,  and  they  are  accordingly  allured  to  their  cleath.  Jlist.  Ind^ 
MS.,  it  456-7.  Las  Casas  inclines  to  a  similar  motive;  *(^uo  magis  cresceret, 
k  augeretur  in  his  provinciis  formido  illonim  crudelitatis.*  Keyio,  Lid.  De- 
vasCat. ,  30.  Nearer  the  truth  comes  Ixtlilxochitl,  who,  while  disposed  to  credit 
his  coimtrymen,  dares  not  accuse  the  Spaniards,  and  so  takes  the  prudent 
middle  course  of  casting  the  blame  on  the  Tlascaltecs.  Prompted  by  the 
hatred  bred  of  former  wrongs  inflicted  by  Mexicans,  and  by  greed  for  spoils, 
they  invent  charges  of  treason  and  speedy  revolt.  Alvarado,  being  also 
avaricious,  is  readily  induced  to  believe  them,  and  considers  it  besides  a  good 
opportimity  to  obtain  control  by  dispatching  the  assembled  chiefs,  unarmed 
as  theyaro.  Hist.  Chich. ,  300 ;  Relaciones,  389, 412.  Ixtlilxochitl  is  not  to  blame 
for  his  assumption,  since  his  admired  ffuide,  the  biographer  of  Cortes,  does  not 
attempt  to  defend  Alvarado,  but  merely  mentions  thsX  he  was  influenced  either 
by  reports  of  a  proposed  uprising  or  by  avarice.  Gomara,  J  list.  Mex.j  151. 
The  commentator  Chimalpam  says  bluntly  that  the  latter  motive  *  es  mas  de 
creer.*  Jlist.  Conq.,  i.  281;  JJenzoni,  Mondo  Nuovo^  94;  Pizarro  y  Orellanay. 
Varones  llvntreSy  92.  Vetancurt  rather  condenms  Alvarado  for  acting  on  in- 
sufficient evidence.  T'eo^ro^cj:.,  pt.  iii.  139-40.  Cortes' silence  respecting  t be- 
cause may  bo  attributed  to  his  usu^  prudence  in  suppressing  unpleasant  mcts. 
He  states,  however,  that  Montezuma  supplicated  him  not  to  bo  annoyed  at  what 
had  liappened,  since  he  regretted  it  as  much  as  the  Spaniards.  This  implies . 
that  the  Indians  were  regarded  as  originators  of  the  trouble.  The  severity 
with  which  he  treated  the  emperor  on  liis  return  to  Mexico,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  made  by  him  to  save  the  Spaniards,  indicates  still  more  strongly 
that  Cortds  was  convinced  of  Mexican  treachery.  Cartas^  126  et  seq.. 
In  the  letter  of  the  army  to  the  emperor  the  uprising  is  attributed  to 
Narvaez*  plots.  Carta  del  Ejirc  to,  in  Icazbalcetn,  Col.  Doc. ,  i.  429.  Ilerrcra 
notices  the  native  versions,  particularly  that  which  accuses  the  Tlascalteca 
of  having  trumped  up  charges  against  the  Mexicans,  but  he  affirms,  'la  verdad 
fue,  que  pensaron  matar  los  Castellanos. '  He  thereupon  enumerates  proofs- 
of  the  plot.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  viii.  Torquemada,  who  is  more  fully  ac- 
quainted with  native  accounts,  condenms  them  as  unreliable,  and  states  tliat 
sahagun  accepted  them  without  investigation,  i.  489-91.  The  charge  that . 
Alvarado  was  influenced  by  a%'arice  is  promptly  rejected  by  Bemal  Diaz.  'No  • 
lo  creo,  ni  nunca  tal  oi,  ni  es  de  creer  que  tal  hiziessc.'  His  motive  was  to 
inspire  terror  and  inflict  such  injury  as  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  attacking 
Hist.  Mex..  Vol.  I.    27 
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fort,  much  time  was  occupied  in  reaching  it,  and 
hardly  a  man  escaped  injury.  Alvarado  was  severely 
wounded,  while  one  soldier  and  a  number  of  allies 
were  slain. 

him.  That  they  intended  to  attack,  Bemal  Diaz  fully  believes.  Hist.  Ver- 
dad.f  102.  Solu  is  quite  indignant  at  the  supposition  that  avarice  impelled 
the  Spaniards.  Hist.  Mex.^  ii.  117.  According  to  Oviedo  the  intention  of  the 
natives  waa  to  kill  also  Cortds  on  his  return.  He  inserts  without  commeat 
tlio  version  of  Cano,  married  to  Montezuma*s  daughter,  that  avarice  was  the 
motive,  iii.  510,  550.  Acosta,  who  generally  adheres  to  native  versions,  does 
not  apparently  find  them  reliable  in  this  case,  since  he  merely  says  that  a 
*  cliastisement^  was  inflicted,  but  that  it  was  excessive.  Hist,  Ind.,  522.  This 
is  also  the  opinion  of  Clavigero,  who  believes  that  the  Spaniards  were  de- 
ceived by  Tlascaltec  stories  of  a  plot,  and  wished  to  anticipate  it,  on  the 
principle  that  *chi  assalisce  vince.  Chccchessia,  la  sua  condotta  non  pub 
Bcusarsi  d'imprudenza,  e  di  crudelt^'  Sloria  Mess.,  iii.  119.  This  view  has 
been  widely  adopted,  even  by  the  modem  Mexican  historian  Carbajal  Espi- 
nosa,  plagiarist  though  he  be.  Hist.  Mcx. ,  ii.  339.  His  confrere  Bustamante, 
-as  editor  of  Sahagun,  is  inclined  to  magnify  even  the  exaggerations  of  the 
latter.  Prescott  wavers  between  Clavigero's  views  and  disbelief  in  Alvarado 's 
apology.  But  in  expressing  his  opinion  he  misconstrues  Bemal  Diaz  and 
raises  some  meaningless  questions.  Mex.^  ii.  284-6.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Indians  were  bent  on  mischief.  A  large  faction  had  been  hostile  to  the 
Spaniards  ever  since  their  arrival,  as  intruders  who  menaced  the  existing 
politic,  economic,  and  religious  order.  This  feeling  had  been  steadily  spread- 
ing under  the  threatening  attitude  assumed  by  the  unbidden  guests  m  seizing 
the  emperor,  in  extorting  tribute,  and  iu  assuming  mastery.  With  the 
occupation  of  the  temple  by  the  Christian  emblems  the  climax  was  reached; 
and  now  the  whole  population  became  possessed  with  a  desire  to  avenge 
not  only  the  outraged  idols,  but  themselves  and  their  sovereign,  and  to 
u2)liold  the  tottering  throne.  The  observations  of  the  Spaniards  and  the 
reports  of  their  informers  were  correct  in  pointing  to  an  uprising,  to  take 
place  during  the  gathering  of  pilgrims  for  the  war-god  festival,  when  the  re- 
duced number  of  tho  Spanish  garrison  favored  the  design.  The  confession  of 
several  natives,  whether  extorted  by  torture  or  not,  confirmed  the  charges  and 
justified  belief.  Alvarado  could  not  as  a  prudent  conmiander  ignore  them, 
and  duty  required  him  to  use  prompt  measures  for  the  protection  of  his  force, 
and  of  the  interests  of  his  king  and  the  expedition.  It  might  be  urged  by 
those  who  seek  to  defend  this  kind  of  thing  that  seizure  of  the  victims  for 
hostages  would  have  been  equally  eflfective  and  more  humane;  but  from  the 
precedence  established  by  the  general  himself  at  Cholula  the  conduct  of  the 
rash  Alvarado  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at.  Cortes*  object  had  been  to 
strike  terror  as  the  only  effective  lesson  for  a  people  who  seemed  to  recognize 
no  other  sway,  and  if  this  was  regarded  as  necessary  with  the  Cholultecs, 
Alvarado  must  have  held  it  to  be  doubly  so  now.  His  position  was  far  more 
•  critical  than  that  at  the  former  city,  for  his  resources  were  smaller,  the 
prospect  of  aid  was  hopeless,  and  escape  was  cut  off.  He  had  to  strike 
promptly  and  strike  well.  Here  were  the  leaders,  and  here  the  temple,  wherein 
a  pimishment  would  apparently  have  greater  effect.  It  was  natural  to  sup- 
I>ose  that  the  installation  of  the  war -god  would  be  attended  by  the  leaders 
or  representative  men  of  the  enemy;  and  to  level  the  blow  at  this  class  must 
hQ  considered  as  less  cruel  at  least  than  to  strike  the  multitude,  as  at  Cholula. 
Perhaps  the  recognition  of  this  was  a  reason  for  the  silence  of  Cortes.  All  this 
•discussion,  however,  as  to  the  minor  motives  prompting  a  dastardly  deed  I 
•do  not  regard  as  very  relevant.  I  am  very  sure  that  the  motives  of  the 
Spaniards  in  this  massacre  were  not  plunder.  They  were  playing  for  a  higher 
fttjiko,  for  the  whob  country^  and,  in  case  they  wouj  all  iu  it  would  bo  theijB. 
TUe  present  heavy  blow  waa  but  one  of  the  points  in  the  game. 
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the  most  blood -thir 
And  now,  though  th 
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borhood.  Beside  the  smaller  courts  inclosed  by  tl 
buildings,  a  larger  yard  appears  to  have  been  forme 
by  a  stout  wall,  within  which  the  allies  had  erect€ 
temporary  shelter.  This  was  the  weakest  point,  ar 
here  the  battering  parties  were  chiefly  collected.  Tl 
flanks  and  curtains  of  modern  fortification  were  wan 
ing,  and  the  protection  of  the  wall  face  depended  c 
the  turrets  which  rose  here  and  there,  and  on  tl 
parapets,  with  their  few  embrasures. 

Though  attempting  no  sortie  beyond  the  inimediai 
vicinity  of  the  gates,  the  Spaniards  were  not  sparin 
of  powder  and  arrows,  and  picked  off  the  more  pr< 
sumptuous  assailants,  while  their  pikes  and  swore 
did  good  service  at  the  parapets  and  openings.  Tl 
cannon,  however,  loaded  as  they  were  with  sma 
shot  and  scraps,  which  brought  down  a  dozen  or  moi 
at  a  time,  were  the  only  weapons  that  could  hold  th 
enemy  in  check.  On  one  occasion,  when  a  chargin 
party  had  approached  in  a  somewhat  wavering  colum 
to  carry  the  main  entrance,  the  cannon  charge  faile 
to  explode,  owing  to  dampness.  This  the  assailant 
were  quick  to  observe,  and  with  yells  of  encourage 
ment  they  rushed  forward,  and  were  soon  in  a  hanc 
to -hand  conflict  with  a  party  which  had  sallied  t 
break  the  first  column.  The  Spaniards  plied  thei 
swords  and  pikes  with  desperation,  supported  by 
desultory  fire  from  the  musketeers  and  archers  of  th 
fort,  but  without  efiect.  The  gaps  made  by  thei 
weapons  were  quickly  filled  with  fresh  warriors,  an< 
the  sallying  party  was  obliged  to  fall  back  with  th 
loss  of  two  soldiers,  who  were  captured  alive  and  de 
voted  to  sacrifice.  It  was  a  critical  moment,  for  th 
enraged  horde  was  about  to  follow  them  into  th 
quarters.  Just  then,  as  if  touched  by  invisible  fire,  th 
powder  ignited,  sending  from  the  cannon  its  death 
dealing  missiles,  mowing  a  path  through  the  crowd  o 
pursuers.  The  Mexicans  were  appalled  and  speedil; 
thrown  into  disorder,  of  which  the  Spaniards  wer 
not  slow  to  take  advantage.     Nor  was  this  the  onl;; 
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miracle  of  the  day;  for  it  is  alleged  that  the  virgin, 
and  he  of  the  dazzling  white  steed,  both  appeared 
fighting  on  the  side  of  the  Spaniards,  and  bringing 
defeat  and  confusion  upon  their  assailants,  as  at  Ta- 
basco and  Tlascala.^ 

Thus  closed  the  first  day  of  Alvarado's  chivalrous 
doings,  during  which  a  large  number  were  wounded, 
although  there  were  but  six  killed,^  not  including 
allies.  A  portion  of  the  quarters,  with  a  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  supplies,  had  been  burned,  and  a  large 
breach  made  in  the  wall.  The  brigantines  were  also 
burned,  the  bridges  raised,  and  barricades  erected  in 
different  parts  of  the  city;  while  the  supply  of  pro- 
visions was  cut  off.  Even  after  darkness  had  stilled 
the  fury  of  the  warriors  the  unhappy  people  remained 
before  the  Spanish  quarters,  and  with  outstretched 
arms  and  dishevelled  hair  they  lifted  up  their  voices, 
crying,  *'You  are  doomed,  you  vile  things  I  But  for 
your  thunder  and  your  fortress  walls,  curses  on  them, 
you  would  now  be  killed  and  cooked.  And  you  shall 
be,  unless  you  instantly  release  Montezuma  and  de- 
part. You  shall  meet  with  holy  death,  and  be  cooked 
with  chilmole,  and  be  given  as  food  to  the  eagles  and 
the  beasts,  for  your  flesh  is  bitter,  as  we  have  found, 
and  not  fit  for  men  to  eat.  Why  does  not  the  earth 
swallow  you  alive?  Oh  ye  gods  I  ye  gods!  unmoved 
all,  all  but  the  devilish  gods  of  these  devilish  men. 

*  Wliicli  speaks  little  to  the  credit  of  either  Mary  or  Santiago.  BemcU  Diaz, 

Hist,  Verifad.^  102.     *  Otro  miraglo 6  fu6  muy  notorio.*    *Ya  s6  que  los 

incredulos dinUi  que  mi  ocupa^ion  en  csto  do  miraglos,  pues  no  los  vi,  es 

sup^rllua <5  yo  hablo  que  esto  6  mAs  se  puede  c  debe  crecr;*  for  did  the 

Indiana  have  mysteries  and  miracles,  surely  God,  the  virgin,  and  the  saints 
could  effect  greater  deeds.  Ovieilo^  iii.  511.  He  quotes  from  Livy  and  qthcrs 
concerning  the  reliable  miracles  of  Roman  times.  Prescott  and  others  trans- 
fer the  miracles  to  the  siege  under  Cortes  for  greater  effect.  Bustamante, 
the  modem  champion  of  the  shrines  of  Mexico,  who  is  ready  to  uphold  any 
deed  attributed  to  these  images,  is  rather  incredulous  about  miracles  recorded 
in  favor  of  Spanish  cutthroats.  See('h%ma!fxim,  Hi^t.  Gonq.^  i.  283  et  seq.  *  Si 
no  oWessemos  micdo  de  esse  del  caballo  bianco,  ya  vosotros  estariedes  co^i- 
dos,'  cried  some,  Oviedo^  iii.  511,  while  the  more  valiant  added  that  *con  todo 
esto  si  no  soltays  a  Motec^umacin,  y  os  vays  luego,  presto  sereys  muertos. ' 
Oomaray  /list.  Mex.,  152. 

'^CoricSy  Carton^  127.    Bemal  Diaz,  HiM,.  Verdad,^  101-2,  says  seven,  two 

having  been  taken  alive.   *Mataron  a  Peila,  el  (juerido  de  Motezuma, Val- 

dibia,  y  Juan  Martin  Narizes.*    Herreraf  dec.  li.  lib.  x.  cap.  vii. 
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Communication  was  shortly  after  established  be-^ 
tween  Alvarado  and  Cortes.  Several  Tlascaltecs  and 
Cholultecs  were  despatched  bv  different  routes  to 
the  coast,  and  a  courier  arrived  from  Cempoala  and 
gained  entrance  to  the  fort.*  Ordering  Velazquez 
and  Ordaz  to  abandon  their  mission  and  direct  their 
march  to  Tlascala,  Cort($s  hastened  preparations  to 
join  them  there.  A  garrison  of  one  hundred  men 
was  left  at  Villa  Rica,  under  Rodrigo  Rangel,  a  rel- 
ative of  the  general,*  and  about  thirty  men  remained 
at  Cempoala  to  take  charge  of  the  sick  and  wounded, 
and  some  baggage,  with  orders  to  follow  as  soon  aa 
possible. 

The  route  to  the  plateau  lay  partly  through  a  bleak 
and  desert  country,  and  the  inhabitants  bemg  beside 
less  friendly  than  before,  the  army  would  have  found 
it  difficult  to  obtain  supplies;  but  Cortes  had  gathered 
experience  from  his  previous  march,  and  Tlascala  was 
entered  in  the  middle  of  June.''     A  hearty  reception 

^CortiSy  Cartas,  126.  The  Spanish  messcD^er  from  Mexico  returned 
wounded.  Peter  Martyr^  dec.  v.  cap.  v.  With  him,  or  about  the  same  time, 
arrived  four  chiefs  sent  by  Montezuma  to  complain  that  Alvarado  had  at- 
tacked the  nobles  without  cause.  While  defending  themselves  six  soldiers 
had  fallen.  Cort^  told  the  chiefs  with  stem  countenance  that  he  was  re- 
turning to  investigate  the  matter.  A  letter  was  sent  to  Alvarado  enjoining 
him  to  guard  the  emperor  closely.  Bernal  DiaZy  Hist.  Verdad.^  101. 

*And  the  zealous  aid  of  Velazquez  de  Leon,  who  did  so  much  toward 
securing  the  Goazacoalco  command  for  Cort^  when  Narvaez  sent  letters  to 
win  it  over.  Coriis,  Rfsidrncia^  i.  409;  ii.  6,  31,  165-6.  He  is  accused  by  hia 
enemies  of  impiety  and  licentiousness,  and  as  one  whom  the  general  favored 
above  more  worthy  men.  Solis  assumes  that  Sandoval  nominiuly  retained  tho 
command  of  the  coast  province,  Eangel  being  merely  his  lieutenant.  Hist^ 
Mex.,  ii.  108. 

^  *Lleg6  aquel  dia  [the  first]  k  la  Einconada,  el  segimdo  camin6  siete- 

Legnas lego  k  Tlaxcalla  k  diez  y  seite  de  Junio. '  Torquemadaj  i.  492. 

Herrera  tells  a  long  story  of  sufifering  from  hunger  and  thirst  during  the 
march  through  the  desert.  Marqucz  and  Ojeda  were  sent  ahead  to  Tlascala 
for  supplies,  and  came  back  with  1200  carriers  laden  with  fowl,  breads 
fruit,  and  other  refreshments.  Cortes,  among  others,  was  found  starving,, 
and  a  number  were  discovered  on  the  road  almost  dead.  All,  it  seems, 
were  rescued,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  vii.  There  are  several  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  Herrera,  who  is  somewhat  confused  about  this  period,  has  con- 
founded the  present  march  with  the  flight  from  Mexico  to  Tlascala  of  a 
month  later,  when  the  people  were  really  starving.  This  seems  confirmed  by 
the  erroneous  statement  that  the  troops  arrived  at  Tlascala  July  17th,  the* 
time,  according  to  Herrera's  own  later  statement,  when  they  reached  that 
place  after  the  flight.  The  account  also  intimates  that  the  starving  army  was 
met  among  the  Otomi  settlements,  where  food  could  readily  be  obtained. 
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It  lay  upon  a  triple  terrace  bathed  by  the  lake,  and 
was  surrounded  by  an  immense  wall,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  feet  high,  inclosing  two  large  squares. 
Within  this  precinct  were  the  council-chambers,  the 
halls  for  various  arts  and  sciences,  and  the  royal 
apartments.  The  pleasure-grounds,  almost  hedged  by 
cedars,  were  filled  with  shady  groves,  traversed  by 
labyrinthian  paths,  and  interspersed  with  well  stocked 
ponds  and  aviaries,  baths,  and  sparkling  fountains. 
The  new  palace,  which  occupied  a  smaller  space,  ex- 
celled in  imposing  architecture  and  in  comforts  of  the 
most  varied  character. 

Beside  these  there  were  a  number  of  summer  re- 
sorts in  the  neighborhood^  conspicuous  among  them 
the  fine  palace  of  Tezcocingo,  a  prototype  of  Chapul- 
tepec,  and  like  it  overlooking  the  capital  from  a  Lill^ 
two  leagues  to  the  easl  An  aqueduct  of  stone  sup- 
plied two  reservoirs  on  the  summit,  whence  the  water 
was  distributed  over  grounds  intersected  by  canals 
with  meandering  currents  and  picturesque  cascades. 
The  palace  lay  almost  hidden  within  groves  of  gigan- 
tic ecdar  and  cypress,  revealing  to  the  rapt  beholder 
pavilions  of  marble,  tessellated  pavements,  and  playing 
fountains  with  statuary  of  unique  form." 

The  Spaniards  found  none  to  welcome  them,  but 
were  allowed  unmolested  to  take  up  their  quarters  in 
the  palace.  Shortly  afterward  a  canoe  arri%^ed  from 
Mexico ^^  with  an  imperial  messenger  and  a  Spaniard/* 
bearing  the  cheering  news  that  everything  had  been 
quiet  in  the  capital  for  some  time,  and  that  supplies, 
which  had  been  scantily  furnished  only  against  heavy 
payments,  had  now  become  more  liberal.  Montezuma 
sent  word  that  the  city  would  return  to  its  normal 

^^  S<ic  J^aiive  Iiac€^,  ii,  1G2-3,  lOS-73,  569;  v.,  voEsim;  MotoUma,  Ilisi. 

'^  C{?rtd3  writra  that  ho  was  oti  the  point  of  Bcndini  a  Spanianl  to  Mexico 
with  Tezcucan  rowera,  a  chief  being  Utea  oa  hostage »  but  just  then  came  th  ji 
canoe.   VaHiMi  127. 

^*  Two,  namod  Santa  Ckra  and  Pedro  Hernandez,  aaya  Herrera,  dec  iL  lib. 
X.  cap.  vii. 
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from  the  garrison.  Throwing  open  the  gates,  the 
besieged  received  their  deliverers  with  the  most 
extravagant  demonstrations  of  joy."  For  greater  ac- 
commodation a  part  of  the  troops  were  quartered  in 
the  great  temple  adjoining  the  fort. 

The  unpleasant  aspect  of  affairs,  so  apparent  during 
the  last  days  of  the  march,  had  ruffled  the  temper 
of  Cortds,  and  his  treatment  of  Alvarado  was  not 
altogether  cordial.  Still,  as  he  had  ever  been  a  close 
friend,  and  as  he  was  an  invaluable  officer,  brave  and 
influential,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  go  no  further  than 
to  express  a  curt  disapproval  of  his  rashness."  Indeed, 
an  inquiry  into  the  causes  and  results  of  the  massacre 
could  criminate  Alvarado  no  further  than  the  Cho- 
lula  affair  did  himself  The  captain  had  acted  in  full 
accord  with  his  party,  and  whatever  blame  might 
attach  must  be  shared  by  all.  Dissension  would 
never  answer,  and  so  the  matter  was  dropped.  But 
the  ill-temper  which  the  general  dared  not  wreak  on 
his  own  men  found  a  ready  object  in  Montezuma. 
The  conduct  of  Cortds  in  this  respect  was  most  un- 
generous. It  shows  the  several  sides  of  humanity: 
how  odious  in  some  respects  are  those  who  appear 
to  the  best  advantage  in  other  respects.  This  poor 
king  had  a  superstitious  sympathy,  a  maudhn  affec- 
tion for  the  captain,  who,  considering  his  own  in- 
famous conduct  toward   him,  might  at  least  have 

^^  Herrera  writes  amnsingly  that  Cort^  shouted  before  the  closed  gates, 
*  Open !  *  *  Who  is  there  ?  *  demanded  Alvarado.  •  I,  *  replied  Cortes.  *  Do  you 
come  with  full  liberty,  and  power  to  command,  as  before?'  *  Yes,  and  with 
victory,  and  greater  forces.*  Alvarado  thereupon  opened,  kissed  his  hand, 
and  surrendered  the  keys !  df c.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  viii. 

^* '  Con  que  aventur6  la  mayor  parte  de  sus  fuerzas.*  SoHa^  Hist.  Mex,, 
ii.  120.  Or  perhaps  because  he  had  npt  had  recourse  to  some  safer  measure, 
such  as  arresting  the  leaders  of  the  proposed  plot,  for  hostages.   *Le  dixo  muy 

enojado,  q  era  muy  mal  hecho,  y  grande  desatino,  y  poca  verdad no  le 

habl^  maa  en  ello/  Bcrnnl  Diaa^  Hint.  VerdaA.,  102.  Cort^  would  hardly 
hiive  told  liitii  tlatit  lie  Ued,  iince  his  Htateiueiits  were  coulinn^d  bj  so  many; 
tht?y  certaiuly  wci^  y&iirrs  after.  Vetajxcurt  supposes  that  Cort^  told  him  ho 
ah  on  Id  have  allowed  the  emperor  to  attend  the  festival^  and  should  have 
awaited  the  attack  mthcr  tliaa  opened  the  war.  TecUro  Mfji. ,  pt.  iii.  J  40.  *  Dia- 
aimulo  por  no  enoiiU'  el  los  que  io  hizieron.^  Oomara^  Hi^t  M^.^  16 L 
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latter  was  an  implement  of  great  effect  with  the  Aztecs, 
who  could  impel  the  stone  with  wonderful  precision 
and  force.  The  mazay  or  club,  with  its  knotty  head, 
and  the  macanay  or  sword,  toothed  with  izth,  were  well 
represented,  while  high  above  gleamed  the  obsidian  or 
copper  points  of  the  spear.  One  of  the  most  dreaded 
weapons  was  the  tlacochtli,  or  javelin,  often  provided 
with  three  points,  and  attached  to  a  cord  by  which 
it  could  be  recovered  for  a  fresh  cast.  Conspicuous 
among  the  warriors  were  the  nobles,  those  that  were 
left  of  them,  in  lofty  quetzal  plumage  on  a  head-dress 
of  green  feathers  set  in  tiger-skin,  or  in  a  gold  or  silver 
band,  which  gave  the  appearance  of  metal  helmets. 
The  body  was  covered  in  corselets  of  red,  green,  or 
yellow  feathers,  worked  with  gold,  and  so  arranged  as 
to  indicate  the  company  or  district  to  which  the  wearer 
belonged.  Beneath  gleamed  occasionally  cuirasses  of 
gold  or  silver.  The  limbs  were  covered  with  wood  or 
leather  armor  set  with  feathers  or  gold  plates.  A  more 
common  body  armor  was  the  cotton  tunic,  one  or  two 
fingers  in  thickness,  which  extended  to  the  knees  and 
elbows.  It  was  almost  equivalent  to  the  quilted  cotton 
protector  used  on  the  eastern  coast,  whose  efficiency 
against  native  weapons  had  caused  the  Spaniards  to 
adopt  it.  The  tunic  was  adorned  with  feathers,  which 
corresponded  to  the  uniform  in  color  and  arrangement, 
usually  in  the  form  of  an  animal.  Many  were  distin- 
guished by  casques  in  the  form  of  eagle-heads,  and  in 
armor  spotted  like  a  tiger-skin,  indicative  of  the  two 
orders  of  Quauhtin  and  Ocelome,  eagles  and  tigers. 
At  the  head  of  the  different  columns  appeared  officers 
with  small  drums,  painted  and  adorned  with  feathers, 
with  which  they  directed  the  march.  Beyond,  in  the 
centre  of  the  masses,  could  be  seen  banners,  with  de- 
vices in  various  colors  and  forms,  which  the  Tlascaltecs 
pointed  out  as  belonging  to  different  wards  and  to 
cities  on  the  mainland,  a  sign  that  an  extensive  body 
of  troops  had  been  enlisted  for  the  war.^ 

^  For  war  customa  see  Native  JJoccs,  ii  400-32, 
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Th0  tosailants  were  comparatively  safe,  for  those  on 
the  roofs  could  be  picked  off  only  by  archers  and  mus- 
Iteteers,  and  those  below  took  rei\ige  when  pressetl, 
only  to  return  to  fresh  attack.  Efforts  were  made 
to  fire  the  houses,  but  this  was  slow  work,  since  they 
wore  constructed  almost  wliolly  of  adobe  or  stone, 
and  were  filled  with  defenders.  Nor  would  the  fire 
spread  J  owing  to  the  detached  form  of  the  buildings, 
separated  by  alleys  or  canals,  so  that  the  torch  had  to 
be  applied  to  each. 

Thus  matters  continued  until  Ordaz,  who  was  en- 
gaged on  the  street  to  the  west  of  the  fort,  sent  word 
Ui  Cortes,  w^ho  was  pressing  forward  in  the  direction 
of  the  Iztapalapan  causeway,  that  he  was  losing 
ground.  Leaving  his  own  forces,  the  general  hurried 
to  the  scene  with  a  few  horsemen,  and  beading  the 
•charge,  drove  back  the  warriors  at  the  most  exposed 
point,  so  as  to  relieve  the  infantry  in  the  retreat 
which  was  now  found  necessary.  Returning  to  his 
jnen  he  found  them  also  retreatin<;j,  those  who  headed 
the  column^  including  Andres  Dnero,  the  Cuban 
secretary,  ha\^ng  been  cut  down.  "Shame  upon  youl" 
exclaimed  Cort.es  to  the  C0171S,  as  he  led  the  horsemen 
to  the  rescue  of  the  fallen  cavaliers.  He  was  just  in 
time  to  save  them,  for  a  moment  more  and  Duero,  at 
least,  would  have  been  slain.  The  elated  warriors  fell 
back  before  the  charge  of  the  terrible  Malinche,  al- 
though they  soon  recovered.  Cortes  then  concluded 
to  retreat,  but  this  proved  no  less  dangerous  than 
the  advance,  and  among  others  Lezcano  was  dragged 
from  his  horse  and  killed,  after  having  distinguished 
himself  for  bravery  and  execution.  The  fort  had 
meanwhile  sustained  an  active  siege,  and  when  the 
retreating  corps  approached  it  they  found  more  ene- 
mies in  waiting,  who,  fGarf\il  of  losing  their  prey, 
rushed  forward   with   greater  fury  than   ever.     An 

CoHk^a  also  aayB  'quctM  manco/  Cartas,  14*2,  131,  yet  Catio  ridicules  th» 
Btatcmeut,  and  decki'eB  *  iiuiica  fn^  mauco  delloB  ui  le  f^iltann '  (Jriedti^ 
ia  5j1-2. 
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them  to  this  phght.  Perceiving,  however,  that  unity 
of  purpose  alone  could  save  them,  they  stifled 
regrets  and  showed  Cortes  that  something  must 
immediately  be  done  to  stay  the  onslaught,  lest  the 
building  fall  about  their  ears.  It  was  exceedingly  dis- 
agreeable, but  it  must  bo  done;  the  proud  Spanish 
general  must  sue  to  the  greatly  injured  captive  king, 
pleading  for  his  influence  in  behalf  of  peace.^  Monte- 
zuma had  all  these  days  been  closely  confined  to  his 
rooms  brooding  over  the  insults  ofifered  him,  and 
apparently  indifferent  to  the  danger  from  without. 
When  the  message  was  brought  he  sullenly  said, 
"Why  does  Malinche  address  himself  to  me,  who 
care  no  longer  for  life?  I  will  not  listen  to  him,  for 
he  it  is  who  has  brought  me  into  this  plight."  He 
intimated  further  that  the  promises  of  the  general 
could  not  be  relied  upon,  and  that  his  words  carried  a 
double  meaning.  Olmedo  and  Olid,  who  had  come  to 
urge  the  request,  had  recourse  to  soothing  words  and 
persuasion,  and  succeeded  in  mollifying  him  some- 
what.* He  replied,  however,  that  it  was  probably  too 
late  to  appease  the  Mexicans  by  promises.  "  They  have 
now  a  new  leader,"  he  said,  "who  is  resolved  to  spare 
no  Spaniard,  and  I  beheve  that  you  have  all  to  die  in 
this  city."*     Nevertheless  he  yielded,  and  as  befitted 

'  *  Fue  acordado  de  demandallea  pazes  para  salir  de  Mexico, acord6 

Cortes,  que  el  gran  Montepuma  lea  hablasse.'  Bemal  Diaz,  IJisi.  Verdad.,  104. 

'Muteczuma dijo  que  le  sacasen y  que  ^1  hablaria  k  los  capitanes.* 

Cortis,  CartaSt  12^30.  The  latter  statement  may  be  Herrera's  authority  for 
saying  that  Montezuma  was  the  first  to  propose  speaking  to  the  Mexicans, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  x.  Observing  Cuitlahuatzin^s  regal  auSiority  over  the  be- 
sieging forces,  Montezuma  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  jealous  alarm  for  throne  and 

life.     'Chiam6  Cortes, pregandolo  instantemente  di  non  differir  pid  la  sua 

t^artenza. '  Clavigero,  Storia  Mesa. ,  iii.  124.  This  implies  that  the  emperor  was 
not  aware  of  the  yain  efforts  made  to  open  communication  with  the  mainland, 
or  even  to  approach  it.  Cort^  had  to  urge  him  in  any  case  to  speak  to 
his  subjects,  an  miwelcome  task  in  view  of  Ms  declining  influence  ana  of  the 
merely  partial  success  of  the  former  appeal. 

^  Among  other  reasons  it  was  represented  that  Cort^  was  not  to  blame  for 
the  late  massacre.     *Que  si  la  indignacion  de  los  mexicanos  podia  templarse 

con  el  castigo  de  los  culpados le  prometia  castigar.'   So  says  the  native 

version  of  Tesxtzomoc^  litcop.  tracliciones,  MS. ,  cap.  vi. ;  Uhimalpain,  IJiat.  Comi. , 
287-8. 

^  He  felt  no  ec^emess  to  plead  m  behalf  of  those  who  had  caused  all  his 
misfortunes,  and  he  was  only  too  conscious  that  his  pusillanimity  must  have 


the  momentous  point  at  issue,  he  arrayed  himself  in 
the  richly  bejewelled  robes  of  state,  and  placed  upon 
his  head  the  mitred  copilli,  beneath  whose  precious 
feathers  gleamed  the  golden  plate.*  Carefully  guarded 
he  ascended  to  the  roof  and  stepped  to  the  parapet, 
preceded  by  a  courtier  who  bore  the  triple  wand  of  the 
empire,  as  was  customary  on  such  occasions.  Instantly 
the  tumult  was  hushed,  even  before  the  leaders  could 
issue  orders  for  a  stay  of  hostilities;  instantly  a  thou- 
sand heads  were  bent  in  humble  adoration  before  the 
august  majesty  of  their  sovereign.  This  attitude, 
however,  was  assumed  but  for  a  moment;  soon  these 
same  heads  were  held  higher  than  ever.  Then  the 
chiefs  drew  near  to  listen  to  the  unhappy  monarch. 

Montezuma  had  appeared  with  a  feeling  of  mingled 
fear  and  doubt  as  to  what  his  reception  might  be, 
and  he  did  not  fail  to  observe  that  the  accustomed 
reverence  was  shown  only  for  an  instant,  involuntarily, 
as  it  were,  and  that  silence  was  prompted  rather  by 
curiosity  than  respect.  The  urgency  of  the  moment 
demanded  that  he  should  speak,  but  it  was  rather  as 
supplicant  than  ruler  that  he  turned  to  his  people. 

'*  You  are  in  arms,  my  children,"  he  said,  "in  hot 
battle.  Why  is  this?  You  will  be  slain,  and  there  will 
be  heard  throughout  the  land  for  many  years  the  wail 
of  wives  and  little  ones.  You  would  give  me  my 
liberty,  and  I  thank  you.  You  do  not  turn  from  me 
in  anger,  and  I  thank  you.  You  have  not  chosen 
another  king  in  my  stead,  and  I  thank  you.  Such  an 
act  would  displease  the  gods,  and  bring  destruction 

degraded  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  while  the  elevation  of  his  brother  to 
the  leadership  must  have  diminished  the  influence  which  till  then  may  havfe 
remained  with  him.  He  could  hardly  avoid  a  feeling  of  jealousy  at  the  thought 
of  this  elevation ;  and  if  he,  during  an  impulse  of  anger  against  Cort6s,  had 
counselled  the  proceedings  of  Cuitlahuatzin,  he  now  felt  proDably  both  grieved 
and  terrified  at  the  storm  he  had  raised.  He  also  harbored  a  wholesome  fear 
of  Malinche,  and  the  prospect  of  his  speedy  departure  helped  to  stir  anew  the 
embers  of  hope.  All  might  yet  be  well :  the  capital  might  be  spared  further 
desolation,  and  he  again  resume  his  former  ^andeur. 

^  See  description  of  his  first  meeting  with  Cortes,  Native  Racea^  ii.  This 
appearance  of  the  emperor  took  place  on  the  27  th  of  June,  as  Gort^  states, 
but  Bernal  Diaz,  Herr^-ra,  and  Ixtlilxochitl  place  it  respectively  on  the  5th, 
6th,  and  7th  day  of  the  siege. 


Startled  by  the  crime  they  had  committed,  awe- 
fell  upon  the  multitude  as  the  stricken  sovereign  was 
led  away.  Taking  advantage  of  this  feeling  Cortes 
beckoned  the  chiefs  to  a  parley  with  a  view  to  explain 
what  Montezuma  had  intended  to  convey.  He  had 
always  wished  them  well,  he  said,  and  felt  grieved 
to  wage  war  for  what  had  occurred  during  his  ab- 
sence. He  desired  peace,  yet  the  desire  was  not 
prompted  by  fear,  but  by  consideration  for  their  safety 
and  that  of  the  city.  The  chiefs  replied  that  the 
Spaniards  must  leave  the  country  to  the  natives,  and 
depart  at  once.  That  was  exactly  what  they  wished 
to  do,  replied  Cortes,  but  they  would  not  be  driven 
away.  If  the  Mexicans  desired  them  to  go,  they 
must  abandon  the  siege,  tear  down  the  barricade,  and 
retire  to  their  homes;  they  must  likewise  restore  the 
bridges  and  supply  provisions.  To  this  the  chiefs  de- 
clined to  listen,  declaring  that  they  would  not  lay 
down  their  arms  so  long  as  there  was  a  Spaniard  left 
on  whom  to  use  them.®  The  evident  desire  of  the 
besieged  for  peace  served  only  to  encourage  the  In- 

Recop.  tradiciones,  MS.,  cap.  vi.  According  to  Bernal  Diaz,  the  four  chief* 
who  nad  approached  to  confer  with  him  expressed  their  sympathy  for  his  mis- 
fortunes. They  had  now  chosen  as  leader  *Coadlabacan,  seflor  de  Iztapalapa,' 
and  had  sworn  to  the  gods  to  continue  the  war  till  all  Spaniards  were  exter- 
minated. Yet  they  prayed  daily  to  the  gods  for  his  safety,  and  if  all  went 
well  he  would  more  than  ever  bo  their  lord.  They  had  hardly  finished  when 
showers  of  missiles  fell,  of  which  three  stones  and  an  arrow  hit  him,  on  the 
head,  arm,  and  leg.  Hist.  Verdad.^  104.  *  Remorse  succeeded  to  insult,'  and 
they  ned,  says  Robertson,  Hiat.  ^m.,  90,  a  statement  which  Prescott  improves 
by  stating  that  the  square  before  the  fort  was  left  empty.  But  remorse  must 
have  been  brief,  for  the  main  authorities,  Cortes,  Gomara,  Bernal  Diaz,  and 
Torquemada,  either  declare  or  intimate  that  the  aasault  never  stopped.  '  No 
por  eso  ce86  la  guerra  y  muy  maa  recia  y  muy  cruda  de  cada  dia.'  Cortes, 
Cartas,  130. 

'  *£sta  Fortaleza  casi  no  tiene  exemplar,*  exclaims  Lorenzana,  forgetting, 
that  Cortes'  firmness  was  due  to  the  justifiable  fear  that  a  trap  was  intended. 
Cort6.%  Hist.  N.  Et*paflay  136-7.  Cortes  concludes  the  sentence  about  Monte- 
zuma's being  wounded  by  saying  that  he  died  within  three  days.  He  thereupon 
resumes  the  accoimt  of  parleys  and  siege  operations,  leaving  the  impression 
that  these  took  place  after  his  death,  whue  such  was  not  the  case.  Neverthe- 
less, Gomara,  Herrera,  and  others,  Bernal  Diaz  not  excluded,  are  misled,  by 
this  vagueness  evidently,  into  extending  the  siege  and  confounding  the  events, 
so  that  modem  historians  have  all  more  or  less  remained  mystified.  Solis 
assumes  that  during  Montezuma's  illness  the  siege  was  conducted  only  by 
straggling  parties,  the  main  forces  being  occupied  with  crowning  the  new 
emperor.  Hist.  Mux.,  ii.  155-6.  This  is  probably  due  to  a  misconstruction  of 
Bernal  Diaz. 


dians,  and  the  assault  was  renewed  with  an  increased 
ardor  that  taxed  the  defenders  to  the  utmost. 

And  now,  whatever  the  cost,  a  way  out  of  this 
place  must  be  opened.  Cortds  knew  of  three  cause- 
ways which  led  to  the  mainland,  the  only  means 
of  exit  for  his  forces.  He  knew  that  they  were  low 
and  narrow,  exposed  on  both  sides  to  the  attacks  of 
canoe  fleets,  and  intersected  by  a  number  of  bridges 
which  were  perhaps  by  this  time  raised.  Each  of 
these  openings  was  an  almost  impassable  chasm.  The 
southern  causeway  to  Iztapalapan  was  two  leagues  in 
length,  and  provided  with  seven  drawbridges,  besides 
a  strong  fortress,  which  rendered  it  impassable  to  an 
enemy.  The  northern,  leading  to  Tepeyacac,  was  one 
league  long,  while  the  shortest,  conducting  westward 
to  Tlacopan,  half  a  league  distant,  was  broken  by  only 
three  bridges.^®  Cortds  resolved  to  undertake  the  pas- 
sage by  this  last  named  causeway.  During  the  night 
had  been  completed  three  mantas,  of  Ught  framework 
and  planks,  each  to  hold  twenty  musketeers  and 
archers,  with  which  it  was  hoped  to  check  the  as- 
sailants on  the  roofs.  These  mantas  were  built  with 
two  chambers,  provided  with  loop-holes;  the  upper 
ranged  on  a  level  with  the  house-tops  of  ordinary 
one-story  buildings  of  the  city,  and  had  doors,  so  as 
to  allow  of  sallies  upon  the  roofs." 

The  following  morning,  June  28th,  Cortes  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  Spaniards  and 
over  three  thousand  alUes,  and  took  the  direction 
of  the  Tlacopan  causeway."  By  a  sudden  charge  the 
cavalry  drove  back  the  Indians  and  allowed  the  free 
passage  of  the  mantas,  which  were  drawn  and  pushed 

10  *En  esta  aula  tres  no  maa,  y  en  la  de  Yztapalapji,  siete.'  HerrtrOy  dec. 
ii.  lib.  X.  cap.  xi. ;  Native  Races,  li.  561  et  aeq. 

^^Cortia,  Cartas,    130,   133.     *Quatro  ingenios en  que  pndiessen  yr 

Teynte  y  cinco  hombres,'  says  Benial  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  103.  *Tre8  man- 
tas . . . .  cO  sua  ruedas ;  leuauan  treynta  hombres  a  cada  vna,  cubierta  con  tablaa 
Suessas  de  tres  dedos.'  Herrera,  loc.  cit.  Drawn  by  men  within,  adds  Peter 
artyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  v.  *  Cabia  cada  vno  veynte  hombres,  con  picas  escopetas 
y  ballestasy  vn  tiro.'  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  154. 

"  Herrera  unwisely  assumes  that  the  three  towers  with  their  forces  were 
respectively  directed  against  the  three  causeway  approaches. 
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44fi  FIGHT  UPON  THE  TEMPLE  SXINr^nT. 

amidj  and  although  badJy  wounded  in  the  left  hand  he 
immediately  led  his  men  to  the  charge.  The  Span- 
iards were  making  fair  progress,  when  two  heavy 
beams,  which  had  been  reserved  at  the  sunimit  for 
the  last  extremity  J  were  loosened  and  sent  tmiibling 
down  the  side,  so  directed  as  to  sweep  to  destruction 
the  assailants  along  its  entire  length.  At  about  the 
centre  of  their  terrible  passagej  full  before  them,  stood 
CorU5s.  Immediate  death  for  himself  and  his  brave 
comrades  seemed  inevitable^  when  behold  I  by  some 
unseen  finger  the  beams  were  turned  end  foremost 
and  shot  harmlessly  through  the  opening  made  for 
them  by  the  soldiers.  "Thanks  be  to  God  and  the 
virgin,  whose  image  was  placed  in  this  tower!'*  cried 
Cortes,  as  without  the  loss  of  a  moment  he  sprang 
forward  and  speedily  gained  the  summit  There  the 
figlit  assumed  the  form  of  a  gladiatorial  e<Mnbat,  a 
hand-to-hand  and  line-to-line  conflict,  poised  in  mid- 
air on  this  narrow  slippery  summit,  and  in  full  view 
of  the  whole  city:  As  if  by  common  consent  the 
combatants  below  paused  in  their  bloody  work  and 
stood  breathless,  lost  in  the  more  thrilling  sight 
above. 

At  the  eastern  end  of  the  platform  stood  the  two 
three-story  chapels,  over  fifty  feet  in  height,  origi- 
nally dedicated  to  Huitzilopochtli  and  Tezcatlipoca. 
Against  this  the  Indians  had  massed  themselves, 
fierce  in  their  desperation.  The  Castilians  had  taken 
their  stand  at  the  other  end.  It  was  an  awful  situa- 
tion, dire  destruction  being  inevitable  to  one  side  or 
the  other.  With  nerves  and  sinews  strained  to  their 
utmost  tension,  they  stood  between  attacks  regarding 
each  other,  regarding  every  motion,  anon  picking- 
from  the  other  s  number  with  javelin,  dart,  or  musket, 
as  they  were  able.  It  was  with  difficulty  the  Span- 
iards could  stand,  and  there  was  no  railing  round 
the  slippery  height;  but  fortune  again  assisted  by 
unveiling  the  sun  and  sending  its  blinding  rays  full  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy.    Every  now  and  then  the  sol- 
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44i  FIGHT  UPON  THE  TEMPLE  SUMMIT, 

rites,  and  upon  the  altar  stains  from  the  blackened 
hands  of  the  temple  attendants. ^^  In  the  adjoining 
chapel  the  war-god  was  found  reinstalled  in  all  its 
glittering  hideousness.  Some  consolation  for  this 
sacrilegious  iutrueion  was  offered  to  the  victors  in 
despoiling  it  of  the  rich  ornaments,  while  the  cacao 
ana  other  provisions    stored    here    by  the   garrison 

? roved  a  prize  to  the  half-famished  Spaniards.  The 
"lascaltecSj  so  long  deprived  of  meat,  pounced  upon 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  heroes  to  secure  them  for  a 
feast^  which  should  not  only  satisfy  the  cravings  of 
hunger,  but  infuse  their  hearts  and  minds  with  some 
of  the  qualities  of  the  vahant  dead.**'*  The  chapek 
were  then  fired.  The  upper  portion  of  the  structure 
being  of  wood,  the  flames  rose  in  columns  heavenward 
heralding  the  triumph  of  the  Spaniard,  and  striking 
the  Indian  with  awe.  It  was  a  great  and  thrilhng^ 
feat,  this  fight  upon  the  temple  top;  and  so  the  natives 
regarded  it,  their  heart,  and  mind,  and  paintings  being 
all  stained  sanguine  over  its  remembrance.^ 

•1  It  waa  ralfll^d  afterward  that  when  tiie  natives  first  Bought  to  removo 
the  virgin  image  their  hantia  clove  powerlessly  to  it  for  some  time^  »^*i  l^ft 
their  mftrks  upon  it.  Oti^do,  iii.  510.  Montezuma,  being  told  of  this  miracle, 
onlerfKi  the  imnge  to  he  left  in  its  phiee.  Afterward,  *pareci6,  aeguu 
aupiniius,  qnc  tjl  gran  Monte^^nima  t^3Ilia  6  deuocion  en  ella,  6  miodo,  y  U 
mandu  guardar.*  Bi^rnai  Itiaz,  HisL  i'fnUrL,  104,  102.  Others^  ^  will  Im 
fthowij,  Buppose  it  to  have  been  saved  hy  its  owner,  Villafuerte,  peHiaps 
when  G>rtta  witbtircw  the  troops  from  the  temple,  or  to  Lave  fled  by  ita 
own  miraculona  power  to  the  shrine  at  RemcdioB. 

'^  *ComierO  de  loa  caualleroe  Mox:i<;anoa  muertos.'  /lErreraf  dee.  0.  Libn  x, 
cap.  ix. 

^  Cort^Kt  CartOJi,  13(H.  According  to  Benial  Diaz  the  sally  with  the  engine* 
M'iia  directed  against  the  temple,  which  he  ftpjpears  to  place  at  aome  distance. 
It  waB  htdd  by  3000  or  4OO0  ludiaiw,  'all  chiefs/  and  cost  tJie  Spaniards  4^j 
livca,  every  man  being  tieside  wounded,  Thoy  returned  hard  presaed  by  tb^ 
fjnemy,  '  Se  moatr^  Cortes  mui  variV,  como  uiepre. '  Jli^.  Verdad. ,  1 03-^.  *  Mu- 
rieron  todoa  quinientOB  Indioa,  como  valientes.  *  GoTnara,  iJufL  Mcr.,  157.  *  Kn 
treciontoa  cattallcrOB  quo  alii  e&tauan  no  r^uedaron  soys  viuoa."  Hrrrera^  loo. 
cit.  This  author  describes  on  a  later  oeca^mn  the  capture  of  a  tower  attach*'*:! 
to  Montezimia's  own  palace,  from  which  miasiles  fell  with  telling  etTect.  CortC^ 
noes  with  200  men  to  reduce  it,  and  la  hotly  received ;  yet  the  Indians,  inly- 
ing upon  tiie  execution  to  be  made  by  some  loose  beama  which  are  to  l>o  rolled 
doMti  upon  the  OftHailants  at  a  favorable  moment,  allow  the  Spaniards  to  rush 
forward  and  gain  the  tower,  potting  almoat  every  occupoiit  to  the  a  word. 
This  atory  is  probably  a  veraion  of  the  temple  light. 
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Hist.  Mix.,  Vol.  I. 


^.'^  DEATH  OF  MONTEZUMA. 

assault,  hunger  and  thirst  must  overcome  thetn  in  the 
end  '*The  truth  of  this  was  too  evident/'  observes 
Cort(5s,  "for  hunger  alone  would  have  soon  killed  us,*' 

The  Imperial  party, which  had  sunk  to  insignificance 
since  the  elevation  of  Cuitlahuatzin  to  the  leadership, 
and  was  now  sustained  only  by  a  few  relatives  of 
Montezuma,  had  no  longer  a  voice  in  the  direction 
of  affairs.  Their  efforts  to  make  terms  with  the 
Spaniards  might  have  gained  public  approval,  but 
the  ambition  of  Cuitlahuatzin  stood  in  the  way  of 
any  compromise.  To  release  the  strangers  would  be 
to  restore  Montezuma,  and  he  preferred  to  occupy 
the  throne  himself.  He  was  also  covetoiis  of  mili- 
tary fame;  and  knowing  the  desperate  condition  of 
the  besieged,  he  hoped  by  their  reduction  to  add  to 
his  record  of  glorious  achievements,^ 

The  soldiers  felt  the  peril  of  their  position  naore 
than  the  general  They  had  been  cheered  for  a 
moment  by  victory,  only  to  find  how  barren  it  was; 
only  to  realize  that  many  such  triumphs  would  prove 
their  ruin.  In  order  to  counteract  this  growing  de- 
spondency, Cortes  resolved  on  a  night  sally  with  half 
his  force.  The  Indians  being  unprepared  for  this,  the 
party  advanced  with  comparative  impunity,  destroyed 
several  barricades,  and  fired  a  large  number  of  houses 
along  the  Tlacopan  road,  where  the  roof  assault  had 
been  so  severe.  The  warriors  having  finally  gathered 
in  sufficient  force  to  render  retreat  advisable,  the 
Spaniards  destroyed  a  number  of  buildings  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  quarters  before  entering,  and  thus 
secured  additional  immunity.* 

The  present  purpose  of  the  Spaniards  was  to  open 
an  exit  from  the  city.    At  a  councilj  called  to  con- 

^  In  ManvAcrii  dt  l&SS^  A^in,  CoLt  Cihuitcohuatl  tmd  TzUiuacpopocatzm, 
broth  era  of  Montemrma.,  are  named  as  the  leaders  of  tho  oppositioa  party, 
coonocted  ulao  vdth  the  fol lowers  of  Qoetzakoatlt  'who  abhorreU  the  cruel  Htea 
of  the  Aztecs.  They  succeeded,  it  is  aaid,  in  introduciDg  provisions  for 
the  beaieged,  Brti^sirur  df.  Bourbonrg,  l/isi.  NaL  Civ.,  iv*  317^18*  But  this  it 
doubtful. 

^  This  ifl  probnUly  the  sally  whieh  Herreia  intnuts  to  Saloedo.  dec,  iL  lib_  x. 
aap,  viit. 
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Montezuma  the  while  lay  a-dying,  prostrate  a-dyiQO', 
not  as  Vosnasiau  would  have  an  emperor  die— stand- 
ing; but  with  manhood,  and  the  aspirations  of  man, 
ay,  even  the  regrets  and  remorse  incident  to  foiled 
endeavor,  all  crushed  ho  was  killed  when  the  insults" 
of  his  people  fell  upon  him ;  he  scarcely  heeded  their 
darts  and  stones. 

It  is  not  necessary  always  that  breath  shall  cease 
before  one  can  be  dead.  From  lanthe's  spirit  fell 
the  shackles  of  sense,  the  body  being  left  with  its 
animal  life,  but  soulless.  And  though  corporal  life 
was  yet  present  in  Montezuma,  the  soul  was  already 
free ;  the  accursed  aliens  bad  done  their  worst,  When 
the  might  of  sacred  sovereignty  was  extinguished,  the 
remains  were  loss  than  man,  though  they  walked,  and 
talked,  and  wept. 

Compared  with  his  present  condition,  how  dignified 
and  happy  death  would  have  been  by  the  hands  of  his 
brother  priests,  before  the  gods,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation,  on  the  sacred  sacrificial  stone!  Or,  like  that 
among  the  Massagetm,  told  of  by  Herodotus,  who 
sacrificed  and  ate  their  old  people,  holding  natural 
death  a  misfortune— even  tliis  or  any  other  stepping 
down  and  out  would  have  been  preferable  to  thus 
dying  like  a  silly  hare  in  a  trap! 

He  refused  food  and  any  attention  to  the  wounds, 
which  were  far  from  fatal  He  tore  off"  the  bandages, 
threw  from  liim  all  medicines,  and  bared  liis  body  to 
disease,  even  as  his  soul  had  been  long  since  bared, 
and  stretched  out  his  hand  to  hasten  the  cold  stony 
grasp  of  death.  What  a  farce  was  life,  and  honor,  and 
majesty,  all  to  end  in  poverty  and  disgrace  I  Feeling 
the  all-changing  moment  at  hand,  he  summoned  Cortes; 
for  despite  his  long  maltreatment  lie  entertained  a  kind 
of  affection  for  the  monster,  who  might  even  yet  prove 
to  be  the  demi-god  of  some  far  away  incomprehensible 
world.  Moreover,  the  Spaniard's  intellect  and  arm 
were  the  stronger;  he  was  his  son-in-law  and  probable 
successor;  therefore,  though  his  jailer,  he  wuiud  apeak 
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this  heaven  of  yours?"    ''Assuredly/'  was  the  reply; 

"it  was  made  for  them,  and  is  held  by  Christians^ 
against  all  others,  as  the  reward  of  their  pure  belief 
and  gentle  deeds.*'  *'It  is  enough;  I  will  none  of  it," 
said  Montezuma^  who  from  that  moment  would  not 
listen  to  a  word  of  Christian  exhortation,*  It  was 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  June,'  three  days 

•"The  tjnestion  of  bia  conyersion  \ms  been  much  riJacnBaed.  *  No  lo  ptido 
Ati-oi^r  Or  que  so  bolviesjae  Cristiano,'  taya  Bemal  Dkz,  Hist.  Verdad.^  105; 
anil  Ui^rreru  ia  t'Vcu  nioro  -explicit.  d<*i:,  ii,  lib.  x.  cap.  x.  Cortda  aiid  his  fol- 
IqwctSt  Martyr  and  Oviodo,  gi^o  no  indicntiong  to  tbc  contrjiry.  IxtliLxochitl 
states,  however,  that  be  had  learned  seveiul  pmyera.  jujd  efea  begged  for 
baptism,  but  that  tb©  rite  \raa  deferred  'por  la  naseua  fliguiente,  quo  cni  do  la 
reaun^ccciou,  y  fue  tan  dcsdicbailo,  que  Qiineaalcatiz^  taiito  bien, '  fil^i^  Chink,  ^ 
290.  Yet  ho  adds  that  it  has  been  said  *quo  so  bautbiu  y  aa  llam6  Don  Juan.*' 
HdariojteXf  457*  According  to  Gonwvra  bo  iiak^d  for  l-kaptism  tn  tfao  beginning  of 
lent,  bnt  it  was  determined  to  poatpono  the  rito  till  pentecost»  for  greater  effect, 
and  aa  more  appropriate  for  so  bigb  a  jxirsonage.  Owing  ta  the  troublea  arising 
out  of  Xa,r\iu.z^ arrival  nothing  wna  dono  thou,  'y  dcspuca  dc  lierido  oluido  so 
<JOn  la  prissa  del  peloar!'  J/i§L  Me  Jr.,  154.  Cort^  had  pcrsiuatled  Inm,  say  it 
VetoDCurt,  during  tlio  early  days  of  Ida  imprisonment,  to  accept  baptism,  and 
he  was  taken  to  the  temple  for  the  purpose,  hut  at  the  last  moment  be  oxcuiMjd 
himaelf  on  the  groun<l  that  the  Indiajts  would  elect  another  lord  and  attack 
them  all  if  he  iiljandoned  the  faith.  Teatro  J/tr,  iiL  IS^i-^S.  Father  Duron, 
on  the  contrary,  over  zcalona  for  the  uatiTes,  and  particularly  for  his  hero, 
Mont<:'Mima,  afjserta  that  tniat worthy  inou  had  voucb'^d  for  bia  baptism.  Padno 
Olmcilo  bad  aUo  exprc^aaed  belief  tberein,  altlioiigb  ho  ha<l  not  boon  prosont 
when  it  was  adniini»tered.  IJi^t.  /mi..  MS.,  ii.  445.  The  father 'a  memory 
must  liave  failed  bini  witli  respect  to  Olmcdo.  Camargo  baa  also  been  oiflsureil 
of  his  baptism,  witb  Cort&s  and  Alvanwlo  for  sensors,  //m^.  Tlax.^  106, 
TeMjsomoCjwho  claims  to  Imve  investigated  the  point,  declares  expHoitly  that 
the  rite  was  otlminiatoro^l  on  his  dejith-bed,  wben  he  received  the  name  of 
Ciirlos,  and  that  Cort<*s,  Olid,  and  Alvamdo  were  tbe  sponsors.  ReropUdC/o}*^ 
de  Vfrldictii  trmlidime^,  probtrndo  f/we  ^t  em-perador  Afotfuhttojna  rrcibid  el  itanto 
MCLtrrtnienlfj  dfi  banfi^itm.  This  author  wrote  at  the  close  of  tlio  sixteenth 
century,  and  follows  traditions  only,  Bustiunante,  in  modern  times,  has  also 
reincwed  tbe  question,  and  follows  Te?.07^moc  implicitly.  In  support  thereof 
he  quotes  a  poem,  by  Captain  Angel  Betancourt,  wherein  bo  refers  to  Monte- 
lama  as  the  *  indio  id F^lisftrfo,  introduces  Uio  vagno  utterance  of  IxtldxochitV 
and  e^'on  attempts  to  misconstrtio  a  certain  expreaaion  of  Cort<j3»  Montezuma 
tells  the  latter  to  Jiaptizc  his  danght^ra,  and  this  Buatamaote  regards  aa  proof 
that  lie  himself  desired  tbe  I'ite.  He  does  not  suppose  that  tbe  religion  of  tbe 
vicious  Spanianls  could  have  had  groat  attractions  for  him,  but  whoa  about  to 
die  ho  accepted  it,  *aa  tlie  drowning  nmn  does  tho  saving  plank/  Article  in 
ChiT/viffMiifiy  UiH.  i-ouq.,  i,  2S7-05.  Still  foHer  is  the  review  of  Ramirez,  wbo 
follows  Toraneniatla  in  pointing  out  the  fact  that  neither  Cortes  nor  Alvnrado 
«vcr  referred  to  tbeir  supposed  Bpi>n3orehip,  aa  they  cctrtfihily  would  have  dona- 
in  connection  with  so  distinguished  a  personage  had  they  felt  empowered.  Soc, 
Mex;.  O^oij.,  Bofffift. 

'  Cortija'  cliroiiology,  as  indicatctl  in  the  Cariaff,  shows  clearly  that  he  left 
Mexico  during  the  nisht  of  June  3()th,  as  will  be  demonstrated.  He  al«o 
implicfl  what  Bomal  Diai  and  Herrera  distinctly  assert,  that  eonsidemblo 
lighting  took  place  on  tbe  TIacopan  road  l>etween  the  time  the  corpse  was 
aurroudorod  to  the  Azteca  and  tbe  St  laniards  returned  to  their  quarters  pre- 
paratory to  evacuation.     Uenee  the  death  niust  have  occurred  early  on  tliat 
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cold-blooded  cruelty  and  superstition,  not  as  a  tyrant, 
however,  but  as  an  administrator  of  their  own  cruel 
yet  revered  rites.  He  was  reputed  just,  but  this 
quality  was  to  be  found  rather  in  the  intention  than 
in  the.  act.  With  all  his  pride  he  appears  to  have 
been  most  affable  and  kind  to  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  The  Spaniards  certainly  found  him 
so.  In  their  later  intercourse  other  considerations 
may  have  ruled  him,  however,  and  with  the  cunning 
and  secrecy  of  his  race  he  may  have  submitted  to  the 
inevitable  demands  of  circumstances.^® 

Surrounded  by  fawning  ministers,  whose  existence 
depended  on  his  favor,  he  was  encouraged  in  the  ex- 
travagant habits  of  a  magnificent  court,  which  pro- 
moted their  schemes  at  the  expense  of  a  tax-ridden 
people.  The  ambition  to  extend  his  fame  and  power 
required  the  maintenance  of  immense  armies,  of  numer- 
ous garrisons,  and  of  costly  campaigns,  which  proved 
another  drain  on  the  people.  This  was  augmented  in 
subjected  provinces  by  the  extortions  of  imperial 
officers,  who  found  means  to  prevent  the  cry  of  the 
oppressed  from  reaching  the  throne.  Perhaps  the 
most  terrible  infliction  was  the  levy  on  the  youth  of 
both  sexes  for  slaves,  and  for  sacrificial  victims  to 
appease  the  bloody  appetite  of  Aztec  gods — an  appe- 
tite which  had  increased  in  horror  with  the  abject 
superstition  of  this  otherwise  enlightened  monarch. 
Enlightened  he  undoubtedly  was,  tor  as  high -priest 
he  hatl  become  versed  in  the  higher  learning  of  the 
priesthood.  The  study  of  mytholoofy  came  naturally  to 
him,  while  astronomy  and  natural  history  were  favorite 
subjects  with  the  lords  of  the  lake  peoples,  the  former 
connected  with  m>i:hs  and  divinations,  the  latter  illus- 
trated by  specimens  from  different  regions,  and  col- 

^** '  Antea  iii  tlespu*;^  Imv^o  eti  eatc  mundo  quren  let  ignala^e  cii  mage«tad  J 

gnfcciarfo.'  fjrtliUochiff^  If  hi.  Chkh.,  301.  *TH¥jon  loa  linlios  cjut?  tue  ol  mfi^jor 
(It!  &n  linftje,  y  el  mayor  rey  d«  Mexico.'  Oomnt'i^  HkL  Mex.,  ir^\  *■  Fu  circo- 
spetto,  miigniiicjo,  libwralc  .  .sua  ^Ufttizifi  i!tgetnirftv^a  iiicnitieltiL'  Ciafflg*>Pat 
At^i-ta  Mem.t  iii.  I32j  Ifcnvru^  tiec.  U.  lib,  x.  cap.  x. ;  Tot^ufmida,  L  4O0^^^OO. 


lected  in  the  botanic  and  zoologic  gardens  of  Mexico 
and  other  cities.  The  studies  of  his  youth  had  gained 
for  him  a  well  merited  respect  from  his  priestly  con- 
.  frferes,  and  the  prudence  and  sagacity  which  controlled 
the  well  stored  mind  conmianded  attention  in  the 
council.^  While  yet  a  young  man  there  seemed  to 
develop  qualities  which  fitted  him  for  the  position  of 
high -priest,  also  as  counsellor,  to  which  his  princely 
rank  paved  an  easy  way.  Besides  this  he  had  shown 
himself  possessed  of  great  courage,  and  had  established 
his  fame  as  a  general  by  many  victories. 

It  was  with  this  reputation,  as  zealous  and  learned 
priest,  prudent  statesman,  and  brave  soldier,  that  he 
.ascended  the  throne  in  1503,  while  only  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  It  is  in  such  terms  that  his  colleague 
Nezahualpilli  in  his  coronation  address  refers  to  the 
hopes  entertained  of  the  youthful  ruler.^^  Though 
^ver  a  devout  servant  of  the  gods,  the  eflfeminate 
pleasures  of  the  court  weakened  the  nerves  and  energy 
of  the  soldier,  till  his  warlike  ardor  survived  only  in 
a  taste  for  military  reviews  and  for  the  chase.  The 
caution  of  the  general  remained,  but  timidity  saves 
few  leaders  from  disaster.  Vanity  and  designing  min- 
isters overruled  too  often  the  dictates  of  wisdom  in 
the  administration  of  affairs."  His  path  had  been 
prepared  by  able  predecessors,  and  answered  well  for 
the  policy  of  aggrandizement  which  became  the  lead- 
ing feature  of  his  reign.  In  this  his  natural  liberality 
and  talent  for  intrigue,  fostered  by  priestly  training, 
served  him  well  and  procured  blindly  devoted  instru- 
ments for  his  plans.  Thus,  by  fair  means  and  foul,  the 
empire  was  raised  to  the  pinnacle  of  its  glory,  but 
not  being  of  a  natural  or  healthy  growth  it  proved 
unstable,  and  crumbling  under  the  strong  commotion 

^^  *  Fue  muysabio,  pues  possaua  por las  cosas  assi,  o  inuynecio  q  no  las  sentia. ' 
Oomaray  f/ist,  if  ear. ,  155.  *  El  hombre  mas  s^bio  de  su  si^lo,*  is  Bustamante's 
interpretation.  He  also  discovers  that  Montezoma  objected  to  sacrifices! 
CkimalpcUn,  Hist.  Conq.,  292-3. 

^'^  See  NaUve  Races,  ii.  149-50. 

**  *  Pareva  aver  cangiato  di  sesso,  siccome  dicevano  i  suoi  sudditL  *  Clavigero, 
JStoria  Mess,,  iiL  132. 


4C»  DEATH  OF  MONTEZUMA. 

created  by  the  approach  of  Castilians,  it  revived 
only  for  a  moment  in  the  present  uprising  Uke  the 
mental  illumination  preceding  death.  Montezuma 
could  not  have  failed  to  recognize  the  insecurity  of 
the  bonds  which  held  it,  and  inHuenccd  by  the  pre- 
dictions of  its  downfall  he  readily  fell  beneath  the 
spell  of  the  superior  intellects  which  were  to  assume 
control  It  was  his  misfortune  to  have  lost  the  san- 
guine energy  of  his  youth,  which  might  have  enabled 
him  to  rise  above  the  weaknesses  of  himself  and  his 
age.  Duty  and  honor  were  overcome  by  superstition 
and  absorbing  love  of  power,  of  life,  and  he  reaped 
the  natural  fruit  of  puerile  and  misdirected  efforts  by 
losing  both.  Resistance  might  not  long  have  delayed 
the  inevitable,  but  it  would  at  least  have  procured  Jbr 
him  an  end  worthy  of  his  grandeur. 

Of  his  many  wives  may  be  named  the  princesses- 
Teitlalco,  Acatlan,  and  MiahuaxochitI,  of  whom  the 
first  named  appears  to  have  been  the  only  legitimate 
consort.^^  By  her  he  left  a  son,  Asupacaci,  who  fell 
during  the  noclte  triste,  and  a  daughter,  Tecuichpo, 
baptized  as  Isabel,  married  consecutively  to  Quauhte- 
motzin,  the  last  Mexican  sovereign,  to  visitador 
general  Alonso  Grado,  to  Pedro  Andrade  Gallego, 
and  to  Juan  Cano  do  Saavedra.  She  had  children 
by  the  latter  two,  from  whom  descend  the  illus- 
trious famihes  of  Andrade- Montezuma  and  Cano- 
Montezuma. 

By  the  Princess  Acatlan  were  left  two  daughters, 
baptized  as  Marfa  and  Mariana.  The  latter  alone 
left  ofispring,  from  whom  descends  the  Sotelo*Monte- 
zuma  family.  By  the  tliird  wife  came  to  the  emperor 
the  son  Tlacahuepantzin,  laio%vn  after  baptism  as 
Pedro  YohuaUcahuacatzin  Montezuma,  whose  do- 
scendants,  the  condes  de  Montezumst  y  de  Tula, 
intermarried  with  the  noblest  families  of  Spain,  and 

"  So  CaxiQf  the  Btm-m  law,  declares,  (hnfdot  iiL  549,  and  so  Cort<5a  iati- 
tnAt^s  in  tho  pnv'tkglo  to  Isabel,  whom  lie  calk  *  &u  legitime  heredera,' 
espccmlly  cKumuended  to  bim. 
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connected  the  name  wi 
and  with  the  title  of  g 

"  Of  the  rest  of  the  imperia 
known,  save  that  a  number  of  t 
stowed,  as  a  mark  of  imperial 
Spaniards.  After  the  conquest 
them  still  managed  to  maintain 
despite  their  poverty,  Bemal  D 
bines;  upon  Olid  was  bestowed  i 
one  baptized  as  Ana,  the  other  £ 
also  *  cinco  meses  questava  casada 

del Cortes.*  CorUs,  Residencia 

daughters  confided  to  Cort^  on  tl 
ish  quarters  at  the  time,  at  leas 
conquest  and  baptized.  The  eld* 
was  then  the  wife  of  the  last  i 
cousin,  who  had  married  her  ch 
the  throne,  for  she  was  too  vou 
as  Isabel,  and  her  Indian  husban< 
from  Honduras,  gave  her  in  ma 
cdntara,  who  had  succeeded  Avi 
visitador  general  of  New  Spain, 
and  partly  of  Isabel's  rank,  the 
emperor's  name,  the  town  of  Ta< 
subject  to  it,  together  with  the 
recounts  the  services  of  her  fat 
Ck>rt^,  is  signed  by  him  as  capti 
dated  June  27, 1526.  It  is  given 
Esp.,  MS.,  65-8.  Grado  dying  a 
Andrade  Gallego,  by  whom  she  h 
Andrade-Montezuma  family.  T 
in  Oajaca,  and  other  estates,  whi 
a  pension  of  3000  pesos,  continued 
ments.  A  member  of  this  branch 
Certificacion  de  las  Mercedes,  Ml 
1849,  to  the  poverty-stricken  yet 
omission  of  Gallego's  middle  nam 
to  assume  that  this  family  desccn 
drade.  PreacoU'a  Mex.  (Mex.  18^ 
in  connection  with  Montezuma's 
allied  to  the  Condes  de  Miravallc, 
General  Barragan,  who  became  p 
a  descendant  of  Montezuma  once 
The  Princess  Isabel  was  marriet 
by  whom  she  had  five  children,  t 
changed  for  a  pension  which  was 
AcatUtn's  two  daughters,  Maria  ar 
married  the  conamstador  Juan  d* 
after  his  death  she  took  for  husbi 
By  him  she  had  a  daughter,  L 
gave  origin  to  the  Sotelo-Montezi 
This  work,  wiUi  its  collection  of 
information  about  the  imperial  d* 
the  mother  and  daughter.  3/ex., 
to  the  emperor  of  December  10,  1 
of  Valdcrrama,  and  speaks  of  chi 
admitted  in  Fonseca.  Pacheco  an 
to  three  sons  of  Montezuma :  th( 
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six  books,  bearing  a  separate  imprint  under  1588,  though  published  only  in 
connection  with  the  previous  two  books,  treats  entirely  of  the  method  and 
progress  of  Indian  conversion.  The  Natura  was  translated  into  Spanish,  and 
incorporated,  with  some  amendments,  in  the  Historia  Nabvral  y  moral  de  las 
IndiaSy  Se villa,  1590,  dedicated  to  Infanta  Isabel,  which  treats  also  of  Indian 
history  and  customs,  and  refers  briefly  to  the  conquest.  The  work  achieved 
ffreat  success,  and  was  reproduced  in  numerous  editions,  in  nearly  every 
language,  though  often  without  Acosta's  name,  and  in  distorted  form,  as  in 
De  Bry  and  some  German  versions.  This  may  not  be  considered  bad  treat- 
ment by  those  who  charge  Acosta  with  plagiarism,  although  he  frankly  ad- 
mits following  a  number  of  authors,  among  them  '  es  vno  Polo  Ondemtlo, 
aquien  communmente  sigo  en  las  cosas  de  el  Firu :  y  en  las  materias  de  Mexico 
loan  de  Touar  prebendado  que  fue  de  la  Iglesia  de  Mexico,  y  agora  es  religioso 
de  nuestra  Compaflia  de  lesvs.  £1  qual  por  orden  del  Virrey  hizo  do  Martin 
Enriquez  diligete,  y  copiosa  auerigacid  de  las  historias  antiguas.'  See  p.  396. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  interest  and  value  of  the  work  are  owing  chiefly 
to  the  circumstance  that  the  original  authorities  have  remained  sealed,  until 
lately  at  least;  for,  despite  its  pretentious  aim,  the  pages  are  marred  by 
frequent  indicntiong  of  the  then  prcrnlcnt  f^Tipfratition  nnd  crednlity.  The 
Procvrawio  Imlotvm  Safvt^r  is  more  in  Gonsonmnce  with  the  character  of  the 
Jcjttutt  misaionary  and  achohLstie, 

Bom  at  Medina  del  Carapo  about  1539,  he  had  in  his  fourteenth  y^ar  joined 
tliG  Scxfiety,  to  which  four  Drothera  already  belong*id.  After  stii<lying  and 
teaching  theology  at  Ocana,  hc3  proceeded  in  1571  to  Peru,  where  he  became 
tlie  second  provincial  of  liia  order.  KctnmLag  to  Spain  aeventcen  yeara  later — 
'  pofit  fumoa  in  Pemano  regno  exactor  quiu<IeciemT  la  Mexicano  ik-  InanlAnbua 
dnosp'  says  the  dedication  of  1588  to  Philip  II.,  in  Dc  Na^ra  of  1589— he 
gained  the  favor  of  the  king,  occupied  the  offices  of  vidtodor  and  superior, 
and  died  as  rector  at  Salamanca,  I<*ebmaj*y  15,  1600.  Several  other  works,  in 
print  and  manw.'cript,  chiefly  theologic,  are  attributed  to  liim — ^see  Camtu^ 
104-13— among  them  De  la  criaiicorde  Ct/ro,  dedicated  to  Pilipo  III.  in  1592, 
wliieh  wsa  also  a  borrowed  text,  Irom  Xcuophoni  and  remun^  a  mannacript 
in  the  Royal  librarv. 


Thb  Captive-Kino  D 
lABDS  Taken  M< 
Oppobtunity  Off 
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THE  Port — Midn 
Get  — The  Fuon 

HOBBOBS. 

And  now  whf 
invaders,  who,  ] 
the  bu-d  that  m 
they  were  respon 
the  direct  charg 
been  wanting,  e 
this  was  owing  | 
extricate  the  ar 
the  enemy  was  s 
engaged  in  solen 
ever,  that  the  Sp 
they  did  not  ev( 
at  this  juncture  i 
happen  to  them, 
fast,  unfathomal 
sea-gulls  poised 
flying  ship. 

'  According  to  the  y* 
and  narratives,  the  be 
its  evacuation,  tiiat  o; 
Jnd,,  MS.,  u.  477-9.  j 
several  of  its  points  ar 
statement  repeated  by 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  the  manoeuvring  on  both 
sides  over  the  dead  monarch,  who  having  minis- 
tered so  faithfully  to  his  enemies  while  living,  must 
needs  continue  in  the  service  after  death.  The  hostile 
chiefs  were   called  and   informed  of  the  sad  conse- 

made  himself  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  Spaniards,  was  killed  with  47 
stabs  before  the  fort  was  evacuated.  Hist.  Chich. ,  301 .  A  more  severe  account  is 
found  in  a  manuscript  fragment  in  Eamirez'  collection,  written  by  a  Tezcucan, 
wherein  it  is  relatea  that  a  sword  was  thrust  into  the  intestines,  *por  la  parte 
baxa.*  The  body  was  thereupon  taken  to  the  roof,  as  if  to  address  the 
people.  A  stone  struck  the  head,  and  now  the  Spaniards  proclaimed  that  this 
had  caused  the  death.  Soc.  Mex.  Oeog,,  BoUtin,  x.  362.  This  is  substantially 
repeated  in  Ixtlilxochitl^  Bel.,  457.  A  stronger  testimony,  however,  cornea 
from  Sahagun,  who  states  that  Cort^  reconmiended  to  his  followers  the  mur** 
der  of  the  prisoners  in  order  to  tenify  the  natives  and  to  assume  the  mastery* 
*  Y  lo  primero  que  hicieron,  fue  d^r  Garrote  k  Motecuh^uma,  y  ^  Itzquauhtzin, 
Sefior  de  Tlatelolco,  y  k  otros.'  Version  in  Torquemcula,  i.  498,  and  in  Saha- 
gun,  Hist.  Cong.  [ed.  1840],  1 13.  The  issue,  modified  by  the  censor,  merely 
states  that  the  bodies  were  found  near  a  stone,  Teoaioc,  outside  the  fort.  Id. 
[ed.  1829],  31.  This  account  has  received  its  chief  support  in  the  quaH 
admission  of  Torquemada ;  and  when  he,  the  otherwise  zealous  champion  of 
the  conquerors,  taKes  such  a  view,  others  may  be  pardoned  for  accepting  it.  *  Y 
que  esto  aia  sido  asi,  puede  ser  posible,  pues  para  tenerse  por  seguros,  le 
avian  prendido ;  y  viendo  a£;ora,  que  no  bastaba  la  prision,  vsarian  de  este 
vltimo  medio,  para  v^r  si  le  aplacaban,  y  atemori^aban  estos  Mexicanos.* 
i.  498-9.  Brasseur  do  Bourbourg  accepts  the  version,  and  adds  that  Monte- 
zuma was  told  of  his  fate  and  urged  to  accept  baptism.  *0n  r^pandit 
aussitdt  la  nouvelle  de  sa  mort  comme  s*il  eftt  expire  naturellement.*  Hence 
even  the  soldiers  did  not  know  of  the  murder.  Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  330-1. 
Bustamante,  of  course,  adopts  anything  Sahagun  may  say  against  the  Span- 
iards ;  and  Carbajal  takes  Torquemada^s  view.  Hi^t.  Mex. ,  ii.  375,  as  does 
Beltrami,  eager  for  any  sensation.  Mex.,  ii.  145.  Vetancurt  seeks  to  recon- 
cile conflicting  opinions  by  assuming  that  when  Montezuma  died  Itzquauhtzin 
and  several  other  prisoners  were  murdered  and  cast  out  together  with  the 
emperor*s  body,  in  order  to  terrify  the  Mexicans  and  occupy  their  attention 
while  the  Spaniards  hurried  away.  Teatro  Mex. ,  pt.  iii.  142.  *  lo  non  posso  per- 
suadermi,'  says  Clavigero,  *cho  gli  Spagnuoli  si  risolvessero  a  toglier  la  vita 
ad  un  Re,  a  cui  doveauo  tanti  beni,  e  daUa  cui  morte  non  potevano  aspettarsi, 
se  non  molti  malL'  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  131.  Solis  cannot  believe  Cort^  guilty 
of  an  act  so  bad  and  reckless.  Hist.  Mex. ,  ii.  150-1.  Prescott  disposes  of  the 
charge  as  an  *  absurdity'  and  a  *  monstrous  imputation.*  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  321. 
It  must  be  considered,  however,  that  the  Spaniards  did  seek  to  profit  by  the 
death;  and  scruples  about  *  killing  a  dog  of  an  Indian,'  as  they  liad  so  lately 
termed  him,  could  not  have  weighed  with  such  men  when  their  interests 
woro  ijOii^LirLi'L]  i  JiuW  iinikii  Ivan  wLcii  llitiir  livr:*  \skh:  iib  ni.;ikt! ;'  Tiio  wljula 
argument,  tliejij  nmy  be  said  to  depend  on  tho  question  wli ether  Monte2iiina 
waa  more  valuablH  as  captive  or  bs  earpse,  Jf  tho  people  manifest<!d  littlo 
respect  for  the  livLng  nilflr,  the  Spanianta  could  have  biui  no  reason  to  expect 
more  for  the  dead.  His  death  would  ouly  Lave  loosened  the  bond  which  still 
restrained  a  vast  number,  whether  of  kindrt'd  or  of  mere  subjects,  and  given 
the  hoafcile  lesulera  freeh  motives  and  fltreiigth  for  their  operatious.  Besides, 
Alonte^ima  mui^t  have  retained  a  great  iufluenco  o«tsido  the  city,  which  a 
fugitive  army  would  have  found  of  service.  Tbo  recognition  of  this  inilo- 
encc  in  shown  by  tbe  etTorts  made  to  save  the  imperial  cbUdren,  as  noticwl 
even  by  tho  most  rabid  accusers  of  tho  Spauiarda.  It  ui&y  bo  mentioned 
that  no  charge  ia  brought  forward  In  the  reaidencLas  either  against  CorU^  ^r 
Alvaiado- 


quences  of  their  outr 
would  be  sent  to  th 
it  the  last  honors.  ' 
they  had  now  a  new 
Montezuma,  dead  or  i 
less  carefully  arrayec 
charge  of  two  prisone 
structions  to  carry 
explain  the  circumsta 
of  the  Spaniards.  O 
leader  motioned  them 
used  force  but  for  the 
behind  whom  the  ga 
ments  later  they  disa 
spect  shown  the  livin 
the  corpse  was  borne 
insults  fell  from  lips  \^ 
on  which  the  monar 
that  a  coward  like  ^. 
many  misfortunes  on 
even  ordinary  burial.^ 
however,  to  secure  th 
whom  the  royal  blooc 
the  deceased  outweig] 
though  quiet  crematic 
where  Sahagun  intim; 


*  Apcinecatl,  according  to  Bi 
Bemal  Diaz  sends  these  men 
them  were  six  high  personages 
body.  HisL'Ver&d,,  105. 

*  Stones  were  thrown  upon  * 
quarter.     Finally  Apanecatl  to 
held  forth,  and  appealed  to  hii 
body  was  neyertheless  secured 
in  Braaseur  de  Bourbourgy  Hist 

*  *  Hideron  todas  las  solemi 
enterraron  en  Mexico. . .  .algui 
sido  nmy  crueL'  Hist,  Cong.t  «' 
oimos  las  gritas,  y  auUidoe  4  P< 
*  Hizieron  muy  gran  llanto,  pa 
Jlist.  Mex.j  154.  Herrera  coi 
deuieron  de  enterrar  en  el  mc 
gnm  llanto.*  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap 
miles  off.     Torquemada  correct 

Hist.  If  ex.,  Vol.  I.    30 
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bridge  was  made  with  which  to  effect  the  passage. 
Two  more  would  probably  have  been  made  had  time 
and  convenience  permitted,  but  misfortune  willed  it 
otherwise.  It  was  agreed  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
effects  must  be  left  behind  in  order  not  to  encumber 
the  march,  but  the  gold  demanded  special  care.  The 
royal  officials,  Mejia  and  Avila,  were  charged  to  secure 
it,  and  for  this  purpose  a  number  of  carriers  were  as- 
signed, the  general  giving  also  one  of  his  own  mares. 
Their  convoy  was  intrusted  to  a  body  of  infantry,, 
under  Alonso  de  Escobar."  The  secretary,  Hernandez, 
and  the  royal  notaries  were  called  to  testify  that  all 
had  been  done  that  was  possible.  There  still  remained 
a  large  quantity  of  the  bulky  jewels  belonging  to  the 
king,  besides  a  mass  of  unappropriated  trea^sure,  which 
could  not  be  intrusted  to  carriers,  or  for  which  no 
carriers  were  found,  and  rather  than  leave  them  to 
the  'Indian  dogs'  Cortes  announced  that  the  soldiers 
might  take  all  they  wished — after  permitting  his  favor- 
ites the  first  selection.  He  warned  them,  however, 
that  the  more  they  took  the  more  their  safety  would 
be  endangered.  The  adherents  of  CorteSs  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  eager  to  encumber  themselves,  and 
Bernal  Diaz  shared  this  prudence  in  taking  only  four 
chalchiuite  stones.  The  men  of  Narvaez  practised 
less  restraint,  and  many  loaded  themselves  with  the 
metal.  Cortes  was  afterward  charged  with  having 
appropriated  a  considerable  share  of  the  wealth  thus 
thrown  open;  he  certainly  had  funds  with  which  ta 
send  for  horses,  war  material,  and  supplies." 

"  Lfijald^t  Sefjunda  Prob.,  in  Icazbaicela,  Col,  Doc,,  ii.  424.  For  carrying  the 
royal  treasures  '  ies  di6  siete  cauallos  heridos,  y  cojos,  y  vna  yegua,  y  muchoa 
Indios  Tlascaltecas,  que  segun  dixeron,  fueron  mas  de  ochenta.'  Bernal  Diaz, 
Hist.  Verdad.,  106. 

^^  Bernal  Diaz,  for  instance,  states  that  he  had  hardly  taken  the  four 
chalchiuites  for  his  share,  from  a  collection  in  a  mat,  when  Cortes  gave  ordera 
to  his  mayordomo  to  secure  it  loc.  cit.  His  penchant  for  appropriating  large 
shares  to  himself  is  well  known.  Greed  of  gold  was  not  now  nis  motive,  how- 
ever, but  rather  a  prudential  care  to  secure  means  for  his  plans,  and  he  could 
hardly  neglect  them  when  taking  so  great  care  of  the  royal  portion.  Martyr, 
Gomara,  and  Hcrrera  estimate  the  treasure  at  700,000  ducats,  chiefly  in 
bulky  jewels  according  to  Gomara.  Bernal  Diaz  reckons  in  pesos,  which  may 
mean  pesos  do  oro.     Peter  Martyr  assumes  it  to  have  been  the  general  funa> 
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reach  the  Tlacopan  road."  The  streets  are  wholly 
deserted.  All  is  quiet,  save  the  dull  rumble  of  tramp- 
ing soldiers.  The  blessed  rain,  or  some  supernatural 
interposition,  seems  to  keep  the  whole  city  within 
doors.  And  if  this  kind  power  will  but  have  patience 
and  not  desert  them  for  one  brief  hour — ah,  it  is  so 
easy  for  Omnipotence  to  help!  Along  the  road  Uke 
a  phantom  the  army  moves.  The  van  picks  up  the 
guard  at  the  canal  crossings.  The  causeway  is  almost 
reached.  Already  they  begin  to  breathe  freer;  a 
feeling  of  intense  relief  steals  into  their  breasts, 
and— Mother  of  God!  what  noise  is  that?  It  is  the 
piercing  outcry  of  a  woman" — may  the  foul  fiend 
seize  her! — breaking  upon  the  stillness  Uke  a  warn- 
ing note  from  the  watch-towel*  of  Avemus.  On  the 
instant  the  war-drum  of  the  Tlatelulco  temple  sends 
forth  its  doleful  sound,  chilling  the  fugitives  to  the 
very  heart's  core.  Quickly  its  tones  are  drowned  by 
the  nearer,  shriller  trumpet-blasts  and  shouts  of  war- 
riors, echoed  and  reechoed  from  every  quarter. 

Meanwhile  the  advance  column  had  reached  the 
sixth  bridge  crossing,*^  the  first  to  connect  with  the 
causeway,  and  had  obliged  the  Mexican  picket  to 
retire,  after  exchanging  a  few  shots.  The  portable 
bridge  was  here  laid,  and  the  van  crossed  with 
quickened  steps,  followed  by  the  centre  with  the  bag- 
gage and  artillery.  At  this  juncture  the  enemy  fell 
upon  the  rear,  rending  the  air  with  their  yells,  send- 

^"  The  ravaging  sallies  of  the  preceding  days,  which  had  involved  the  de- 
struction of  houses  in  the  vicinity  and  along  the  approaches  to  Tlacopan,  had 
evidently  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  from  uiese  streets  and  seek  shelter  else- 
where for  the  night.  Oviedo  assumes  that  Gort^  led  the  wav,  but  Diaz  and 
Herrera  let  him  advance  only  when  the  first  troops  are  guided  into  Tlacopan. 

*'  'Pasaron  cuatro  aoequias,  y  antes  que  pasasen  las  demas  sali5  vna 
muger  &  tomar  agua  y  vi61os.*  Sahaffunt  Mist,  Conq.y  32.  *  A  devil,  without 
doubt,'  adds  Camargo,  who  describes  her  as  a  keeper  of  an  eating-house,  and 
indicates  exactly  the  location  of  her  house.  HUt,  Tlax.^  167.  Cort^  states 
that  the  alarm  was  given  by  the  guai'd  at  the  first  breach  held  by  the 
Mexicans,  where  the  portable  bridge  was  laid  down.  Cartas,  136. 

^  Sahagun  names  this  Mictlantonco,  and  the  next  two  Tlantecayocan  and 
Petlacalco.  In  another  place  he  names  the  first  Tecpantzinco,  and  the  second 
or  third  Tolteacali.  Hist.  Conq.,  loc.  cit.,  and  [ed.  1840]  121-2.  Torquemada 
gives  the  second  breach  of  the  causeway  the  latter  name.  The  names  should 
probably  be  written  Tecpantzinco,  Tolteca-Acalulco,  and  Petlacalco. 


ing  their  missiles  fast  and  furious^  while  from  the 
cross-roads  issued  a  swarm,  with  lance  and  sword,  on 
AJvarado'a  flank.  Over  the  water  resounded  their 
cries,  and  canoes  came  crowding  round  the  causeway 
to  attack  the  forward  ranks.  To  add  to  the  horrors 
of  the  tumult,  several  men  and  horses  slipped  on  the 
wet  bridge  and  fell  into  the  water;  others,  midst 
heart-rending  cries,  were  crowded  over  the  edge  by 
those  behind.  All  the  rest  succeeded  in  crossings 
however,  except  about  one  hundred  soldiers,  These^ 
it  is  said,  bewildered  by  the  battle  cries  and  death 
shrieks,  turned  back  to  the  fort,  and  there  held  out  for 
three  days,  till  hunger  forced  them  to  surrender  and 
meet  the  fate  of  sacrificial  victims  at  the  coronation 
feast  of  Cuitlahuatzin.^ 

The  half  mile  of  causeway  extending  between 
the  first  and  second  breaches  was  now  completely 
filled  with  Spaniards  and  allies^  whose  flanks  were 
harassed  by  the  forces  brought  forward  in  canoes  on 
either  side.  Dark  and  foggy  as  the  night  was^  the 
outline  of  the  Indian  crews  could  be  distinguished 
by  the  white  and  colored  tibmiili  in  which  many  of 
them  were  clad,  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the  air. 
Fearlessly  they  jumped  to  the  banks^  and  fought  the 
Spaniards  with  lance  and  javelin^  retreating  into  the 
water  the  moment  the  charge  was  over.  Some  crept 
up  the  road  sides,  and  seizing  the  legs  of  the  fugitives 
endeavored  to  drag  them  into  the  water.  So  crowded 
were  the  soldiers  that  they  could  scarcely  defend 
themselves;  aggressive  movements  were  out  of  the 
question. 

Repeated  orders  had  been  transmitted  to  Magarino 
to  hurry  forward  the  removal  of  his  bridge  to  the 
second  channel,  and,  seeing  no  more  soldiers  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  first  opening,  he  prepared  to 

^*  Thk  native  nimor^  aa  r^jorded  m  tb©  jnamiscnpta  used  by  Diiran,  Hhl. 
ImL,  ^JS.,  ii.  47G-T»  is  probably  the  foundation  for  Cano'a  Btatein<:nt^  that 
Cortea  abaodonGd  270  men  in  the  fort.  Horrera  redu(X!a  tliein  to  100.  *  Que 
M  boluieron  u  la  torre  del  tetnplo,  adtindo  be  likieron  fui?rt(?3  trca  dias. '  doc. 
ii.  lib.  :c.  Cjip.  xiL 


horrible  of  all,  drawn  in  by  dusky  boatmen,  who  care- 
fully guarded  them  for  the  dread  stone  of  sacrifice. 

With  five  horsemen  Cortes  led  a  body  of  one  hun- 
dred infantry  to  the  mainland.  Accompanying  this 
force  was  a  number  of  carriers  with  treasures  secured 
by  the  general  and  his  friends.  Leaving  the  gold  in 
charge  of  Jaramillo,  with  orders  to  hold  the  entrance  of 
the  causeway  against  assailants  from  the  shore,  Cortds 
returned  to  the  channel  where  Sandoval  had  taken  a 
stand  to  keep  clear  the  bank  and  protect  the  passage. 
Tidings  coming  that  Alvarado  was  in  danger,  Cortes 
proceeded  to  the  rear,  beyond  the  second  channel,  and 
found  it  hotly  contested.  His  opportune  arrival  in- 
fused fresh  courage,  as  with  gallant  charges  he  reUeved 
the  troops  from  the  terrible  pressure.  He  looked  in 
vain  for  many  comrades  who  nad  been  placed  at  this 
post,  and  would  have  gone  in  search  of  them  had  not 
Alvarado  assured  him  that  all  the  living  were  there. 
He  was  told  that  the  guns  reserved  for  the  rear  had 
for  a  while  been  directed  with  sweeping  efltect  against 
the  ever  growing  masses  of  warriors  around  them;  but 
finally  a  simultaneous  attack  from  the  canoe  crews 
on  either  side,  and  from  the  land  forces  to  the  rear, 
impelled  by  their  own  volume,  had  overwhelmed  the 
narrow  columns  nearest  the  city,  together  with  their 
cannon,  killing  and  capturing  a  large  number,  and 
throwing  the  rest  into  the  panic-sfaricken  condition 
from  which  he  had  just  extricated  them. 

Leaving  Alvarado  to  cover  the  rear  as  best  he 
could,  Cortds  hastened  to  direct  the  passage  of  the 
middle  channel.  What  a  sight  was  there !  Of  all  the 
bloody  terrors  of  that  dark,  sorrowful  night,  this  was 
the  most  terrible!  A  bridge  had  been  wanting,  and 
behold,  the  bridge  was  there!  With  dead  and  living 
fugitives  the  cliasm  on  either  side  the  slippery  beam 
had   been  filled,^  and  now   the   soldiers   and  allies 

** '  £1  fo60  86  hinchd  hasta  arriba; . . .  .7  los  de  la  retrognarclia  pasaron  sobre 
I08  muertos.  Loa  espafioles  que  aqui  quedaron  muertos  fueron  treacientos,  y 
de  I06  tluccaltecas  y  otros  indios  amigoa  foeron  maa  de  dos  miL'  Sahagva^ 
UisL  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  122. 


brave  soldiers  given  over  tx)  despair,  so  many  ears 
deaf  to  commands  and  prudent  counsel.  Unable  to 
do  more  at  the  channels,  he  hastened  to  look  to 
those  who  had  crossed  and  were  proceeding  in  strag- 
gling bands  to  join  Jaramillo.  Heedless  of  companies 
or  oflBcers,  the  soldiers  had  banded  in  parties  of  a 
score  or  two,  and  sword  in  hand,  where  this  had  not 
been  thrown  away,  they  were  hurrying  down  the 
causeway.*^  The  assailants  fell  off  somewhat  beyond 
the  last  channel,  and  finding  the  advance  compara- 
tively safe,  guided  by  his  soldierly  impulses  Cortds 
again  returned  with  a  few  horsemen"  and  foot-soldiers 
to  cover  the  remnant  of  the  army.  The  rear,  com- 
posed chiefly  of  the  Narvaez  party,  were  approaching 
the  last  channel,  but  under  the  continued  onslaught 
panic  had  seized  them.  They  made  hardly  an  effort 
to  defend  themselves,  and  Uke  the  Indians  during  the 
massacre  by  Alvarado  they  huddled  one  against  the 
other,  offering  their  backs  as  a  target  for  unsparing 
attack.  Among  this  number  was  the  loyal  and  noble 
Velazquez  de  Leon,  who  shared  with  the  Tonatiuh  the 
command  of  this  section.  How  he  fell  is  not  known, 
but  he  never  crossed  the  last  breach.^ 

Alvarado  had  been  wounded  and  had  lost  his  horse, 
in  common  with  most  of  his  party.  Finding  it  im- 
possible to  control  the  men,  he  gathered  a  small  band 
round  him  and  sought  the  channel,  leaving  the  rest 
to  look  to  themselves.*^    On  reaching  the  spot  he  saw 

^  Bernal  Diaz  formed  one  of  a  band  of  50,  who  were  repeatedly  attacked 
with  arms  and  midst  insolts.  He  quotes  some  of  the  low  expressions  used. 
Hist.  Verdad,,  106. 

^  One  authority  states  that  Cort^i  was  nearing  Tlaoopan,  when  Olid  and 
others  called  out  to  him  that  the  fugitives  were  accusing  tne  captains  of  aban- 
doning them,  and  urged  that  they  should  turn  back.  *  It  is  a  miracle  to  have 
escaped/  was  his  reply,  *  and  fewer  will  be  left  if  we  return.'  Saying  this  he 
headed  a  dozen  horsemen  and  a  lew  foot-soldiers  and  galloped  back.  BemcU 
IHaZy  Hist.  Verdad.,  106.  But  Cort^  was  not  the  man  to  wait  in  such  a 
case  till  entreaty  came.  *  Yo  con  tres  6  cuatro  de  caballo,'  he  says,  '  y  hasta 
veinte  peones,  que  osaron  quedar  conmigo,  me  fui  en  la  rezaga.'  CariaSt  135. 
He  takes  the  palm  from  all  American  conquerors,  exclaims  Oviedo,  iii.  326. 

^  2^amacoi8  makes  atonement  for  a  lack  of  research  by  inventing  doughty 
•deeds  for  this  hero.  Hist,  Af&j.y  iii  417-18. 

'^  Among  the  soldiers  contributed  in  later  times  by  Ckuray's  expedition 
-was  one  Ocampo,  who,  fond  of  scandal  and  pasquinades,  libelled  many  of  the 
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and  a  small  village.  This  appeared  an  eligible  spot 
for  the  rest  which  they  so  much  needed.  Crossing  the 
Tepzolac  Creek,  at  its  foot^  Cortes  ordered  the  advance 
guard  J  under  Ordaz^  to  capture  itj  while  he  faced  the 
pursuers.  Little  resistance  was  offered  at  the  temple, 
but  the  general  was  hotly  pressed,  as  the  enemy  per- 
ceived that  their  prey  was  about  to  escape.  At  this 
juncture  it  was  said  that  the  Vii'gen  de  los  Remedios 
appeared,  and  by  casting  dust  into  the  eyes  of  the  foe 
enabled  the  Spaniards  to  effect  tlieir  escape  with  little 
loss  into  the  temple.  '*By  this  time,"  writes  Cortes, 
'*we  had  not  a  horse  that  could  run,  or  a  horseman 
who  could  lift  an  arm,  or  a  foot-soldier  who  could 
move*  ^ 

A  few  additional  intrenchments  were  thrown  up, 
and  the  necessary  guards  posted  to  watch  the  baffled 
enemy,  who  perceiving  the  strength  of  the  place  con- 
tented themselves  with  flinging  their  missiles  and 
filling  the  air  with  shouts.  Feeling  comparatively  se- 
cure, the  troops  abandoned  themselves  to  rest  round 
blazing  fires.  The  food  found  in  the  place,  although 
insufficient  for  the  demands  of  the  half-starved  men, 
afforded  some  comfort,  which  was  increased  by  grateful 
sleep.^ 

Tims  were  refreshed  the  wounded  and  disheart- 
ened. And  with  grateful  hearts  the  remnant  of  the 
brave  ai'my  returned  thanks  to  God  for  dchverancep 
Some,  however,  attributed  their  escape  to  the  presence 
among  them  of  the  image  of  the  Virgen  de  los  Reme- 

iJtoocaptilco  name  is  miiiapplied.  HencQ  it  may  be  liasuxned  tiiiit  til©  commop 
itppUoatiOD  of  Otoiicapuico  to  thm  hill  m  tlue  to  a  mi3mtcii>retatioii  of  Stthagiin'a 
vemonsj  which  have  been  gresitly  Uiinpered  with,  for  that  matter,  and  tbat 
thy  ruhis  inentioned  by  Lorenauif*  IwmI  dLsiippeared  by  the  tims  AUatc  cx- 
amiiMjd  the  place- 

*  Carfaii,  136  j  Cfihrrr^^  Ed^cudn  Ami^,  110.  *  Aqm  ae  sefiai5  mQcbo  Gon- 
^pftlo  Domijigtiez,  bombra  di(&atiti  y  raliectc/  H^rtera,  de<5.  il  lib.  x.  cap*  mi. 
Freacott  nmkes  wn-eral  blundera  and  omisaiaua  ixi  coimectiou  with  tliia  day, 

^*A  few  Btragglera  mannged  to  r*»acb  the  camp,  And  among  theia  qiw 
?5opuerta,  who  hiid  eBc?;ip(Kl  death  by  feigning  it  Herrcm^  ubi  sup.  Snh^un 
fctatoa  that  Otomia  fram  Teuijalhuican.  and  from  the  immediate  neighbor^ 
hood,  no  doubt,  brongbt  food>  und  invited  the  Spaniards  to  the  former  town, 
a  few  leagues  from  there.  Hist,  Conq.,  33.  TOTquemada  foUowa  him,  bnt  the 
BlOfy  10  probably  an  cx^iggeratian. 


dios,  which  Rodriguez  de  Villafuerte  is  said  to  have 
afterward  placed  in  the  great  temple  of  Mexico.  It 
had  been  brought  here  by  the  owner,  although  some 
supposed  it  might  have  come  over  of  its  own  accord, 
as  it  is  said  to  have  miraculously  done  in  later  times 
when  detained  in  Mexico  against  its  will."  Some 
years  after  the  Noche  Triste  it  was  found  on  this  hill 
under  a  bush,  by  a  converted  cacique  named  Juan  de 
Tobar,  who  kept  it  for  a  long  time,  and  then  by  divine 
direction  built  a  hermitage  for  it  on  the  hill,  where  it 
had  been  found.  The  many  miracles  reported  of  the 
shrine  induced  the  City  of  Mexico  in  1574  to  adopt 
it  as  a  patron,  and  by  the  following  year  the  simple 
chapel  was  replaced  by  a  fine  temple  worthy  of  the 
sanctity  of  the  image  which  has  absorbed  so  large  a 
share  of  holy  pilgrimage.^* 

The  review  held  on  Remedies  Hill  revealed  the  full 
extent  of  the  blow  suffered,  "one  which  Spaniards 
alone  could  have  endured,"  says  Peter  Martyr.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  siege  the  army  mustered  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards  and  six  thousand  allies, 
with  arms  and  ammunition  in  abundance,  and  now 

^^  It  has  been  shown  previously,  by  testimony  not  accessible  till  later  years, 
that  the  ima^e  placed  in  the  great  temple  was  a  picture  on  a  tablet,  while 
that  of  Eomedios  is  a  doll.  But,  of  course,  the  image  that  could  moye  through 
the  air  could  also  transform  its  shape.  Bemal  Diaz  assumes,  as  we  have 
seen,  that  Montezuma  had  ordered  the  image  to  be  cared  for ;  yet  many  believe 
that  Rodriguez  secured  it  before  or  after  the  massacre,  while  the  more  pious 
prefer  to  suppose  that  he  could  not  find  it,  for  want  of  time,  perhaps,  and 
that  it  moved  miraculously  to  the  camp.  Acosta,  Hist.  Ind.,  524;  IxtlilxochUl, 
Hist,  Chick,  y  302.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  the  ima^e  hid  itself  on 
the  spot,  or  Rodriguez,  tired  of  the  burden  which  had  saved  his  life,  ungrate- 
fully left  it  there.  It  is  also  supposed  to  have  been  carried  to  Tlascala  ere  it 
reappeared  on  its  later  site.  Cabrera^  Escudo  Armas,  106  et  seq.;  Alaman, 
Disert.,  i.  122.  Lorenzana  accepts  it  as  the  image  from  Mexico's  temple. 
Cortis,  Hist,  N.  Espana,  138. 

^'^  It  has  frequently  been  brought  to  Mexico,  and  is  still  brought  to  avert 
epidemics  and  other  ills,  to  bring  rain  or  other  blessings.  When  detained  it 
would  travel  back  of  its  own  accord  to  the  shrine,  a  proof  of  which  was 
afforded  by  the  travel  stains  on  the  dress.  One  rainv  night  it  arrived  covered 
with  mud.  LcUrobe^s  Rambler,  133.  Thompson  describes  it  as  'a  little  alabaster 

doll,  with  the  nose  broken,  and  the  eye  out about  eight  inches  high. '   Her 

wardrobe  and  jewels  are  valued  at  over  $1,000,000.  HecollectionSy  103-9. 
He  gives  an  account  of  the  veneration  for  the  image  and  its  miraculous  power. 
The  history  of  its  origin  and  worship  is  to  be  found  in  a  multitude  of  oooks, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned,  Medina,  Chrdn.  S.  Diego  Mex.,  30  et  seq.; 
Cabrera,  Escudo  Armas,  106  et  seq.;  Dustamante,  Mem.  Piedad,,  Mex,,  1-52. 
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among  its  number  the  dashing  Ldres"  and  the  brave 
Morla.  Neither  could  Botello  be  injured  by  the 
curses  freely  given  him  for  his  false  reading  of  the 
stars.  ^  The  death  which  most  deeply  moved  Cortes, 
however,  was  that  of  the  true-hearted  and  brave 
Velazquez,  whose  standing  and  influence,  as  a  relative 
of  the  Cuban  governor  and  as  a  man  of  high  birth, 
had  so  greatly  assisted  the  general  in  carrying  out 
his  schemes.  Cortes  had  in  return  conferred  on  him 
some  of  the  most  important  commissions,  ever  re- 
garding him  as  among  the  truest  of  his  friends.  With 
him  had  died  his  native  wife,  Elvira,  the  daughter  of 
the  Tlascaltec  lord  Maxixcatzin,  and  nearly  every 
prisoner.^ 

With  so  many  losses  to  deplore,  it  proved  a  solace 
for  Cortes  to  find  present  his  favorite  captains,  San- 
doval, Alvarado,  and  Olid.  His  interpreters  were 
also  here,  and  foremost  the  loving  Marina,  whose  life, 
together  with  that  of  Luisa,  Xicotencatl's  daughter, 
was  due  to  the  zealous  care  of  the  latter's  brothers. 
Martin  Lopez,  the  ship-builder,  also  survived,  and 
the  sight  of  him  assisted  to  give  the  thoughts  of  the 
general  a  hopeful  bent,  rousing  in  his  enterprising 
spirit  projects  for  vengeance  and  recuperation.  Rem- 
nants though  they  were,  his  forces  were  still  larger 
than  those  with  which  he  had  overcome  Narvaez, 
and  which  he  had  till  then  regarded  as  sufficient  for 
the  conquest  of  the  empire.  The  experience  gained 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  country  were  in  themselves 
an  army;  and,  thank  fortune,  he  had  some  gold,  and 
better  still,  allies.  Tlascala  was  now  his  hope.  Ev- 
erything, indeed,  depended  on  the  little  republic,  and 

^^  On  a  later  page  Bemal  Diaz  says  he  fell  at  Otumba.  Hist.  Verdad., 
107,  246. 

^^  Herrera  attempts  to  save  somewhat  the  reputation  of  the  astrologer  by 
the  statement  that  heprophesied  death  for  himself  or  his  brother. 

^*  Every  one,  say  Cortes  and  Herrera;  but  Ixtlilxochitl  states  that  one 
sister  of  King  Cacama  was  saved,  and  he  intimates  that  one  or  two  of  his 
brothers  also  escaped.  He  is  contradictory^,  however.  Hist.  Chick.,  302,  390. 
The  one  who  escaped  must  have  been  Cuicuitzcatl,  the  newly  made  king  of 
Tezcuco.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  adds  two  of.  his  brothers,  probably  from 
misinterpreting  Ixtlilxochitl.  BisL  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  339. 


whether  it  would  afford  him  shelter  and  aid.  He 
knew  that  the  loss  of  so  many  of  its  warriors  under 
his  banner  had  brought  wide-spread  affliction,  which 
might  turn  to  hatred  toward  him  as  the  cause. 
Thereupon  he  talked  to  the  Tlascaltec  chiefs  •who 
were  yet  alive,  and  endeavored  to  stir  in  them  the 
thirst  for  revenge,  and  excite  their  desires  for  rich 
spoils  and  increased  domain.*^ 

Besiegers  and  besieged  sat  watching  each  other  the 
whole  day,  but  the  latter  made  no  signs  of  stirring. 
Thinking  that  they  would  not  venture  forth  for  some 
time,  many  of  the  former  began  to  file  off  homeward, 
leaving,  nevertheless,  a  strong  force  round  the  hill. 
Cortes  feared  that  the  morrow  would  bring  them 
back  with  reinforcements  and  make  escape  difficult. 
Trusting  again  therefore  to  the  darkness,  now  joined 
to  the  more  advantageous  circumstance  of  an  open 
field,  he  set  forth,  leaving  the  fires  blazing  to  lull  the 
watchfulness  of  the  foe.  Eight  captains  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  different  sections  to  maintain  the 
arranged  order  of  march,^  Cortes  with  a  portion  of 
the  cavalry  taking  the  rear,  as  the  post  of  danger. 
The  rest  of  the  horsemen  led  the  van,  while  the  sound 
infantry  formed  a  cordon  for  the  centre,  wherein 
the  wounded  were  carried  in  hammocks,  or  hobbled 
along  on  hastily  prepared  crutches,  a  few  being  taken 
up  behind  the  horsemen.  The  rear  had  hardly  left 
the  temple  before  the  enemy  were  upon  them  with 
swords  and  lances,  many  of  the  captured  and  recov- 
ered weapons  of  the  Spaniards  being  now  used  against 
themselves.  But  the  attack  was  not  severe,  partly  be- 
cause the  pursuers  had  been  reduced  to  irregular  bands 
from  the  mainland  settlements,  whose  chief  object 
was  plunder.     At  dawn  the  town  of  Calacoayan  was 

^  IxtUlxochitl  names  some  of  the  chiefs  to  whom  these  offers  were  made. 
Hist  Chich,y  302. 

^^  Avila,  a  veritable  martinet,  maimed  a  soldier  with  a  blow  for  stepping 
from  the  ranks  to  pluck  some  fruit.  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xii.  The 
same  story  has  been  told  of  Avila  in  Cempoala. 


sighted,  and  on  approaching  it  the  mounted  scouts 
came  in  a  ravine  upon  an  ambuscade  formed  by  its 
warriors.  Believing  them  to  be  numerous  the  horse- 
men galloped  back,  and  joined  by  others  returned  to 
charge.  It  is  related  that  the  leader  halting  for  a 
moment  to  arrange  for  the  attack,  a  soldier  became 
impatient,  and  hoisting  an  improvised  flag  on  his 
lance  he  called  out,  "Santiago!  follow  me  who  dare!" 
The  rest  responded,  and  the  enemy  was  routed  with 
slaughter.^     The  town  was  ransacked  for  food  and 
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fired  as  a  warning  to  the  assailants.  The  march  was 
resumed,  and  the  plain  of  Tizaapan  reached,  but 
owing  to  the  fight  at  the  town  and  the  constant 
skirmishing  only  three  leagues  were  made  that  day. 
Toward  sunset  they  reached  the  hamlet  of  Teucul- 
huacan,  and  took  peaceable  possession  of  the  temple 
for  the  night.^ 

'^  Cort^a  allows  the  fiTc  icoutfl  to  deJe&t  tko  enednyj  wlio  are  frightened  lay 
the  supposition  tha-t  a.  Urger  force  La  Dpon  them*  Cartas ^  137.  Herreiu  is  more 
e:splicit  with  re^Ard  to  the  ambuacadcj  aud  makes  Ordaz  lead  up  the  reinforce- 
meuts.  dec.  ii.lib.  je.  cap.  xil 

'*  *  Maft  no  eeoar,  *  Qomartiy  Hkl.  Mesc. ,  162.  Saha^im  0tat<5^,  howeTer,  that 
this  was  the  town  to  wliich  the  Otomis  had  on  the  preceding  day  iuvited 
them,  chiefly  because  tbey  were  rolat'ed  to  the  Otomis  of  tbe  Tlaacaltec  division 
under  Cortes.  Jlisf.  Conf/.,  3i^5.  A  risky  proccoding,  if  true,  for  an  isolated 
eommuuity,  on  whom  might  faJl  the  veiigcatice  of  the  hostile  Mexicaaa,    In 
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cavalry  charged,  and  took  refuge  on  the  hill-slopes,  fling- 
ing with  their  missiles  jeers  and  insults.  "Women!" 
they  cried;  ''cowards,  who  fight  only  when  mounted  I 
You  are  going  whence  none  of  you  shall  escape !"  The 
latter  threat  was  frequently  heard,  but  its  meaning 
failed  as  yet  to  be  understood.  There  was  a  worse 
enemy  than  the  Mexicans,  however,  and  that  was 
hunger,  which  made  itself  severely  ifelt,  "although 
Spaniards  can  endure  its  pangs  better  than  any  other 
nation,"  vaunts  Gomara,  "and  this  band  of  Cortds' 
better  than  all."  Eagerly  they  scanned  the  road  side 
for  fruit  or  roots,  and  many  ate  grass,  while  the  Tlas- 
c^ltecs  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  and  begged 
their  gods  to  take  pity  upon  them.^  One  soldier 
opened  a  dead  body  and  ate  the  liver,  and  when 
Cortds  heard  of  it  he  ordered  the  man  hanged,  but 
the  sentence  was  not  executed.  The  route,  at  first 
craggy,  passed  through  the  towns  of  Quauhtitlan  and 
Tepotzotlan,  along  the  lake  of  Zumpango,  to  Citlal- 
tepec,  where  camp  was  formed.  The  inhabitants  had 
fled,  but  food  was  there  to  eat,  and  even  to  carry  on 
their  journey,  and  there  they  remained  all  the  next 
day.*^ 

**  *  Mordiendo  la  tierra,  arrancando  yeroas,  y  al^&do  los  oios  al  cielo,  dezian, 
dioses  no  nos  desampareya  en  eate  peligro,  puea  teneys  poder  sobre  todos  los 
hombrtffi^  bozecl  que  con  vnestm  ayuda  ealgaino^  del. '  Jierrfra^  dec.  ii*  lib.  x. 
cap.  xiL 

-'*  ITerrem  c^nformB  to  Corbi?s  and  Gomam  in  admitting  a  stay  of  two 
nigbts  at  one  pltice,  but  makes  this  TecoTiatkn,  culkd  '  dtiok  town/ from  its 
many  fowl.  Tliia  is  evidently  Tepotzotlan.  But  it  was  not  ncnr  tbe  lake 
likcj  Citloltcpnc,  and  *diiok  town  appliea  rathi^r  to  a,  l&k(5  town,  in  this 
region,  at  least.  Cortt^a  also  writes,  in  Cari^^^  137,  '  fuimoa  aqiiel  dia  por 
cerca  do  unoa  lagunas  haata  que  lle^raos  (i  ima  poblacion/  and  tbia  does  not 
apply  well  to  Tepijtrotlan,  which  lies  a  goodly  distune*  from  the  lakes,  re- 
quiring certainly  u  o  march  along  '  some  M  ak  ca  to  reach  i  t.  1  lence  tbo  Citlal  t€  i>ec 
of  Saliagnn  moat  be  meant.  Tbis  author,  however,  snfi^fH^Siea  tlie  Spaniards  to 
stay  one  niglit  at  each  place.  IHM,  Omq.,  3B  (e*L  IS^CI),  129.  Ixtlilxochitl 
calk  the  plaoo  aftf^r  Tofitzotlan,  Aychqnflleo.  J  Fist.  Chkh.,  ;W2.  At  Tepot- 
zotlaiv»  Bays  Votancnrt,  Bome  of  the  people  rt^mamed  to  receive  the  Sjianiarils-— 
this  is  in  accordance  i^-ith  one  of  Bah/igun*^  verBions — Jiod  here  remained  to 
bide  the  soa  of  Montezuma,  whom  lie  auppt>scs  to  have  cscjiped  with  tho  troops. 
Teairo  Max.,  pt*  iii*  144.  Acconling  to  Chimalpaiii^fl  mterprftation  the  ^SpjiJJ- 
iards  stay  the  two  nipbts  at  Quauhtitlan,  and  tncnce  j>roceod  by  way  of  Eca- 
t«peo,  now  Ban  Criat.6bal(  skirting  the  northern  shore  of  Tezeii c6  Lake,  and  on 
to  Otamba,  //t^i.  Uonq.yL  .Wt-.j.  Thia  roott:  certainly  a  ppeara  the  most  flirect, 
but  there  h  no  authority  for  it.  The  sentence  from  Vortt'S  might  no  doubt  be 
adopted  equally  well  for  this  roail ;  but  Sahaguni  bcUilsocbiU,  and  Herrerft 


On  the  morning 
the  lake  and  turned 
increasing  forces;^ 
ness  of  the  road,  or 
made  than  on  the  pr 
at  the  deserted  ham 
they  proceeded  tows 
and  halted  at  the 
mysterious  movemei 
Cortes  set  out  with 
soldiers  to  reconnoit 
he  came  in  sight  o 
of  which  he  came  t 
having  gained  on  th< 
of  the  hill.  In  the  n 
the  head.*  He  retr< 
bandaged,  and  the  ft 
town,  which  appeared 
Indians  pursued  the 
killed  and  a  numbc 
horses.  One  of  the 
troops  deplored  its  ] 
for  roasted  maize  w 
only  food  for  several 

name  towns  which  lie  east  an 
r&LDy  season  now  prevailing 
swampy.  Tezcuco  was  beside 
tae  route  south  of  Zumpang 
above  reasons  apply. 

w « Nos  convenia  ir  much 
Owing  to  the  guide's  inefficiei 

*'  Sahagun  also  calls  the 
versions  sometimes  reverse  all 
the  last  camp. 

«  *  Detrds  d^l  [hill]  estaba  i 
138.  Zacamolco  is  also  called 
towns  so  close  together  in  a  dii 
Teotihuacan,  *  ci^  of  the  gods 
all  Andhuac,  and  one  of  the  < 
ruins,  see  Native,  Rcwes,  iv.  5l 

*•  *Ck)n  un  ^olpe  de  piedr 
armas,  le  rompi6  la  primera  ti 
which  afterward  grew  dangei 
was  received  at  Otumba. 

^  *  Le  comieron  sin  dexai 
Mex.y  162.     'La  cabeza  cupc 


resisting,  and  for  pro 
men  were  to  ride  wit 
so  as  to  break  the  en 
the  infantry,  who  wei 
arms  at  the  bowels  o 
Commending  then: 
the  aid  of  Santiago, 
the  plain,  skirted  on 
the  Tlaloc,  which  in< 
of  Otumba.  The  sig 
fying.  In  every  di: 
columns,  with  flowir 
varied  designs,  and  al 
glittering  iztli  points, 
lards  ever  encountere 
Diaz.  Their  numbe: 
their  attire  signified 
nobility  of  the  empi 
doubled,  and  that  w; 
Don  Quixote's  sheef 
small.  Aware  of  the 
of  the  Spaniards,  Cui 
caciques  of  Otumba, 
adjoining  region,  to  i 
minate  the  intruders 
tune,  for  at  the  tin 
which  attracted  a  lar 
teers  were  readily  ob 
represented  not  onl}^ 
profitable  from  the 
strong  force  from  th 
the  nucleus  of  the  ai 
assumed  by  Cihuacat 

'^  While  they  were  halting, 
advanced  to  challenge  any  Spa 
in  advancing  against  the  man 
sight  of  two  frightened  the  nat 
into  a  copse.   Jlerrera^  ii.  x.  x: 

"•i  Caz/iarr/o,  Hist.  Tlax,,  \\ 

the  name  Zihuatcatlzin,  and  ( 

that  of  the  Tlascaltec  chief.  Di 

y  de  Tezcuco,  y  Saltocan.'  Be) 

Hist.  Mkx.,  Vol.  I.    3: 


f*^t-, 


ff, 


en' 


«o/f/j 


Jerss, 


^^^•SP, 


^»'>'-S-^'r^''t''B'«tk 


wo. 


tn 


*^^'tf  ^'y'^ 


>r.;. 


yj 


for 


Af« 


'Pf^( 


"""•-"^"S;* 


oos 


®^'0«£ 


o/" 


tie 

•e 


of 


f^oj-j. 


eif 


»«ce. 


P^f^vi 


^aroe/:i«^a.,t,;r''«Airerf' 


a</.,-7u,>e 


nen- 


a 


''r:y''^yT' 


the  -f:  '^^-^  ro^  ,¥'i  t'VewTf  ^^«t. 


«i»^>i 


"^^■^  W/ 


""f^l'^^^^AA 


^'«Je.^!  ''^tt- 


'^J' mo... .'J"Jurf  ■.'*((,■.. 


^nd 


-Wrtor'"-! 


pSJ^^ 


5W  iUfiTKIfiAX  TV  XLAiSUALiA. 

baggage  department,®  and  again  the  cavalry  formed, 
this  time  in  more  compact  order.  But  the  enemy, 
ever  relieved  by  fresh  men,  maintained  the  firmness 
with  which  they  had  begun  the  charge,  and  both 
horsemen  and  foot -soldiers  found  the  pressure  be- 
coming greater  and  the  fight  hotter.  Thus  the  battle 
continued  during  the  greater  part  of  the  forenoon,*® 
the  natives  evidently  as  fresh  as  ever,  and  the  Spaniards 
visibly  failing.  "We  thought  surely  that  this  was  to 
be  our  last  day,"  writes  Cortes,  "in  view  of  the  great 
strength  of  the  Indians  and  the  little  resistance  they 
could  find  in  us,  tired  as  we  were,  and  nearly  all 
wounded,  and  faint  with  hunger." 

A  feeling  of  suffocation  and  deathly  despair  comes 
over  the  Spaniards  as  the  dusky  host  fold  them  in 
closer  and  yet  fiercer  embrace.  Hot  falls  the  blood- 
reeking  breath  upon  their  faces,  as,  flushed  with  suc- 
cess and  sure  of  their  victims,  the  foe  lay  hold  of  the 
Spaniards  to  drag  them  away  to  the  sacrifice.  Rare 
offerings  to  the  gods,  indeed,  are  these  magnificent 
menl  And  such  they  will  surely  become  if  Mary, 
Santiago,  or  the  ready  genius  of  Cortds  appears  not 
quickly  to  the  rescue!  But  how  shall  there  be  rescue? 
What  rescue  is  there  to  the  sinking  ship  alone  in  mid- 
ocean?  Can  this  Cortds  for  the  release  of  his  com- 
rades baffle  death  like  Hercules  for  the  release  of 
Alcestis? 

So  it  would  seem.  Behold  yonder  grand  personage, 
borne  aloft  in  open  litter,  high  over  the  others,  with 
pliimod  head-dress,  and  above  it  the  gold-net  standard, 
the  Uahjiizmailaj^opiflifBet  with  precious  feathers,  ami 
secured  to  his  back  by  a  staff,  according  to  custom." 

''^ An  ili-naturt'd  brute,  wUit^U  littaekoJ  tlic  enemy  with  t<?etk  and  hoof 8.  H# 
dill  ^mu\  sorvifo  tilt  tltmiigli  ilw  fDHywiti^  cjimimign,  till  lie  fell  in  oao  of  ^e 
Lfc3t  Ijattli-Ji  of  tb^  grout  licgci.   t'auiar*fO,  lJf»f.  ffax,,  17*2. 

*•*  'Biiru  eatc  tertiblo  crmflicto  por  uma  tie  cu^tro  horas . . ..  Llegado  el  medio 
dift,  cou  el  iiitolemble  tmLiju  de  I j  pelea,  lot*  c^pafLoles  cooieruefkron  d  deamayar.  * 
SaJiutjitft,  IlkL  Coit'i.  (cd.  1840),  U2. 

*'  'En  yaita  _\niJai(,  vn  CiiLuOtsnt  inumliijido,  con  viia  Rodela.  Doratla,  y  (jn(> 
ii  Vtindcrji,  y  Kt^iitl  Rwil.  qim.^  Ic  siiliii  \nfr  laa  KspEildjLs,  t^ra  vnii  Rod  de  Oro* 
<]  u*>  los  Itvdios  lliLinn  lian  TlTi.lniijmiatljATL<>i>illi,  que  le  snbia  dieJ!  palino^'  Tormtt- 
ffva/Jji^  i.  5Uy.    *  Su  vande^-u  tmididu,  coju  rii^ws  armaa  de  ofd,  y  gi^ndc^  pena^moB 
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for  he  comes  as  capta 

death  of  these  Span 
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juncture  Cortes  does 
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is  all  the  brave  man 

his  mounted  follower 

and  as  if  he  would  i 
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break  with  them !    Ii 
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but  knew  that  the  n 

would  determine  the 

Spain. 

Throwing  themsel 
of  their  own  cannon 
they  mow  an  instai 
The  wave  of  disorde 
the  unruly  horse  of ' 
onward,  overturns  tl 
hurls  the  bearers  to 
Cortes,  when  he  re( 
victory!"  echo  his  j 
plunges  his  lance  inl 

de  argenteria.'  BemcU  Diaz^ 
net  meUlaocopUi,  Hist,  Chieh.t 
quemada. 


as  they  had  fought  before,  as  cravenly  did  they 
now  flee.*^ 

Forgetful  of  wounds  and  hunger,  and  regardless  of 
the  imminent  danger  attending  such  a  course,  the 
Spaniards  pursued  the  fooHsh  fugitives,  thrusting  and 
slashing  at  them  until  they  had  killed  twenty  thou- 
sand— a  round  figure,  truly,  and  one  which  accords 
well  with  the  estimates  of  the  entire  force.  But  after 
all,  what  the  natives  had  hitherto  suffered  must  have 
been  little  compared  with  the  present  slaughter,  for 
their  dead  lay  very  thick  along  the  line  of  retreat. 
Hardly  one  among  the  Spaniards  had  come  off  scath- 
less,  while  few  of  the  poor  Tlascaltecs  were  left  to 
share  in  the  rich  spoils.** 

After  recalling  the  troops  from  their  bloody  pursuit, 
the  first  care  of  Cortds  was  to  see  that  the  wounded 
soldiers  had  rest  and  refreshment.  Then  a  solemn 
thanksgiving  service  was  held,  and  right  earnestly  did 
they  all  join  in  its  offering.  Cortds  ascribed  the  vic- 
tory to  St  Peter,  as  with  his  name  on  his  lips  he  had 
made  the  miraculous  charge.  But  Santiago  was  the 
soldiers'  favorite,  as  they  declared  he  was  present  and 
fought  with  them ;  and  near  the  village  of  Tenexcalco 
a  chapel  was  afterward  erected  to  commemorate  his 
appearance.*^ 

Obviously  this  battle  was  the  most  important  so  far 
in  the  New  World;  and  it  must  ever  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  history.  The  natives 
were  probably  much  less  numerous  than  the  estimates 
of  the  boastful  victors;  still  they  were  immensely 
superior  in  number  and  condition  to  the  Spaniards, 
enfeebled   by  recent  defeat,  by  wounds,  and  want. 

**  '  Los  principales,  UeuarO  cO  ffr&  llanto,  el  cuerpo  de  su  general, '  says 
Herrera;  but  this  is  doubtful,  to  judge  also  from  his  subsequent  observations. 

** '  Muricron casi  todos  los  amigos  de  los  espafioles,  y  algunos  de  elloa 

mismos.'  Sahaguriy  HisL  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  132.  Solis  acknowledges  only 
wounded,  of  whom  two  or  three  died  afterward.  Hiat,  Mex.j  ii.  203.  Cort<^8 
did  not  escape  additional  wounds,  from  which  he  was  soon  to  suflfer  intensely. 

*^  The  natives  were  particularly  ready  to  testify  to  this  supernatural  aid, 
as  Camargo  relates,  HiH.  Tlax.,  172,  perhaps  for  their  own  credit,  as  good 
converts  and  brave  warriors. 


where  he  hoped  to  find  a  haven.  It  was  only  hope, 
however;  for  Cortes  came  not  as  before,  heralded  as 
the  invincible  conqueror,  to  whose  bravery  and  deeds 
the  warlike  republic  was  delighted  to  offer  homage; 
nor  with  the  vision  of  the  mighty  Montezuma  bend- 
ing before  him;  nor  with  the  prospect  of  entering 
to  assume  control  of  a  great  empire.  All  this  was 
changed.  He  had  lost  his  former  prestige,  and  could 
present  himself  only  as  a  fugitive  to  seek  protection 
for  a  remnant  of  his  army.  And  this  at  the  hands  of 
those  who  might  yet  smart  under  the  stigma  of  defeat 
by  a  handful,  and  who  might  now  find  it  prudent  and 
convenient  to  accept  the  friendship  and  wealth  of  the 
victorious  Aztecs.  What  if  the  people  of  Tlascala 
should  reject  him?  "We  were  not  very  confident  in 
finding  the  natives  of  the  said  province  faithful  and 
friends  of  ours,"  writes  Cortds;  "for  we  feared  that 
they,  on  seeing  us  so  dismembered,  might  seek  our 
lives,  in  order  to  recover  the  liberty  which  they 
formerly  enjoyed.  This  thought  and  fear  kept  us  in 
as  great  an  affliction  as  when  we  marched  along 
harassed  by  those  of  Culiia."**  Nevertheless  he  sought 
to  cheer  his  men  with  hopes  for  the  best,  and  to 
remind  them  how  necessary  it  was,  now  above  all,  to 
guard  their  conduct  so  as  to  give  rise  to  no  jealousies 
or  unpleasantness,  since  even  a  petty  quarrel  might 
raise  a  whirlwind  to  overwhelm  them.  Should  God, 
however,  not  permit  them  to  rest  in  Tlascala,  they 
must  recall  their  many  glorious  victories  over  greater 
forces  than  could  henceforth  be  brought  against  them, 
and  be  prepared  with  stout  hearts  and  vigorous  arms 
to  meet  the  issue. 

The  march  was  resumed  in  the  morning  with  the 
usual  precautions,  although  the  pursuers  fell  off  as 
the  border  was  approached.  Soon  the  Spaniards 
reached  a  fountain  on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  close  to  an 
ancient  fortress,  which  marked  the  boundary  of  the 

^*  Cartas,  140.  '  Pues  quiz&  sabiamos  cierto,  que  noe  aoian  de  wet  leales,  6 
que  voluntad  temian.'  Bernal  Diaz,  IJist,  Verdaa.,  108. 


i.\/JLI\JXJX.   JLX\/X'«* 


Tlascaltecs  for  the  Mexicans  was  too  deep  to  be 
smothered  by  one  reverse,  and  the  desire  to  avenge 
their  fallen  brethren  intensified  it.  When  the  news 
came  of  the  hostile  gathering  at  Otumba  they  had 
endeavored  to  procure  reinforcements  for  their  allies, 
but  had  not  been  able  to  collect  a  sufficient  number 
in  time.^^ 

Cortes  was  deeply  moved  by  the  kind  expressions 
and  offers  accorded  him,  and  sought  in  every  way  to 
strengthen  this  so  vital  friendship.  He  exhibited 
profound  grief  over  the  death  of  so  many  Tlascaltec 
allies,  and  sympathized  in  particular  with  Maxixcatzin 
over  the  loss  of  his  daughter  Elvira,  who  had  fallen 
with  her  husband  Velazquez.  He  also  distributed 
presents,  chiefly  such  as  had  been  obtained  from  the 
Otumba  battle-field,  and  induced  his  men  to  follow 
the  example.  Maxixcatzin's  heart  was  completely 
won  by  the  gift  of  the  banner  taken  from  the  Mexican 
generalissimo,^^  and  other  chiefs  were  gladdened  with 
different  trophies.  The  troops  remained  at  Hueyot- 
lipan  for  three  days,^*  in  order  to  recruit  somewhat, 
and  then,  assisted  by  a  number  of  carriers,  they  passed 

^'  *  Yo  queria, '  said  Maxixcatzin,  *  jr  en  vuestra  busca  con  treynta  mil  guer- 
reros. '  Bernal  DiaZj  Hist.  Vcrdad. ,  109.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  Aztec  version 
of  Diiran,  which  says  that  the  rumor  of  Tlascaltec  preparations  helped  to  in- 
timidate the  pi*oposed  Mexican  reinforcements  for  Otumb^..  Hist,  ind.y  MS., 
ii.  483.  According  to  Oviedo,  50,000  warriors,  followed  by  20,000  carriers,  met 
the  Spaniards  at  the  frontier,  iii.  514.  Camargo  extends  the  number  to  200,000, 
*who  came  too  late,  but  served  nevertheless  to  check  pursuit  from  the  enemy.' 
Hint.  Tlax.j  173.  Gromara  stamps  Oviedo^s  statement  as  hearsay,  but  adds 
that  the  Tlascaltecs  declared  themselves  prepared  to  return  with  tlie  Spaniards 
at  once  aeainst  Mexico.  This  Cortes  declinea  to  do  for  the  present,  but  allowed 
a  few  soldiers  to  join  a  band  in  pursuit  of  marauding  stragglers.  Hist.  Mex. ,  164. 
The  delay  in  collecting  the  proposed  reinforcements  may  have  been  due  to  the 
small  faction  hostile  to  the  Spaniards,  headed  by  the  captain-general,  Xicoten- 
catl  the  younger,  who  seems  never  to  have  forgiven  the  disgrace  of  defeat  which 
they  had  been  the  first  to  inflict  upon  him.  He  had  accompanied  the  lords  to 
Hueyotlipan,  perhaps  to  gloat  over  the  misfortune  of  his  victors.  According  to 
Herrera,  Captain  Juan  Paez — Torquemada  writes  Perez — was  one  of  the  in- 
valids at  Tlascala,  and  to  him  100,000  warriors  had  been  offered  to  ^o  to  the 
aid  of  his  general ;  but  he  declined,  on  the  ground  that  his  strict  orders  were 
to  remain  with  his  80  men  at  Tlascala.  For  this  he  was  naturally  upbraided 
by  Cortes  as  a  coward,  fit  for  hanging.  The  story  is  not  very  probable,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  X.  cap.  xiv.;  Torqueviada,  i.  612. 

^  '  Que  estim6  d  mucho,  y  puso  por  una  de  sub  annas.'  IxtlUxochMl,  Hist, 
Chick.,  303. 

^^  Cort68,  Cartas^  140.     Bernal  Diaz  intimates  one  day. 


on  to  the  capital.  Here  the  wliole  population  came 
fortli,  heaxled  by  the  lords,  io  welcome  them,  with 
music,  and  flowerSj  and  acclamations.^  Cortes  was 
taken  in  charge  bj  Maxixcatzin  and  lodged  in  his 
palace;  Alvarado  became  the  guest  of  old  ^cotencatl^ 
and  the  others  received  every  attention.  The  recep- 
tion concluded  with  a  series  of  festivities." 


'^  *  C5  mas  d©  dimentoa  mil  hombrca  en  ordea;  jnan  ka  mag^ircs,  j  niflos, 
©a  la  delmitera.  *  Nerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x,  cap,  xiiL  This  order  may  have  been 
inteaded  to  signi/y  i^oace  imd  welcome. 

'*  Camargo  diflers  from  Eemal  Dia**  in  intunating  that  all  were  lodged  in 
MaxixcotiSla'H  pabi™,  while  Ixtlilxochitl  aasumca  thatCort^  wm  tho  guest  of 
Xicoteacath  *  MagiacEicin  mo  trajo  aaa  cama  de  madera  eacajadai  con  algtmn 
ropa y  i  todos  nizo  reparar  de  lo  qae  *5l  tavo.*  Cortds,  Cartae^  141. 
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valids.  On  the  way  they  were  surprised  and  slaugh- 
tered, the  treasures  and  effects  being  distributed  as 
spoils.^ 

The  larger  division  of  the  party,  under  tlie  hidalgo 
Juan  Yuste,^  which  were  to  join  Cortes,  also  picked 
up  some  convalescents,  together  with  additional  treas- 
ure and  baggage,  and  proceeded  to  Mexico  by  the  way 
of  Calpulalpan.  They  numbered  five  horsemen,  forty- 
five  foot-soldiers,  and  three  hundred  Tlascaltecs,  the 
latter  under  command  of  one  of  Maxixcatzin's  sons. 
Advised  of  their  approach  the  natives  of  Zultepec, 
among  others,  were  induced,  more  by  cupidity  than 
patriotic  zeaJ,  to  form  an  ambuscade  along  the  steep 
declivity  of  a  narrow  pass  which  had  to  be  followed. 
Here  they  fell  upon  the  party  on  all  sides  as  they  de- 
scended in  single  file,  encumbered  beside  by  their 
burdens.  Resistance  was  ineffective,  and  those  not 
slain  were  carried  to  Tezcuco  to  be  offered  up  to  the 
idols,  while  their  effects  were  distributed,  some  of  the 
trophies  being  dedicated  to  temples  of  the  Acolhuan 
capital,  there  to  tell  the  mournful  tale  to  the  returning 
conquerors.^ 

^  This  appears  to  have  taken  place  on  the  Xoootlan  road,  followed  by  the 
Spaniards  on  first  entering  the  country,  for  in  the  temple  of  this  town,  says 
"BeniBl  Diaz,  were  found  the  anddlea  and  other  trophies.  He  efltimatpf?  th«^ 
trt'u^iiirtj  loat  at  40,000  jniEWja.  IlL^l.  Vtrdad,,  108,  lIG-117;  LtjuJd*^:^  PruUiniin^ 
in  Icaz^jolcHn ,  CoL  Doc  i.  425, 

*  HfTrcrn.  writes,  under  luste  and  Morla .    If  correct  there  were  two  Morlas. 

^  Hcrrt'ru  copies*  thia  accuBnt,  but  givea  also  unotht^r  in  an  earlier  chapter, 
which  leads  nut  to  suppose  tliat  Yuatc  flJid  o,  few  GonipaJiions  csciLiJcd  t*>  the 
mnuntaiTia,  Th^  cither  pensheil  of  hunger  or  were  captui^d  »t  some  set- 
tleiiient  while  offering  the  reiriDant  of  tlieir  treaaorea  for  food.  An  inscrip- 
ttou  hy  Yuste  on  a  piec^j  of  hark  rcM?onled  tbcir  Bufferin^fa.  'For  a^^  F^^ 
el  doBuiehad')  luaji  Juste,  con  ana  dcatlicbacloa  couii)afieros»  con  l^ta  navlLhfiri 
que  por  |K)cas  tortillas  de  may^t  liio  vno  \nj^  haira  de  oro,  quo  peaauA  o^hfh 
cientoa  duciidoft.'  dec,  li.  lib.  x.  cap.  xiii.;  deo.  iil.  lib.  i*  cap-  v.  Torqu*- 
mada  repeats  Ixitli  Yenaions.  i  r*3(^l.  Potior  Mjirtyr  and  Croniara  are  also 
coufu&ea,  allowing  the  Yusto  pfirty  in  one  page  to  fall  at  th©  pa»,  and  on 
aiiotlier  to  turn  back  to  Villa  Kii^^V fro ra  TL%«ieda.  Ht^L  M^^,,  lOt^,  181-2.  A 
tniaintotpreLiition  uf  a  vagiie  x^uHsa^e  by  C(>rtds  is  the  eaufte  of  the  niistak«) 
iiitf>  whicli  iieiiily  csvory  ^xiter  ha  a  fallfiiu.  Thifl  party  carried,  according  to 
the  CatiaSt  141  ^  lSn-4,  a  iiuinbt^r  of  agreemcjita  with  tho  natiYC^f  and  otJier 
Taluabk  documents,  beside  Corf 03*  personal  etR^tte  and  vaLuabltis,  wortli  ovtft 
30,000  pcm>»  do  ora,  Ikrnal  Dia^  saya  thrt^e  loads  of  gold.  Tbe  inhabitaots 
said  that  people  from*  Te/jcueo  and  Mexico  Jiad  dme  the  deed  to  avtinge 
Caeama,  But  none  except  the  natives  of  the  district  could  have  inid  time 
to  gather  for  the  attack. 


ama:  jl-  .uiv^  a  kj    \ 


About  this  time  a  vess 
three  or  four  score  of 
Coronado,  and  being 
Mexico  they  resolved  to 
army,  in  order  to  secure 
just  after  the  flight  fror 
were  in  arms,  elated  at  t 
approaching  the  Tepeac 
prised,  and  partly  slaug 
prisoners  being  distribu 
province  for  sacrifice.* 

These  reports  created 
of  Villa  Erica,  and  sever 
sent  with  letters,  by  difl 
Orders  were  also  given  i 
powder,  fire-arms,  bows, 
could  spare,  together  w 
others  were  available.  ' 
although  the  natives  h 
disaster  at  Mexico  than 
to  the  garrison,  yet  ever 


*  Herrera  places  the  number  of 
rv.  Bemal  Diaz  speaks  of  the  slauc 
and  he  leaves  the  impression  that  tl 
had  followed  the  army  at  their  leis 
the  party  described  in  the  text,  Y 
stmction  at  Tochtepec  of  a  force  o 
sent  to  reduce  this  province  a  few  i 
no  other  original  authority,  may  b 
party  in  <juestion  belonged  to  the 
accompanied  Yuste  and  Alcdntara 
arrived  after  their  departure.  This 
ment  that  several  small  parties,  "v 
CortiJs'  conquests,  were  killed  in  Tc] 
narratives  of  Bemal  Diaz  and  Cor 
ten  to  eighteen  men,  who  fell  at  Que 
likely  that  so  many  small  jmrties  c 
short  interval  of  Cortes'  departure 
nor  that  they  would  have  venturet 
during  so  unquiet  a  period ;  nor  ^ 
penetrate  so  far  as  Tepeaca  ere  th« 
belonged  to  the  largo  party  spoke 
captive,  were  distributed  among  tli 
defeat.  This  appears  to  be  the  onl; 
which  have  so  confused  every  writ 
or  into  the  omission  of  facts.  80 
J/ea:.,  ii.  409-10;  Brattseur  de  JJou 
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remittance  of  war  material  was  small,  and  the  men 
who  convoyed  it  numbered  less  than  a  dozen,  men 
stricken  by  disease,  and  led  by  Lencero,  who  became 
the  butt  of  the  drdles  de  corps^ 

Every  attention  and  comfort  was  tendered  at  Tlas- 
cala  to  the  Spaniards  while  caring  for  their  wounds 
and  awaiting  the  development  of  projects.  Hardly  a 
man  had  arrived  scathless,  and  quite  a  number  had 
received  injuries  which  maimed  them  for  life  or  re- 
sulted in  death.*  Cortds'  wounds  were  most  serious. 
The  indomitable  spirit  which  sustained  him  so  far 
now  yielded  with  the  failing  body.  Severe  scalp 
cuts  brought  on  fever ,^  which  caused  his  life  to  hang 
in  the  balance  for  some  time.  ^  Finally  his  strong 
constitution  and  the  excellent  empiric  methods  of  the 
native  herb  doctors  prevailed,  to  the  joy,  not  alone  of 
Spaniards,  but  of  Tlascaltecs,  who  had  shown  the 
utmost  anxiety  during  the  crisis. 

During  this  period  of  Spanish  inaction  the  Mexi- 
cans were  energetically  striving  to  follow  up  their 
blow  against  the  invaders.  The  first  act  after  ridding 
the  capital  of  their  presence  was  one  of  purgation, 
in  which  the  victorious  party  fell  on  those  whose 
lukewarmness,  or  whose  friendly  disposition  toward 
Moritezunui  and  his  guests^  had  kiodered  the  siege 
operiitions  and  aided  the  euemy-  A  tumult  was  soon 
raised,  whurein  perished  four  royal  princes,  brothers 
and  sons  of  Montezuma,®  whose  death  may  be  at- 

*  Ktjmal  Diflx  intinml^a  tlia.t  only  two  vesaela  remained  of  Nfltraez*  fleets 
and  o!it?.  of  tlio^e  wa^  no^v  destroyed  so  that  the  crow  might  bo  sent  to  ThtscalR^ 
The  reiiiforot>Jtient3  nymlwivd  lour  soMiora  and  throe  Ba.ilorBj  two  of  whom 
etjirctxnl  from  swolltn  atomacb^,  and  the  neet  from  reneixsal  diicases.  //ft»f, 

°Bemal  Dia^,  lfi$L  Vertind.^  \0i\,  men tiona  only  four  den tlia. 

^  SSc  le  pasnio  la  cabe^^,  o  ponxue  no  lo  eiimron  bica^  aacado  le  ^aom:  o 
por  fil  dcmasiado  trkbajo/  6'omaiiij  //»>/.  Mtx,,  ](j2.  Soli^  describes  the 
progress  of  the.  cnro  with  a  jumuten^s^  tha^t  would  do  credit  to  fr  modical 
pnnml  ///<  Mt^.,  it  212~!4. 

^  The  Cihuafohtiatl,  T;!ihuiicpoj>ocatzm,  CipocLitli,  and  TencuecueDot^i^. 
The  account  of  tlii^  tumult  is  given  in  a  memorial  on  th©  oonqnest  bj  ml 
ludian,  puBseesed  by  Torqucmudii.  i.  500- JO,  Brasseiir  do  Bo&rbot5rg««iiiil« 
T^huacpopocatziu  and  the  Uihuticohiuitl  to  be  sona  of  Ti^EoCp  aud  thd  lost  two 
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More  decisive  in  its  results  was  the  mission  to 
Tlascala.  Regarded  as  the  most  important  of  all,  it 
was  intrusted  to  six  prominent  men,  of  acknowl- 
edged talent  for  negotiation.  They  came  fortified  with 
choice  presents  of  robes,  feathers,  salt,  and  similar  de- 
sirable commodities,  and  were  received  with  customary- 
courtesy  by  the  assembled  lords  and  council.  The 
eldest  was  the  first  to  speak.  He  recalled  the  inti- 
mate relationship  between  Mexico  and  Tlascala  in 
blood  and  language,  deplored  the  feud  which  had  so 
long  existed,  and  urged  the  establishment  of  per- 
manent peace,  for  mutual  benefit,  whereby  the  Tlascal- 
tecs  would  gain  all  the  advantages  of  a  long  prohibited 
trade.  One  obstacle  alone  interposed  to  prevent  a 
happy  harmony,  which  was  the  presence  of  the  Span- 
iards, to  whom  was  due  the  unfortunate  condition  of 
the  whole  country.  Their  only  aim  was  to  make 
themselves  masters,  to  overthrow  the  gods  of  the 
natives,  to  enslave  the  inhabitants,  and  impoverish 
them  by  exactions. 

The  Tlascaltecs  would  after  rendering  service  be 
treated  with  the  same  base  ingratitude  and  perfidy 
as  the  over  generous  Montezuma,  and  reap  not  only 
universal  detestation,  but  the  anger  of  the  gods. 
Better,  therefore,  to  seize  the  present  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  deliver  themselves  from  dreadful  calamities, 
to  establish  prosperity  and  independence  on  a  firm 
basis,  and  by  a  joint  alliance  recover  the  alienated 
provinces  and  share  the  revenues  therefrom."  The 
first  step  to  this  desirable  end  was  the  destruction 
of  the  Spaniards,  now  at  their  mercy,  whereby  they 
would  gain  also  the  gratitude  of  neighboring  peoples, 
the  fame  of  patriots,  and  the  blessing  of  the  gods. 

The  speech  delivered,  together  with  the  presents, 
the  envoys  withdrew  to  let  the  council  deliberate. 
Bitter  as  was  the  enmity  between  the  two  peoples, 
intensified  by  the  recent  defeat,  there  were  not  want- 

^*  *  Entrarian  en  parte  dc  todaa  laa  rentas  de  las  proyincias  BOgetas  por  el 
imperio.'  IxtlilxochUf,  Hist,  Chich.,  304. 
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prospect  of  afterward 
tor  their  aggrandizen 
provisions  for  the  Sp 
could  not  but  observ 
vailed  in  some  quarte 
pears  to  have  remonst 
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During  the  deliberatic 
proposal  the  young  ch 
suggestions  of  those 
alliance,  and  boldly  ad 
for  Tlascala. 
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the  presence  of  the 
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ancient  enemy  would 
cala,  in  addition  to  th( 
one  of  the  chief  instru 
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over  them.  They  w( 
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between  the  native  tril 
saved  from  what  proba 
erous  alliance,  perhaps 
into  peaceful  obscurit; 
conquered  people.^®  T 
disagreement  in  the  ( 
Cortds,  but  he  heard  < 
Maxixcatzin  in  his  dev 
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cloud  dissipated,  leaving  the  itx 
tracting  many  believers.  Hist,  i 
chief  among  the  lords,  to  attack 
Spaniards.  Hi8t,  Conq.  (ed.  184C 

**»With  reference  to  the  attc 
Heirera  says,  *  Sin  tener  los  Mexi 
de  lo  que  passaua,*  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  ci 
into  a  flight  of  the  envoy  on  obs* 
da  credersi,  che  il  Senato  manda 
la  risposta,'  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  1 
they  fled;  but  this  is  unlikely, 
could  hardly  have  escaped  from 
edge  of  the  senate,  who  had,  hi 
honor  and  protection  as  for  pre\ 
Envoys  enjoyed  great  respect  am< 
assume  more  correctly  that  the  < 

^'Tlascala  sealed  herenslav 
tercsts  for  the  sake  of  shameful  i 
decay,  and  in  the  odium  cast  oi 
Bustamante,  in  Sahagun,  Hist. 
dwindled  away  ever  smce  CJortds 
directions ;  but  this  wa3  the  nat 
ence  of  the  stronger  element.  ] 
slight  privileges,  and  since  thci 
casual  references  to  the  conques 


nable  idols  with  their  bloody  ministers,  and  tame 
summon  others  to  enjoy  the  riches  and  glories  wKi 
you  are  too  craven  to  achieve?  Alack!  for  yo 
patriotism,  for  duty  to  your  emperor,  to  God,  for  tl 
honor  of  Spanish  arms  I  Kjiow  you  not  that  a\ 
step  further  in  retreat  than  necessary  is  equivale 
to  the  abandonment  of  all?  Or  perhaps  the  fault 
my  own.  I  have  been  too  careful  of  mine  ease,  t< 
cowardly  to  expose  my  person  to  the  dangers  im 
which  I  directed  you;  I  have  fled  before  the  foe — Iolg 
me  to  remember,  friends — I  have  left  my  comrades  \ 
die  unaided  on  the  battle-field  while  I  sought  safet; 
I  have  fed  while  you  starved,  I  have  slept  while  yo 
labored,  or  my  too  sluggish  brain  has  refused  the  dut 
due  by  your  commander."  The  speaker  paused,  bi: 
only  for  a  moment.  At  this,  the  very  beginning  of  lij 
plea,  a  hundred  eyes  were  affectionately  regarding  bii 
through  their  moisture,  a  hundred  tongues  were  denj 
ing  all  insinuations  of  baseness  as  applied  to  him,  thei 
great  and  brave  commander.  Already  their  heart 
were  aflame  with  avarice  and  ambition;  aflame,  lik< 
St  Augustine's,  with  Christian  zeal  and  fervency  o 
devotion,  soldier  fanatics  as  they  were,  stern,  fore 
head-wrinkled  men — for  fighting  men,  no  less  thai 
fighting  dogs,  display  a  gravity  in  their  every-daj 
demeanor  unknown  to  tamer  spirits.  "Are  not  mj 
interests  yours,  and  yours  mine?"  continued  Cortds 
"Therefore,  I  pray  you,  ascribe  not  my  views  to  dis- 
regard of  your  wishes,  but  to  a  desire  to  promote  the 
good  of  all.  What  people  going  to  war  that  does  not 
sometimes  suffer  defeat;  but  what  brave  men  ever 
abandoned  a  glorious  campaign  because  of  one  repulse? 
And  do  you  not  see  that  it  is  more  dangerous  to  ffo 
than  to  remain — that  to  retreat  further  would  only 
invite  further  attack?  I  will  not  allude  before  soldiers 
of  mine,"  concluded  the  speaker,  "to  the  everlasting 
infamy  of  abandoning  these  brave  Tlascaltecs  to  the 
enmity  of  the  combined  forces  of  the  plateau  for 
having  stood  the  Spaniards'  friend  in  time  of  danger. 


oz» 
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The  latter  were  reconciled  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
conquest  on  finding  the  opening  campaign  so  speedy 
and  comparatively  bloodless,  and  fresh  confidence  was 
infused  into  the  Tlascaltecs,  and  new  allies  came  for- 
ward, while  the  prestige  of  Spanish  arms  began  again 
to  spread  terror  among  the  enemy  and  open  a  way 
into  other  provinces.  This  was  promoted  by  messen- 
gers, who  carried  promises  of  release  from  Aztec 
tyranny,  and  pointed  out  the  fate  of  rebellious  and 
stubborn  Tepeacan  towns.  The  Mexicans,  who  during 
the  inactivity  of  the  allies  had  grown  somewhat  lax 
in  their  efforts  to  conciliate  subject  provinces,  now 
became  more  earnest,  more  free  with  presents  and 
offers  to  remit  tribute.  These  endeavors  were  greatly 
counteracted  by  their  troops,  however,  whose  in- 
solence and  greed  drove  the  inhabitants  to  tacitly  or 
openly  favor  the  Spaniards. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Aztec  garrisons  from  Tepeaca 
served  to  strengthen  those  on  its  frontier,  particularly 
at  QuauhquechoUan,^  ten  or  eleven  leagues  south- 
west of  the  new  Spanish  head-quarters,  which  pro- 
tected the  approach  to  the  southern  pass  into  the 
valley  of  Mexico.^  Its  province  bordered  on  Hue- 
xotzinco  and  Cholula,  and  skirting  the  snow-crowned 
Popocatepetl  it  extended  for  some  distance  south 
and  south-east  of  it.  The  lord,^**  who  had  tendered 
allegiance  to  Spain  simultaneously  with  Montezuma, 
had  recently  sent  in  the  assurance  of  his  loyalty,  with 
the  explanation  that  fear  of  the  Mexicans  bad  pre- 
vented him  from  doing  so  before.  A  few  days  later 
came  liis  messengers  to  ask  protection  against  the 
Aztec  garrisons,  reinforced  to  the  extent  of  some 
thirty  thousand  men,^  who,  fi^om  their  camp  within  a 
league  of  the  city,  were  plundering  and  committing 

**  The  iiamo  of  a  beautiful  bird^  now  San  Martin  de  Haaquochub.  TliiB 
town  was  known  to  thti  ^pimiarLL)  under  tko  name  of  GuacochuJa, 

**  *A  la  ^ntrada  de  ua  pnerto  quo  se  ^Huaa  j^am  tntrar  A.  la  provincia  de 
Mdjioo  poralU.'  t'oH(%  f'artu^,  145.  After  tUo  conquest  it  was  njgved  to  a 
more  o]:ien  aite,  three  leagues  Boiith.  Torquejna^a,  i.  316^ 

^^  C^dcoz&niGtL   Brajtueiir  tlf  Boud/Otfrtj^  ffviL  Nat.  Gw^,  It.  372. 

*^  Herrera  reduces  Cort^'  figure  to  2U,0tW, 
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outrages.  This  appeal  being  quite  in  accord  with  the 
plans  of  Cortes,  he  at  once  complied  by  sending  Olid 
and  Ordaz,  with  two  hundred  soldiers,  thirteen  horses, 
most  of  the  fire-arms  and  cross-bows,  and  thirty 
thousand  allies.*^  It  was  arranged  with  the  Quauh- 
quechollans  that  they  should  begin  the  attack  as  soon 
as  the  Spaniards  came  near,  and  cut  off  communica- 
tion between  the  city  garrison  and  the  adjoining  camp. 
Olid  marched  by  way  of  Cholula,  and  received  en 
route  large  accessions  of  volunteers,  chiefly  from  the 
province  to  be  aided  and  from  Huexotzinco,  all  eager 
lor  a  safe  blow  at  the  Aztecs,  and  for  a  share  of  the 
spoils.  So  large,  indeed,  was  the  enrolment  that  some 
of  the  ever  timid  men  of  Narvaez  conjured  up  from 
this  a  plot  for  their  betrayal  into  the  hands  of  the 
Mexicans,  with  whom  nmior  filled  every  house  at 
Quauhquechollan,  making  in  all  a  larger  number  than 
at  Otumba.  The  loyalty  of  the  new  province  being 
wholly  untried,  and  that  of  Huexotzinco  but  little 
proven,  the  alarm  appeared  not  unfounded,  and  even 
the  leaders  became  so  infected  as  to  march  back  to 
Cholula,  whence  the  chiefs  of  the  suspected  allies  were 
sent  xmder  guard  to  Cortes,  with  a  report  of  the 
occurrence."  The  latter  examined  the  prisoners,  ami 
readily  surmised  the  cause  of  the  trouble;  but,  as  it 
would  not  answer  to  dampen  native  ardor  for  the  war 
by  leaving  them  in  that  suspicion,  he  apologized  for 

^  Bemal  Diaz  names  Olid  alone  for  the  conunand,  and  Gomara  adds  Ordas 
and  Andrte  de  Tajsia,  while  Herrera  sabstitatea  Ordaz  and  Avila.  The  latter 
is  probably  wrong  in  ^ying  them  300  soldiers,  and  Peter  Martyr  errs,  through, 
his  mnter,  perhaps,  m  allowing  only  3000  allies. 

^Gcfct^  writes  that  this  ocoorred  in  a  town  of  Huexotzinco  province^ 
and  that  here  the  Spaniards  were  alarmed  by  the  report  of  oollnsion  between 
the  Haexotzincas,  the  Quaahquechollans,  and  the  Aztecs.    The  leaders  de- 
scribed the  expedition  as  difficult.  Cartas^  146.     Qomara  follows,  naming  the  • 
captain  who  brought  the  chiefs  captive  to  Oort^  Hist,  Mex,,  169.    Bemal 
Diaz  points  out  very  plausibly  that  Huexotzinco  lay  wholly  out  of  the  way  ; : 
and,  i^orinff  the  accession  of  volunteers,  he  assumes  that  the  report  of  a  vast 
gathermg  of  Mexican  troops  round  Quauhquechollan  was  the  cause  for  alarm, 
among  the  Narvaez  party  only.    Olid  appealed  to  their  honor,  and  did  all  he 
could  to  encourage  them,   but  failed.    Hist,  Verdad,,  112-13.      Clavigero^ 
believes,  on  the  ower  hand,  that  Olid  cauffht  the  alarm  as  readily  as  the  rest. 
Storia  Mes8,y  iiL  154.     The  joining  of  Huexotzincas  may  have  led  to  th» 
belief  that  the  march  lay  through  weir  territory. 
Hzar.  Max..  ToL.  I.    84 


what  had  liappcued  as  a  misundorstandiiig,  sm 
tlieir  ruffled  feelings  with  preRonts,  and  enco 
their  zeaL  With  an  additional  force  of  one  hi 
soldiers  and  some  horses  he  set  out  for  Cho! 
assume  command  in  person,  shaming  the  men 
their  fears,^  and  accepting  the  large  reinforce 
which  were  offered  on  the  way. 

As  soon  as  he  came  in  sight,  at  the  end  < 
valleyj  the  Quauhquechollans,  who  had  made 
preparations  in  advance,  fell  on  the  garrison,  so 
at  the  same  time  the  scouts  and  stragglei's. 
Aztecs  resisted  valiantly,  encompassed  though 
were  by  assailants  wlio  filled  the  roofs  and  h 
round  the  temple  which  formed  the  citadel 
entry  w^aa  effected  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  n 
rushed  upon  the  w^arriors  w^ith  such  fury  that  sch 
one  was  left  to  tell  the  tale,  A  number  of  tl 
sieged,  outside  the  citadel,  had  already  fled  t( 
the  A^tec  camp,  whose  battalions  were  uoi 
seending,  brilliant  in  feathered  mail  and  ornan 
Entering  the  further  side  of  the  city  they  1 
to  fire  it.  Cortes  was  summoned  to  the  rescui 
hurrying  onward  with  the  cavalry  he  soon  r 
their  disorganized  masses,  leaving  pursuit  chic 
the  allies.  At  a  certain  pass  the  enemy  rallied, 
dislodged  within  a  few  moments  and  cut  off  from 
camp.  Exhausted  by  battle  and  flight,  under  a 
ing  sun, they  turned  in  disorderly  scramble  up  the 
mountain  slope,  only  to  find  themselves  checked  o 
summit  by  fleeter  bands  of  Quauhqucchollansand 
allies,  and  obliged  to  make  a  stand.  By  this 
they  could  hardly  raise  their  hands  in  self-dei 
and  the  battle  became  little  more  than  a  butc 
during  which  scattered  renmants  alone  manage 
escape,   leaving    the    rich   garments   and   jewel 

"  BenoAl  Diaz  states  that  Cort^  did  not  ^,  but  sent  Olid  a  ahftrn 
which  rouaed  him  to  proccetl  with  the  expedition.  But  oar  cbronicl 
flick  with  fevor  all  tht^  tim^,  and  La^  evidently  not  b«cu  wcH  iiil 
L'orttrs'  desoription  of  the  route  and  of  diflbrent  oc^cunences  indicates  1 
muat  luiVij  bL^etL  prewinL 


REDU( 

the  dead  to  stay  th( 
to  Cortes,  numbered 
Several  Spaniards  ^ 
kiUed.^  The  field  b( 
the  camp,"  which  wa 
large  enough,  it  is  st 
well  appointed,  with 
paraphernalia.  Lade 
the  city  to  receive  a  ^ 
zens  were  afterward  i 
for  their  loyal  aid;*^ 
out  their  cooperation 
captured  without  diff 
rivers*^  coursing  throu 
on  one  side  by  a  ste( 
natural  strength  the 
work  of  masonry,  whic 
and  down  into  the  i 
facing  of  some  twent 
into  a  distinct  wall  of 
a  parapet.  There  wg 
for  one  horseman  onl; 
with  maze-like  lappin 
it  difficult  to  force  an 
piles  of  stones  and 
population  was  estin 
tamilies,  supported  ir 
within  the  city,  and 
in  the  valley,  contain 
Four  leagues  soutl 
can,^  a  well  built  cib 

*®  *  Cayeron  mtichos  dello8[ei 
ningnna,  y  dos  c  oallos  se  estan* 

**  *  En  Mexinca.'  Oomara,  I 

"  '  Y  se  les  confiervan  el  dl 
Espafm,  160. 

"  '  Dos  tiros  de  ballesta  el  i 

**  *  Tres  estados  en  alto,  y  1 
cap.  xvi.  *  Alto  como  cuatro  es 
68td  casi  igual  con  el  suelo.*  Co 

**  Herrera  says  two. 

^*  Later  Izacar;  nowMatan 


THE  TR< 

tive  troops.  Its  subju 
be  easy,  and  would  seci 
approved  of  beginning 
lying  provinces,^  wher 
was  smaller,  and  where 
and  oppression  might  ] 
to  transfer  their  allegi 
conquerors  and  allure  1 
to  begin  the  campaign 
warriors.  Xicotencatl 
ness  to  cooperate,  as  if 
might  have  arisen  from 
to  thoroughly  enlist  th( 
arrangement  with  the 
privileges  were  assured 
a  fixed  proportion  of  th 
the  war. 

The  troops  were  mu 
Tlascala,  amidst  a  larg' 
were  about  four  hundi 
with  nearly  twenty  ho 
pieces,  and  a  number  of 
chiefly  swords  and  pikes 
of  six  thousand  Tlascall 
and  Huexotzincas,  a  lar 
Xicotencatl  to  follow  1 


**  The  suggestion  of  thus  opei 
torians  for  the  Tlascaltec  lords,  I 
nator.  Hist.  Chicfi.,  303;  Camary 

**And  out  of  gratitude  for  i 
claims. 

'^  Half  of  the  booty  obtained 
tion  of  Cholula,  Huexotzinco,  a: 
This  extent  of  jurisdiction  is  doul 
escriptura  de  conservarlos  en  sus  1 
men t  given  in  Vetancvrt,  TecUro  Mt 
made  to  encroach  on  their  rights 
justice. 

*^Bemal  Diaz,  who  alone  en 
4000  Tlascaltecs,  17  horses,  and  6  < 
Hist.  Verdad.,  111.  But  this  is  h£ 
to  440  men,  and  there  is  no  dou 
other  war  material  must  have  bee 
of  musketeers  and  6000  allies,  50 
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this  town  the  neighborhood  was  reduced,  with  pillage 
and  enslavement. 

The  next  camp  was  formed  at  Acatzingo,  which  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  enemy  after  a  short  fight. 
These  successes  so  discouraged  the  Mexican  garrisons 
that  they  abandoned  the  province,  and  the  allies,  on 
marching  straight  for  Tepeaca,  five  days  later,  entered 
it  without  opposition.  This  now  became  the  head- 
quarters for  the  different  expeditions  sent  out  to  re- 
duce the  surrounding  districts  ;^^  and  rare  work  they 
made  of  it,  plundering,  and  tearing  down  idols,  and 
making  captives.  Salt,  cotton,  feather  ware,  and  other 
commodities  were  abundant,  and  with  their  share 
therein  the  Tlascaltecs  were  highly  delighted,  but  the 
Spaniards  obtained  little  gold.  The  rulers  of  the 
country  had  fled;  one  of  them  to  Mexico,  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  retreat  of  the  garrisons,  and 
to  demand  additional  aid.  Finding  themselves  aban- 
doned, the  inhabitants  sent  to  beg  mercy  of  the 
conquerors,  and  being  assured  that  no  further  harm 
should  be  done  them,  they  returned  to  the  city 
and  again  tendered  allegiance.  Several  other  towns 
were  taken,  some,  like  Tecalco,  south  of  Tepeaca, 
being  evacuated,  others  tendering  submission  m  ad- 
vance, while  still  others  required  hard  fighting  to 
subdue. 

The  reduction  of  the  Tepeaca  province,  which  was 
virtually  accomplished  in  about  a  month,®^  produced 
an  immediate  and  marked  effect,  not  only  on  the 
natives,  but  on  the  late  refractory  Spanish  soldiers. 

not  well  suffer  £rom  hanger  in  the  midst  of  maize  fields,  in  harvest  time. 
Oviedo  takes  occasion  to  dwell  on  the  common  practice  of  devouring  the  slain 
on  the  battle-field,  thus  saving  the  trouble  of  bnrial.  iii.  334.  *  Mi  pare  una 
favola,'  is  Claviffero's  comment.  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  152.    See  Native  Races, 

'*  *  Padeciendo  siempre  de  agua,  y  comida.  *  Herrera,  ubi  sup.  But  this 
could  hardly  be  the  case  in  so  rich  a  province,  at  this  time. 

**  '  En  obra  de  veinte  dias  hobe  pacificas  muchas  villas  y  poblaciones  d  ella 

sujetas sin  que  en  toda  la  dicha  guerra  me  matasen  ni  hiriesen  ni  un 

espafloL*  CorUs,  Cartas,  143.  'En  obra  de  quarenta  dias  tuvimos  aquellos 
pueblos  pacificos,'  but  with  great  hardship,  *porque  de  sangre,  y  polvo  que 
estaua  quajado  en  laa  entranas,  no  echauamos  otra  cosa  del  cuerpo,  y  por  la 
boca,'  etc.  BemalJ)iaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  112-13. 
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Thus  all  was  going  gayly  with  the  Estremadnran  ' 
once  more.    It  was  easy  work  overcoming  the  divided 
Aztec  forccsj  which  combined  had  proved  so  formi- 
dalile.    And  there  was  httle  trouble  now  from  factions. 
NoDe  advocated  a  station  by  the  sea-side,  with  ships 
ready  for  flight;  none  thought  of  abandoning  New 
Spain  for  Cuba,    The  simple  presence  of  the  general 
was  as  the  shiold  of  Abas,  which  performed  so  many 
marv^els,  and  the  mere  sight  of  which  could  on  the  in- 
stant stay  a  revolt  or  reduce  a  province  to  submission. 

The  successes  of  the  Spaniards  were  rapidly  en- 
larging the  fame  and  influence  of  their  leader,  bring- 
ing among  other  fruits,  as  we  have  seen,  alliances  and 
reinforcements,  not  alone  from   native  sources,    but 
from  Spanish.     The  first  accession  of  the  latter  was 
thirteen  soldiers  and  two  horses,  brought  in  a  small 
vessel  under  the  hidalgo,  Pedro  Barba,  formerly  com- 
mandant at  Habana.    Commandant  Rangel  at  Villa 
Rica  had  received  instructions  to  secure  any  vessel 
that  might  arrive,  both  with  a  view  to  obtain  recruits, 
and  to  prevent  news  from  travelling  to  Cuba  of  tlie 
defeat  of  Narvaez,  or  other  incidents.  As  the  vessel  eu- 
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tered  the  roadstead  he  accordingly  appi 
well  manned  boat,  with  hiddcQ  arms.  '  *  I 
vaez?"  was  Barba's  first  inquiry.  "Exc< 
replied  Rangel.  ''He  is  prosperous  a 
Cortes  is  a  fugitive,  with  a  score  of  mise 
at  the  most;  or  he  even  may  be  dead."  "j 
rejoined  Barba;  **for  I  bear  letters  from 
nificent  Velazquez,  with  instructions 
traitor,  if  he  be  ahve,  and  send  him  at 
whence  he  shall  go  tx)  Spain,  as  comm 
most  illustrious  Bishop  Fonseca."  Ai 
course,  Senor  Barba  will  accept  the  pi 
tality;  he  will  go  ashore  and  deliver  t 
Narvaez  in  person.  And  he  will  catcl 
fox  from  Estremadura,  and  carry  hin 
hanged;  he  will  carry  him  to  his  won 
Velazquez  to  be  hanged.  So  entering 
is  conveyed  away,  but  only,  alas  I  to 
prisoner;  only,  alas  I  to  learn  that  th< 
Cortes  is  not  dead,  and  is  by  no  means 
to  meet  strangulation  at  the  hand  eit 
Narvaez,  or  Velazquez.  Meanwhile  ot 
other  boats  proceed  to  secure  the  cre\^ 
is  dismantled;  and  since  Cortes  is  the 
Narvaez,  the  so  lately  fierce  and  loyal  ] 
loath,  declares  for  Cortes.  Indeed,  Ba; 
means  unfriendly  to  the  general,  as  ] 
attitude  at  Habana  two  years  before 
reinforcement  was  gladly  welcomed  at 
Cortes  sought  to  insure  Barba's  loyal 
him  captain  of  archers.^  A  week  later  a 
small  vessel,  under  the  hidalgo  Rodrig 
Lobera,  with  eight  soldiers,  a  mare,  a  qu£ 
bow  material,  and  a  cargo  of  provision 
cured  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  soldi 
proceeded  to  join  the  army.    Thus  Cort 

1  *Ckm  este. .  .vino  vn  Francisco  Lopez,  vezino,  y  - 
Guatdmala.*  BemcU  DiaZt  Hist,  Verdad.,  113.  Vetancurt 
del  Castillo — Diaz  calls  him  'el  Almirante  Pedro  Cauall< 
»nd  his  vessel.  TecUro  Mex,,  pt.  iiL  148;  Cortes,  Residen 
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forwarded  to  Tepeaca,  where  their  cadaverous  com- 
plexion and  swollen  bodies  procured  for  them  the 
nickname  of  '  panzaverdetes/  or  green  paunches. 
Hardship  and  bad  food  had  carried  a  number  past 
relief,  and  even  in  Tepeaca  several  died,  including 
Camargo,  as  Bernal  Diaz  believes. 

A  month  later,  after  the  QuauhquechoUan  expedi- 
tion, another  vessel  arrived  with  about  fifty  soldiers,* 
under  Miguel  Diaz  de  Auz,  an  Aragonian  cavalier. 
He  had  been  sent  to  reinforce  Pineda,  but  after  re- 
maining at  Rio  Pdnuco  for  a  month,  without  seeing 
even  a  native,  he  had  come  down  to  search  for  the 
fleet.  The  fame  of  Cortes  and  the  promise  of  rich 
spoils  induced  him  to  follow  the  preceding  party,  in 
contradistinction  to  which  his  stout  and  lusty  re- 
cruits were  dubbed  the  'strong-backs.'^  Hearing 
that  two  other  vessels  had  been  fitted  out  to  follow 
the  Pdnuco  expeditions,  and  were  probably  now 
cruising  along  the  coast,  Cortds  ordered  a  crew  to  be 
sent  in  pursuit,  with  the  sole  desire,  as  he  expressed 
it,  to  save  them  from  the  fate  which  had  so  nearly 
overtaken  Camargo.  One  was  never  heard  of,  and 
the  other,  the  largest,  entered  the  port  before  the 
searching  vessel  had  left,  it  seems,  bringing  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and  sixteen  horses. 
Camargo  was  induced  to  remonstrate  with  the  captain 
against  proceeding  to  Pdnuco,  since  the  result  could 
only  be  disastrous,  the  native  lord  having,  beside, 
tendered  allegiance  to  Cortes  in  Montezuma's  time.® 

•  *  Con  hasta  treinta  hombres  de  mar  y  tierra.*  CorUs^  CartaSy  154.  *  Sua 
soldados,  que  eran  mas  de  cincuenta,  y  mas  siete  cauallos/  says  Bemal  Diaz, 
Hist.  Veraad.,  114;  and,  since  CorWs  would  be  less  apt  to  indicate  large  ac- 
cessions, he  may  be  correct. 

•  *  Este  fue  el  mejor  socorro. .  .Diaz  de  Auz  8irvi6  muy  bien  a  su  Magestad 
en  todo  lo  que  se  ofrcci6  en  las  guerras, .  .traxo  pleyto  despues.  sobro  el 
pleyto  de  la  mitad  de  Mcstitan, . .  conque  le  den  la  parte  de  lo  que  rentaro  el 
pueblo  masde  dos  mil  y  quinientos  i)e808.*  Bemal  DiaZy  Hist.  Verdcul.^  1 14-15. 
He  was  excluded  from  the  town  itself,  owing  to  cruel  treatment  of  Indians. 

•  *  El  setior  de  aquel  rio  y  tierra,  que  se  dice  Pdnuco,  se  habia  dado  por  vasallo 
de  V.  M.,  en  cuyo  reconocimiento  me  habia  enviado  d  la  ciudad  de  Tenuxtitan, 
con  BUS  mensajeros,  ciertas  cosas.'  CorUSy  Cartaxy  144-5.  But  this  is  probably 
a  mere  assertion,  since  the  Spanish  expeditions  had  never  been  higher  than 
Almeria,  and  the  cacique  could  have  had  no  inducement  for  submitting. 
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But  the  captain  would  not  listen  to  him.  To  the  j 
of  Cortes,  however,  a  storm  arose,  which  obliged  tl 
captain  to  slip  his  anchor  and  put  to  sea;  obliged  h; 
to  take  refuge  in  San  Juan  de  Ulua  harbor,  where 
found  his  vessel  so  unsafe  as  to  require  her  to 
stranded,  whereupon  the  forces  and  armaments  we 
landed.®  Cortes  at  once  sent  a  sympathizing  messa^ 
oflfering  the  captain  every  assistance,  but  never  foi 
moment  intending  to  give  him  any.  He  even  t€ 
dered  other  vessels  for  his  voyage — so  he  tells  t 
emperor.^  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  tender  w 
illusive,  and  that  he  did  all  in  his  power,  with  briber 
promises,  and  even  force,  to  secure  the  men  and  ariri 
ment,  and  at  the  same  time  to  weaken  his  rivals  1 
their  loss.  According  to  some  accounts  he  caus' 
their  vessels  to  be  sunk  to  prevent  departure,"  an  a 
which  Oviedo  declares  a  fair  war  measure,  partic 
larly  on  the  part  of  Cortes,  who  greatly  need< 
reinforcements.  Men  destined  for  so  comparative 
unattractive  a  region  as  Pdnuco  must  have  be< 
pleased  by  the  prospect  of  ready  spoils  and  Mexico 
treasures  soon  to  fall  into  their  hands  under  so  ab 
and  successful  a  leader  as  Cortes.  They  were  ther 
fore  readily  induced  to  join  him,  the  captains  alone, 
in  the  last  instance,  interposing  objections  for  a  whil 
These  several  accessions  amounted,  according  to  tl 
testimony  of  Cortes,  to  about  two  hundred  men  ai 
some  twenty  horses,"  together  with  a  large  quantH 

*  Bemal  Diaz  refers  to  the  last  accession  from  Garay's  expeditions  as 
soldiers  and  10  horses,  under  an  old  man  named  Ramirez.   Protected  by  hea 
cotton  armor  they  were  nicknamed  the  'albardillas.*  Hist.  Verdad.y  115. 

^^  '  Si  todos  6  algunos  dellos  se  qnisiesen  volver  en  los  navios  que  a 
estaban,  que  les  diese  licencia. '  CorUSy  Cartas,  163. 

^^  OvieclOf  iii.  335;  and  so  Herrera  also  intimates  in  reference  to  Camargt 
only  remaining  vessel,  'la  qual  se  anegb  t&bien  detro  de  10.  dias  en  el  puert 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xviii. 

"  The  last  two  vessels  bring  150  men  and  16  horses,  probably  over  20, 
which  must  be  added  Camargo's  force,  amounting  no  doubt  to  50  effective  me 
for  Bemal  Diaz  admits  60  soldiers,  not  coimting  sailors;  and  Herrera  intimaf 
that  over  100  men  must  have  reached  Villa  Kica  of  the  total  force  on  boa 
Camargo's  three  vessels.  Bemal  Diaz*  estimates  for  tlie  five  vessels  which  ! 
enumerates  exceed  170  soldiers  and  20  horses ;  on  fol.  1 15  he  contradicts  sevei 
points,  including  the  total,  to  which  the  sailors  may  be  added,  while  a  smi 
reduction  is  to  be  made  for  deaths  among  Camargo's  men.   Vetancurt  folloi 
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the  dead,  so  as  to  check  the  contagion.  Not  the  least 
of  the  evil  was  a  famine,  which  resulted  from  a  lack  of 
harvesters." 

Among  the  first  victims  at  the  capital  were  King 
Totoquihuatzin,  of  Tlacopan,  and  Cuitlahuatzin,  the 
successor  of  Montezuma.  The  latter  had  ruled  barely 
three  months,"  but  sufficiently  long  to  prove  himself 
a  most  able  leader  of  his  people  in  their  struggle  for 
hberty,  for  he  was  brave,  full  of  devices,  and  ener- 
getic, yet  prudent;  a  man  who,  not  content  with 
securing  the  expulsion  of  invaders,  had  sought  to 
strengthen  his  position  with  alUances  and  by  attract- 
ing the  subject  provinces  through  gifts,  remissions, 
and  promises.  If  he  did  not  succeed  so  well  as  he 
had  hoped,  the  fault  must  be  ascribed  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  previous  government  and  to  dereliction 
of  duty  among  liis  officers. 

As  a  monarch  he  would  not  have  fallen  far  short 
of  the  native  ideal,  for  as  a  general  he  had  dis- 
tinguished himself;  and,  the  brother  of  Monte- 
zuma, he  had  in  his  court  imbibed  the  dignity  and 
majestic  manner  born  of  constant  adulation  from  sub- 
servient nobles  and  plebeians.  Crafty  and  unscrupu- 
lous, he  appears  not  to  have  hesitated  at  crime  and 
breach  of  faith  to  secure  his  aims  for  personal  and 
state  advancement.  The  flourishing  condition  of  his 
own  province  indicated  a  not  unwise  administrator; 
and  the  beauty  of  Iztapalapan,  its  magnificent  pal- 
aces, and  exquisite  gardens  filled  with  choice  plants 
from  different  regions,  pointed  to  a  ruler  of  cultivated 
taste. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Mexico  lost  in  him  one  of 

^^  Motoliniay  Hist.  Ind.y  in  Icazhalceta,  Col,  Doc,y  i.  14-15;  Sahagun^  Hist, 
Conq.,  i.  39,  66;  Mendieia,  Hist,  Ecles,,  514;  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  101 ; 
Id.  (Paris  ed.  1837),  iv.  460  (a  chapter  omitted  in  the  original);  Oomara,  I  list, 
Mex.y  148;  Chimodpain,  Hist,  Conq.,  i,  279;  Torquemada,  i.  489;  tezcoco  en 
los  uUimos  tiempoSf  273. 

^"  '  Vivi6  despues  de  su  elec9ion  solos  sessenta  dias. '  Cano,  in  Oviedo,  iii. 
549.  The  election  havine  taken  place  twenty  days  after  Montezuma's  death, 
according  to  Ixtlilxochitl,  who  assumes  that  he  ruled  only  40  or  47  days. 
Hist.  Chxch.,  304;  Id.,  Helaciones,  413.  Others  extend  the  rule  to  80  days, 
both  as  leader  and  king,  perhaps,  which  would  agree  with  Cano*8  Teraion. 


^^^ 


influence  he  had  taken  to  wife  the  only  legitimate 
daughter  of  Montezuma,  Princess  Tecuichpo,or  Isabel; 
and  although  the  marriage  was  merely  nominal, 
she  bein^  but  a  child,  yet  the  alHance  served  the  in- 
tended aim.^^  The  Tepanecs  at  the  same  time  elected 
as  successor  to  their  king,  his  son  Tetlepanquetzaltzin,*^ 
whose  coronation  took  place  at  the  same  time  as  that 
of  Quauhtemotzin,  hallowed  by  the  blood  of  captive 
enemies,  including  no  doubt  some  Spaniards.  Cohua- 
nacoch  had  meanwhile  been  chosen  at  Tezcuco  in  lieu 
of  the  disowned  prot^g^  whom  Cortes  had  foisted 
upon  them.  By  ttiis  trio  were  taken  up  the  plans  of 
Cuitlahuatzin  for  the  deliverance  of  the  country  from 
her  invaders,  and  especially  were  their  efforts  directed 
toward  securing  the  loyalty  of  provinces  and  allies 
which  had  been  stirred  by  the  alarming  progress  of 
Spanish  arms  in  Tepeaca. 

A  loss  to  the  Spaniards  through  the  epidemic, 
which  outweighed  many  a  gain,  was  the  death  of 
Maxixcatzin,  to  whose  devoted  friendship  they  chiefly 
owed  their  escape  from  the  recent  crises;^  for  he 
it  was  who  took  the  lead  in  offering  the  Tlascaltec 
alliance  and  in  overthrowing  the  inimical  plans  of  the 
younger  Xicotencatl  in  favor  of  the  Aztecs.  When 
the  sad  news  came,  Cortes  felt  as  if  he  had  lost  a 
father,  says  Bernal  Diaz,  and  mourning  robes  were 
donned  by  quite  a  number  of  the  captains  and  men. 
In  this  they  felt  the  more  justified,  since  the  chiefs 
on  finding  himself  stricken  by  the  dread  disease,, 
had  expressed  a  wish  to  become  a  Christian,  and 
with  the  name  of  Lorenzo  had  received  baptism  at. 
the  hands  of  Olmedo,  who  joyfully  hastened  to  Tlas- 
cala  to  perform  so  welcome  a  service  for  the  Spaniards* 

*^  *  MogHe  gik  del  sno  Zio  Cuitlahuatzin,'  ia  the  snppositioii  of  Clavigerow 
Storia  Me8s.,  iii.  160.  'Se  hizo  temer  de  tal  manera,  que  todoe  loe  suyos 
temblauan  d^L'  Bernal  Dias^  Hist.  Verdad.,  112.  For  fanciful  portraits  of 
these  last  two  emperors,  see  Frosl^a  Pkt.  HinL  Mex.,  104,  114. 

^  IxUUxochUltloc.  cit.;  Torquemada,  i.  570. 

^  *  Al  Q  ue  solo  f ue  causa  q  los  Ghristianoe  se  conseruassen  en  aqueUa  tierra.." 
Herreraj  aec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xix. 
Hist.  Mbx.,  Vol.  I.    85 


champion.  He  died  exhorting  his  family  and  friends 
to  obey  Cortds  and  his  brethren,  the  destined  rulers 
of  the  land,  and  to  accept  their  god,  who  had  given 
victory  over  the  idols.^  It  was  fortunate  that  he  did 
not  die  before  Spanish  prestige  had  been  reestab- 
lished by  the  Tepeaca  campaign;  for  his  friendship 
sufficed  to  confirm  the  allies  in  their  adhesion,  to  gain 
for  the  Spaniards  further  cooperation,  and  to  obtain 
for  them  a  firm  footing  in  the  country. 

The  allied  forces  had  become  so  numerous  by  the 
time  Itzucan  fell  that  they  were  absolutely  unmanage- 
able, and  on  returning  from  this  place  to  Tepeaca 
Cortes  dismissed  them  with  friendly  words  to  their 
homes,  retaining  only  the  tried  Tlascaltecs,  who  had 
become  efficient  in  the  European  style  of  warfare  under 
the  Spanish  discipline  ^nd  tactics.^ 

Before  the  QuauhquechoUan  expedition  summoned 
him  away,  Cortds  had  begun  a  report  to  the  emperor 
on  the  condition  of  afiairs.  On  returning,  he  com- 
pleted this  his  second  and  perhaps  most  interesting 
letter,  dated  at  Segura  de  la  Frontera,  or  Tepeaca, 
October  30,  1520,  wherein  are  related  the  occurrences 
since  the  despatch  of  the  first  letter  in  the  middle  of 
July,  a  year  before.  "  I  write  your  Majesty,"  it 
states,  "  although  poorly  told,  the  truth  of  all  that 
lias  happened  in  these  parts,  and  that  which  your 
Majesty  has  most  need  of  knowing.  With  the  aid  of 
God  the  conquest  is  progressing  in  this  new  country, 
which  from  its  similarity  to  Spain,  in  fertility,  extent, 
temperature,  and  many  other  things,  I  have  called 
La  Nueva  Espana  del  Mar  Oc^ano."  Then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  humbly  beg  his  majesty  to  confirm  this  name. 
In  a  brief  supplementary  letter  he  asks  the  emperor 

"^^  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  118;  Herreray  ubi  sup. 

^^  During  the  absence  of  the  troops,  says  Herrera,  a  part  of  the  Tepeacaiyi 
had  formed  a  plot  to  surprise  them  when  divided ;  but  some  women  informed 
Marina  in  time  to  prevent  trouble.  CJort^s  inflicted  on  them  severe  chastise- 
meut.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xvi.  xviii. 
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to  send  a  person  of  confidence  to  investigate  and 
prove  the  truth  of  his  statements.^ 

*^  The  reports  and  other  papers  by  Cortes,  written  during  a  period  of 
nearly  three  decades  in  connection  with  New  Spain,  are  both  numerous  and 
lenethy,  but  only  the  five  letters  relating  to  the  actual  conquest  of  Mexico 
and  Central  America  have  achieved  bibliographic  celebrity,  under  the  title  of 
CorUa*  Letters  or  Relations,  Although  the  first  letter  has  been  lost,  and  the 
companion  letter  long  missing,  yet  an  allusion  to  the  expedition  against 
Mexico  appeared  as  early  as  1520  in  Ein  auszug  eUlicher  sendbri^dem  oiler 
durchleuchtigisten  grossmechtigiste  Fiirsien.  ,.,von  toegen  einer  new  ge fundi 
Jnseln.  Nurmherg  durch  Fryderichen  Peypus  am.  17.  tag  Mardj  MDXX., 
wherein  the  voyages  of  06rdoba  and  Grijalva  are  also  described.  Harrisse, 
Bib,  Am.  Vet.,  179,  assumes  that  the  information  is  taken  from  Peter  Martyr's 
Decades.  A  later  brief  reference  to  the  city  of  Mexico  itself  is  given  in  Trans' 
kUionuss  Mapaniitcher  sprach  zu  Frantzosisch  gemxicht  so  durch  de  Vice  Bey  in 
Neapole  /raw  Margareten  HertzogiH  iH  Burgundi  zii  geschriebeUy  publishea  in 
1522.  On  folio  A.  iii.  is  written:  Not  far  from  the  same  iskmd  they  hav« 
conquered  a  city  called  Tenustitan,  wherein  60,000  hearths  have  been  counted, 
within  a  good  wall.  The  letter  of  the  ayuntamiento  was  first  published  in  CoC 
Doc.  InM.,  i.,  1842. 

By  the  time  of  the  receipt  in  Spain  of  Cortes*  second  letter,  of  October  30, 
1520,  the  general  and  his  conquest  nad  become  so  famous  that  his  commimica- 
tions  were  not  likely  to  be  lost  sight  of.  The  incidents  treated  of  were  besides 
highly  enticing,  particularly  the  victories  in  Tlascala,  the  entry  into  Monte- 
zuma s  wonderful  island  city,  the  disastrous  expulsion,  and  the  renewal  of  the 
campaign,  and  Cromberger  had  it  printed  in^l522  under  the  title  of  Carta  de 
relacid  ebkula  a  mi.  S.  majestad  del  epador  nio  seilor  por  el  capUd  general  dda 
nueua  spafHa:  llamado  fernddo  cortesy  etc.  Scuilla:  por  Jacobo  crOberger 
aleman.  A  t'iii.  diaa  de  Noidtbre.  Ano  de  M.  d.  y  xxij.  *Fu6  las  Primicias 
de  el  Arte  de  la  Imprenta  en  Se villa,  y  acaso  de  toda  Espafia,*  obser\'es  Lorcn- 
zana,  in  Cortes^  Hist.  N.  Espanay  171,  but  this  is  a  great  mistake,  for  printing 
had  been  done  already  for  several  decades  in  Spain.  An  Italian  abstract 
of  the  letter  appeared  immediately  after,  as  None  de  le  hole  <t  Terra  ferma 
NouaTnente  trouate  In  India  per  el  Capitaneo  de  larmata  de  la  Cesarea  Maiestate. 
Mediolani  decim^osexto  cole.  Decembris  M.D.XXII.  A  reprint  of  the  Seville 
text  was  issued  at  Saragossa  in  January,  1523.  A  later  abridged  account  of 
the  conquest  is  given  in  Ein  schone  Newe  zeytung  so  Kayserlich  Mayestet  ansa 
India  yetz,  newlich  zukommen  seindy  ascribed  to  Sigmund  Grimm  of  Augsburc, 
about  1522.  BibliothecaGrenvillianaandllarrisse.  Temaux-Ck)mpan8  wronger 
supposes  the  narrative  to  extend  only  to  1510,  instead  of  1522,  and  assumes 
the  imprint  to  be  Augsburg,  1520.  Bibl.  Am^r.y  5.  Perhaps  1523  is  the  more 
correct  date,  which  may  also  be  ascribed  to  Tressacree  Imperiale  et  catholique 
mageste. .  ,eust  nouuelles  des  marcJiea  ysles  et  ierre  ferme  occeanes.  Colophon, 
fol.  16.  Depuis  sont  venues  a  su  mageste  nouuellen  de,  certaies  ysles  trouuez  p  les 
espagnolz  plaines  despecerie  et  beaurop  de  mines  dory  Icsqlles  nouuelleM  il  receupi 
en  ceste  ville  de  vailladolid  le  primier  doctohre  xv.  cent.  xxij.  This  is  a  book 
noticed  by  no  bibliographer  except  Sabin,  who  believes  that  it  contains  onlv 
the  second  letter,  although  the  holder  supposes  the  third  letter  to  be  also  used. 
In  1524  appeared  the  first  Latin  version  of  the  second  letter,  l>y  Savorgnanus, 
Praeclara  Ferdinddi  Cortesii  de  Nona  maris  Oceani  Hyspania  ^arraiioy  Noriin- 
berga.  M.D.XXIIlI.y  which  contains  a  copy  of  the  now  lost  map  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  also  a  plan  of  Mexico  City.  In  the  same  year  two  Italian 
translations  of  this  version,  by  libumius.  La  Preclara  Narrationey  were 
printed  at  Venice,  one  by  Lexona,  the  other  by  Sabio,  yet  both  at  the  instance 
of  Pederzani  The  plan  and  map  are  often  missing,  ^tonio.  Bib.  Ilisp.  Nova, 
iii.  375,  mentions  only  Lexona's  issue.  A  translation  from  Flavigny  appeared 
in  the  PortfoUo,  Philadelphia,  1817.  The  originals  of  the  second  and  other  let- 
ters were,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  '  en  la  libreria  de  D<m 
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Cortes  was  not  tb 
and  others  evident 
were  soon  after  fou 
When  some  amonj 
to  this  diminution 
the  declaration  th 
willing  and  ineffici 
only  to  discourage 
The  vessel  for  S 
were  wrecked  on  t 
that  Mendoza's  de 
March.  He  took 
for  the  emperor,  r( 
the  recovery  of  I 
according  to  Bern 
and  plead  the  cans 
at  the  same  time 
achievements,  one 
volcano.  Several 
have  left  by  the  s 

In  course  of  the 
town  of  Tepeaca  fc 
apparent,  chiefly  ai 
over  the  new  conq 
tecting  the  road  to 
with  Cholula  and 
leagues  distant,  ai 

^  Bernal  Diaz  munes  t 
bring  their  children.  Pilot 
at  Mexico  had  called  the 
family,  with  a  present  of  3< 
his  enemies.  With  one  of 
his  wife  and  brother-in-law 
M€x.,pt  iii.  148. 

'*  (Jaceres  also  joined  t 
Clavi^ero  names  Ordaz  as 
principal.  Storia  Mt^a.y  iii 

•^  *  Para  el  camino  de  h 
agros  y  dsperos,  que  confii 
*Que  sefloreaua  los  puerto; 
Castellanos  entraron  en  aq 
de  Tepeaca,  por  donde  van 
ii.  lib.  X.  cap.  xvL 
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maize  country,  which  offered  ample  subsistence  for  a 
garrison.  Although  the  punishment  at  first  inflicted, 
by  sacking  and  enslaving^  had  been  severe,  yet  the 
treatment  of  the  inhabitants  became  afterward  so 
considerate  that  they  themselves  prayed  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  Spanish  protection.^  Every  circumstance, 
therefore,  demanding  a  settlement,  it  was  decided  in 
council  to  found  a  villa  in  this  same  town,  with  the 
appropriate  name  of  Segura  de  la  Frontera,  intended, 
as  it  was,  to  secure  the  frontier  against  the  Mexicans. 
Pedro  do  Ircio  was  made  alcalde,  with  Francisco  de 
Orozco  and  others  as  regidores.^ 

The  campaign  being  practically  concluded,  a  division 
was  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  spoils  not  hitherto 
distributed,  including  slaves,  which  had  now  become 
a  prominent  feature  thereof,  and  were  intended  for 
personal  and  plantation  service,  as  already  practised 
ni  the  Antilles,  The  pretence  was  to  enslave  only 
the  inhabitants  of  districts  concerned  in  the  murder 
of  Spaniards,  but  the  distinction  was  not  very  strictly 
observed,  and  rebellious  tribes  and  those  addicted  to 
cannibalism  and  other  vicious  practices  were  included.^ 
The  Spaniards,  as  a  rule,  kept  only  the  women  and 
the  children,  the  men  being  transferred  to  the  allies 
for  their  share,  '* because  they  were  difficult  to  watch," 

*•  '  Le  anLm  pedido  (treeidio, '  Id.  Cort^  gives  merely  the  stro^tegic  motives. 

^^  FranciBco  de  Solis^  Cristdbal  Corral,  and  Cristobal  M;irtin  are  mentioned 
fta  rcgidorca  in  Probajtza  de  Lejalde,  in  hazbal^^t^.  Col.  Doe.^  i.  418-19. 
HetTcra  adds  to  thoir  ranks  Gcr^nimo  dc  Aguilar,  the  interpreter,  '  porque 
iabiA  Cortes  hgnrar.  h  .loa  buiietncdt^ja,^  doc.  it.  lib,  x.  cap,  xvi.  The  viLIa 
was  remolded  after  the  conrpiest  k>  a  now  site  in  tJio  pkkia,  uot  far  from  the 
old  town.  In  1545  it  received  the  dignity  of  a  city,  imd  has  ever  Hince  ranked 
BM  a  district  seat,  atipportcd  to  some  extent  by  woollen  foctonea.  Of  tlie 
Btrtjns  fortreaa  erected  by  the  conqiieropa  tbe  remains  nre  still  to  be  seen  in 
ths  ^iiza  under  the  name  of  el  Bollo  de  TepcacA.  Chimalpain^  Iliat.  Cnnq,^ 
iL  8;  und  in  8ah^uJWi^  Hint.  Cottq.  (od.  Ift40)i  143-0.  In  Herrera^  dec.  ii, 
lib*  X.  cap,  sjci.  is  given  a  de^ription  of  the  city  and  dbtrict.  Viavig^rOf 
Stitria  Mcsjs^t  iii*  153;    Vilia-Senor  y  Sanchez^  Th^atro^  i,  248;  Ak^dOt  in  Die. 

^  'Toinbiea  mo  movi<l  A  facer  los  dichos  esdavoa  por  poner  alg^n  espanto 
A  los  dc  Culiia,  y  porqne  tambien  hay  tonta  gente,  que  si  no  fici(?ae  grande  y 
cruel  castigo  en  eUos,  nnnca  se  emendarian/  CortA%  Cartas,  144?  Ofia/ot  iii. 
334-  *  Otpos  dizen  que  sin  partido  los  tomo  a  todos,  y  castigo  ad  aqnellos  en 
vtfganvaj  y  por  no  aticr  oberlooido  mis  requorimiotos,  por  put09,  par  ydolatraa/ 
©to.  Oomara,  Hi^L  Mex.,  1G8. 


ENSL 

says  Bemal  Diaz,  "and 
not  needed  while  we  hs 
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»»  Hist.  Verdad.  ,116.  This  waf 
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Tecaraachalco  region  the  males,  2 
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*®  *  Saluo  a  las  mageres  y  nifios 
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Nat.  Civ.f  iv.  370.  *  Creyero,  q  a  < 
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a  su  Magestad.'  Beraai  Diaz,  Hist. 
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*i  *Mand5  Cortes  vender  a  mi 
parte  a  su  exercito,  y  a  otra  la  i 
qumto  que  pertenecia  al  Rey.'  ne\ 
otro  quinto  para  Cortez,*  adds  Vet 
appears  correct;  yet  Clavigero  and 
filth.  This  deduction  was  declare< 
king.  The  deceit  practised,  as  th< 
at  Mexico  was  agam  called  up,  an< 
present  effort  to  defraud  poor  and 
they  had  shed  their  blooa.  Juan 
complain  to  the  emperor,  and  othe] 
cause  for  dissatisfaction  had  been  ^ 
the  surrender  of  all  gold  saved  fror 
open  to  the  soldiers  on  the  eve  of  t 
the  possessor.  Many  refused  to  com 
had  shared  in  the  treasure,  the  pnx 
been  surrendered  Cort^  kept  as  a 
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proper  value,  and  to  give  all  members  of  the  expedi- 
tion an  equal  chance  m  securing  the  more  desirable,** 

One  of  the  last  expeditions  fitted  out  at  Segura  was 
for  the  reduction  of  the  northern  route  to  Villa  Rica, 
by  which  the  Sjjaniards  had  first  entered  the  plateau, 
and  for  the  puoishment  of  those  crnecrned  in  the  mur- 
der of  Alcantara  and  other  Spaniards,*^  It  set  out  in 
the  beginning  of  December,  under  Sandoval,  with  two 
Imndred  infantry,  twenty  horses,  and  the  usual  com- 
plement of  allies,  and  entered  Xocotlan  valley,  which 
readily  submitted,  with  the  exception  of  the  main 
town,  named  Castilblanco  during  the  first  entry  into 
the  country;  The  cacique,  who  had  then  already 
shown  himself  unfriendly,  rejected  every  proposition, 
with  the  threat  that  he  wtjuld  make  a  feast  on  the 
commander  and  his  followers,  as  he  had  on  the  former 
party.  There  being  no  alternative,  the  cavaky  charged 
the  large  force  which  had  taken  up  position  near 
a  ravine,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  with  a  view 
to  defend  tlie  entrance.  Under  cover  of  the  musket- 
eers and  archers,  who  from  one  side  of  the  ravine  did 
considerable  harm  to  the  enemy,  the  charge  succeeded^ 
though  four  riders  and  nine  horses  were  wounded,  one 
of  the  latter  dying.  The  enemy  thrown  into  disorder 
fled  to  join  the  remaining  garrison,  which  occupied 
the  temples  on  the  plaza.  With  the  aid  of  the  in- 
fantry and  allies  the  stronghold  speedily  fell,  and  a 
number  of  prisoners  were  secured," 

Proceeding  northward  along  the  mountain  border 
of  the  plateau  Sandov^al  added  a  considerable  extent 
of  country  to  his  conquest,  meeting  serious  opposition 

*'^  *  Bueims,  6  malaa  IndmSf  sacallas  nl  almoneda. .  .que  s^  veitdem.'  IdL 
This  Wfis  to  be  done  &t  the  next  diatributicrei  in  Tezcuco.  The  proceeding 
M'lis  diacuBacd  at  length  in  Spain,  aod  favored  also  by  a.  large  body  of  the 
cler^,  aa  jiiatifiable;  but  the  emperor  took  the  iiumano  course  of  allowing 
csptivea  tci  be  held  only  aa  prlBoners,  so  long  as  this  was  abeolutely  neoesaary, 
^qHm,  niet,  Ah.x\,  ii,  233. 

''^TUe  i>artv  commissioned  to  cQjry  the  Vilbr  Eican  ahare  of  the  Aztea 
treaanre  fn.nH  l'Iitec;iU  to  tl>e  txjiist*  Bemal  Diajc  iDticmtea  that  another  party 
<jf  nine  WL^rc  killed  at  Xocotlan.  Hut.  Vtrdad.,  ll.T^itJ. 

^*The  bcjtlic'3  of  five  of  the  Spaniarda  here  murdere4  had  been  sent  to 
Mexico,  the  reat  eaten. 
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store  confidence,  however,  and  win  the  inhabitants  to 
his  purposes,  he  saw  that  there  should  be  a  recognized 
head,  with  influence  to  control  them,  and  one  whom 
he  could  trust.  The  former  necessity  demanded  that 
the  choice  should  be  made  among  the  brothers  of 
Cohuanacoch,  children  of  Nezahualpilli,  and  of  these 
Ixtlilxochitl  and  Tecocoltzin  were  the  only  professed 
friends  of  the  Spaniards.  The  latter  was  of  less  legit- 
imate birth,  it  seems,  than  some  of  the  brothers,  and 
a  mere  youth,  who  had  shared  the  qucLsi  captivity  of 
Cuicuetzcatl,  and  had  accepted  baptism  with  the 
name  of  Fernando  Cortds  de  Monroy.^  He  was  tall 
and  well  formed,  of  noble  presence,  and  as  fair  as 
the  average  Spaniard.  Of  docile  disposition,  he  had 
readily  conformed  to  the  teachings  of  the  friars,  had 
adopted  Spanish  ideas,  and  had  become  a  favorite 
among  the  conquerors.  It  may  be  readily  understood 
that  this  easily  ruled  boy  should  be  preferred  by  Cor- 
tds  to  Ixtlilxochitl,  whose  stay  in  Tezcuco  during  the 
troublous  times  had  not  tended  to  strengthen  Spanish 
confidence. 

Cortes  summoned  the  chiefs  and  represented  that 
since  Cohuanacoch  had  forfeited  any  claims  that  he 
might  have  had  to  the  throne,  by  murdering  the 
lawfully  elected  king  and  by  abandoning  his  countij, 
they  should  therefore  choose  another  ruler.  He 
took  care  that  his  selection  should  become  known  to 
them,  and  the  electors  hastened  to  conform  to  the 

^ReaX  C^dulay  1551.  In  this  cMula  are  named  a  number  of  the  brothers, 
but  the  pagan  name  is  not  given  in  every  instance.  Bemal  Diaz  and  Ton^ue- 
mada  confirm  this  baptismal  name  for  the  ruler  now  appointed ;  Cortes  writes 
merely  Fentendo;  Ixtlilxochitl  adds  Tecocoltzin;  Saniagun  gives  the  latter 
name  and  calls  him  legitimate,  as  he  was  in  a  certain  sense.  Hist,  Conq.  (ed. 
1840),  143.  Claviffero  calls  him  Fernando  Ck)rt^8  Ixtlilxochitl;  Chimalpain 
interpolates  De  Alvarado  in  lieu  of  Ck)rt68,  but  substitutes  Tecocoltzin  for 
IxtUbcochitl  in  one  place.  Hist,  Conq,,  21,  55.  Vetancurt  evidently  accepts 
the  true  name,  but  applies  the  baptism  and  appointment  to  IxtlilxochitL 
TecUro  Mex,^  pt.  iii.  152.  The  latter,  who  succeeded  to  the  Tezcucan  rulership 
toward  the  end  of  1521,  received  the  name  of  Fernando  Pimentel,  and  it  is 
this  similarity  of  the  first  name  that  has  led  to  the  pretty  general  confusion 
about  the  appointee.  Lockhart  actually  attempts  to  rectify  the  correct  state- 
ment of  Bemal  Diaz  with  a  blunder.  Memoirs^  ii.  411 ;  and  Zamacois,  in  doing 
the  same  with  the  blundering  Solis,  gives  a  long  note  amusingly  erroneous. 
Hist,  MdJ,,  in.  585. 
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No  hostile  demonstration  having  occurred  for  eight 
days  after  the  entry  into  Tezcuco,  Cortds  resolved  to 
waste  no  further  time  in  preparation,  but  to  begin  the 
campaign.  This  course  was  also  needed  to  maintain 
the  troops  in  activity,  to  encourage  them  with  spoils, 
and  to  save  the  friendly  Tezcucans  from  the  constant 
drain  of  providing  supplies.  Among  the  intended 
head-quarters  during  the  siege  of  Mexico  to  follow 
was  the  rich  and  beautiful  garden  city  of  Iztapalapan, 
close  to  the  southern  entrance  of  the  capital.  This 
was  an  advantageous  point,  through  which  a  blow 
might  be  dealt  the  Mexicans  whUe  chastising  the 
town  itself  for  the  hostility  of  its  inhabitants  and 
their  late  ruler,  Cuitlahuatzin,  the  brother  and  suc- 
cessor of  Montezuma.  The  expedition  consisted  of 
eighteen  horse  and  two  hundred  foot,  with  a  few 
thousand  Tlascaltecs  and  Tezcucans,^^  headed  by  Cor- 
tds,  Sandoval  remaining  in  charge  of  the  camp. 

Warned  by  the  movement,  the  inhabitants  began 
to  remove  their  famiUes  and  valuables,  while  thei 
warriors  marched  along  the  lake  shore  for  nearly  two 
leagues  to  meet  and  detain  the  invaders,  supported  by 
Aztec  forces  and  a  fleet  of  canoes.  As  soon  as  the 
Spaniards  came  up  a  lively  skirmish  ensued,  the 
warriors  being  obliged  to  retreat,  though  slowly, 
rallying  at  times,  when  the  nature  of  the  ground  per- 
mitted.^^ Three  hours  of  fighting  brought  them  near 
the  town,  and  a  final  assault  by  the  soldiers  efiected 
an  entrance  and  forced  the  warriors  to  take  refuge  in 
canoes  and  houses.  The  first  comers  occupied  the 
upper  quarters,  the  others  continued  their  course 
toward  the  lake,  where  the  dwellings  stood  on  piles, 
cutting  down  every  person  encountered  in  the  streets. 
General  massacre  was  followed  by  pillage,  and  before 
nightfall  six  thousand  bodies  were  ready  for  the  funeral 

'^  Bemal  Diaz  differs  somewhat,  and  gives  the  proportion  of  forces,  attended 
also  by  Alvarado  and  Olid.  Hist.  Ver£xd.,  121.  The  Tlascaltecs  numbered 
about  4000,  and  the  Tezcucans,  according  to  Ixtlilxochitl,  from  4000  to  GOOO. 

'^Gomara  assumes  that  they  sought  to  allure  the  Spaniards  into  the 
town.  HiH.  Mex,,  179. 
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fleet  impelled  by  human  agencies  over  mountain  and 
plain,  through  forest  and  dale,  it  was  indeed  a  "cosa 
maravillosa, '  as  Cortes  expresses  it.  The  feat  of 
Vasco  Nunez  stood  repeated,  but  magnified  in  some 
respects,  in  the  number  of  the  vessels,  in  the  distance 
of  the  journey,  the  lurking  foe  being  ever  present, 
and  in  the  audacity  of  purpose,  the  subjugation  of 
the  proudest  metropolis  on  all  this  vast  continent. 
And  great  was  the  rejoicing  at  Tezcuco  as  the  caravan 
came  m  sight  on  the  fourth  day,  arrayed  in  gala  attire, 
with  brightly  gleaming  devices  and  ornaments,  and 
waving  plumage,  advancing  in  one  long  line  to  in- 
spiring music.  With  a  large  retinue,  also  in  gala 
dress,  Cortes  went  forth  to  meet  them,  and  as  the 
procession  passed  into  the  city  the  Tlascaltecs  rolled 
forth  their  newly  acquired  Spanish  vivas:  "Viva  el 
Emperadorl"  "Viva  Malinchel"  "Castilla!"  "Tlas- 
cala,  Tlascala,  Castilla  I"  The  march  past  occupied  six 
hours,  says  Cortds.  Ship-yards  were  prepared  for  the 
vessels  on  the  border  of  a  creek  or  irrigation  canal, 
which  had  been  deepened  and  widened  for  nearly  half 
a  league,  fortified  in  places  with  timber  and  masonry, 
and  provided  with  dams  and  locks.  This  labor  had 
occupied  eight  thousand  Tezcucans  fifty  days.** 

*'*Hizieron  la  quatit)  clentos  mil  hombres.*  Chmara,  Hist.  Mex,^  191. 
That  is,  8000  fresh  men  daily  for  60  days,  to  judge  by  the  figure.  Ixtlil- 
xochitl  fails  not  to  adopt  a  number  which  speaks  so  well  for  the  size  of  his 
province.  Hist.  ChicKy  307;  JReladoneSj  416.  *La  zanja  tenia  mas  de  dos 
estados  de  hondura  y  otros  tantos  de  auchura,  y  iba  toda  chapada  y  estacada.' 
CorttSy  Cartas y  206.  Bustamante  claims  to  have  seen  traces  of  it,  Sahof/iin, 
J  list.  Conq.y  66-7,  as  did  Lorenzana  in  his  time.  Cortes,  Hist.  N.  Esp.y  234. 
For  the  caulking  of  the  vessels  cotton  was  also  used,  and  for  want  of  grease, 
human  fat  was  obtained  from  slain  enemies,  writes  Gomara.  Oidor  Zuazo 
was  assured  of  this  pagan  consecration  for  the  fleet.  This  has  been  denied 
by  others,  observes  Oviedo,  iii.  423-4 ;  but  there  is  nothing  improbable  in  a 
^rtial  use  thereof,  for  human  fat  had  been  frequently  used  in  other  cases,  as 
Cortes  admits.  Additional  timber  was  obtained  in  Tolantzinco,  says  Ixtlil- 
xochitl. 
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town  situated  on  an  island  in  the  northern  end  of  the 
lake  bearing  that  name.  Once  the  capital  succes- 
sively of  a  Toltec,  Otomf ,  and  Chichimec  principality, 
it  had  succumbed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  political  revo- 
lution and  wars,  and  was  at  present  one  of  the  chief 
strongholds  belonging  to  the  tripartite  power  in  the 
valley.  It  was  approached  by  a  causeway  provided 
with  breastworks  and  drawbridges. 

The  intention  of  the  army  had  been  surmised,  so 
that  preparations  were  made  in  every  direction  to  re- 
sist an  entry,  and  the  water  swarmed  with  canoes.  In 
advancing  along  the  causeway  a  tempest  of  stones, 
arrows,  and  darts  came  upon  them  from  both  sides, 
while  hampered  on  a  narrow  road,  hemmed  in  by 
the  waters,  and  able  to  do  little  against  the  float- 
ing enemy,  who  were  comparatively  safe  behind  the 
bulwarks  fitted  to  their  canoes.  Advance  was  soon 
stopped  by  the  first  trench  in  the  causeway,  not  only 
wide  and  deep,  but  protected  on  the  farther  side  by 
strong  breastworks.  The  situation  was  embarrassing. 
Falling  back  a  little,  with  the  loss  of  one  man,  the 
guns  were  brought  forward  to  protect  the  allies  while' 
tilling  the  gap;  but  at  this  juncture  two  Tezcucans^ 
informed  Cortes  that  they  could  guide  him  across  by 
a  fordable  passage. 

The  offer  was  eagerly  accepted,  and  while  a  part  of 
the  forces  attracted  the  foe  to  the  causeway,  and  the 
horses  covered  the  rear,  Cortes  led  another  party  by 
the  ford.  The  water  reached  only  to  the  waist,  and 
though  the  enemy  hastened  forward,  resistance  was 
in  vai^,  and  soon  the  town  was  reached,  and  all  who 
had  not  escaped  immediately  surrendered.  Good 
spoils  were  secured  of  fabrics  and  other  merchandise, 
as  well  as  some  gold.  Since  the  canoe  fleet  might 
attempt  a  night  attack,  it  was  not  considered  safe  to 
camp  on  the  island,  and  as  the  army  withdrew  to  the 
plain  one  league  beyond,  a  part  of  the  town  was  fired, 
in  further  warning.  Xaltocan  had  more  than  once 
before  risen  from  hor  ashes,  bat  those  were  the  flamei^ 
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from  both  sides  for  their  bravery,  skill,  and  strength, 
the  struggles  were  eagerly  watched. 

On  one  occasion  a  solitary  warrior  of  great  stature 
stepped  from  a  canoe  to  the  causeway,  armed  with 
sword  and  shield,  and  challenged  any  Spaniard  to 
combat,  for  he  desired  to  appease  the  gods  with  blood. 
The  soldiers  gaped  in  astonishment  at  this  rashness. 
'*What,  you  hesitate,  you  cowards!"  he  cried.  The 
next  instant  a  soldier  named  Gonzalo  Hernandez 
rushed  upon  him  with  sword  and  shield,  whereupon 
he  leaped  into  the  water,  pursued  by  the  soldier,  who 
sought  to  despatch  him.  A  number  of  canoes  stole 
up,  however,  and  Hernandez  was  seized  by  the  war- 
riors. His  comrades  rushed  to  the  rescue,  and  so 
beset  the  canoes  as  to  kill  a  chief  and  bring  their 
champion  ashore.'^  During  one  of  the  sallies  Cortes 
reached  the  breach  in  the  causeway  where  his  men 
had  suffered  so  severely  during  the  Sorrowful  Night. 
The  bridge  was  down,  and  he  appealed  to  the  warriors 
on  the  other  side:  *'Why  so  foolishly  court  destruc- 
tion? If  there  is  a  leader  among  you,  let  him  appear, 
so  that  I  may  speak."  "  Speak,"  was  the  response, 
"we  are  all  leaders  here;  leaders  who  shall  make  a 
banquet  of  thee  and  thine  I" 

Six  days  had  been  spent  at  Tlacopan,  and  since 
nothing  could  be  achieved,  not  even  an  interview  with 
Quauhtemotzin,  for  which  Cortds  ardently  longed,  he 
turned  homeward.  This  abandonment  of  what  the 
Mexicans  had  probably  regarded  as  the  beginning  of 
the  siege  created  no  small  exultation  among  them, 
and  eagerly  they  pursued  the  retreating  army,  though 
repelled  now  and  then  with  some  punishment  by  the 
cavalry.  The  following  day  the  pursuing  forces  had 
swelled  to  larger  proportions,  and  were  more  daring 
than  ever.  Cortds  accordingly  ordered  the  infantry 
to  advance,  while  he,  with  twenty  horses,  divided  into 
several  parties  and  formed  an  ambuscade.    No  sooner 

"^Herrera^  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  vii. 


CHALCO  m  DANGER. 

had  the  unsuspecting  Mexicans  read 
the  cavalry  charged  into  their  midst 
war  cries.  The  surprise,  no  less  thj 
caused  a  panic,  and  the  infantry  hast 
in  the  usual  chastisement.  Molestai 
From  Quauhtitlan  the  army  proc 
Acolman  to  Tezcucc.  The  presen 
body  of  allies  being  considered  for 
necessary,  the  greater  number,  elated 
laden  with  spoU,  were  dismissed  to  t 
to  prepare  for  the  gathering  to  foUo 
of  the  brigantines.® 

The  withdrawal  from  Tlacopan 
Mexicans  to  attempt  the  recovery  < 
inflict  chastisement  for  its  secession 
indeed  most  important  to  Mexico,  sin 
plains  came  the  largest  supplies,  noT 
required.  The  threat  had  been  held  ( 
ever  since  their  submission  to  Con 
young  lords  had  hardly  returned  fro] 
they  sent  messengers  to  implore  aic 
while  Sandoval  was  preparing  to  lea^ 
convey  the  brigantines,  and  no  furt 
therefore  be  detached  without  great 
Chalcans  were  told  to  wait.  As  the 
leaving  with  this  cold  comfort  enV< 
Huexotzinco  and  Quauhquechollan. 
the  signal  pillars  of  smoke  of  the  1 
had  come  to  ask  if  they  could  be  of  s< 
posals  came  most  opportunely. 

The  Huexotzincas  and  Quauhquec 
entertained  a  hatred  of  the  Chalcans 

®They  begged  permission  to  return  home,  says  ( 
1.  31.  Herrera  relates  that  the  efforts  of  Ojeda,  by  Cc 
the  Tlascaltecs  the  gold  part  of  their  booty  so  ofifendt 
to  desert.  The  extortion  was  accordingly  stopped. 
Clavigero  doubts  the  story.  Prescott  re^irds  the  d 
distasteful  to  Cort^;  but  we  have  seen  that  he  did  n 
cumber  himself  with  too  many  unnily  auxiliaries  tc 
provinces.  The  Tlascaltecs  would  willingly  have  rei 
ing  expeditions. 


among  them  Tdpia  and  Osma,  while  others  were 
overthrown  by  the  concussion  and  came  tumbUng 
down.  With  cheering  Santiagos  the  soldiers  urged 
one  another  onward  until  even  the  Chalcans  joined 
the  assault.  The  first  Spaniard  had  hardly  reached 
the  summit  before  the  occupants  attempted  flight, 
only  to  bring  death  upon  them  the  quicker.  Many 
were  chased  over  the  cliff,  to  fall  into  equally  relentless 
hands  below;  others  in  their  fear  and  despair  cast 
themselves  headlong  from  the  height.  •  So  freely 
flowed  blood,  the  soldiers  say,  that  the  creek  at  the 
foot  of  the  fortress  was  stained  sanguine,  and  so  re- 
mained for  an  hour,  repelling  in  horror  the  victors  who 
approached  it  to  quench  their  thirst. ^^  The  Chalcans 
being  now  content,  Sandoval  returned  to  Tezcuco  with 
considerable  spoils  and  a  number  of  pretty  slaves. 

Informed  of  the  victorious  advance  of  the  Spaniards, 
Emperor  Quauhtemotzin  hastened  to  send  reinforce- 
ments to  his  garrisons,  and  hardly  had  Sandoval 
tendered  a  report  to  his  general  before  the  alarmed 
Chalcans  sent  messengers  stating  that  a  fleet  of  two 
thousand  large  canoes  with  numerous  warriors  were 
descending  upon  them.  Believing  that  Sandoval  must 
have  been  too  hasty  or  negligent,  Cortes  without 
deigning  to  listen  to  excuses  ordered  him  to  return 
immediately.  Meanwhile  the  Chalcans,  encouraged 
by  the  allies,  had  faced  the  invaders  bravely  and 
routed  them  in  a  fierce  battle,  killing  quite  a  number 
and  capturing  over  twoscore  warriors,  among  them 
the   general   and   several   chiefs.^*     When   Sandoval 

''*Que  todoB  lo8  que  alii  se  hallaron  afirman.*  CorUSj  Carias,  190.  The 
general  lands  the  achievement  with  rare  fervor  for  him.  Bemal  Diaz  sneers 
at  the  river  of  blood  story ;  but  then  he  was  not .  present  to  share  the  glory. 
The  Roman  Mario  was  less  dainty  than  these  Spaniards  under  a  simili^  cir- 
cumstance, commemorated  by  Plutarch ;  or  as  Floro  more  prosaically  puts  it: 
'  Ut  victor  Komanus  do  cruento  flumine  non  plus  aquae  biberit  quam  sanguinis 
barbarorum.'  EinUmiCy  lib.  iii.  cap.  iii. 

^'  Fifteen,  says  Bemal  Diaz.  Chimalpain,  the  Chalcan  narrator,  states  that 
his  tribe  lost  350  men,  but  killed  1500  foes,  capturing  the  captain-general, 
Chimalpopocatzin,  a  relative  of  the  emperor,  who  now  became  a  captain  among 
the  Tezcucans,  and  was  killed  during  the  siege.  Hist.  Conq.y  ii.  34.  Some  oi 
these  facts  are  evidently  not  very  reliable.  He  also  assumes  that  Sandoval 
lost  eight  soldiers  on  again  returning  to  Tezcuco. 
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came  up  the  fight  w 
surrendered  their  capl 
the  Spaniards  foUowin 
to  be  over. 

Aggrieved  at  the  1 
Sandoval  sent  in  his  i 
self;  but  Cortes  had 
injustice  of  his  treat 
no  less  than  by  affec 
and  frankly  avowed  hi 
friendship  which  ever 
tories  in  Chalco  left  s( 
Villa  Rica  and  the  Sp 
was  henceforth  regulai 
supplies  and  war  mate 
which  had  recently  rcc 
was  the  arrival  of  tl] 
Spaniards,  eighty  hon 
arms,  ammunition,  and 
partly  enhsted  by  the 
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HiBT.  Max.,  Vol.  I.    31 
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of  Villa  Rica,  laden  as  usual  with  presents.^  Another 
pleasing  evidence  of  still  more  devoted  loyahy  came 
not  lonj^  after  from  the  souths  from  the  country  of 
the  valiant  Chiuantecs,  of  the  long  pikes.  During 
the  great  uprising,  when  Spaniards  in  small  or  strag- 
gling parties  had  everywhere  boen  slaughtered,  this 
people  faithfully  jirotected  the  two  soldiers  who  hap- 
pened to  be  with  tlienij  and  were  in  return  aided  by 
tliLfir  prowess  and  advice  to  achieve  victories  over  ad- 
joining tribes.  One  of  these  men,  Captain  Hernando 
de  BarrientoSj  sent  two  natives  in  April  with  a  letter 
to  his  countrymen  imparting  the  assurance  that  Chi- 
nantla  and  its  six  s^ub-towns  were  loyaL^® 

The  recent  successes  and  the  arrival  of  the  two 
hundred  men  induced  Cortds  once  more  to  propose 
peace  to  Quauhtemotzin,  To  this  end,  during  passion 
week,  he  bade  some  of  the  captured  nobles  proceed  to 
Mexico  with  a  letter  as  a  symbol  of  their  commission, 
and  impress  upon  their  master  the  superiority  in  arms 
and  skill  of  the  Spanish  foix^es,  their  constant  and 
large  reinlbrceracnts,  and  their  unvarying  success  in 
the  field.  They  must  point  out  thu  generous  and  hu- 
mane treatment  of  the  provinces  which  had  submitted, 
and  assm^e  the  Aztec  leaders  that  equal  forgiveness 
would  be  accorded  them.  Refusal  to  return  to  their 
allegiance  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  themselves 
and  their  city.  Only  two  of  the  captives  ventured  to 
accept  the  commission,  for  according  to  Asrtec  articles 
of  war  any  noble  who  returned  to  his  country  after 
having  been  captured  by  an  enemy  wa^  doomed  tu 
decapitation  unless  he  had  performed  some  extraonii- 
nary  deed.^^ 

No  answer  came  from  Mexico,  and  it  was  afterward 

^^  Gomai:a  meuUons  also  ^I&xcaIt3:incQ  oa  a  diatast  place.  Rist.  ifer.,  1B6. 

'^Tlif*  chief 3  were  ivwAitiiit;  orclera  to  appear  before  CorWs.  The  general 
tolil  them  to  wait  till  tt^mqniTlity  wita  more  mlly  restored.  The  name  of  the 
other  soldier  woa  Ni colds.  t'oTti^.%  dirtuji,  20^5*  H^jtrem  assumes  that  Bar- 
j'ieiitoa  arrived  in  camp  during  the  late  Tcpeaca  cainpeiga*  dec.  ii.  lib*  i.  cap. 
xvii. 

^^  Of  the  rank  imd  fUo  none  sufTererl  peualty  on  re  turnings  for  captivity 
was  regard(ul  as  disgraeefnl  only  to  a  noble.  Native  liacoi^  ii*  4i9» 
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hardly  inferior  to  those  of  the  Iztocan  campaign, 
when  over  one  hundred  thousand  moved  against  the 
foe.  Highly  picturesque  was  the  spectacle  of  this 
army,  its  naked  hordes  of  warriors  relieved  by  plumage 
and  glittering  iztli  points  which  rose  above  the  broad 
line  of  gaudy  shields ;  its  white  adventurers  in  mail  of 
cotton  and  metal,  surmounted  by  bright  helmets,  and 
armed  knights  on  proudly  stepping  steeds :  picturesque 
in  particular  as  it  wound  in  almost  endless  line  along 
the  rounded  slopes  of  the  cliffs,  or  climbed  in  clearly 
defined  file  across  the  hill-tops,  only  to  descend  again 
into  gulches  gloomy  as  their  own  sinister  purpose. 

Alarmed  by  the  invasion,  the  inhabitants  had  aban- 
doned their  valley  homes,  and  had  sought  refuge  on 
the  summits,  whence  they  hurled  missiles  at  the  passing 
lines.  Little  attention  was  paid  these  irregular  bands, 
composed  as  they  were  to  a  great  extent  of  women 
and  children.  On  entering  the  Tlayacapan  Valley, 
however,  and  observing  on  the  craggy  sides  of  an 
almost  perpendicular  isolated  rock,  perched  there  like 
an  eagle's  nest,  a  place  of  refuge  peopled  with  more 
pretentious  opposers,  in  a  fit  of  insensate  folly  Cort& 
ordered  the  place  to  be  assailed.  He  seemed  to  think 
the  honor  of  the  army  demanded  it,  and  was  ready  to 
stake  the  lives  of  valuable  men  on  its  destruction. 

Orders  were  given  to  attack  from  three  several 
sides,  the  steepest  being  assigned  to  Alf^rez  Corral, 
a  brave  and  spirited  leader.  Verdugo  and  Villafuerte 
were  given  another  side,  and  Ircio  and  Monjaraz 
the  third.  Each  party  con-^isted  of  about  three- 
score men,  and  included  archers  and  arquebusiers. 
At  a  given  signal  all  rushed  forward  to  the  ascent. 
Soon  they  were  on  hands  and  knees,  crawling  over 
projections  and  pulling  themselves  up  by  means  of 
shrubs.  All  the  while  stones  and  darts  rattled  on 
helmet  and  breastplate ;  and  huge  rocks  came  rolling 
down  upon  them.  In  vain  they  sought  shelter  in 
crevices  and  under  crags;  they  must  face  the  storm. 
Bernal    Diaz   followed   Corral,   and   aft-er  receiving 
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Most  of  the  fugitives  had  gathered 
height,  and  though  no  attempt  was 
to  molest  them,  yet  they  began  to 
who  could  so  readily  capture  one  oi 

^  *  El  vno  Be  quebr6  la  piema. .  .y  se  me  desvanec: 
pas^  yo,  y  otroB  veinte,  6  trienta  soldados.  *  Bemal  Die 
Soils  misinterprets  the  passage,  and  gives  this  author 
party.  Hist.  Mex.f  ii.  3C2.  Vetancurt  calls  the  dist 
Amanalco.  TecUro  Mex.,  pt  iii  155. 


fortresses  in  the  country,  would  find  no  difficulty  in 
reaching  them  anywhere ;  therefore,  after  listening  to 
the  advice  of  messengers  sent  by  Cortes,  Yohuatzin 
concluded  to  surrender,  and  presented  himself  on  the 
following  day  with  a  large  retinue  and  rich  presents. 
The  Mexicans  were  as  usual  blamed  for  the  opposition 
offered.  He  would  have  submitted  before,  but  thought 
it  best  to  expiate  the  fault  of  resistance  by  allowing 
the  Spaniards  to  pursue,  so  that  after  spending  their 
fury  they  might  be  more  ready  to  forgive.'^ 

There  was  no  time  at  present  to  extend  the  recon- 
noissance  farther  in  this  direction,  and  after  a  brief 
rest  Cortes  turned  northward  to  the  lakes.  The  route 
over  the  mountains  proved  far  more  difficult  than  be- 
fore, and  after  issuing  from  the  pine  forest  the  army 
entered  a  desert  country  terminating  in  a  three-league 
pass  through  the  Ajuzco  Mountains.  Here  thirst 
became  so  intense  that  several  natives  succumbed.^^ 
This  suffering  was  relieved  in  a  hamlet  not  far  from 
the  pass. 

On  the  following  day  they  passed  through  a  fine  and 
cultivated  country  toward  Xochilmilco,  that  is  to  say. 
Field  of  Flowers,  aptly  named,  for  round  almost  every 
house,  particularly  on  the  outskirts,  was  a  flower- 
garden  enclosed  by  canals.  Many  of  them  were  of 
the  eliiiianipa  elays?,  or  flouting  gardens,^*'  the  oat- 
growth  of  early  Aztec  weakness,  now  forming  a  pictu- 
resque border  to  the  lake  towns.  Altogether  the 
aspect  was  most  pleasiogj  wliilc  the  buildings  of  the 
central  parts  were  artistic  and  striking.  Besides  the 
strength  added  by  canals  and  moats,  pile  buildings 
were  frequent,  and  intreuchmeuts  had  been  thrown 

^Cortt\ij  Cfirtfi^,  !0C.  Ixttilxochitlaflaumcsthat  the  Btibmissiao  ii  tendered 
through  his  jmrnesakc?,  aa  priiicc  of  Tc^cm^o,  the  only  capital  of  tho  tripurtit'ts 
empire  loyal  to  tho  SjioTiiartls.  /for.  Cm^Ulnftf^^  17-18. 

^^  Alaoone  old  SmDianit  believes  Bemai  DIaz,  t^Iio  rtlates  hiB  OTvn  suffer- 
ingH  minutely,  antl  how  he  followed  flome  mounted  floonts  in  aeareJi  of  water, 
which  he  founds  bringing  a  supply  to  Cort<5«,  J I  inf..  I'frdatl.f  ]^\.  Vetan- 
curt  imipe«»  this  watcriiii^^-placc  Topik^jo,  now  t^ao  Mi^eL  Tfolro  jffj-.,  pt. 
iii*  153.  Cbimalpahi  meutiuus  QuauhxOmolcOj  just  before*  //**!*  Vonq,^  ii»  4fli 

"See  Naiivit  Ilace^,  ii.,  345. 
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must  be  employed  more  manfully,  and,  these  failing, 
the  loyal  ones  must  let  their  nails  grow,  as  the  last 
means  of  protection.  The  first  step  should  be  the 
recovery  of  Xochimilco.  That  very  night  two  thou- 
sand canoes  were  sent  with  some  twelve  thousand 
warriors,  and  a  similar  force  by  land,  all  approaching 
stealthily,  without  music." 

The  rumor  of  a  probable  night  attack  kept  the 
Spanish  camp  on  the  alert,  and  advised  of  this,  the 
enemy  made  no  attack.  At  dawn  their  canoes  were 
already  swarming  round  the  city,  the  inmates  rending 
the  air  with  loud  and  repeated  shouts,  and  brandish- 
ing their  weapons,  those  df  the  chiefs  being  captured 
Spanish  swords.  "With  your  own  arms  you  shall  be 
killed,  and  we  will  eat  you !"  they  cried.  "We  fear  you 
not,  for  Montezuma  is  dead  I"  At  the  same  time  the 
land  forces  were  seen  approaching,  evidently  to  assist 
the  fleet  in  besieging  the  Spaniards  within  the  city, 
which  would  give  the  Mexicans  greater  advantage,  as 
they  had  well  learned  during  the  siege  of  Mexico. 
Cortes  understood  the  manoeuvre,  and  leaving  the 
greater  part  of  the  infantry  and  allies  to  guard  the  city, 
he  sallied  with  most  of  the  horse,  in  three  parties,  a 
few  of  the  infantry  and  several  hundred  Tlascaltecs, 
breaking  through  the  enemy's  ranks  and  gaining  the 
foot  of  a  hill  in  their  rear,  the  Tepechpan. 

While  the  enemy  were  rallying,  Cortes  led  the 
horse  round  to  their  denser  flank,  and  gave  orders  to 
the  infantry  to  allure  the  Mexicans  by  cUmbing  the 
steepest  part  of  the  hill  and  pretending  to  escape. 
This  succeeded,  and  the  next  moment  they  were  at- 
tacked in  several  directions  with  such  effect  as  to  cause 
a  panic  and  drive  them  in  flight  toward  a  quarter 
where  one  division  of  horse  had  taken  a  stand.  Five 
hundred  Mexicans  covered  the  field  and  five  leader? 
were  among  the  captured,  while  the  Spanish  loss  wa? 

*•  Followed  by  other  bodies.  BemcU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad. ,  134 ;  Torquemada 
L637. 
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a  "remedy,  since,  besides  the  scandal,  it  was  evident 
that  all  the  Spaniards  must  perish  if  once  they  turned 
one  against  the  other;  and  to  this  end  not  only  de- 
clared foes  but  allies  would  join."*^ 

Attended  by  Sandoval  and  others,  Cortes  hastened 
to  the  house  of  the  accused  and  found  several  persons 
assembled.  Some  were  secured  as  they  sought  escape. 
Villafane  found  time  to  take  a  paper  from  his  breast 
and  tear  it  in  pieces,  but  Cortds  gathered  and  ar- 
ranged them,*^  and  was  grieved  to  read  the  names  of 
quite  a  number  of  promising  persons  whom  he  had 
honored  and  regarded  as  friends.  Villafane  con- 
fessed the  details  of  the  plot,  which  had  been  forming 
since  the  Tepeaca  campaign.  A  court-martial  was  held, 
presided  over  by  Cortds  himself,  and  there  being  no 
doubt  of  his  guilt,  the  accused  was  condemned  to 
death  and  promptly  hanged  from  the  window  of  his 
dwelling.** 

Cortes  had  probably  no  doubt  regarding  the  guilt  of 
the  persons  named  on  the  list,  but  the  prosecution 
of  so  many  notable  men  might  not  be  prudent,  and 
would  only  widen  the  breach  between  himself  and  the 
malcontents  and  gain  them  sympathy.  The  day  fol- 
lowing the  execution  the  general  called  a  meeting. 
Many  were  the  consciences  that  pricked  their  posses- 
sors to  trembling  on  that  occasion.  But  the  sage 
Cortes  preferred  the  traitors  should  risk  their  necks 
in  winning  for  him  Mexico,  rather  than  himself  to 
break  them  with  a  rope. 

^  Soch  are  in  sabetance  the  words  used  by  CJortto  in  his  relation  to  the 
emperor.  *  E  c6mo  yo  vi  que  se  me  habia  revclado  tan  gran  traicibn,  di 
gracias  d  naestro  Sefior,  por(^ue  en  aquello  consistia  cl  remedio.*  Cartas,  269. 

*^  So  Cbrtes  intimates,  while  Hcrrera  states  that  Villafaiie  hastened  to  de- 
vour the  paper.  His  throat  being  pressed,  about  half  of  it  was  rescued,  dec. 
iii.  lib.  L  cap.  i.  He  further  says  that  Sandoval  was  sent  to  make  the  arrest ; 
but  Bemal  Diaz  asserts  that  Cortes  went  in  person,  which  is  likely  imder  the 
circumstances,  and  took  from  Villafafie's  breast  the  paper.  Findmff  thereon 
so  many  names  of  quality  he  caused  it  to  be  rumorea  that  the  man  Bad  eaten 
it,  or  part  of  it.  Hist.  Verdad.y  130-7.  Clavigcro  assumes  that  the  culprit 
revealed  the  names,  and  that  CJort^s  preferred  not  to  believe  him.  Storia 
Mess.,  iii.  191.  Torture  failed  to  extort  any  names  from  him,  writes  Torque- 
mada,  i.  528,  and  those  on  the  Ust  he  declared  to  be  merely  of  men  whom  he 
intended  to  sound. 

^'  *Un  alcalde  y  yo  lo  condenamos  &  muerte.'  CorUs,  CartaSf  269. 
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Napoleon,  who  in  national  warfare  could  open  with 
his  sword  the  veins  of  the  people  until  there  poured 
forth  torrents  of  blood,  shrank  in  horror  from  blood 
shed  in  civil  broils.  It  was  policy  with  Cortds,  how- 
ever. So,  after  finishing  his  narration  of  the  con- 
spiracy, he  coolly  informed  them  that  Villafane  had 
refused  to  reveal  his  accomplices,  and  he  could  not 
therefore  name  the  guilty.  There  were  no  doubt 
men  amongst  them  with  real  or  fancied  grievances 
which  may  have  induced  them  to  harbor  resentment; 
but  let  them  frankly  state  their  wrongs  and  he  would 
seek  to  right  them.  If  he  had  erred,  let  the  error  be 
named.  The  conclusion  of  the  aflFair  created  general 
satisfaction.  Thankful  for  their  escape,  the  guilty 
sought  both  by  words  and  deeds  to  prove  their  de- 
votion, and  although  Cortes  kept  his  eye  upon 
them,  there  was  no  indication  that  he  suspected  any. 
He  rather  sought  to  win  them  back  with  favors."  So 
impressed  were  his  intimate  followers  by  the  risk  to 
which  so  valuable  a  Ufe  had  been  exposed  that  they 
insisted  on  his  accepting  a  body-guard  of  twelve  select 
men,  under  the  command  of  Antonio  de  Quinones,  an 
hidalgo  of  Zamora,*^^  who  watched  over  him  day  and 
night. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  he  frightened  man^  by  having  them  arrested  and 
threatened  with  trial;  probably  those  seized  with  ViUafafle.  Oviedo,  iii.  615, 
mentions  Escndero  as  executed  for  plotting ;  but  this  is  doubtful.  As  for  Ver- 
dugo,  he  became  regidor  of  Mexico,  and  in  1529  alcalde.  He  afterward 
joined  Guzman's  expedition  and  settled  at  Tonald  in  Jalisco.  Rasson^  in  CorUs, 
Jlettulencia,  i.  363. 

^^  This  was  Cort4s'  own  idea,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  and  he  appealed  to  us  to 
guard  him.  Hist.  Verdad,,  137.  Quiflones  was  succeeded  by  Francisco  de 
Tenesaa  [Terrazas].  IxaUxochitl,  Hist.  CMch,^  313. 
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waved  high  the  banners  of  the  different  corps.  Cortes 
went  forth  to  meet  them  with  grand  demonstrations, 
and  as  they  marched  past  loud  vivas^  rent  the  air. 

On  the  28th  of  April  Cortes  had  mustered  his 
forces  and  found  that,  with  the  several  reenforcements 
lately  arrived,  there  were  present  over  nine  hundred 
Spaniards,  of  whom  eighty- six  were  horsemen  and 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  cross -bowmen  and  arque- 
busiers;^  the  rest  being  armed  with  swords  and  shields 
and  the  more  formidable  pikes.  They  were  well  pro- 
tected with  cotton  armor,  many  having  cuirasses  and 
corselets,  and  small  weapons  were  not  wanting.  The 
artillery  consisted  of  three  heavy  iron  guns,  fifteen 
smaller  pieces  of  bronze,  mostly  distributed  among 
the  vessels,  with  ten  quintals  of  powder  and  a  quan- 
tity of  shot,  while  some  fifty  thousand  arrows  had 
been  furnished  by  the  Tezcucan  towns,  all  fitted 
according  to  pattern  with  copper  tips.® 

Not  only  had  the  Spaniards,  particularly  the  new 
recruits,  been  well  exercised  in  cavalry  movements, 
target  practice,  fencing,  and  pike  drill,  but  the  allies 
had  been  trained  to  a  certain  extent  in  European 
tactics.  For  efficiency  and  good  conduct  this  army 
rose  far  above  any  yet  mustered  in  the  Indies.  In 
the  usual  speech  before  the  ranks,  Cortds  pointed  out 
how  God  had  favored  them  with  constant  victories 
and  with  reenforcements  which  had  nearly  doubled 
their  number  and  resources.  They  might  indeed  be 
hopeful,  for  holy  was  their  cause.  Full  of  confidence 
they  could  march  against  the  only  stronghold  yet 
opposed  to  them,  avenge  their  slaughtered  comrades, 
and  win  riches  and  glory  for  themselves. 

' '  Viua  el  Emperador  nnestro  sefior,  y  Castilla,  Castilb,  Tlaacala,  TlascaJa !' 
Bemal  DiaZy  loc.  cit.  It  took  three  aays  for  the  auxiliaries  to  enter,  says 
Ojeda,  and  great  as  was  Tezcuco,  there  was  not  room  for  them.  Herrera,  dec. 
iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xii.    Bemal  Diaz  reduces  the  days  to  hours. 

^  Cort^Sf  CartaSy  206.  Gromara  agrees,  IJist.  Mex.,  191,  but  Bemal  Diaz 
gives  the  number  as  84  horsemen,  650  soldiers  with  swords,  shields,  and  lances, 
and  194  archers  and  arquebusiers.  loc.  cit. 

^  Some  half  a  dozen  towns  furnished  8000  each  within  eight  days.  The 
feathers  were  fastened  by  the  archers  with  glue  from  the  came  root.  They 
kept  two  strings  and  as  many  catches,  and  maintained  their  skill  by  t^geli 
practice.  Id. 


The  following  day 
Alvarado  and  Olid  we 
for  greater  conveniei 
province  and  there  av 
hours  after  their  depa 
the  announcement  tl 
general  of  Chichimec 
revealed  that  shortly  1 
been  severely  and  war 
a  quarrel  over  some 
soldier  from  the  wrat 
inspecting  oflBcer  over 
matter  and  sent  the  i 
claimed  by  some  thai 
Xicotencatl  that  he  f 
sumed  that  both  chic 
woman,  and  that  Xic< 
his  rival  alone  in  the 
no  doubt  in  his  disli 
whom  he  had  never  < 
secret,  as  invaders  be 
whole  country.  This 
more  fixed  with  every 
ambition,  such  as  th 
plucked  from  him  his 
haps  superior  position 
Chichimecatl,  of  when 

Andr^  de  Monjaraz,  the  lattc 
32  years,  always  suffering  froi 
from  doing  anything.  The  thr 
a  ^wing  favorite  of  Cortes*,  ¥] 
spirator  of  Villafafie,  and  Franc 
estate-holder  at  Medina  del  Cai 
sinuatinff  Pedro  de  Ircio,  and 
dashing  fellow,  of  Moniaraz*  ag 
and  possessed  of  a  voluble  tong^ 
gives  a  longer  list,  which  is  clea 
names  of  native  leaders.     Alva 

Siticpac;  Olid  those  of  Ocotel 
e  further  states  that  his  nam 
containing  60,000  Tezcucans,  of 
Brasseur  de  Bourbonrg  follows 
what  on  the  names.  Herrera 
Hernando  de  Lerma  of  Galicia. 


ALVARADO  AND  OLID  QUAR 

young  chief  does  not  seem  to  have  < 
the  other  rulers.  Instantly  on  his 
sentenced  and  hanged  on  a  very  hig 
the  crier  and  interpreter  announced  1 

The  execution  of  so  prominent  a  ( 
of  the  inilers  among  his  best  allies,  v 
few  besides  Cortes  would  have  vent 
saw  the  necessity  for  a  firm  observai 
and  was  not  deceived  in  the  salutar 
had  on  the  allies."  There  were  not  i 
left  in  Tezcuco,  or  a  serious  demonstrf 
occurred;  as  it  was,  the  mantle  and  i 
ceased  were  secured,  and  an  eager  co 
them  as  relics.  Axayacatzin  Xicotenc 
fame  before  the  advent  of  the  Spanis 

Alvarado  and  Olid  had  set  out  f 
Tlacopan  with  their  Spanish  forces 
May,^*  taking  the  same  route  by  w 
returned  from  the  Xochimilco  campa 
longer  than  that  north  of  Tezcuco  '. 
easier  and  safer.  On  approaching  Ac 
a  party  in  advance  to  secure  quarters, 
rado  arrived  he  found  every  house  b 
bough  on  the  roof,  which  indicated  o 
raised  a  tumult  between  the  partie 
captains  would  have  come  to  blows  \ 

"  Ojeda^  in  IJerrera,  loc.  cit. .  Solis,  Hist,  Mex. ,  ii.  3 
have  been  hazardons  to  hang  him  at  Tezcuco,  when 

S.thered ;  but  he  forgets  that  nearly  all  this  people 
exico.  His  supposition  is  based  on  Bemal  Diaz,  wb 
not  hanged  in  Tezcuco.  Alvarado  had  pleaded  for  hi 
pretending  compliance,  secretly  ordered  the  alguacil 
Verdad,,  139. 

*^  Cort^  divided  the  lordship  of  the  chieftain  afte 
sons,  and  the  name  of  Xicotencatl  has  been  perpeti 
line,  as  Camargo  shows  in  his  Hist.  Tlax,  Two  omct 
during  the  American  invasion  of  1847  in  defence  of  1 
de  Bourhourg,  hisi.  JScU,  Civ.^  iv.  447. 

i^  Most  writers  say  the  10th,  misled  by  an  error  in 
this  error  causes  Prescott,  among  others,  to  fall  into 
which  he  upholds  with  vain  arguments.     On  earlier 

S'ven  dates  in  connection  with  religious  festivals  whj 
ly  fell  on  the  19th  of  May,  and  the  departure  took 
Bconal  Dia2  gives  the  13th,  and  says  that  the  Xicotei 
them  a  day.     He  afterward  varies  the  date. 


HOW  THE  I 

to  cover  the  breaches  a 
without  success.     The 
great  spirit,  and  their 
not  energetically  assun 
ing  the  two  camps. 

The  Mexicans  had  i 
of  Cortes'  delay  and  pi 
they  found  two  camps 
stroyed,  and  earnest  pi 
vestment,  their  eyes 
then  too  bewildered  i 
precision.  The  chronic 
held  a  grand  council  1 
to  sound  the  spirit  of 
so  that  there  might  h 
came.  A  number  indee 
particularly  of  the  Mo 
formidable  enginery  ai 
and  their  host  of  allies, 
With  the  occupation  of 
and  the  influx  of  peopL 
might  fall  short,  and  fa 
the  young  men  and  tl 
pected,  would  listen  t 
implied  cowardice;  the 
ance,  and  formed  too  n 
entertaining  of  peace  pi 
tiously  refrained  from 

** '  Jam^  qnisieron  Paz  [the  I 
el  Rei  no  la  aceptb,  porque  al  ] 
Torquemada,  i.  672.  Gomara  8a> 
dynasty,  declares  that  he  loved  t< 
valor  ever  to  listen  to  peace  prop 
lowing  pages  he  gives  a  speech  bi 
surrender.  Before  this,  accordin 
had  invited  Quauhtemotzin,  nnd 
order  to  exphun  his  motives  for  tl 
the  Aztec  monarch  came  to  the 
barge,  attended  by  several  noble; 
viewed  the  allegiance  tendered  tc 
tated  by  Alvarado's  effort  to  antici 
slaughter  of  Spaniards  and  robl 


therewith  they  threw  in  disjointed  ; 
human  bodies.  '^  We  shall  not  rest  t 
desolated,  and  not  a  man  or  woman  le 
your  vile  race.."  Unabashed  by  this 
caltecs  told  them  not  to  threaten  like 
act  like  men.  Still  it  were  better  fo: 
unless  they  wished  to  be  destroyed. 

Cortds  had  been  delayed  till  the  fleei 
prepared.  On  the  31st  of  May,  fol 
Christi  day,  he  was  able  to  despatch 
reenforced  by  some  forty  thousand  alli< 
on  the  Chalco  border,  marched  again 
Although  severely  crippled  by  Cort(5s' 
town  still  figured  as  a  stronghold  oi 
portance  to  be  left  in  the  rear.  1 
movement,  the  Mexicans  hurried  by 
to  aid  in  covering  the  retreat  of  t 
Suddenly  smoke  columns  were  obser^ 
parts  of  the  lake,  and  cries  of  alarm  i 
town.  Yet  more  and  more  hurriedly  the 
while  one  body  of  warriors  retired  alor 
to  Mexico,  others  departed  in  canoes, 
forces  pressed  onward  in  close  pursuit 
pillage,  and  torch  accompanied  them, 
of  the  panic  was  the  appearance  of  i 
which  had  set  sail  shortly  after  Sando 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  Te5 
whose  object  was  to  cooperate  again 
On  approaching  it  the  vessels  passed 
rocky  isle,  the  Tepepulco,  since  know 
del  Marquds,^^  occupied  by  a  large  num 
who  shouted  defiance,  and  showered  stc 
Finding  that  Sandoval  required  no 

'^  Ixtlilxochitl  states  in  one  place  that  his  name8ak< 
to  raise  troops  and  to  arrange  for  regular  trains  of  su 
camps.  In  another  relation  ne  allows  him  to  accompa 
canoes.  Hor,  CrueldadeSy  21 ;  Belacion,  314.  The  canoe 
the  fleet  appear  to  have  served  chiefly  as  transports. 

^*  Ownea  even  under  republican  xnile  by  the  heirs  oi 
quarry. 
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solved  to  inflict  a  lesson  on  the  insolent  islanders. 
The  Mexicans  appeared  confident  in  the  impregnable 
strength  of  the  rock,  and  gave  so  warm  a  reception  to 
the  hundred  and  fifty  men  with  whom  Cortes  began 
to  climb  it,  that  fully  a  score  were  wounded  at  the 
onset;  The  brigantines  turned  their  guns  upon  them, 
however,  and  under  this  cover  the  soldiers  speedily 
gained  the  summit,  there  to  wreak  bloody  vengeance. 
Not  a  man  was  spared,  only  the  women  and  children. 
"It  was  a  beautiful  victory  1"  exclaims  Cortes. 

While  they  werp  pillaging,  a  large  fleet  of  canoes, 
five  hundred  at  the  lowest  estimate,^  was  seen  to  ap- 
proach from  the  direction  of  Mexico,  bristling  with 
iztli  points,  which  found  a  gleaming  reflection  in  the 
smooth  waters  of  the  lake.  Cortds  ordered  an  im- 
mediate return  to  the  brigantines,  and  rowed  them 
forward  into  an  extended  line.  He  had  longed  for  an 
opportunity  like  this,  to  meet  a  formidable  fleet  upon 
which  the  brigantines  might  inflict  a  lesson  severe 
enough  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  enemy  to  their  invin- 
cible power;  for  *Mn  them  lay  the  key  of  war,"  as  he 
expressed  it.  Unfortunately  the  wind  was  so  light  as 
barely  to  flap  the  sails.  The  hostile  fleet  had  already 
drawn  up  in  good  order  just  beyond  range,  evidently 
puzzled  at  the  passive  attitude  of  the  monster  vessels, 
yet  shouting  defiance.^^  Cortes  stood  chafing  with 
impatience,  for  without  wind  his  greatest  advantage 
would  be  lost,  and  his  position  even  become  precarious. 
Just  then  the  waters  rippled  and  a  breeze  came  from 
abaft  which  speedily  freshened.  "Ah,  God  favors  us !" 
he  cried,  and  with  a  grateful  gaze  toward  heaven  he 
gave  orders  to  advance  under  full  sail.  As  they  came 
close  to  the  enemy  a  blinding  volley  was  sent  pouring 
in  upon  them  from  the  whole  line,  from  guns,  arque- 

^CorUs,  Cartas,  21 1.  Bernal  Diaz  raises  the  number  to  4000,  Peter  Martyr 
to  6000,  while  Vetancurt  assumes  that  the  600  were  merely  the  van.  Teatro 
Hex,,  pt.  iii.  158. 

^*  Oviedo  writes  that  they  were  sacrificing  boys  to  propitiate  the  gods.  iii. 
516.  *  La  flota  q  les  parecio  no  dar  batalla  con  tan  pocas  y  cansadas/  observes 
Gromara,  Hist.  Mtx.,  194. 


THE 

buses,  and  cross-bows 
to  recover  from  the 
burst  the  ponderous 
canoes,  overturning, 
vessels'  wake  were  w 
the  few  canoes  whicl 
the  ships  struggled 
the  rear.  At  the  fir 
ther  lines  turned  in 
number  of  others  w 
with  reenforcements, 
clumsy-looking  vess 
career  of  destructior 
canals  of  the  city,  \ 
up  captives.  The  vi 
of  the  Spaniards,  as 
the  Aztecs  lose  a  ^ 
warriors  and  their  b 
forever  to  the  formi 
lake  waters,  and  wit! 
trans-lacustrine  allies 
Encouraged  by  thi 
and  both  hastened  t( 
advance  along  the  c 
execution,  impelled  i 
fresh  courage.^  Oli 
Xoloc,  which  with  i 
towers  guarded  the 
ways,  when  the  brij 
eastern  side.  It  was 
less  Cortes  landed  1 
and  pursue  the  ad^ 
made  in  the  wall  w 
under  cover  of  the  f 
carried.  Cortds  hac 
his  head-quarters,  bi 
tages  of  Xoloc,  in  si 

''Alyarado  advanced  as  fa 
Bemcd  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  1 


A  SIMXJ] 

Xoloc,  arranging  the 
plies,  during  which  ti 
maintained,  wherein  J 
wounds.  The  brigani 
flicted  great  damage,  ei 
distance  a  canal  whict 
no  longer  ventured  al 
and  the  Mexicans  b< 
proaches  and  channels 

In  order  to  complet 
was  only  necessary  to 
to  Tepeyacac,  along  w 
steady  intercourse  wi 
this  neglect  by  Alvai 
doval  to  form  a  camp 
and  forty  Spaniards, 
horsemen,  and  a  full 
had  half  as  many  mor 
airy,  while  two  hund] 
Xoloc,  supported  besi 
rear,  and  by  Olid's  pj 
largest  proportion  of  c 
according  to  Cortes'  o 
not  hold  them,  and 
Coyuhuacan,  which  la 
and  must  be  occupied 
lake  towns  clustered  ii 
carried  at  least  two  hi 

Everything  being  p 
taneous  attack  from  a] 
attention  of  the  Mexic 
tage.    He  himself   ac 

"  Probably  behind  the  great 
**  Gomara  calls  it  wrongly  Xj 
enough,  with  Tezcnco.  Hist.  A% 
^GorUs,  Cartas,  216-17.  T 
from  their  camp  at  Coyuhuacan 
ging  and  similar  work  was  doni 
the  vessels  of  Flores  and  Ruiz  < 
between  the  camps  of  Alvarado 
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those  of  cannon.^  This  filling  of  the  chasms  enabled 
the  horses  to  be  brought  forward,  and  they  now  led 
the  charge  against  the  dense  masses  of  natives,  after 
the  arquebuses  had  effected  the  preliminary  clearing. 
Cortes  had  not  underestimated  the  annoyance  to  be 
encountered  from  the  archers  and  slingers  covering  the 
roofs  on  either  side;  but  the  operations  of  the  cavalry 
left  the  many  arquebusiers  and  cross-bowmen  at  liberty 
to  cover  the  points  of  approach  through  which  the  allies 
in  particular  poured  in  countless  numbers  with  side- 
arms  and  fire-brands.  The  progress  so  far  had  sur- 
passed all  anticipation;  but  now  the  Spaniards  came  to 
a  canal  from  which  the  retreating  Mexicans  removed 
the  few  planks  remaining  of  the  bridge,  leaving  a  soli- 
tary beam.  Here  the  warriors  were  massed  in  greater 
confidence,  free  as  they  were  from  the  attack  of  vessels 
and  sheltered  by  strong  intrenchments,  while  the  ad- 
joining roofs,  equally  protected  by  the  canals,  teemed 
with  missile-throwers.  The  soldiers  tried  again  and 
again  to  cross  the  chasm,  only  to  be  driven  back  with 
injury.  The  volleys  from  cross-bows  and  fire-arms 
could  effect  but  little  damage  against  the  well  shel- 
tered warriors,  while  their  arrows  and  stones  came  in 
rattling  showers.  Finally  two  cannon  were  brought 
forward.  This  changed  the  issue,  for  a  breach  was 
speedily  made  in  the  intrenchments,  and  now  the  small- 
arms  were  able  to  cooperate  with  great  execution. 

After  a  delay  of  two  hours  the  soldiers  were  across; 
and  while  the  allies  filled  the  canal  they  again  pursued 
their  advance  along  the  avenue,  though  suffering  con- 
siderably from  the  roof  missiles.  They  now  came  to 
the  last  channel  in  the  street,  close  to  the  main  plaza, 
wherein  stood  the  famous  temple  of  Huitzilopochtli. 

The  advance  of  the  Spaniards  had  been  so  unex- 
pected and  rapid  that  the  Mexicans  had  not  thought 
of  fortifying  this  canal,  and  little  difficulty  was  met 
in  crossing.     But  beyond,  the  plaza  was  filled  with 

^'Asserrador. .  .trabaj6  mas  que  mil  IndioB.*  HerreTra^  dec.  iii.  lib.  i. 
cap.  xviii. 


files  of  defenders^  detennmed  to  save  their  deities  and 
that  sacred  ground  Greatly  frightened,  the  priests 
cried  out  to  them:  *' Behold  I  it  was  here  upon  this 
spot  you  fought  these  beings  infernal  before^  and 
drove'  them  fortii  in  shameful  flight;  the  gods  will 
help  you  again  I"  Even  the  Spanish  soldiers  were  im- 
l)re8sed  by  the  words  and  gestures  of  the  frantic 
devoteeSy  and  noted  their  eflbct  in  the  gleaming  eyes 
and  pressed  lips  of  the  warriors,  and  they  paused.  But 
presently  a  gun  was  brought  forward  and  directed 
against  the  packed  throng.  This  effected  a  backward 
movement.  ''There  is  no  time  for  rest  or  fearf 
shouted  CortdSj  as  with  shield  in  hand  he  rushed 
forward.  With  a  thundering  Santiago  the  soldiers 
followed.  The  charge  was  irresistible,  and  already 
f^turtled  by  the  mowing  cannon-balls  the  Mexicans 
took  refuge  within  the  temple  enclosure  and  in  thu 
by -streets. 

I'hc  Spaniards  foUowed  the  crowd  within  the  sacred 
grt>un(.Is,  slashing  and  thrusting.  It  seemed  a  repeti- 
tion of  Alvarado's  massacre^  and  the  war-god,  thirst- 
ing for  blood,  might  now  have  his  fill  In  a  few 
moments  not  a  warrior  was  left  ^ round  the  temple, 
only  prostrate  bodies.  Then  the  soldiers  prepared  io 
ascend  the  p^Tamid  to  liurl  down  the  idol  and  its  de- 
fenders. But  the  deity  was  aroused.  The  sombre 
notes  of  the  sacred  drum  struck  their  fearful  appeal 
on  every  heart,  '*  Rouse  ye  to  your  imperilled  hearths 
and  temples  f  It  was  but  now  the  Mexicans  observed 
that  the  death-dealing  horsemen  were  not  present,  for 
the  last  channel  had  not  yet  been  filled  to  afford  a 
crossing.  This  lent  them  courage,  and  on  the  foe  they 
quickly  rushed  from  lanes  and  houses^  while  down 
fnnu  the  temple-top  came  a  doubly  inspired  avalanche* 
The  shock  was  overwhelming-  The  Spaniards  were 
forced  to  retire,  partly  in  disorder.  Cortes  made 
frantic  efforts  to  stay  the  flight,  and  at  the  gate 
a  niomentaiy  rally  was  made  by  a  few;  but  what 
availed   that    handful  aj^ainst   the    torrent  sweeping 
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onward,  heaxJed  by  the  renowned  band  of  Quauhtin  ? 
Perforce  they  must  yield  and  join  the  troops  which 
were  in  such  hasty  flight  from  the  plaza  that  they 
even  abandoned  the  cannon.  Cortes  was  on  foot  in 
the  crowd,  and  his  voice  was  drowned  in  the  tumult. 
He  could  but  follow  with  the  wild  current,  which 
threatened  to  lead  into  another  disaster.  Just  then 
cries  of  alarm  burst  from  the  crowds  on  the  roofs,  and 
there  was  a  lull  in  the  shower  of  stones  and  darts,  and 
the  pressure  of  pursuers  relaxed.  The  next  moment 
the  ears  of  the  wandering  Spaniards  caught  the  clatter 
of  hoofs. 

The  cavalry  had  come  up;  a  revulsion  set  in.  They 
were  but  a  few,"  but  enough  to  bring  back  to  the 
minds  of  the  Mexicans  their  original  and  ever  present 
fear  of  the  monsters,  for  they  knew  not  how  many 
might  be  coming  down  upon  them. 

The  infantry  followed  the  horsemen  with  inspiring 
cheers,  and  bore  unresisted  onward,  for  the  late 
bravery  of  the  foe  was  now  turned  to  cowardice. 
Before  long  the  Spaniards  had  penetrated  through 
the  plaza  and  occupied  once  more  the  temple  court. 
Once  more  their  looks  were  upw-ard  toward  the 
summit  of  the  lofty  pyramid  consecrated  during  their 
former  occupation  to  the  holy  virgin;  and  while  the 
main  portion  of  the  troops  fought  the  now  rallying 
Mexicans,  a  sturdy  handful  undertook  the  capture  of 
the  sanctuary.  A  dozen  chiefs  held  possession,  but 
naught  could  stay  the  fury  of  the  soldiers,  and  in  a 
few  moments  the  last  defender  had  yielded  his  spirit 
in  defense  of  his  faith. 

The  Spaniards  looked  in  vain  for  any  trace  of 
their  own  altar  and  symbols,  round  which  they  had 
so  oft  congregated  in  prayer.  In  their  stead  rose  a 
new  idol  glittering  with  ornaments  and  hideous  with 
devices,  while  fresh  stains  of  blood  spread  horror 
over  all.  The  gleam  of  gold  proved  all  absorbing, 
however,  and  hastily  the  jewels  and  the  golden  mask 

^  Only  three,  says  Cort^  and  others. 


were  torn  away,  and  then  the  head  of  the  idol  was 
struck  off  and  sent  clattering  below.^ 

There  was  time  for  nothing  more,  for  on  finding  so 
few  horsemen  present,  the  Quauhtin  knights  had  again 
made  an  effective  rally,  pressing  the  troops  closely. 
Fortunately  a  larger  force  of  cavalry  came  up  again 
to  turn  the  tide  of  battle  and  inflict  a  severe  lesson. 
As  it  was  late  by  this  time,  there  remained  no  choice 
but  that  of  returning  to  camp.  This  movement  gave 
fresh  confidence  to  the  Mexicans,  who  followed  in 
swarms,  harassing  from  roofs  and  lanes,  on  front  and 
flanks,  rushing  forward  with  renewed  fury  after  every 
charge  by  the  cavalrv  which  covered  the  rear.  But 
for  the  horses  the  soldiers  would  have  suffered  severely; 
as  it  was,  the  retreat  proceeded  in  good  order,  and  as 
many  houses  as  possible  were  fired  with  a  view  to 
make  the  next  entry  safer.  On  approaching  the  cause- 
way the  canoe  crews,  composed  of  selected  warriors, 
fell  on  the  flanks  and  created  no  little  confusion  before 
they  were  driven  back.  After  this  no  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  reaching  camp,  thanks  to  the  foresight 
of  Cortds,  who  had  ordered  the  channels  filled.^  The 
other  captains,  Alvarado  and  Sandoval,  had  performed 
their  share  in  the  day's  work,  and  although  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  reached  even  the  suburb,  detained 
by  the  many  breaches  and  other  obstacles  on  the 
causeways,  yet  the  diversion  created  by  their  attacks 

^Ixtlilxochitl  allows  his  namesake  and  Cort^  to  figure  in  this  scene,  the 
former  cutting  off  the  idoPs  head  while  the  general  secured  the  mask.  He 
states  that  the  temple  was  captured  during  the  first  entry  into  the  court. 
When  the  Mexicans  rallied,  Ixtlilxochitl  managed  to  kill  their  general,  which 
so  enraged  them  that  they  rushed  madly  on  and  drove  back  the  Spaniards  tiU 
the  horse  arrived.  Hor.  CrueldadeSf  29-30.  His  version  is  adopted  in  the main 
by  Prescott  and  others ;  but  there  are  several  discrepancies.  The  death  of  a 
ceneral  as  a  rule  discouraged  native  armies.  Cort^-s,  who  would  not  have 
fdileil  tti  cl^m  t!ie  overthrow  of  tlie  iJoli  sUtt?.^  Unit  it  waij  efFcct4;d  by  four  or 
live  Spftnin rdn ,  afte r  the  se^cmil  cft pture  of  the  court*  d i rtfis,  *2 1 8.  Hk  presence 
was  nettled  below  to  dircet  oijeratious.  Ooinjira^s  text  mu^t  have  tni^Led  Le- 
tlilxo^iLitl  and  utiicra.  Hist.  Alex,,  1I)7-S.  HcniGra  and  Ibrquemftda  adhere 
better  to  < 'ortt?8* 

^Cort^a  speaks  of  aii  ^nibueaide  by  the  borst^men  wherein  30  MexicMis 
fell.  Ctiftas,  *21S.  How  uuui^  of  hia  own  were  lost  he  prudently  {kbetaiutt  £ram 
mentioning,  thfju>(b  admitting  iniiny  wounded*  *Dex^l^^ll  pcrdidft  los  E^* 
paJidea  e^tti  roz  d  tiro  grueao/  say  a  'rortjueiimda,  L  54S,  but  tki#  U  onLkkely* 
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In  their  present  position,  with  the  advantages  of 
superior  civilization,  there  was  equal  glory  accruing 
to  the  Spaniards  in  winning  Mexico,  and  to  the  Mex- 
icans in  manfully  losing  their  city.  Quauhtemotzin 
as  a  patriot  and  a  skilful  general  was  fuUy  alive  to  the 
perils  of  his  position,  but  he  was  prepared  to  use  .to 
best  advantage  all  the  resources  at  his  command,  and 
that  is  all  any  one  can  do.  Stem  as  Saturnius,  and 
passionately  patient,  from  the  day  of  the  capture 
of  Montezuma  his  nature  had  been  proof  against  all 

Eleasure.  Of  an  imperious  temper,  haughty  and  over- 
earing  as  Coriolanus,  yet  was  he  as  faithful  to  defend 
the  city  as  any  Hector  or  Horatius.  I  hold  that 
Spaniards  of  the  sixteenth  century  were  no  worse 
than  their  neighbors.  It  was  a  bigoted  and  cruel  age; 
though  for  that  matter  enough  of  bigotry  yet  remains, 
and  there  is  suflScient  cruelty  in  our  latter-day  fightings 
to  keep  us  humble.  And  while  we  see  much  to  con- 
demn in  the  motives  that  brought  hither  these  for- 
eigners, and  much  in  their  conduct  that  was  cruel  and 
unjust,  yet  we  are  constrained  to  admit  that  the  work 
which  they  accompUshed  was  in  the  pathway  of  destiny. 
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while  to  the  buildings 
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^Bemal  Diaz  speaks  of  a 
Spaniards,  besides  numerous  wo 

^He  enumerates  also  the  citi 
Mex,,  202.     Uerrera  adds  Mizqi 
Hm.  Mbx.,  Yol.  I.    41 


peat  the  d 
tives.  Cor 
near  the  s 
Some  of  t 
them  for 
Mexicans, 
stakes.  C 
forth  and 
cade.  At 
down  upo 
number,  t 
warriors, 
surprises.^ 

By  the 
plies  were 
to  stalk  tl 
of  the  flee 
had  rendc 
eastern  di 
ions,  comp 

{)art  of  T^ 
ulco.  Th 
rivals  eve 
putes  to  s 
Tenochtit] 
perial  prej 
a  plebeian 
this  come 
gotten,  ai 
tatingly  a 
into  their 
Every  ] 
sponding  j 
auxiUaries 
to  supplie 
ordered  tc 

"Cort^ex 
Cartas,  227;  / 


()44  UUJNrjJMUAllUiN    UF   lllJHi  »XJ!;iilii. 

the  causeway  on  either  side  of  Fort  Xoloc.  These 
afforded  shelter  for  all  the  Spaniards  and  two  thousand 
servants,  and  proved  most  welcome,  for  the  rainy  season 
had  already  set  in.  The  same  natives  were  obUged  to 
provide  supplies,  such  as  fish  and  a  species  of  cherry, 
which  together  with  maize  formed  the  chief  sustenance 
of  the  army.  Frijoles,  or  beans,  cacao,  quilite  herbs,  and 
nochtUy  afforded  variety.  The  maize  was  ground  by 
hand  and  made  into  tortillas,  or  pancakes,  by  the  slave 
women  and  mistresses  of  the  soldiers,  either  for  their 
individual  lords  or  for  the  mess  to  which  they  be- 
longed. These  duties  were  also  assumed  by  some  of 
the  few  Spanish  and  mulatto  women  who  had  accom- 
panied their  husbands.  Although  there  was  little  fear 
of  starvation  in  the  Spanish  camps,  yet  the  fare  was 
at  times  not  of  the  best.^^  The  less  fastidious  auxili- 
aries were  content  with  a  range  of  eatables  which  the 
soldiers  would  not  touch ;  human  meat  with  them  was 
a  honne-bouche  for  which  they  were  prepared  to  risk 
even  their  own  flesh.^^  Alvarado's  men  enjoyed  per- 
haps the  least  comfort,  for  they  had  moved  their  camp 
to  a  point  on  the  causeway,  leaving  the  auxiliaries  at 
Tlacopan,  together  with  the  slaves  and  tortilla-makers. 
Nor  were  their  barracks  properly  constructed,  so  that 
exposure  to  wind  and  rain  was  added  to  poor  fare 
and  miry  roads,  while  the  situation  of  the  camp  added 
to  danger  and  guard  duty. 

The  camp  had  been  formed  round  a  temple  square 
on  the  causeway,  quite  close  to  Mexico,  or  rather  to 
Tlatelulco,  for  Alvarado  had  tired  of  having  his  day's 
work  destroyed  every  night,  and  he  resolved  at  least 
to  protect  the  approach  to  the  suburb.  One  deep 
channel  yet  intervened,  beyond  which  the  camp  could 
not  well  be  moved,  but  a  large  force  was  stationed  to 
guard  it  at  night,  so  that  the  crossing  should  be  as- 

*^'No  ses  hai*tauan  de  pescado,  que  tuuierO  pocos  dios:  y  demas  de  la 
hambro  con  ^  pelcauan,  el  sol,  y  el  frio  no  lea  dio  pequeflo  trabajo.'  Herrerct, 
dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xix. 

"  'Soliti  sunt  hostes  in  pnclio  cadentes  Intra  suos  ventres  sepelire/  ezpIaiitB 
Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  viii.,  and  with  some  truth. 


rotwithstandiiig  these  rebuffs  Alvaratlo  persevered, 
tlie  Mexicans  resolved  to  take  advantage  of  his 
to  entrap  him.  Two  or  three  wide  channels  in- 
ened  between  the  end  of  the  causeway  and  the 
it  market,  and  the  first  of  these  was  now  the  point 
antentiouj  a  chasm  of  sixty  feet  in  width  and  over 
feet  in  depth.  By  great  effort  a  crossing  had 
J  been  formed  with  d<5bris.  This  the  Mexicans 
ermined  one  night  and  covered  a  part  with  a  false 
md.  In  the  morning  they  attacked  the  Spanish 
)Ost  with  great  demonstration,  but  retired  as  soon 
he  horsemen  charged.  Flushed  with  success,  the 
niards  followed  in  divided  parties,  and  one  of  fifty 
1  a  number  of  allies  pursued  across  the  chatineK 
sooner  were  they  over  than  the  boatmen  below 
!  away  the  support,  while  the  warriors  turned  witli 
rwhelming  force  upon  the  band.  Resistance  was 
ossiblo,  and  they  retreated  only  to  fall  into  the 
aing,  where  crews  were  at  hand  to  pounce  upon 
m.  Indescribable  confusion  ensued.  Thick  fell 
blows  off  the  despau'ing  mon^  as  they  sought  to 
t  back  the  triumphant  foe.  Bernal  I>iaz,  who  was 
)ng  the  number  trapped^  felt  himself  seized  by 
it  arms,  but  although  badly  wounded  he  managed 
ast  off  the  assailant  and  spring  to  the  bank^  where 
rell  exhausted.  Fortunately  Alvarado  came  up  at 
I  moment,  after  driving  back  a  division  in  another 
action,  and  so  startled  the  assailants  that  they  re- 
tted, though  with  four  captive  Spaniards,  one  or 
\  more  being  killed^  besides  a  horse  and  a  number 
Olies.^^ 

,  ^ho  were  eacrificed  in  n.  temple  of  Tiacuchcalco  ward,  *donde  agot* 
iglesia  dc  Santa  Ann.'  HkL  Conq.,  183,  cd.  1S40,  IS8-0.  One  repalie 
pktre  in  Coyonacazco  wajrd.  Torqufmfid^^  i.  ua>0-2.  Spanish  veneions  in- 
c  hq  Buch  3o0^5,  find  thty  may  probably  Mong  to  the  later  great  defeat. 
Such  ia  in  raain  tho  Tetsion  of  Eemal  Diazj  the  other  flocouBta  dL^r 
Jj.  This  author  statea  that  five  Span  tarda  were  captured,  neaily  all  the 
wounded,  and  two  rowers  hilled ^  for  the  brigau tines  in  setsking  to  aid  h&kd 
TIB  fast  on  etakea  and  exjKracd  to  atta/ck,  jitd  the  Mexicans  not  been  so 
bencd  by  tbe  horseniBn  the  loas  would  have  Ixjen  very  great.  Iliid.  Verdad,^ 
L  CorttSa  allows  three  or  four  captured.  CartaSf  2&}  Clavif/erOj  Storia 
.,  iii.  196.     Duran  plaoes  the  scene  where   roae  afterward   the  3«ii 


When  Cortds  heard  of  the  affair  he  came  over  to 
administer  a  reprimand,  but  on  learning  the  particu- 
lars he  could  not  withhold  his  admiration  for  the 
valiant  deeds  performed,  and  merely  exhorted  his 
lieutenant  to  be  more  cautious.  ^^  Great  was  the  ex- 
ultation of  the  Mexicans  over  their  success,  and 
tauntingly  they  hovered  round  the  camp,  imitating 
the  cries  of  the  entrapped  soldiers.  So  encouraged  did 
they  feel  as  to  make  several  determined  night  attacks 
on  the  different  camps  or  their  advance  posts.  Al- 
varado's  being  nearest  and  most  exposed  had  to  sus- 
tain quite  a  severe  fight,  losing  several  men  ^ 

Although  Alvarado  had  made  little .  advance  into 
the  city,  the  planting  of  his  camp  so  near  it  saved 
much  fighting  and  enabled  him  to  direct  daily  opera- 
tions almost  at  once  against  the  main  points.  In 
this  he  possessed  an  advantage  over  Cortds,  who  was 
compelled  daily  to  recapture  a  number  of  positions 
already  gained.  He  himself  remarks  on  this  loss  of 
time  and  work.  "Your  Majesty  may  blame  me  for 
retreating  instead  of  holding  what  is  gained,"  he 
writes,  but  guards  at  the  bridges,  which  must  be  large, 
would  be  so  harassed  as  to  unfit  them  for  the  next 
day's  work,  while  to  take  up  a  position  within  the 
city  would  draw  the  whole  of  the  large  population 
upon  them,  and  might  lead  to  the  cutting  off  of  com- 
munication and  supplies,  and  probably  to  a  repetition 
of  the  great  disaster  of  the  previous  year.  Such  a 
position  would  besides  render  it  possible  for  the  Mexi- 
cans to  obtain  supplies  from  the  mainland,  for  the 
Spanish  allies  could  not  be  relied  on  to  watch  them. 

Hip61ito  hermitage.  Hist,  Ind,,  MS.,  ii.  500.  But  for  Quauhtlizcatzm,  the 
prince  who  led  the  Tezcucan  auxiliaries,  all  the  Spaniards  would  have  been 
lost,  exclaims  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hor,  Crueldades,  36.  Herrera  assumes  that  the 
fault  lay  with  Alvarado  for  neglecting  to  fill  the  channel,  dec  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xx. 

"  *  No  solo  no  le  culpo,  mas  loole."  Gomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  203. 

^^  The  most  serious  attacks  took  place  on  June  24th  and  25th,  as  if  oracles 
had  impelled  the  Mexicans  to  seek  the  destruction  of  the  Spaniards  on  the 
anniversary  of  their  reentry  into  the  city  after  the  Alvsurado  massacre. 
The  Tlacopan  camp  lost  ten  soldiers  and  had  a  dozen  severely  wounded,  in- 
'•cluding  Alvarado.  Bemal  Dictz,  Hist.  Verdcul.y  142,  145. 


Cortos'  own  officers,  however,  could  not  fail  to  observe 
that  Alv'arado's  course  might  have  been  followed  with 
some  advantage.  They  began  to  tire  of  the  slow 
progress,  attended  as  it  was  with  so  much  fighting 
for  so  little  gain ;  so  much  exposure  to  alternate  rain 
and  heat;  so  njuch  discomfort  in  rude  camps  with 
poor  diet  and  want  of  proper  care  for  wounded  or 
sick  men.  This  was  represented  to  Cortes,  with  the 
request  that  a  general  storming  be  attempted  with  a 
view  to  abbreviate  the  siege.  He  represented  the 
danger  of  advancing  over  so  many  channels,  along 
streets  lined  with  houses,  against  hosts  of  determined 
w^arriorSj  with  the  prospect  of  being  caught  in  the  rear. 
Still  he  was  as  eager  as  any  one  to  end  the  siege,  and 
would  call  a  council  to  deliberate  on  the  matter.  The 
result  was  a  decided  majority  for  the  proposition  to 
attempt  the  capture  of  Tlatelulco  market  and  there 
establish  a  permanent  eamp.^® 

Since  Sandoval  will  not  be  able  to  render  efficient 
Ber\dco  on  his  route  for  an  attack  on  Tlatelulco,  he  is 
ordered  to  join  Alvarado  with  the  weightiest  part  of 
his  forces,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  movement 
to  entrap  the  Mexicans.  He  will  pretend  to  make  a 
general  evacuation  of  his  camp^  and  thus  allure  the 
foe  to  an  attack  on  the  baggage-train,  during  which 
the  ambuscaded  cavalry  can  inflict  a  lesson  which 
shall  also  serve  to  secure  the  camp  against  later  at- 
tack. Sandoval  sends  another  portion  of  his  forces 
to  Cort<5s,  who  has  more  points  to  cover,  and  receives 
instructions  to  attend  in  particular  to  the  capture  of 
the  channels  and  their  filling,  and  otherwise  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  more  impetuous  Alvarado. 

On  the  day  appointed^  the  brigantines  with  their 
flotillas  are  sent  early  to  aid  in  clearing  the  causeways 
and  approaches.     The  troops   find  little  trouble   in 

^*  Bcnifll  Diaz  aocka  to  convey  tho  idea  that  he  or  hia  camp  wer^  oppoBod 
to  tbo  attempt,  if/.,  14fi,  but  hsul  it  succeeded,  he  would  probably  in ve  de- 
ckrt'd  the  tnith,  that  CDtti^a  wfla  urged  on  all  sides  to  make  tho  effort,  aa 
st^itcil  in  Goifiarat  J  JUL  i/r^^,  2t>3,  Htrrrrat  dec»  liL  lib.  i.  cap.  x3C.,  and  Cor- 
f(Vj  i'artn^,  228-9,  Perhaps  the  general  maide  objections  chietly  to  cover  hi^ 
i^ponaibUity  in  f^aa  of  failure. 
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particularly  to  the  channels,  of  which  there  are  three  in 
that  causeway.  "They  are  filled,"  was  the  answer, 
made  without  a  thought  as  to  its  accuracy,  for  flushed 
with  the  success  of  the  advance,  soldiers  and  cavaliers 
alike  cast  prudence  to  the  winds,  and  disregarding 
common  ditches  bend  their  eyes  alone  upon  the  goal 
Immediately  after  comes  the  doleful  sound  of  the 
teponastli,  and  a  shrill  trumpet  blast,  the  alarm  signal 
of  Paynalton,  the  mythic  page  of  the  war-god.  Struck 
on  the  summit  of  Tlatelulco  temple,  the  sounds  float 
over  the  contestants,  sending  a  chill  into  the  heart  of 
the  Spaniards  and  allies  as  they  rush  onward  filled 
with  visions  of  success.  To  the  Mexicans,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  comes  as  a  magic  appeal  from  Huitzilo- 
pochtli,  stirring  their  spirit  with  fresh  energy:  a  re- 
sistless appeal  to  make  a  supreme  eflfort  for  imperilled 
home,  and  faith,  and  liberty.^ 

Cortes  also  hears  the  warning,  only  too  deeply 
impressed  since  that  Sorrowful  Night,  and  with 
anxious  heart  he  hastens  forward  to  see  how  matters 
stand.  His  anxiety  is  increased  as  the  jubilant  cries 
of  his  own  men  appear  to  change,  while  high  above 
them  rise  the  unmistakably  triumphant  shouts  of  the 
Aztecs.  Just  then  he  comes  to  one  of  the  cross- 
ings formed  by  his  party  at  a  channel  ten  to  twelve 
paces  wide,  and  over  ten  feet  deep.  It  seems  inse- 
cure, and  on  looking  he  finds  it  constructed  of  some 
loosely  thrown  pieces  of  wood  and  reed,  covered  with 
a  little  earth.  He  at  once  orders  the  auxiliaries  in 
his  following  to  rebuild  the  structure.  Scarcely  is 
the  order  uttered  before  he  sees  his  forces  coming 
down  the  causeway  in  disorderly  flight,  led  by 
the  allies.  Cortds  makes  frantic  efforts  to  stay  the 
current.  None  heed  him.  Fears  lend  wings  and 
drown  all  appeal.  On  come  the  pressing  throng,  on 
to  the  frail  bridge,  which  sinks  with  its  living  freight 
into  the  deep  water.  Still  onward  rush  the  mass  be- 
hind, impelled   by  their  mad   momentum,  tumbUng 

^* See  Naiivt  liac&tu  ii.  303 ;  iii,  293  et  acq. 
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Tlascaltec,  Temacatzin,  plants  himself  in  front  of  the 
leader,  half  prostrate  with  exhaustion  and  wounds, 
and  wards  off  the  blows  till  Antonio  de  Quinones, 
captain  of  the  guard,  manages  to  force  his  way  for- 
ward and  sustains  him,  followed  by  a  number  of  men 
whom  the  report  of  their  general's  danger  has  stirred 
to  fierceness.^  "Away  from  here,  your  worship,  and 
save  your  person,"  cries  the  captain,  "for  without  you 
all  wUl  be  lost  I"  Cortds  refuses,  "for  I  desired  rather 
death  than  life,"  he  writes;  but  finally  by  dint  of 
pleading  and  main  force  he  is  induced  slowly  to  re- 
tire, seeking  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  fleeing.  And 
well  it  was,  for  a  longer  stay  would  have  proved 
fatal.  But  for  the  eagerness  of  the  Mexicans  to  se- 
cure as  prisoner  so  magnificent  a  prize,  they  could 
easily  have  despatched  him.  Aztecs  made  it  a  point 
to  obtain  as  many  prisoners  as  possible,  particularly 
chiefs  and  nobles,  and  white  men,  who  ranked  even 
above  these,  in  order  to  do  honor  to  the  war-god. 
This  effort  was  prompted  by  a  deep  religious  obliga- 
tion as  well  as  by  warrior  spirit. 

Not  far  from  the  disastrous  channel  a  horse  was 

^The  claims  to  the  honor  of  rescuing  the  general  are  conflicting. 
Goinara,  followed  by  Herrera  and  Torquemada,  names  *  Francisco'  de  Olea. 
Bemal  Diaz,  who  states  that  this  soldier  slew  four  of  the  captains  holding 
Cort^,  lets  Lerma  dispose  of  the  remainder.  After  this  came  other  sol- 
diers and  Quinones.  Crist6bal  de  Olea  was  quite  young,  26  years  of  age,  a 
native  of  Medina  del  Campo,  muscular,  and  skilled  in  arms,  and  a  general 
favorite.  Bemal  Diaz  adds  other  particulars.  Hist.  Verdad.,  146,  246.  Ix- 
tlilxochitl,  on  the  other  hand^  claims  for  his  namesake  the  credit  of  having 
done  what  Spaniards  claim  for  Olea,  aided  by  his  Tezcucans,  who  kept  the 
enemy  at  bay.  This,  he  adds,  is  proved  by  a  painting  on  the  gate  of  the 
monastery  of  Santiago  Tlatelulco.  Hor,  CruekladeSy  38-9.  Herrera  briefly 
alludes  to  Ixtlibcochitl  as  coming  up  af tci*  Olea,  and  then  relates  with  some 
detail  that  at  the  same  time  came  the  Tlascaltec,  Tamaxautzin  he  calls  iiim, 
ti  iKiiivL*  uf  IlLiu>utlipan.  He  was  afterward  l>u|^hii/:i:Ll  iid  Antuuiijor  EiiuiisU, 
and  became  a  good  Christian,  the  first  native  to  receive  eictreme  unction, 
dec.  iii  lib.  i.  cap,  xx,  Totiqueinadaj  i.  5r>5,  copies,  but  calk  the  man 
Ttjamacfttzin.  Both  evidently  prefer  Tkacaltec  to  Tczcucan  records.  In 
fact,  IxtliLsochitl  adda  certain  incrediblti  particulara  about  the  prowess  of  his 
wounded  hero  in  pui-suing  the  Mexican  g^aieral  iuto  a  temple,  although  stich 
pursuit  could  not  liavo  tnJten  place  under  the  cirtumBtancea.  See  also  Dvran^ 
JlkL  hid.t  MB.,  u.  503,  and  Vamargo,  HiaL  Tlcur,,  130.  CoH^s  writes  that 
he  would  have  been  lost  but  for  QuiGones,  and  one  of  his  men  who  lost  hia 
life  to  save  him.  Carina,  233.  A  small  chapel  was  erected  in  the  convent 
de  la  C&ncepcion  to  commemorate  the  escape.  S^a  Stmvedra^  India  Ptregrim&i 
canto  20, 


TACTICS  OP  THE  BESIEGED 

brought,  upon  which  Cortes  was  mc 
wounded  in  the  leg.  Shortly  before,  h 
Crist6bal  de  Guzman,  a  great  favorite, 
with  a  charger  to  the  relief  of  his  mai 
surrounded  with  warriors  and  cut  dowi 
the  animal,^  while  another  rider  was  ot 
with  a  lance-thrust  in  the  throat.  Oi 
the  section  of  causeway  assigned  to  the 
animal  was  killed  and  a  third  nar: 
Finally  the  troops  reached  the  broader 
and  now  Cortes,  with  the  nine  horsei 
division,  was  able  to  take  a  firm  sta: 
enemy.  Checked  in  their  pursuit,  and 
their  charges  by  the  presence  of  the  bol 
and  lances,  they  flung  their  missiles  ai 
increased  energy.  Suddenly  two  or 
heads  were  cast  before  the  horsemen, 
"Tonatiuhl"  "Sandoval!"  The  meanii 
misunderstood,  and  as  the  Spaniards  ga 
and  disfigured  faces  a  sickening  fear  cr 
Could  it  be  that  these  beloved  lead< 
There  was  no  time  for  deliberation.  F 
party  now  comparatively  secure,  Cortes 
messengers  to  recall  the  other  divisions 
and  Tdpia. 

There  was  hardly  need  for  this  mess 
umphant  shouts  of  the  Mexicans  in 
troops  of  Cortds  and  the  increased  a 
own  had  already  warned  these  leade 
persevered,  although  their  men  manife 
couragement.  It  was  not  long,  howe\ 
or  three  mutilated,  bearded  heads  w€ 
them  with  the  cry,  "Malinche  is  dead 
and  all  their  men  have  fallen  I"  The  le 
farther  advance  was  useless,  especially  i 
icans  now  attacked  with  great  fury.  T^ 
their  men  in  good  order,  and  were  a 

**  Bemal  Diaz  assames  that  Guzman  rode  up  after  • 
and  fell  captive  into  Aztec  hands.  Hist.  Verdad,  147. 


064  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  SIEGE. 

when  the  order  of  recall  reached  them.  The  streets 
there  being  wider  and  easier,  and  the  channels  all 
filled,  they  found  no  trouble  in  rejoining  their  general 
Now  jointly  they  retreated  through  the  plaza  and 
down  the  Iztapalapan  road,  furiously  pursued  by  the 
warriors,  who  showed  themselves  more  reckless  than 
usual  on  seeing  their  prey  escape.  The  central  temple 
was  filling  with  a  vast  throng  to  watch  the  onslaught, 
and  on  the  summit  the  priests  were  already  burning 
incense  and  chanting  in  honor  of  victory,  while  the 
rabble  railed  at  the  humiliated  children  of  the  sun. 

Alvarado  had  meanwhile  advanced  along  the  road 
to  Tlatelulco  from  his  causeway,  leaving  Sandoval  to 
cooperate  along  the  flank  and  to  direct  the  movements 
of  the  brigantines  and  the  filling  of  the  channels.  The 
advance  was  fiercely  resisted  by  the  Mexicans  from 
roofs,  cross -lanes,  and  barricades,  and  hundreds  had 
been  severely  wounded,  chiefly  Tlascaltecs,  only  too 
many  fatally,  yet  he  persevered.  He  was  already 
near  the  market,  the  aim  of  all  efibrts,  when  the  drum 
and  trumpet  came  to  startle  his  men  and  to  encourage 
the  Mexicans  to  greater  resistance.  Progress  was 
now  almost  checked,  and  soon  came  the  cry,  "Malinche 
is  dead  I"  '^Sandoval  and  the  other  captains  are  dead  !'* 
"Behold  their  faces  I"  And  therewith  several  heads 
with  gory  beards  were  cast  before  them.  "This  shall 
be  vour  fatel" 

Alvarado's  men  were  white  with  dismay,  and  but 
for  the  intrepid  courage  of  their  leader  the  rout  of 
Cortes'  party  might  have  been  repeated.  Making  a 
bold  stand  with  his  Spaniards,  he  ordered  the  Tlascal- 
tecs to  fall  back  and  leave  the  retreat  open.  They 
needed  no  second  instructions  to  this  end,  for  the 
bleeding  heads  lent  wings  to  their  haste.  Then  grew 
the  onslaught  fiercer  than  ever,  far  the  retreat  of 
Cort(5s'  forces  enabled  a  larger  number  of  enemies  to 
turn  against  Alvarado  and  Sandoval.  The  latter  also 
received  his  cast  of  bloody  head^  with  a  new  string 
of  prominent  names,  all  ualeulated  to  inspire  terror. 
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after  charge  they  made  to  keep  back  the  advancing 
foej  through  the  shower  of  bhnding  missiles,  against 
the  Hne  of  bristling  lances,  amidst  the  whirling  swords 
and  clubsj  until  not  a  rider  but  felt  his  arm  droop  and 
his  body  grow  faint  with  loss  of  blood.  Sandoval 
himself  had  a  number  of  wounds.  ''For  God's  sake 
make  haste  and  retire/'  he  cried  to  his  foot-soldiers^ 
''or  we  shall  all  be  lost!" 

Finally  the  passage  ^vas  clear,  and  they  fell  back 
along  the  causeway,  still  fighting,  and  now  exposed  to 
the  canoe  sallies.  On  reacliing  his  quarters,  Alvarado 
turned  two  cannon  against  the  swarm  which  sought 
to  scale  the  camp,  and  this  with  the  fusillade  procured 
a  much  needed  respite-"  It  was  time,  for  the  in- 
creasing darkness  would  soon  have  added  fresh  dan- 
gel's  to  the  retreat.  Sandoval  had  already  hurried 
away  with  a  solitary  companion  to  seek  the  camp  of 
Cork^s  and  calm  his  fears.^  With  a  similar  object 
Andrds  do  Tdpia  had  been  sent  with  three  horsemen 
from  Fort  Xoluc  to  Alvarados  eamp^  where  he 
arrived  with  some  sears  from  marauding  stragglers. 
Not  wishing  to  discourage  the  soldiers,  he  reduced  the 
losses  of  his  party  to  quite  a  small  number,  and  made 
light  of  the  matter. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  had  retired,  but  from  the 
city  rose  their  shouts  of  triumph,  and  every  temple 
was  ablaze  with  fires  to  celebrate  the  victoryp  The 
summit  of  the  Tlatelulco  pyramid,  the  highest  of 
them  all,  was  the  scene  of  great  commotion,  and  soon 
the  sombre  notes  of  the  melancholy  drum  called  to  it 
attcntiouv  A  number  of  instruments  now  added  their 
discordant  notes,  in  clash  and  blast,  and  a  procession 

^  The  artillmsts  being  itll  disabled  or  dead,  Pedro  Motgilo  de  ModranO;, 
afteriTn^rd  a  aettler  at  Pueola,  took  their  plaoe.  Id. 

^  J^rcal  Diaz  writca  aa  if  Sautloval  gained  the  camp  at  an  early  honr, 
rode  over  to  Fort  Xoloq,  and  came  back  in  time  to  aid  in  Alvarado's  retreat. 
But  be  would  ncTcr  have  venturcti  to  Ifaive  hia  command  and  bis  comrade  in 
their  doji^^er;  nor  doe3  it  soem  likely  that  ho  could  liaro  ridden  the  long  dia- 
taijce  to  Xoloc  and  Ijack  in  time  to  join  in  Alvanulo's  conflict,  ei'en  if  Cort^* 
defeat  took  place  before  Mnida  mayor,'  as  bo  a^^umes,  Ili^.  Verda^L^  14^8, 
This  author  ia  hero  very  confused ♦  aaaumlug,  for  mstanco,  tbat  Sandoval  woa 
fighting  from  hia  own  camp  instead  of  uoopi^rating  near  Atvarado. 


SANDOVAL^S  REBUKE.  659 

When  Sandoval  reached  Camp  Xoloc  and  learned 
the  news  he  burst  fo^th,  "Senor  Capitan,  what  is  this? 
Where  are  the  fine  counsels  and  warlike  skill  which  you 
are  wont  to  exhibit?"  With  tears  springing  to  his  eyes, 
Cortds  replied:  "Sandoval,  my  son,  my  sins  I  admit, 
but  I  am  not  so  guilty  in  this  matter  as  I  appear. 
The  oflScer  whom  I  charged  to  fill  the  channel  failed 
to  obey."  He  further  intimated  that  Alvarado  might 
be  led  by  his  daring  into  difficulties,  and  bade  Sando- 
val watch  carefully  over  the  safety  of  the  western  and 
northern  camps,  particularly  for  the  present,  while 
Cortds  was  restrained  by  his  wounds.^    The  injunction 

those  who  fell.  Vetancurt  divides  the  jSgures  into  40  captives  and  20  dead, 
TecUro  Mex.j-pt.  iii.  162,  and  Clavigero  also  includes  dead  and  captive  in  that 
number,  while  raising  the  dead  uorses  to  7.  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  212.  Solis 
writes  that  over  40  Spaniards  were  carried  off  alive,  and  that  Alvarado  and 
Sandoval  lost  20.  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  410.  Bemal  Diaz  acknowledges  only  a 
third  of  such  loss  between  these  two  captains.  Oomara  gives  40  captives, 
several  killed,  3  or  4  horses  lost,  and  over  30  wounded,  nist.  Afex. ,  205-6. 
Ixtlilxochitl  raises  the  allied  loss  to  over  2000.  Hor,  Crueldades.  37-9. 
Fifty- three  Spaniards,  says  Sahagun,  Hist.  Coiiq.y  102.  In  the  c^dula  of 
March  7, 1525,  granting  a  coat-of-arms  to  Cortes,  60  are  mentioned,  but  in  his 
letter  to  the  sovereign  the  general  acknowledges  only  35  to  40  and  over  1000 
allies.  Herrera  and  Torquemada  adopt  these  ngures.  Ovicdo,  iii.  516,  lowers 
the  number  to  30.  Duran,  who  confounds  the  late  repulse  of  Alvarado  with 
the  Sorrowful  Night  and  this  defeat,  allows  4  banners  to  be  captured.  Hist. 
Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  501-4,  508. 

^-^  Bemal  Diaz  gives  this  conversation  with  some  detail,  and  names 
Treasurer  Alderete  as  the  guilty  officer  who  neglected  to  till  the  channel,  in- 
timating that  Cort^  had  been  heedlessly  allured  onward  by  the  Mexicans, 
leaving  Alderete  to  attend  to  the  filling.  He  even  allows  tlie  treasurer  to 
retort  to  the  charge,  in  Sandoval's  presence,  that  Cortes'  eagerness  had  been 
the  cause  of  the  neglect.  This  is  probably  an  invented  account,  based  on 
Gomara's  statement  that  the  *  treasurer,*  no  name  being  given,  neglected  to 
fill  a  channel  on  his  route.  Informed  of  this,  Cortes  hastened  thither  to 
remedy  the  fault,  only  to  meet  the  fleeing.  Herrera  adopts  this  version,  as  do 
most  writers,  including  Prescott ;  but  it  is  evidently  wrong,  for  Cortes  writes 
clearly  that  the  misfortune  occurred  on  his  own  route,  some  distance  above 
its  junction  with  the  Tlacopan  road,  to  which  they  soon  retreated.  On  reach- 
ing this  road  he  sent  to  recall  the  *  treasurer  and  comptroller,'  who  were 
leading  their  division  victoriously  at  the  farther  end  of  it.  Owing  to  tlieir 
care  in  filling  channels  *  they  received  no  injury  in  retreating.'  Cartas,  233-4. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  about  tliis  statement,  since  Cortes  would  have  been 
only  too  glad  to  cast  the  blame  on  any  other  division  than  his  own.  Ue  does 
not  even  claim  to  have  been  at  the  iront,  but  in  the  rear,  and  near  the  spot 
where  the  neglect  occurred.  The  only  question  then  is,  who  was  the  guilty 
officer?  The  *  treasurer'  commanded  the  centre  division,  and  although  there 
were  several  treasurers,  the  royal,  late  and  new,  and  he  who  acted  for  the 
army,  yet  the  new  royal  treasurer  is  undoubtedly  meant,  and  this  appears 
to  have  been  Alderete,  according  to  the  statement  of  several  authorities. 
Hence  the  accusation  against  Alderete  must  be  wrong ;  anything  besides  this 
must  be  conjecture. 


THE  DIVIN 

upon  the  Mexicans  a 
women  of  less  valor  did 
of  mercy,  to  tend  and  c 
named  Isabel  de  Rodri 
tion  in  curing  wounds, 
her  holy  invocation,  foi 
invariably  uttered  the  i 
father,  the  son,  and  th 
may  he  cure  and  restore 

Cortds  found  it  abs 
operations  in  order  to 
tion  of  his  men,  althc 
farther  than  the  last  a 
which  was  strongly  fori 
the  Tlatelulco  side  the 
from  the  causeway  hac 
No  serious  eflfort  was  t 
the  movements  were  ei 
dence  possible. 

For  this  caution  sevi 
momentous  consequence 
exultation  the  Mexicai 
the  oracular  utterance 
Spaniards  would  be  da 
would  also  perish.^  Ca 
proclamation  should  be 
with  the  intent  of  disL 
curing  their  desertion.    ' 

**  Similar  wonaen  of  courage  we 
Beatriz  de  Escobar,  Juana  Martin 
lib.  ii.  cap.  i. 

'^  Oil  was  the  chief  remedy.  1 
of  a  soldier  named  Juan  Catalan 
cross  and  psalm -singing.  The  T 
attentions.  'Y  yerdaderamente 
lesn  Christo  era  servidQ  de  dan 
twenty  of  Alvarado's  men  were  fn 
142.  Solis  allows  this  wonderful  1 
Hist.  Mex.y  ii.  412.  But  then  he 
as  a  feeble  and  adorinff  supplicant 

•' '  Que  de  ai  a  ocno  (uas  no  i 
porque  assi  le  lo  auian  prometidc 
Hist.   Verdad.,  149. 


after  the  late  victory  Qu 
to  these  and  other  provi: 
ing  heads  or  flayed  skins 
other  tokens,  wherewith 
more  than  half  of  the  w 
that  the  remainder  woul 
the  oracle.  It  behoove 
at  once  whether  they  w 
spoils,  or  be  forever  ex( 
hands  of  victorious  Mex 
frightened  into  severing 
vaders,  secretly  or  openl 
Uke  Malinalco  hastened  i 

To  detach  troops  und 
agreeable,  and  many  ofli< 
sidered  that  it  would  be  f 
prestige  and  prospects  tc 
ments  by  a  passive  dei 
necessary  than  ever,"  Ik 
and  spirit,  so  as  to  hi 
friends  and  foes."  And 
despatched  with  ten  hoi 
with  a  considerable  forc( 
the  many  remonstrance 
was  instructed  to  retu 
found  the  enemy  awaiti 
hamlet  not  far  from  Ma 
to  attack,  assisted  by  tht 
being  level,  the  horses 
the  hostile  army  was  pr< 
nalco.  This  place  was  i 
well  supplied  with  wate 
useless  to  attempt  an  as 
so  short  a  term  had  beei 
ingly  returned. 

••Forty  thousand,  says  Ixtlilxc 
and  other  towns  subject  to  Tezcucc 
mention  no  auxiliaries  from  the  cai 


The  complaint  from  Quauhnahuac  was  followed  by 
a  deeper  wail  from  Toluca  and  adjoining  Otoml  settle- 
ments in  the  mountain  region  west  of  the  lake.  The 
Matlalzincas,  devoted  adherents  of  Quauhtemotzin, 
had  been  induced  to  openly  declare  for  him  and  to 
invade  their  districts,  preparatory  to  advancing  against 
the  Spaniards.  This  intention  had  been  already  vaunt- 
ingly  proclaimed  by  the  Aztecs,  and  since  the  Matlalt- 
zincas  were  both  powerful  and  warlike,  the  necessity 
for  prompt  measures  became  even  more  apparent  in 
this  case.  The  tried  Sandoval  was  intrusted  with  the 
expedition,  composed  of  eighteen  cavalry,  one  hundred 
infantry,  and  a  large  force  of  allies  chiefly  Otomis, 
which  soon  grew  to  about  seventy  thousand.  After 
a  quick  march  he  came  to  the  smoking  ruins  of  some 
settlements  and  startled  into  flight  a  band  of  maraud- 
ers, who  left  behind  them  a  quantity  of  plunder  and 
provisions,  including  some  tender  children  still  roast- 
ing on  the  spit.  He  pursued  the  raiders,  and  after 
crossing  a  river^  came  upon  a  larger  force,  which 
turned  as  he  approached,  to  seek  safety  within  the 
town  of  Matlaltzinco,  over  two  leagues  distant.  The 
cavalry  made  terrible  havoc  among  them,  and  the  in- 
fantry following  in  their  wake,  killed  more  than  two 
thousand.  Those  who  escaped  made  a  stand  at  the 
town  to  cover  the  conveyance  of  families  and  efiects  to 
a  fortified  hill  close  by.  This  was  pretty  well  accom- 
plished before  the  infantry  came  up  to  assist  in  cap- 
turing the  town.  The  defenders  now  fled,  and  the 
place  was  entered  and  burned,  after  being  rifled  of 
what  remained  to  take.  Since  it  was  late,  the  assault 
on  the  hill  was  deferred  till  the  morning.  There  the 
natives  maintained  a  loud  uproar  until  some  time  after 
midnight,  when  all  became  quiet.  With  early  dawn 
the  Spaniards  prepared  to  storm  the  hill  only  to  learn 
that  it  had  been  abandoned.  A  number  of  people 
were  seen  in  the  field,  however,  and  eagerly  the  sol- 
diers revived  the  fading  expectation  for  a  fray.     In  a 

*^  The  Ghicuhnauhtla.  Ixtlilxochitl  calls  it. 
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twinkling  they  were  among  the  rabble,  and  a  number 
were  slain  before  the  explanation  gained  ears  that 
these  people  belonged  to  the  friendly  Otomls.  San- 
doval now  advanced  on  another  fortified  town,  whose 
cacique  threw  open  the  gates  on  beholding  the  hosts 
before  him,  and  not  only  oflfered  his  own  submission, 
but  promised  to  eflfect  the  submission  of  the  allied 
caciques  and  those  of  Malinalco  and  Cohuixco.  Re- 
gardless of  the  insinuations  of  the  Otomis  that  such 
promises  could  not  be  relied  on,  Sandoval  returned  to 
Mexico,  and  four  days  later  appeared  there  the 
caciques  of  all  these  provinces  to  tender  allegiance 
and  aid  for  the  siege/^ 

Meanwhile  the  portentous  eighth  day  had  dawned 
on  the  Spanish  camps.  Hardly  less  concerned  than 
the  natives,  the  soldiers  could  not  control  their  trepi- 
dation as  they  thought  of  the  oracle,  although  striving 
to  appear  indifferent.  Nor  were  they  without  tangible 
reasons  for  their  fears.  With  a  daily  growing  deser- 
tion among  the  much  needed  allies,  and  fading  enthu- 
siasm among  those  who  remained;  with  supplies  greatly 
reduced  owing  to  the  neutral  attitude  assumed  by  sur- 
rounding districts;  with  fresh  wars  upon  their  hands, 
which  demanded  not  only  more  hardships  but  a  di- 
vision of  their  weakened  forces;  with  constant  vigils 
and  alarms  amid  the  harassing  attacks  of  a  triumphant 
foe ;  with  a  large  number  of  wounded  deprived  of  need- 
ful care  and  comforts,  and  above  all  the  ghastly  spec- 
tacle of  a  daily  sacrifice  of  late  comrades,  attended  by 
wild  and  imposing  celebrations — with  all  this  gloom 
and  distress  it  required  stout  hearts  indeed  to  remain 
steadfast.  Yet  they  were  firm;  they  believed  in  the 
strength  and  justice  of  their  cause,  and  in  their  ulti- 
mate triumph,  though  momentarily  dismayed,  prayer 

*^  *  Y  ellos  le  siruieron  muy  bie  en  el  cerco.*  Gomura,  Hist.  Mex.^  207. 
Ixtlilxochitl  claims  of  course  that  his  Tezcucans  formed  the  chief  auxiliaries 
of  Sandoval.  Bemal  Diaz  wrongly  gives  Tdpia  this  expedition,  which  Cort^ 
intimates  to  have  been  sent  about  three  days  after  the  return  of  the  Quauh- 
nahuac  party.  Carids,  237. 
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afforded  them  relief.     It  dissipated  fear  and  infused 
fresh  courage. 

Thus  passed  the  day,  amidst  fear  and  hope,  and  the 
Spaniards  still  existed.  The  Mexicans  do  not  appear 
to  have  made  any  special  effort  to  support  the  oracle 
by  a  determined  attack.  Nor  had  they  been  able  to 
open  any  effective  communication  with  the  mainland; 
for  although  the  lake  towns  had  withdrawn  their 
canoe  fleet,  they  offered  no  aid  to  the  besieged,  while 
the  brigantines  maintained  too  strict  a  guard  to  per- 
mit many  boats  to  gain  the  capital  with  suppUes. 

The  ninth  day  came,  and  now  it  was  the  turn  of  the 
Spaniards  to  exult,  for  not  only  did  they  feel  inspired 
with  the  belief  that  providence  was  protecting  them — 
and  nobly  the  friars  helped  Cortds  to  impart  that 
stirring  idea — but  they  were  cheered  with  revived 
animation  among  the  allies  and  the  early  return  of 
most  of  the  deserters.  From  Tezcuco,  indeed,  came 
additional  troops  under  the  command  of  some  Span- 
iards there  stationed.*^  Cortds  greeted  the  returning 
corps  with  rather  cold  forgiveness.  He  showed  them 
that  besides  carrying  on  the  siege  without  their  aid 
he  had  undertaken  victorious  campaigns,  and  needed 
not  their  assistance.  Nevertheless,  since  they  had 
served  so  zealously  before,  he  would  not  only  over- 
look the  grave  crime  of  desertion,  due  partly  to  igno- 
rance of  Spanish  laws,  but  let  them  again  share  in 
the  final  reduction  of  the  city,  and  thus  gain  both 
reveuge  and  riches.  Cortes  could  adopt  no  other 
course,  for  the  siege  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
the  allies. 

Under  Spanish  training  the  latter  had  besides  grown 
very  eflScient,  as  the  following  instance  will  illustrate: 
No  sooner  had  the  eight  portentous  days  passed  by 
than  Chichimecatl,  the  leading  Tlascaltec  captain 
servint^r  under  Alvarado,  disgusted  with  the  idle  fears 
whicli  iiad  unmanned  his  people,  and  eager  to  retrieve 

*^Ffl.rfau  aad  Vilbreiil  cnmc,  says  Btiimal  Diaz,  and  Tbcsapftiieo%  cii^nqtta 
of  Topeyanco,  led  tlio  leturniug  TlnsualtecB.  HUL  Vtrdad.^  lai. 
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them  in  the  eyes  of  the  Spaniards,  r^ 
both  them  and  the  Aztecs  what  he  c 
the  aid  of  the  soldiers  the  first  fortiii 
captured,  and  the  chief  advanced  int 
his  own  people  only,  the  flower  of  hii 
leaving  several  hundred  archers  near 
keep  the  route  clear  for  retreat.  W 
columns  he  advanced  along  the  main 
tured  the  next  canal  passage  after  a 
Then  he  passed  onward  to  the  next 
sharp  contest  all  the  day.  Finally  cai 
returning,  and  the  Aztecs  bore  dowi 
fury  on  his  flank  and  rear.  The  r( 
formed  in  good  order,  partly  owing  t 
of  leaving  a  rear  body;  and  Chichimc 
a  lauded  hero.*^ 

Messengers  had  been  sent  to  the 
wide  to  encourage  them  with  the  news 
filment  of  the  oracle.  Ojeda  and  M 
person  to  Tlascala,  partly  also  with  th 
curing  certain  supplies.  They  left  A 
at  midnight  with  only  a  few  natives,  a 
half-way  to  Tepeyacac  they  perceived 
descending  from  the  hills  with  heavy 
they  deposited  in  a  number  of  canoei 
was  at  once  sent  to  Alvarado,  who  ] 
along  the  shore  to  check  this  smug 
evidently  escaped  the  cruisers.**  Oje 
ceeded  to  Tlascala  and  brought  a  large 
ions.**  In  addition  to  this  the  campi 
by  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  recruits  wi 
of  war  material,  chiefly  powder  and  cr 

^Cort^  leaves  the  impression  that  this  incident  1 
days  when  the  Spaniards  were  making  desultory  entri 
since  he  does  not  speak  of  the  oracle  or  the  defection  tl 
Torquemada,  i.  557,  intimates  that  Ohichimecatl  served 
this  is  wrong. 

**  Ojeda  magnifies  the  train  of  men  to  4000  and  the  cai 
dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xxii. 

^  Fifteen  hundred  loads  maize,  1000  loads  fowl,  300 
other  effects,  including  Xicotencatl's  confiscated  proper 
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of  Ponce  de  Leon's  Florida  expedition.**  The  war 
stores  were  particularly  valuable;  so  low  had  run  the 
actual  stock  that  Cortds  was  preparing  more  Chi- 
nantcc  pikes  to  cover  the  deficiency  in  weapons. 

Everything  was  again  ready  for  a  serious  revival  of 
hostilities.  Over  six  weeks  had  passed  since  the  siege 
began,  and  the  end  seemed  little  nearer  than  before. 
On  the  day  of  the  defeat  three  fourths  of  the  city 
might  be  said  to  have  been  reduced;  but  nearly  all 
this  advantage  had  been  lost,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
narrow  streets,  encompassed  by  houses  which  served 
both  for  attack  and  retreat,  and  the  numerous  traps  in 
the  form  of  canals  and  channels.  So  long  as  these 
obstacles  remained  the  progress  must  not  only  be 
slow,  ever  slower  as  advance  was  made,  but  the  troops 
would  be  constantly  exposed  to  fresh  disaster.  One 
more  defeat  might  ruin  all,  and  Cortds  resolved  to 
avoid  risks.  He  would  tear  down  every  building  as 
ho  advanced  on  both  sides  of  the  streets,  and  fill  up 
every  channel;  "not  take  one  step  in  advance  without 
leaving  all  desolated  behind,  and  convert  water  into 
firm  land,  regardless  of  the  delay."  So  writes  the 
general,  and  yet  he  expresses  regret  for  this  destruc- 
tion of  the  city,  "the  most  beautiful  in  the  world. "*^ 
In  pursuance  of  this  plan  he  asked  the  allied  chiefs  to 
summon  additional  forces  of  laborers  with  the  neces- 
sary implements.  They  eagerly  consented,  and  within 
a  few  days  the  men  stood  prepared. 

*^  Herrera  intimates  that  the  material  may  have  been  a  consignment  to 
Leon,  for  which  the  disappointed  owner  sought  a  market.  A  vessel  of  Aillon's 
fleet,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  JJist.  VerdacL,  153. 

^'  Some  time  before  he  had  expressed  the  same  intention,  and  the  fear  that 
little  or  no  treasure  would  be  recovered.  Cartas^  222,  241.  Ixtlilxochitl 
claims  that  his  namesake  provided  100,000  men  for  the  task,  Ilor,  Crueldades^ 
42,  and  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  this  prince  proposed  purely  a  strict  blockade 
as  ft  safe  and  sure  plan.  Ilisl.  Verdad.,  150.  The  result  proves  that  this 
would  have  becu  the  bt^Kt  and  aa  sptietly  03  tbo  one  odoptPU,  wliile  the  city 
would  have  bei^u  saved  from  destruction.  TJmt  the  plan  was  ever  seriously 
suggosted  among  tliis  impatient  crew  \a  alikmed  by  po  other  anthoril^* 
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JlTLY-Ai: 

The  Destroyers  Advance— Fier 
Situation  of  the  Mexicsans- 
MENTs  OF  Alvarado — The  Eai 
of  the  Aztecs  Unbearable—! 
Children — The  Tender- heai 
Work— Capture  of  the  Empei 
quets  and  thanksgivings— 1 
Homes — ^Reflections. 

With  a  force  of  over  < 
sand  men  the  Spaniards  ] 
large  proportion  destined 
channels,  and  remove  obst 
drive  back  the  enemy  and 
channel  near  the  plaza  i 
forces  for  an  hour  with  a 
gain  time  for  some  operat 
began  to  ply  their  missil 
accept  the  challenge,  and 
lessness  that  caused  his  fo 
him  for  exposing  so  valua! 
however,  of  so  encouragii 
the  channel  with  its  intr< 
tured.     On  reaching  the 
with  loose  stones,  which 
running.     Several  streets 
with  stone  barricades.    T 
was  directed   toward  ope 
plaza,  which  was  to  serv 


!nt  movements.  The  work  was  slow,  owing 
aassive  character  of  the  buildings  along  the 
Lvenue,  and  in  this  imperial  centre  of  the  city; 
iads  swarmed  thereat,  and  structure  after 
5  was  levelled,  opening  wide  access  to  the 

causeway. 

lexicans  made  repeated  efforts  to  stay  such 
destruction.  But  their  onslaught  was  futile, 
dering  cannon  and  fiery  chargers  protected 
)int.  "  Burn  and  raze,  you  slaves,"  they 
:o  the  auxiliaries  in  their  impotent  fury;  "you 
i  to  rebuild  it  all,  either  for  us  if  we  win,  or 
present  masters  if  they  conquer !"  And  so  it 
1.  With  dreary  tasks  did  they  pay  for  the 
Ty  triumph  over  their  enemy.  During  the 
ral  of  the  troops  to  camp  in  the  evening  the 
3  were  able  to  make  a  forcible  demonstration, 
han  usual  on  these  occasions,  if  we  may  credit 
.^e  records.  They  pushed  in  front  of  their 
ne- looking  Spanish  cross-bowman,  reserved 

late  captives,  and  sought  to  make  him  direct 
7S  against  his  countrymen.  This  he  refused 
ays  shooting  too  high,  and  finally  the  enraged 
ut  him  down.  His  presence  naturally  inter- 
h  the  free  operations  of  the  soldiers,  as  the 
id  expected. 
3  following  days  Cortes  ascended  the  com- 

temple  pyramid  in  the  plaza,  and  thence 
more   effectively  the  operations   for  razing 

and  driving  back  the  Mexicans,  who  fought 
)eration  for  every  foot  of  ground,  so  much  so 
ne  day  alone  fell  twenty  thousand  it  is  said. 

occasion  a  corps  of  Tlascaltecs  crossed  a 
1  were  thrown  into  disorder  by  the  enemy. 
CCS  began  to  exult,  and  one  of  their  num- 
II scalar  warrior  with   enormous  bejewelled 

armed  with  a  Spanish  sword  and  shield^ 
L  challenge  to  any  Spaniard,  Several  were 
loiitif  tlioiii  Hernando  de  Osma,  who  had  iust 


forty.  Thirty  of  these  were  posted  early  in  the  day 
in  a  hiding-place  near  the  plaza,  and  dose  by  a  hun- 
dred select  soldiers  and  a  corps  of  Tlascaltecs,  Wlien 
the  hour  came  to  return  to  camp,  the  Mexicans^  as 
expected,  fell  upon  the  retreating  lines  in  stronger 
force  than  ever^  encouraged  by  the  achievement  of 
the  previous  evening  and  by  the  pretended  timidity 
of  the  ten  horsemen  who  covered  the  rear.  When 
the  fii'st  columns  of  pursuers  had  well  passed  the 
hiding-place,  the  signal  was  given,  and  with  ringing 
Santiagos  the  parties  in  ambush  rushed  upon  the 
startled  wari'iors.  Finding  their  retreat  cut  off,  the 
severed  section  lost  presence  of  mind,  and  permitted 
ihemselves  to  be  butchered  like  cattle.  When  the 
massacre  was  over,  fully  five  hundred  of  the  flower  of 
the  Aztec  armies  covered  the  ground/  Never  again 
were  the  Spaniards  exposed  to  pursuit  near  or  beyond 
the  plaza,  or  indeed  to  any  such  fierce  charges,  and 
the  horses  became  again  an  object  of  awe.* 

The  captives  were  questioned  regarding  the  condi- 
tion of  the  city,  and  from  them  a  revelation  wbe 
obtained  showing  that  the  majority  of  the  occupants 
were  in  favor  of  capitulation,  but  afraid  to  express 
their  views  in  face  of  the  firmness  of  Quauhtemotzin 
and  his  party,  who  were  resolved  to  defend  their  city 
to  the  end.  And  there  was  still  enthusiasm  among 
the  Mexican  people.  Women  and  cripples  could  be 
scon  preparing  and  bringing  war  material  for  stronger 
aims  to  use;  they  swept  dust  from  the  j^oofs  into  the 
faces  of  assailants,  while  childrcn  threw  tioy  stroues 
and  lisped  an  echo  of  the  curse  that  fell  from  the  lips 

'  ^ToJoa  loa  tnaa  priuci] wiles  y  csforzados  7  vaJienteg/  Vor^s^  Carias,  244. 
Anil  2tKX)  captiv^es.  IrtJUxochi/f^  Hor.  I'ruehkuU^t  43.  'Tuuicrou  blen  q  conBX 
nqvicUa^iJocbc  I08  Inilloa  uu«atru«  amigoa/  obsen^ea  Gomani,  tmctuoualy,  Hid, 
JIf-j\,  209,  Eemal  Diaz,  who  claims  to  have  been  (iraong  the  100  Belect,  in* 
tmiiitca  iJiat  AlvaraUo  also  formed  im  ambuscade  Umt  day,  tbougb  lea* 
effective,  J/itt.  VrrdaLt  133-4.  Iii  nishing  from  tbo  Mdiiig-place,  say» 
Ckirt^3»  two  horaes  colbdofl,  one  of  them  tltrowiiig  its  rider  and  cbargiiig 
aloDC  amid  the  foe.  After  receiving  aevcral  woutids  it  sought  refuge  among 
the  Boliliera  and  was  conducted  to  camp,  where  it  died. 

'  *  Fu^i  bieu  priucipal  canaa  para  quo  la  ciudad  mas  presto  se  ganaae/ 
Corid^y  Cartas,  2^,  but  tlu^  mu^t  be  regarded  aa  an  exa^emkted  eati^te. 
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were  looked  on  with  indifference  by  the  gaunt  and 
hollow-eyed,  who  were  themselves  marked  for  death. 

Regardless  of  the  consequences,  many  crept  at 
night  close  to  the  Spanish  camps  in  search  of  roots 
and  refuse  which  could  no  longer  be  found  within 
their  precincts.  Advised  of  such  movements,  a  body 
of  soldiers  and  allies' was  sent  out  before  sunrise  one 
day  and  fell  on  a  large  number,  slaughtering  many  of 
them  before  discovering  them  to  be  starving  women 
and  children.®  It  was  necessary  to  take  increased 
measures  even  against  these  surreptitious  attempts  to 
sustain  the  defence,  and  to  keep  in  the  useless  popula- 
tion, though  there  was  little  prospect  of  any  important 
exodus,  since  the  fear  of  the  savage  and  cannibal 
auxiliaries  who  surrounded  the  city  made  its  very 
pest-holes  appear  attractive  places  of  refuge.  The 
vessels  were  particularly  eflScient  for  this  purpose,  the 
more  so  since  the  crews  had  found  a  ready  means  to 
render  the  submerged  stakes  and  palisades  of  little 
hindrance/  They  were  thus  enabled  to  ravage  the 
suburbs  J  and  to  cooperate  with  the  other  forces  by 
landing  and  driving  the  inhabitants  toward  the 
narrow  quarter  in  which  they  were  now  confined- 
They  had  not  always  an  easy  task,  however,  for 
the  Mexicans  were  growing  more  reckless,  and 
would  sometimes  venture  to  meet  even  the  'winged 
houses.' 

On  one  occasion  a  portion  of  the  fleet  was  closely 
beset  in  a  confined  place,  and  the  flag-ship  happening 
to  strand  on  some  timbers  the  crow  became  panic- 
stricken  and  sought  to  abandon  her.  Martin  Lopez, 
the  builder,  who  was  the  chief  pilot,  at  once  turned 
against  the  deserters,  and  being  a  large  and  powerful 
man  he  pitched  two  into  the  w^ater,  beat  and  bruised 
half  a  dozen  others,  and  soon  compelled  their  return 
to  duty.     He  thereupon  led  them  against  the  enemy 

*  About  1000  MTOTQ  killed,  say  a  Ixtlil^tochitl,  Ilor.  CriLoldadeSj  44 ;  but  Cort^ 
puta  tliB  killed  aad  captured  at  moro  than  800.  Cartas,  245, 

'  'Os^uan  nue^tro3  vt^rgnn tines  romper  Lis  eBtnca<I^. .  ^remaufln  ooa  graa 
iucr^a  y. .  .a  todaa  veins. '  Berttal  Diaz,  Uiet.  Verdad.,  150* 
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and  drove  them  off,  killing  the  leac 
prominent  officer.  For  this  import 
brave  Lopez  was  rewarded  with  a  cap 

Cortes  made  quite  rapid  advance 
demolition,  considering  the   immensi 
Tlacopan  road  had  been  levelled,  rend 
cation  easy  with  the  camp  of  Alvarado 
of  Santiago's  day®  the  greater  part  of 
to  the  market  was  gained.     This  the 
afterward  the  name  of  Guatemotzin/® ' 
peror  s  palace  was  here  situated.     St 
its  capture  was  not  effected  without  a 
wherein  many  a  brave  fellow  met  hi 
the  fight  Alderete's  horse  became  unn 
a  thrust,  and  rushed  amid  the  enem 
creating  more  disorder  by  his  pawing 
a  squad  of  soldiers  could  have  done." 

Equally  severe  was  the  struggle  o 
days  in  entering  and  filling  a  strec 
canal,  adjoining  the  main  road.  At 
was  taken  a  temple,^^  wherein  a  nun 
bearded  heads  stared  the  horrified  S 
face.    Tears  filled  the  eyes  of  the  beh 

*  *  De  la  Capitana,  que  61  havia  salvado/  says  Herrei 
the  captain  Villafuerte  abandoned  her;  but  this  hardl; 
later  statements  that  Villafuerte  remained  in  charge 
lib.  i.  cap.  xxL;  lib.  ii.  cap.  viii.    The  slain  leader  is 

general  of  Quauhtemotzin,  and  his  death  *fae  causa,  qu 
b  Ciudad,'  Torqwmaddy  i.  558,  all  of  which  is  doubtfi 
to  that  of  Lopez  was  accorded  on  another  occasion  to  a 
Nufiez,  who  after  the  captain  had  abandoned  his  vesse! 
of  two  consorts.  When  the  commander  came  to  resui 
fused  to  admit  him,  saying  that  he  had  forfeited  it. 
Cort^  sustained  the  brave  fellow  and  ffave  him  th 
capacity  he  rendered  important  service,  lierrtra^  dec.  i 

•July  25th,  according  to  Clavigero,  while  Torquema 
it  August  5th. 

*OThe  Spanish  corruption  of  Quauhtemotzin.  *La 
de  Tlatelulco  q®  se  llama  de  Guatimosa.*  Lihro  de  Cabi 

^^Herrera  names  Ma^llanes  as  one  of  those  who 
onslaught  of  a  chief,  but  his  death  was  avenged  by  Die^ 
marksman,  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xx.  On  this  occasion 
that  his  namesake  captured  his  brother,  the  usurper  kii 
rendering  him  to  Cortes,  he  was  at  once  secured  with  shac 
42-3.  *I)e  manera  que  de  cuatro  partes  de  la  ciudad,  '. 
nosotros.'  CorUs,  Cartas^  24C. 

"At  the  comer  of  the  street  leading  to  Sandoval's  q 
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erently  the  ghastly  remains  were  taken  down  to  re- 
ceive Christian  rites,^^ 

The  progress  of  Cortes*  party  in  the  direction  of 
Tlatelulco  market,  the  ohjective  point  of  all  the 
movements,  had  impelled  Alvarado  to  almost  super- 
human efforts  to  gain  before  them  a  spot  lying  much 
nearer  to  his  camp.  Once  within,  he  hoped  to  keep 
his  gromidj  for  it  was  large  and  level ,  twice  the  size 
of  the  market-place  in  Salamanca,  says  Cortds,  and 
capable  of  accommodating  sixty  thousand  persons.  It 
was  lined  with  porticos,  wherein  more  substantial 
traders  had  their  shops,  while  the  open  square  was 
covered  with  booths,  between  which  the  Spaniards 
had  m  often  wandered  to  gaz;e  on  products  of  every 
variety,  from  field  and  forest,  from  river  and  momitain, 
as  well  as  from  the  workshop  of  artisan  and  artist^* 
Thus  it  was  formerly;  but  now  were  to  be  displayed 
only  the  worst  phases  of  human  selfishness,  cunning, 
and  brutality;  blood  and  corpses  in  lieu  of  fabrics  and 
provisions;  fierce  war-cries  and  the  clash  of  arms  in 
place  of  merry  traffickings  and  the  clink  of  coin. 
By  the  day  following  Santiago's  day  Alvarado  had 
levelled  a  wide  approach,  and  now  he  resolved  to  direct 
his  whole  strength  against  this  plaza,  leaving  merely 
a  portion  of  his  auxiliaries  to  attend  to  further  razing 
operations.  Before  dawn  the  next  morning  he  ad- 
vanced Avith  all  his  force  and  took  the  Aztecs  by 
surprise.  He  effected  an  entrance  with  little  trouble^ 
and  was  able  to  meet  in  goo<l  order  the  bands  which 
came  to  retrieve  their  neglect  by  fierce  chaises.  They 
were  led  by  the  renowned  orders  of  Tigers  and  Eagles, 
conspicuous  in  their  corresponding  gear,  and  eager  to 
maintain  the  reputation  which  had  gained  for  them 
their  insignia.  JIaychuatzin,  lord  of  CuitlahuaCj  was 
also  among  the  prominent  leaders,  but  the  cavalry 
soon  obliged  him  to  turn  in  flight,  and  enabled  the 

^*I  knew  three  of  them,  writo  Bcmal   Diiiz.      *  Las  enterramoa  en  vna 
Iglesia,  quo  ae  dizc  aora  los  Mjirtircs.'  IlisL  Verdart.,  153. 
^A  For  &  full  de&chptioii  aee  Haiive  J^acdj  ii  382  et  seq. 
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infantry  to  capture  a  i 
lined  the  market,  and  b 
determined  proved  the  c 
tain,  Coyohuehuetzin,  w 
himself  on  the  Momuztl 
While  the  main  portic 
fought  at  different  points 
vantage.  Captain  Gutier 
capture  the  great  temple 
It  was  held  by  Temilotzii 
disputed  his  advance.  1 
driven  back,  or  sent  tum 
and  bleeding,  many  a  on 
persevered,  and  step  b 
sustained  by  reenforcem 
hard  contest  the  summii 
Montaiio.  Woe  now  to  tl 
a  Spaniard  there  but  hj 
one  who  did  not  strive  i 
was  a  repetition  of  the  ae 
on  the  summit  of  the  ce 
neither  expected  mercy 
they  to  dedicate  their  ' 
gain  by  glorious  death 
the  blessed.  By  nine 
two  wooden  towers  hold 
gained,  and  the  next  ra 
rose  to  announce  the  vict 
rose  the  wail  of  the  ns 
portentous  result,  and  wi 
they  renewed  their  ons 
and  the  Eagle  captain,  C 

^CoMb  saw  the  smoke  from  hi 
start.  Cartas,  247.  Herrera  leav 
captured  the  temple,  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii. 
to  step  on  the  summit.  Bemal  Dii 
tinctly  that  Badajoz  led  the  partv, 
the  fight  on  the  top  continued  lill  i 
565»  refers  to  the  temple  as  the  Ac 
to  the  Chalcans,  and  they  *tomai] 
Yxtlilxachitl. .  .ganaron  el  Cue  gra 
be  a  Chalcan  version. 
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was  ordered  to  attack 
thousand  buildings,  wl 
turn  against  the  main  q 
of  the  mystic  owl  and 
Mexicans  fought  with 
turned  the  war  into  a  I 
were  driven  back  it  wa 
thousand  Mexicans  ha< 

The  promised  victor 
feat,  and  even  the  most 
depths  of  despair.  Th 
by  a  strange  occurren< 
native  records  describe 
into  flames  and  sparks 
the  north,  after  sunse 
quarter  and  disappeared 
overwhelmed  with  appi 

Their  eyes  were  fully 
in  pondering  on  the  d 
dreadful  future  became 
every  day  fainter.  Th 
pain  of  wounds  and  v 
but  when  at  last  frenzi 
upon  their  own  ofisprin 
over  which  sane  minds 
others  began  furtively 
allied  beings  whereon  i 
and  more  terrible  fear  ( 

When  Cortds  retume 
ing  day  to  renew  the  fig 
came  forth,  repulsive  in 
appearance,  careless  of 

^Sahagtm,  Hist.  Conq,  (ed.  18 
a  similar  phenomenon  in  Michoac 

'*  *  Be lo8  niflos  no  qued6  nadie, 
is  the  statement  of  the  native  re 
assumes  that  the  Mexicans  would 
already  died  of  starvation  withou 
priests  partook  of  children  sacrific 
scruple  among  the  masses  was  o 
passim. 


mercy  and  for  bread.  Moved  by  the  appeal,  ne  ordered 
them  not  to  be  injured,  and  proceeded  to  answer 
certain  chiefs  who  had  summoned  him  to  a  parley. 
'*Son  of  heaven!"  they  cried,  ''within  one  brief  day 
and  night  the  tireless  orb  returns.  Why  dost  not 
thou  also  finish  thy  task  as  quickly?  Kill  us,  so  that 
we  may  no  longer  suffer,  but  enter  paradise  and  join 
the  happy  throng  already  sent  thither  I"*^  He  told 
them  that  in  their  hands  was  the  remedy.  They  had 
but  to  cease  their  insane  opposition,  and  their  suffering 
would  cease,  for  he  would  give  them  food  and  respect 
their  persons  and  property.  No  satisfactory  answer 
was  returned.  They  were  evidently  afraid  to  speak  of 
peace,  though  eager  for  it.  Cortes  felt  convinced  that 
the  emperor  and  a  few  leading  nobles  were  the  only 
persons  holding  back,  aad  willing  to  spare  the  people 
he  agam  resolved  on  an  appeal. 

A  distinguished  captive  was  prevailed  on  to  carry 
this  message  in  order  to  give  it  more  weight,^  and  to 
use  his  influence  with  the  emperor.  On  appearing 
before  Quauhtemotzin  the  noble  began  to  speak  of 
the  kind  treatment  he  had  received  from  the  Span- 
iards. Praise  of  this  nature  hardly  accorded  with  the 
mood  of  the  ruler  or  with  the  views  he  wished  to 
impart,  and  no  Booner  did  the  envoy  allude  to  peace 
than  ho  was  ordered  away  with  an  imperious  sign  to  the 
stone  of  sacrifice.^^  Any  fate  for  ruler  and  people  was 
better  than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Christian  civilization. 
At  the  same  time  the  warriors  faintly  threw  themselves 
against  the  Spaniards  with  shouts  of  ''Death  or  liberty!" 
The  attack  cost  the  besiegers  a  horse,  and  several  men 
were  wounded,  but  the  charge  was  easily  repelled^  and 
was  followed  up  b}^  further  slaughter.  That  night  the 
allies  encamped  within  the  city* 

^^*  Porqae  no  acahaa  c5  cl  quo  B09  acabcil^  .D^fiacomoa  la.  muerte  por  yr  & 
.-eecansar  cO  Qiiet^nlcouatlL/  iwlds  tiriumni^  ffiai.  Me^.^  2 10- 11. 

^^  Tbti  chroiiicltra  call  liim  an  uiiole  of  tho  Tezcucau  kmg»  but  ihis  appeoiv 
K»  be  a  mi^mteri>rutation  oi  Cort^'  teict^  wh^arem  he  sttys  tluit  each  an  uudo 
j^\  captiirctl  tlie  prisiiner. 

^U'ortC^,  Vtrnm,  251.  This  was  portly  in  accordance  with  tho  kw  ftgaiiiBt 
jt(:»l>kfi  who  rctuincd  from  captivityi  tm  alruady  mfftoucud. 


The  following  day  Cortes  again  approached  some 
nobles  at  an  intrenchment  and  asked,  "Why  remains 
the  emperor  so  stubborn?  Why  will  he  not  come  and 
speak  with  me,  and  stay  the  useless  slaughter  of  his 
subjects?"  Bound  by  superstitious  loyalty  to  their 
ruler,  weepingly  they  rephed,  "We  know  not;  we  will 
speak  with  him;  we  can  but  die  I"  Presently  they 
returned  to  say  that  Quauhtemotzin  would  present 
himself  in  the  market-place  on  the  following  noon. 
Delighted,  Cortes  ordered  a  dais  to  be  prepared  on 
the  raised  masonry  platform  recently  used  for  the 
catapult,  together  with  choice  viands.  At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  Spanish  general  appeared  in  state, 
with  the  soldiers  drawn  up  m  line,  ready  to  do  honor 
to  the  distinguished  guest.  After  waiting  impatiently 
for  some  time,  they  saw  five  personages  approach,  who 
proved  to  be  the  bearers  of  excuses.  Quauhtemotzin 
could  not  come,  but  desired  to  learn  the  wishes  of 
Malinche.^ 

Concealing  his  chagrin,  Cortes  caused  the  nobles  to 
be  entertained,  and  then  he  sent  them  to  their  master 
with  assurance  of  good  treatment;  they  soon  returned 
with  presents,  and  said  the  emperor  would  not  come. 
Again  they  were  sent,  and  again  their  efforts  were 
unavailing.  The  truth  is,  Cortes  desired  with  the 
monarch  to  secure  his  treasure;  else  he  would  not 
long  have  stayed  his  bloody  hand.  On  the  other 
hand,  though  Quauhtemotzin's  conduct  might  be  at- 
tributed to  selfish  obstinacy,  he  well  knew  that  even 
for  his  people  death  was  to  be  scarcely  more  feared 
than  capture;  now  they  might  at  once  enter  paradise, 
but  the  foreigners  sought  them  but  to  enslave. 

The  following  day  the  five  nobles  again  kept  Cortes 
waiting  with  a  promise  that  the  emperor  would  meet 
him.  The  hour  having  passed  without  his  appearance, 
the  allies,  who   had  been   kept  in  the  background 

^  *  Tenia  mucho  miedo  de  parecer  ante  mi,  y  tambien  estaba  malo.*  Cort^s^ 
Cartas,  253.  'Empacho,*  explains  Herrera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  vii.  Ho 
feared  to  be  shot.  Bernal  Diaz,  IJisL  Verdad.,  164. 


AXXili   VyvyiM^UJliidl    AKjnjJh\  LtU. 


during  the  negotiations,  were  called  forward  and  the 
order  was  given  for  assault,  Sandoval  directing  the 
fleet  along  the  shore  and  up  the  canals  to  the  rear, 
"Since  they  will  not  have  peace,  they  shall  have 
war  f '  cried  Cortds.  Then  the  carnage  became  fearful 
Spaniards  and  auxiliaries  alike,  two  hundred  thousand 
strong  and  more,  so  it  was  said,  abandoned  thenaselves 
to  the  butehery,  while  Satan  smiled  approval  In 
helpless  despair,  like  cooped  beasts  in  the  shambles, 
they  received  the  death-blow  as  a  dehveranea^  I 
w^ill  not  paint  the  sickening  details  so  often  told  of 
chasms  filled,  and  narrow  streets  blockaded  high  with 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  unoflending,  while  down  upon 
the  living  settled  desolation.  It  must  indeed  have 
been  appalling  when  he  who  had  brought  to  pass  such 
horrors  writes :  "  Such  waa  the  cry  and  weeping  of 
children  and  women  that  not  one  amongst  us  but  w^as 
moved  to  the  heart/*  Then  he  attempts  to  throw 
upon  the  allies  the  blame  of  it,  "  Never,"  he  says^ 
''was  such  cruelty  seeOj  beyond  all  bounds  of  naturCj 
as  among  these  natives."  Already,  before  this  mas- 
sacre of  forty  thousand^  the  streets  and  houses  were 
filled  with  human  putridity,  so  that  now  the  Span- 
iards were  forced  to  burn  that  quarter  of  the  city  to 
save  themselves  from  infection. 

Another  morrow  engenders  fresh  horrors.  The 
three  heavy  guns  arc  brought  forward  to  assist  in  dis- 
lodging the  besieged,  Fearful  lest  the  emperor  escape 
him  in  canoes,  Cortes  directs  Sandoval  to  place  ves- 
sels on  the  watch  for  fugitives,  particularly  at  the 
basin  of  Tlatelulco,^  into  which  it  is  proposed  to  drive 

^^  *Ni  tenian  ni  hallabaii  flccliaa  iii  varaa  ni  piedraa  eon  quo  noa  ofendcr. . . 
No  tenian  paao  por  dourlc  aiidar  Btno  por  cDcinm  do  loei  tnucrtaa.  y  por  lu^  a^o- 

'^  *  Mataron  y  prandioron  raaa  de  cuorenta  mil  dainma.  *  Id.  IxtUlxocliitJ, 
IJor.  CruddmUs,  4S,  raiacii  the  imimbcr  to  50,000^  while  Dnnm  states  that 
over  40,000  muQ  aoil  women  pcrish&tl  whOe  fleeii^g*  litJ^t.  Ind.^  MS,,  ii.  530. 
What  paiQcil  the  conquortjra  most,  howovcr,  was  tho  Eight  and  knowledge  of 
what  iiumtnse  quaiitity  of  booty  eludGd  thorn  to  pass  into  tho  hau^i^  of  tKeae 

^  '  Etitro  k  Garita  del  Peralvillo,  !a  place  d©  Santiago  de  Tlatelolco  ct  te 
|)oiit  d'Aomxao/   So  aayei  Pichardo.  ilumboldiy  Emd  P^.,  L  l^.    *■  Donde  m 


the  besieged,  there  to  catch  the  king  and  nobles  with 
their  gold  and  jewels.  Of  a  truth  Cortes  does  not 
wish  to  kill  the  miserable  remnant  of  this  so  lately 
proud  race — particularly  if  thereby  he  loses  the  en- 
caged treasure.  So  he  again  appeals  to  them,  and 
the  Cihuacoatl,^  chief  adviser  of  the  emperor,  appears 
and  is  treated  with  great  courtesy.  After  a  time  he 
takes  his  departure,  then  for  the  first  time  declaring 
that  Quauhtemotzin  will  on  no  account  present  him- 
self "  Return  then,"  exclaims  Cortes  in  ill-suppressed 
anger,  "and  prepare  for  death,  invoked,  not  by  high 
and  holy  purpose,  but  by  obstinate  timidity!"*^ 

Five  hours  are  thus  gained  by  the  wily  monarch 
for  the  escape  of  the  women  and  children,  who  pour 
out  in  swarms,  the  fainting  supported  by  the  feeble, 
all  emaciated  and  haggard,  and  many  marked  by 
wounds  or  disease.  Seeing  which  the  allies  pounce 
upon  them,  all  stricken  and  defenceless  as  they  are, 
and  murder  them,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thousand. 
And  the  same  number  perish  in  the  fall  of  broken 
bridges,  in  the  choked  canals,  and  from  the  tread  of 
their  fellow  fugitives.  How  glorious  is  war!  How 
noble  the  vocation !  How  truly  great  the  hero  of  such 
hellish  deeds!  Blush,  oh  sun!  for  making  such  to- 
morrows; for  lending  thy  light  to  human  intelligence 
by  which  to  do  such  diabolical  wickedness! 

Observing  no  signs  of  surrender,  Cortes  openea  fire 
with  his  cannon  and  gave  the  signal  of  attack. 
Another  massacre  followed,  the  Mexicans  displaying 
the  same  apathy  and  sullen  indifierence  to  death  as 
on  other  late  occasions.  At  some  points,  however, 
large  bodies  surrendered,  and  the  remaining  Mexican 

embarcaban  para  Atzlapotzalco,*  adds  Bustamante.  IxUUxoehitl,  If  or.  Cruel- 
deui€S,50. 

s"  Chimftlpain  caJls  him  Tlacotzin,  afterward  baptized  as  Juan  Velasquez. 
HisL  Conq,,  li.  71.  *Ciguacoacin,  y  era  el  Capitan  y  gobemador  de  todoe  ellos, 
^  por  sn  consejo  se  seguian  todas  las  coaas  de  la  guerra,  says  Cort^,  Cartas,  255. 

^  *  Porque  les  queria  combatir  y  acabar  de  matar. '  Carlos,  256.  '  Pues  eran 
barbaros,  que  no  queria  dexar  hombre  vivo,  q  se  fuessen. '  i/errera,  dea  iiL 
lib.  ii.  cap  yii. 
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a  dagger  m  the  belt  of  Cortes.  The  general  sought 
to  reassure  hiirij  declaring  that  none  could  resist  the 
Christian's  God.  He  had  performed  his  duty  bravely, 
like  a  good  prinec,  and  should  be  treated  as  such. 

Although  the  great  end  was  thus  accomplished, 
slaughter  and  pillage  were  continued  until  long  after 
vespers.    Before  the  troops  withdrew  to  their  respec- 
tive camps,  the  prisoners,  including  the  pretty  enri- 
press,  Tecuichpo,  were  conducted  to  safe  quarters  in 
Coyuhuaean.    Shortly  afterward  a  rain  set  in,  aiding^ 
the  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  to  check  the  auxiliaries 
in  their  maraudings,  and  this,  developing  toward  mid- 
night into  a  furious  storm  with  lightning  and  thunder^ 
seemed  to  the  homeless  Mexicans  to  be  the  xiultcoail 
of  HuitzilopochtU  and  the  tumult  of  departing  deities, 
To  the  conquerors  this  flashing  and  thundering  of 
heavens  artillery  was  the  saJvo   attending  victory, 
which  was  celebrated  in  feasting  and  merriment  till 
came  late  slumber  with  visions  of  gold,  and  lands,  and 
vassals. 

Thus  ended  Tuesday,  the  13th  of  August  152U 
sacred  to  St  Hippolytus,  and  accordingly  adopted  by 
the  conquerors  as  patron  saint  of  the  city.  During 
colonial  rSgiine  the  day  was  annually  celebrated  by  a 
solemn  festival,  wherein  the  leading  citizens  and  offi* 
cials  rode  on  horseback  in  procession  round  the  city, 

veair  en  aqfiel  estado,  qne  ahom  ficies©  d^l  lo  que  yo  qimieao,  *  Coring,  Carta^y 
*2,'i7»  *Divi^dole  que  le  diease  de  piifiaiadaa  d  ]o  nmtas&e,  pomne  no  era 
rn9on  que  viviesse  en  el  lounJo  horn  bra  qne  avia  perdido  lo  f^uel  avia  ]>er- 
dido,'  adds  Ovicdo,  iiL  42±  *PregunUrt>nle  por  loa  i^LripBtianoflj  6  dixo: 
No  mo  pregiint^  cm/a*  <5  ed  me  quereyB  iiiatar;  matadme  3^a:  que  liarto  e^toy 
de  Yivir,'  says  another  versian.  Id.,  517.  '  Iria  mm  confiokdo  adondo  Ens 
dioBes  eaial>ai,  especialmente  haviendo  mucrto  4  raaDoa  do  tal  Capitan. '  ii^r- 
rtrra^  dee.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  yii.  *  Why  so  stubborn  T  m  the  way  Duran  opena 
the  conversation  on  Cort^*  part.  //t*^.  lad.,  SIS.,  ii.  500.  'Toglietemi  oon 
queato  pugnalc  una  vita,  che  non  pordci  ncUa  difcsa  del  mio  Regno  J  Clari- 
gerii,  t^ioria  Af^*?*,  iii.  230.  See  alao  Ixtlilxochitl  and  nthera.  WriterB  gen- 
erally go  into  ecstacy  over  thia  utterance.  *  Magnauimo,'  exclaims  Peter 
Martyr  J  dec.  v.  cap.  viii,  *  Heroic,*  ejacuhitea  BusUnumte  in  eupxx>rt  of 
Chinmljjain's  encoininm.  Hi^L  Cong.,  ii.  75.  *Ce  trait  e&t  digne  du  plus  beau 
teiupa  de  la  Gri^ce  et  dc  Iloine.'  jiumholdt,  Enaai  Pot.^  L  193.  'A  spirit 
worthy  of  an  ancient  Roman/  echoeji  Preacott^  Me:i^,^  iii,  '206.  Beroal  Dia^ 
says  the  emperor  wept^  and  ivith  bim  hia  chiefs  JlisL  Vtrdad.^  155, 
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092  THE  CONQUEST  ACHIEVED. 

Spaniards;  they  did  not  know,  poor  simpletons,  that 

all  along  the  days  and  nights  of  this  terrible  siege, 
with  sword  and  lance  on  Aztec  breast,  they  had  beea 
foi^ng  their  own  fetters,  which  they  and  then- children 
long  must  wear,^ 

The  conquest  of  Mexico  was  less  a  subjugation  by 
Spanish  soldiers  than  their  skilful  manoeuvring  of  New 
World  forces  against  one  another.  Had  Andhuac 
been  united  it  would  have  succumbed  less  readily, 
perhaps  never  As  it  was,  while  the  native  nations 
were  slaying  each  other,  fighting  out  their  ancient 
feuds,  the  astute  Spaniards  laid  their  all -possessing 
hand  upon  the  country. 

Nor  was  any  apology  on  their  part  needed  before 
Christendom.  Mankind  to  this  day  have  not  become 
8o  humane  and  just  as  not  to  find  excuse  for  any 
wrong  within  the  realms  of  strength  and  inchnation. 
What  then  could  be  expected  of  an  age  and  nation 
wherein  it  was  not  uncommon  to  t-loak  crime  under 
the  fair  garb  of  religion.  Hitheit-o  came  the  Span- 
iards to  murder  and  to  rob;  to  rob  and  murder  in 
the  name  of  charity  and  sweet  heaven.  No  excuses 
were  necessary,  however  convenient  to  that  end 
came  the  appeals  of  the  Cempoalans  groaning  under 
terrible  oppression  at  the  hand  of  a  race  delighting 
in  blood  and  extortion;  a  race  which  within  two  cen- 
turies had  risen  from  a  degrading  servitude  largely 
by  means  of  intrigue  and  treacheiy;  a  race  stamped 
with  ignoble  characteristics  bora  of  serfdom,  and 
eager  to  retaliate  on  others  for  their  past  humilia- 
tion, yet  energetic,  enterprising,  and  advancing  with 
rapid  strides  along  the  pathway  of  indigenous  culture. 

"  Buetaiimiite  commeata  on  the  noii-Mfilineiit  of  the  promises  to  Tlflscala, 
Bftytng  tliat  tiie  republic  waa  rightly  serve<i  for  lending  herself  to  the  invaders, 
SahoQiin^  I  list.  Con*).^  144.  On  their  way  homo^  say  a  Ixtlilxochiti,  the  Tlas* 
caJteeii  and  their  neiglibors  plundettjd  Tezcuco  and  other  towna.  With  the 
«lavca  CfflpTried  homo  by  hia  Tumicaftke,  ho  adds  consolingly,  tUe  destroyed 
fjalace^  of  Tezcuco  wero  rebuilt*  1 1  or,  Oruckladi.%  62-3*  Tho  Tkacalttca 
'aun  llenaron  hartiLa  eargsB  de  tas&jos  cocinadoa  de  Indloa  Mexicanoa,  quo 
repartieron  etitre  sus  parientea. ,  .por  iioatiis/  Bet-nalDiuz^  Hist.  VtrdmL,  loT. 
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marked  stain,  and  this  iiotwitlistanding  the  tendency 
to  intrigue,  the  disregard  for  truth  and  justice,  and  a 
yielding  to  certain  vices  on  the  part  of  leaders,  and 
the  greed  and  brutality  of  rank  and  file.  But  even 
among  the  coniman  soldiers,  in  fairness  we  cannot 
disregard  the  echo  of  noble  sentiment,  the  aspiration 
toward  high  emprise  there  present  It  is  the  leader, 
however,  who  with  all  his  selfish  cruelties  and  un- 
principled trickeries  must  ever  remain  the  central 
figure  of  our  admiration.  If  ever  there  was  a  hero, 
a  genius  of  war  worthy  the  adoration  of  war  wor- 
shippers, if  ever  there  were  grand  conception  and 
achievement,  all  were  vividly  displayed  in  the  mind 
^and  person  of  Ilernan  Cortfo, 

An  able  French  writer,  comparing  the  siege  of 
Mexico  with  that  of  Troy,  depicts  Cortes  as  an 
AchiUes  in  whom  were  combined  the  talents  of  Aga- 
memnon and  Ulysses.** 

In  some  respects,  and  as  compared  with  his  com- 
panions, he  indeed  approached  the  deity  the  Mexi- 
cans thought  him.  Behold  him  out  upon  this  venture, 
throwing  life  to  the  winds  that  waft  him  from  Cuba, 
sinking  his  ships  behind  him,  plunghig  into  the  heart 
of  a  hostile  countrj' ,and  with  a  handful  of  men  opposing 
powerful  armies,  quelling  insurrections,  capturing  his 
captors,  turning  enemies  into  alhes,  balancing  upon 
his  finger  contending  powers,and  after  the  grand  cata- 
clysm opened  by  him  on  the  central  plateau  has  spent 
itself,  be  quietly  pockets  the  prize.  No  iVlexander, 
or  Scipio,  or  Caesar,  or  Napoleon  ever  achieved  results 
so  vast  with  means  so  insignificant.  It  was  indeed  a 
rare  piracy! 

Tji^gh  as  a  whole,  the  testimony  of  eye-witnessaea  and  the  early  chronicle™ 
on  the  conquest  in».y  be  considered  as  hiUj  tip  to  the  average  of  historical 
evidence,  ^Vllile  there  was  no  little  exaggeration,  and  some  do^-nright 
mendacity,  fluch  were  the  number  of  the  ^itneaaca,  the  time,  place,  and  err- 
ouniEtuJicciS  of  tlieir  several  relations,  and  the  oleamess  of  their  testimony, 
that  we  find  no  difficulty  isitl;  regard  to  any  important  matters  in  determining 

"Al^'arado  waa  Ajax  ;  Maxiiccatzin,  Neator;  Qnauhtemotdn,  Hiictor.  CM- 


truth  and  falsehood.  When  in  addition  to  the  writii 
have  native  records  and  architectural  remains  as  co 
honest  searcher  after  truth  may  be  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  two  writers  by  the  name  of  '. 
the  first  expedition  to  Mexico,  I  have  spoken  of  th 
of  the  priest,  and  before  closing  this  volume  I  w 
Verdadera  of  the  soldier.  Following  these  were  the 
tives  of  Velazquez,  wholly  xmreliable;  the  relation  o 
queror,  whose  statements  were  for  the  most  part  true ; 
as  the  Carta  del  E/ircUo,  and  Probama,  de  LejaJde,  « 
CorUs,  in  the  main  true,  but  which  may  properly  be  s 
scrutiny  and  careful  comparison ;  the  reports  of  Zuril 
papers  and  documents  lately  brought  to  light  by  Nava 
ceta,  Temaux-Compans,  and  others,  and  published  as 
ln€dit08f  Coleccion  de  DocumerUos  para  la  Nistoria  de . 
Spanish  historians,  Tezozomoc,  Camargo,  and  Ixtlib 
Sahagun,  Mendieta,  and  Las  Casas ;  Oviedo,  Peter  Ma 
rera,  Torquemada,  Solis,  and  Clavigero;  Bustamant 
and  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg.  These  and  others  of  but  1 
offer  ample  foundation  on  which  the  modem  histor 
superstructure. 

I  say  that  it  is  easy  enough  to  determine  truth  fi 
study  as  this*  where  the  evidence  is  so  abundant  and  thi 
separated.  When  Torquemada  enters  into  a  long  arg 
misery  wrought  by  the  conquest  was  the  punishment 
the  Mexicans,  I  do  not  discuss  the  matter.  I  willingly 
historian  knew,  if  indeed  he  knew  anything  about  i 
mind  of  the  deity  than  the  modem,  though  the  latter 
ings  of  the  Spaniards  were  not  in  like  manner  on  acco 

The  books  treating  of  Cortes*  achievements,  as  I 
mense  array,  as  may  be  expected  from  the  important 
Robertson  justly  terms  **the  most  memorable  eve 
America,**  involving  the  subjugation  of  the  richest  ai 
try  therein,  the  fall  of  its  beautiful  and  renowned  cil 
daring  campaigns  ever  undertaken.  The  narrative  : 
mance  rather  than  history  based  on  stem  facts,  and 
men  have  arisen  who  seek  to  cast  doubt,  not  alone  on  c 
the  main  features  of  the  achievement  and  the  field. 

One  method  of  doubt  haa  been  to  lower  the  esti 
and  resources;  to  sneer  at  the  large  cities,  magnifice 
certain  industrial  and  fine  arts,  picture-writing,  and  otl 
culture.  Such  statements  reveal  to  the  experienced  st 
regard  or  ignorance  of  evidence  extant,  of  ruins  wi 
their  beautifully  designed  ornamentation,  tlieir  adn 
plastic  delineation  of  the  human  figure,  both  far  in  i 
tional  specimens  of  Egypt,  and  the  former  equal  in  mt 
ductions  of  the  higher  Greek  art.  The  picture-writ 
phonetic  element  so  <leveloped  as  to  endow  the  Mexica 


of  culture,  written  records,  applied  not  only  to  historic  incidents  and  common 
facts,  but  to  abstract  subjects  of  philosophic,  scientific,  and  poetic  natore,  as 
instanced  in  my  NaUve  Haces. 

It  needed  not  the  official  investigation  instituted  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  confirm  the  mute  testimony  of  relics,  and  the  vivid  declaration  of 
chroniclers.  Native  records  exist  in  sufficient  abundance  to  speak  for  them- 
selves ;  records  written  by  and  for  the  people,  and  therefore  free  from  any 
suspicion  of  misrepresentation ;  records  used  by  a  number  of  writers  for  ob- 
taining that  insight  into  esoteric  features  of  Nahua  institutions  which  could 
not  well  be  acquired  by  Spaniards.  The  translation  of  these  records,  as  re- 
produced in  the  volumes  of  Sahagun,  Ixtlilxochitl,  Kingsborough,  and  others, 
with  copies  of  original  paintings,  have  been  carefully  used  both  for  the  Native 
Rates  and  the  histories  of  Mexico  and  Guatemala,  and  introduced  indeed  more 
thoroughly  in  this  series  as  evidence  than  by  any  modem  writer  on  the  subject, 
not  excepting  the  learned  Abb^  Brasseur  de  Boarbourg,  though  unlike  this 
enthusiast  I  have  not  allowed  myself  to  accept  this  evidence  with  the  same 
nou-critical  bias.  I  ha\^  merely  used  it  for  what  it  is  worth,  after  applying 
severe  analytic  tests.  Certain  points  may  be  covered  by  merely  one  or  two 
authorities ;  but  even  then  the  erudite  student  will  readily  determine  the  value 
of  the  testimony  from  internal  evidence,  while  in  the  generality  of  cases  he 
will  find  a  number  of  versions  by  natives  and  Spaniards,  by  partisans  and 
xivals,  whose  contradictions  will  aid  him  in  determining  the  truth. 

In  a  previous  bibliographic  note  I  have  pointed  out  the  many  internal 
evidences  furnished  by  the  letters  of  Cort^,  of  undoubted  reliability  on  most 
points,  in  their  minuteness,  their  frank  soldierly  tone,  and  other  features. 
They  are  besides  confirmed  in  all  the  more  essential  points  by  the  contempo- 
raneous letters  from  the  municipality  of  Villa  Rica  and  the  army,  the  sworn 
depositions  before  the  royal  notary  by  leading  officers,  the  narratives  of  Andrte 
de  Tdpia,  and  others.  Still  stronger  confirmation  is  given  in  the  complaints 
and  memorials  issued  by  enemies  and  rivals  of  the  great  captain,  who  in  theii 
eflEbrta  to  detract  from  his  character  and  achievements  provide  the  hiBtorian 
with  n}:iteriiil  that  enables  him  to  avoid  the  pitfalla  abounding  even  lo  Uie 
honest  narratives  of  partisans,  eittier  from  sympathy,  from  lack  of  thorough 
knowledge,  or  from  hearsay.  Such  testimony  is  rubuadaiit  in  the  l^^idencia 
investigations  of  Cort<^,  Alvarado,  Guzmmi,  and  others,  all  which  coutaiii 
voluminoua  testimony  on  the  must  important  Cjueations.  Prescott's  oppor- 
tunities for  conBidting  new  material  were  lastly  suporior  to  those  of  bia  pre- 
decessors* If  mine  have  been  ccrreapondingly  greater,  it  may  perhapB  to  aomo 
extent  be  due  to  the  example  set  by  him  in  bis  cam  est  re3earcheg,  and  b^^nso 
since  the  publication  of  his  volumes,  private  individuals  anil  learned  societies 
have  atm^en  with  increased  enthusiasm  to  bring  to  light  hidden  material, 
notably  from  the  rich  archiyca  of  Spain  and  certain  Latin- American  states. 

From  tins  maaa  of  what  may  l>a  termed  documentary  evidence  we  turn  to 
the  regular  historians  and  narrators,  beginning  with  Peter  Alartyr  and  Oviodo, 
who  both  luihero  chielly  to  Cortes,  though  the  latter  adds  other  vcrmons  by 
diSerciit  cye-wituesaes.  Sahag«n's  account  contains  a  strange  admixtare  ot 
native  ftbEunlities  and  vague  recollections  of  converted  soldiera.    A  more  oom.^ 


pleie  version  is  giyen  by  Gomara,  the  biographer  of  th 
access  to  private  and  public  archives  and  individual  ] 
he  frequently  colors  the  incidents  to  the  credit  of  his 
Nevertheless  the  value  of  the  text  is  testified  to  bj 
Ghimalpain,  who  adds  some  interesting  facts  from  nal 
knowledge.  The  Tezcucan  writer  Ixtlilxochitl  also  fc 
for  the  Spanish  side,  while  the  archives  left  him  by 
different  narratives  furnish  the  other  side,  frequei 
colored.  Camargo  gives  a  rather  brief  Tlascaltec  verf 
which,  in  accordance  with  the  method  of  most  histori 
achievements  with  the  leader,  roused  the  feelings  o 
soldiers  who  had  shared  in  the  glories  of  that  p< 
promptly  began  to  write  his  celebrated  Hiatoria  Ver 
to  tell  the  true  story  and  rectify  in  particular  th 
<^mara.  Although  this  profession  is  not  always  to  I 
most  valuable  from  its  exceeding  completeness,  its 
varied  version.  Not  long  after,  Herrera,  the  officia 
his  decades,  wherein  for  the  conquest  he  uses  the  n 
with  a  leaning  toward  Cromara,  yet  with  several  addi 
feet  his  own  revised  version,  notably  that  of  Ojeda, 
-Oort^,  and  also  no  small  mass  of  material  from  the  i 
quemada  copies  him  for  the  most  part,  though  he  addi 
from  Sahagun,  from  a  Tezcucan  writer,  and  others,  m 
conquest  the  most  complete  up  to  that  time.  Sol: 
critique,  and  with  a  verboseness  and  grandiloquence 
version  is  comparatively  brief,  with  few  additions,  an 
iant  summary;  but Clavigero,  while  adding  not  much 
account,  presents  it  in  quite  a  new  form,  pruned  of  ' 
in  a  masterly  manner,  and  invested  with  a  philo) 
superior  to  anything  presented  till  Prescott's  time,  i 
and  some  of  Cort^*  letters  are  founded  the  immense  i 
and  summaries  on  the  conquest,  both  in  separate  and 
them  provided  with  occasional  observations,  but  for  t 
tain  nothing  of  any  value  to  the  student.  Those  aft< 
him  as  a  rule.  Mexican  accounts  might  naturally 
useful  features,  but  such  is  hardly  the  case.  Alamai 
Orozco  y  Berra,  Bustamante,  and  certain  writers  in  th< 
Geographical  Society,  have  brought  to  light  several  doc 
bearing  on  particular  incidents  and  features ;  but  no  < 
value  has  been  written,  CarbajaPs  pretentious  version 
plagiarism  from  Clavigero,  Mora's  a  hasty  compilati 
the  new  bulky  Spanish  version  by  Zamacois,  it  is  not 
ficial  and  narrow  in  its  research,  blundering  even  wh 
way,  and  representing  more  a  feuiUeton  issue  than  a  ] 

Bemal  Diaz  del  Castillo  is,  as  I  have  said,  the  ma 
quest,  from  the  exhaustive  thoroughness  of  his  mat< 
other  original  writers,  and  from  his  participation  in 
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including  the  discovery  voyages.  For  about  half  a  century  he  sunriveB,  and 
sees  comrade  after  comrade  disappear  from  the  field  till  but  five  of  Cort^* 
original  company  remain,  **all  of  us  very  old,  suffering  from  infirmities,  and 
very  poor,  burdened  with  sons  and  daughters  to  marry,  and  grandchildren, 
and  with  but  a  small  income;  and  thus  we  pass  our  days  in  toil  and  misery. ** 
He  is  not  so  badly  off,  however,  as  he  would  have  us  believe,  for  a  comfortable 
encomienda  supplies  every  want,  and  numerous  descendants  throng  round  to 
minister  to  his  comfort  and  listen  to  his  tales.  But  as  he  recalls  the  great 
achievements  wherein  he  participated,  he  swells  with  the  importance  of  the 
events,  and  dwelling  on  the  multiplied  treasures  he  has  assisted  to  capture,  the 
reward  sinks  to  insignificance.  It  is  but  the  chronic  grumble,  however,  of  an 
old  soldier  that  half  the  continent  would  not  satisfy.  Springing  from  a  poor 
and  humble  family  of  Medina  del  Campo,  in  old  Castile,  he  had  embarked  at 
an  early  age  with  the  expedition  of  Pedrarias  in  1514  to  seek  fortune  in 
Darien.  Failing  there,  he  drifts  to  Cuba  in  time  to  join  the  discovery  parties 
of  Cordoba  and  Grijalva.  Subsequently  he  enlists  under  Cort^  as  a  common 
soldier,  yet  somewhat  above  the  mass  in  the  favor  of  his  chief.  "Soldado  dis- 
tinguido, "  says  Juarros,  implying  higher  birth ;  but  this  is  doubtful.  There  ia 
hardly  a  prominent  incident  of  the  conquest  in  which  he  does  not  participate, 
being  present  in  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  nineteen  battles,  according  to 
his  enumeration,  whereof  many  a  scar  remains  to  bear  witness,  and  many  a 
trophy  to  attest  his  valor.  In  due  time  he  receives  his  share  of  repartimientos 
of  land  and  serfs,  and  settles  in  Goazacoalco  as  regidor,  with  sufficient  means 
to  feed  a  taste  that  procures  for  him  the  not  ill-esteemed  nickname  of  Dandy. 
From  his  life  of  contentment,  though  not  equal  to  his  claims,  he  is  torn  by 
the  Honduras  expedition  under  Cort^,  who  gives  him  at  times  the  command 
of  a  small  party,  whence  comes  the  sported  title  of  captain.  Afterward  for 
a  time  he  drifts  about,  and  finally  settles  in  Guatemala  city  with  the  rank  of 
regidor  perp^tuo,  and  with  a  respectable  encomienda,  obtained  partly  through 
the  representations  of  Cort^  to  the  king.  He  marries  Teresa,  daughter  of 
Bartolomd  Becerra,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  city,  and  repeatedly  its  alcalde, 
and  has  several  children,  whose  descendants  survive  to  witness  the  overthrow 
of  the  royal  banner  planted  by  their  forefather.  Grandsons  figure  as  deans 
of  the  city  church,  and  an  historian  of  the  adopted  country  rises  in  Fuentes 
y  Guzman.  PinelOy  Epitome,  ii.  604;  Gonzalez  DdmUiy  TecUro  JEkUes.,  i.  177; 
MemorkU  de  Conquktadores,  in  Momimentoa  Admin.  Munic,  MS,;  Jtiorroi, 
OutU.,  i.  33S,  350;  Torquemuda,  i.  35L 

Tb<j  leiaure  afforded  him  ixi  Guatotimla,  broken  by  little  save  the  inspec- 
tion of  hia  estate,  gave  opportunity  for  indnlgiiig  in  the  reveries  of  by^gone 
days.  HiBtoric^  of  achievementa  were  iieurly  all  connected  with  the  great 
Cortds,  fanied  ^n  every  lip ;  yet  that  fame  IukI  been  acqnire<l  with  the  aid 
of  soldiers  who  like  himaeli  had  been  consigned  to  an  obscturo  comer  of  Ibe 
va^t  domimis  conquered  by  tliem.  It  did  not  seem  right  to  the  scarred 
veteran  that  the  fruits  of  combined  toil  should  fall  to  one  or  two  alone; 
that  be  himaelf  should  be  regarded  far  lesa  than  hundreds  of  upstarta  whose 
only  deeds  liad  been  to  reap  the  Held  won  by  him  and  his  comrades.  He 
would  tcH  hia  tale  at  all  events ;  and  forth  with  he  began  to  arrauge  the  note* 
lormcd  during;  his  career,  and  to  uplift  the  curtalna  of  memoiy  for  retrospec- 
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Hemon  dying  during  the  publication,  Friar  Gabriel  Adarzo,  "nunc  Hydnm- 
tinuB  prsBSul,"  AnUmio,  Bib,  Hisp,  Nova,  iii.  224,  took  it  in  charge.  Seyeral 
discrepancies  indicate  that  revisions  have  been  made,  and  Vazquez,  Chron, 
Chtat,,  524,  whose  jealousy  as  a  friar  was  aroused  by  allusions  to  Father 
Olmedo,  Cortes'  companion,  compared  the  print  with  the  original  copy  and 
pointed  out  several  diiSerenoes.  A  second  edition,  bearing  the  date  1632, 
though  published  later  probably,  contains  an  additional  chapter  on  omens, 
which  appears  in  others  of  the  many  editions  and  translations  issued  in  differ- 
ent countries,  even  of  late  years. 

Perhaps  the  most  clear-sighted  writer  on  Mexico  during  the  last  century 
was  Francisco  Javier  Clavigcro,  himself  a  native  of  that  country,  and  bom  at 
Vera  Cruz  in  1731.  His  father  was  a  Leonese,  whose  official  duties  called 
him  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  young  Francisco  profited  by  this 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  its  resources  and  idioms.  After  a  novitiate  of  three 
years  at  the  Jesuit  college  of  Tepozotlan,  he  passed  to  that  at  Puebia,  and 
there  studied  philosophy  and  theology,  and  showed  particular  fondness  for 
languages,  both  classic  and  native.  He  taught  rhetoric  and  philosophy  in  the 
principal  schools  of  the  country,  though  restricted  somewhat  by  the  superiors 
in  his  too  liberal  ideas,  for  which  Mexico  was  not  yet  considered  ripe.  Mean- 
while his  enthusiasm  centred  on  the  study  of  Aztec  history  and  hieroglyphs, 
which  received  a  serious  check  in  the  expulsion  of  Jesuits  from  America  in 
1767.  He  sought  refuge  in  Italy,  staying  chiefly  at  Bologna,  where  he  founded 
an  academy,  and  having  considerable  leisure  he  began  to  shape  the  results  of 
his  late  studies,  impelled  in  no  small  degree  by  the  writings  of  De  Pauw  and 
Bobertson,  which  grated  on  his  patriotic  spirit.  They  were  prepared  in 
Spanish,  but  the  authorities  giving  no  encouragement  for  their  publication  in 
Spain,  an  Italian  translation  was  made  and  issued  in  four  volumes,  as  Storia 
ArUka  del  MessicOy  Cesena,  1780,  dedicated  to  the  university  at  Mexico.  Sub- 
sequently a  Spanish  version  appeared,  but  not  before  several  editions  had 
been  published  in  England  and  other  countries.  The  first  volume  treats  of 
resources  and  ancient  history,  the  second  of  manners  and  customs,  the  third 
of  the  conquest,  and  the  fourth  consists  of  a  series  of  dissertations  on  the 
origin  of  the  Americans,  on  chronology,  physique,  languages,  and  other  points. 
They  have  been  widely  quoted,  and  Francisco  Carbajal  de  Espinosa  has  shown 
such  appreciation  of  it  as  to  copy  almost  the  whole  text  in  what  he  oaUs  his 
Historia  de  Mexico,  Mex. ,  1856,  2  vols.  Clavigero*s  work  is  based  to  a  great 
extent  on  aboriginal  records  and  personal  observation,  and  the  old  chronicles 
have  been  largely  used ;  but  their  cumbrous  and  confused  material  is  here 
arranged  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  liberal-minded  philosopher  and  rhetoridaiL 
Indeed,  no  previous  work  in  this  field  can  at  all  compare  with  it  for  com- 
prehensiveness and  correctness,  depth  of  thought  and  clearness  of  expression. 
In  the  former  respect  he  greatly  surpasses  Bobertson  and  in  the  latter  he 
may  be  classed  as  his  equal.  His  death,  which  took  place  at  Bologna  in  1787, 
found  him  in  the  midst  of  a  number  of  literary  projects,  called  forth  in  part 
by  the  success  of  the  Stona,  and  by  the  different  subjects  which  he  had  therein 
touched  but  lightly.  Among  these  works  was  the  Storia  della  Cal\forma^ 
issued  at  Venice  two  years  after  his  death.    It  will  be  notioed  in  due  order. 


WILL] 

There  can  be  no  more  fitti 
Mexico  than  a  tribute  of  est 
noted  in  a  previous  volume  1 
rather  than  to  the  man,  of  intei 
ao  as  to  present  the  good  bett< 
order  to  render  his  narrative  st 
otherwise;  but  this  is  nothing 
with  a  magnificent  style  and  phi 
accuracies  and  contradictions  in 
with  his  general  care  and  corre< 
which  he  lacked,  but  this  is  not 
evidence  which  he  brought  to  € 
admiration  of  the  man,  the  sch< 
of  ordinary  life,  he  lived  as  one 
of  heart,  and  surpassingly  eloqi 

Mr  Prescott  was  bom  at  Sal 
a  lawyer  of  rising  reputation, 
family  to  Boston  in  180a  At 
College.  While  engaged  in  a  I 
large  hard  piece  of  bread,  thro^ 
eye,  forever  depriving  him  of  i1 
cheerfulness,  he  graduated  in 
his  father's  office.  In  1815  a  rh 
now  his  sole  dependence,  causii 
climate  having  been  determin< 
visit  to  his  grandfather  Hicklin^ 
There  he  remained  about  six  i 
to  a  dark  room.  In  April  181 
made  the  usual  Italian  tour,  am 
he  returned  home.  But  hope  1 
and  the  marvellous  buoyancy  c 
sister  cheered  the  long  hours  < 
authors.  A  literary  venture  ms 
American  Review  failed ;  his  ma 
the  secret,  was  enjoined  to  silen 

Leaving  his  darkened  chamb 
he  was  ever  a  bright  ornament, 
C.  Amory,  a  Boston  merchant,  wl 

Mr  Prescott  now  abandoned 
If  by  restrictions  of  diet  and  d; 
might  preserve  a  partial  use  of 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  I 
but  ordinarily  he  could  read  an 
writing,  however,  he  was  oblige 

Possessing  strong  literary  tas 
mined  upon  literature  as  a  pursi 
began  a  systematic  course  of  res 
For  three  years  and  a  half  he  pu 
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writing,  publishing  the  work  in  1837.  Ten  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  Mr 
Presoott  claims  to  have  devoted  to  this  book ;  and  for  the  use  of  the  stereotype- 
plates,  which  Mr  Prescott  supplied  at  his  own  cost,  aind  the  right  to  publish 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies,  the  American  Stationers'  Company  agreed 
to  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars.  But  money  was  not  the  author's 
object.  The  publication  in  London  was  offered  to  John  Murray  and  to  the 
Longmans,  and  was  declined  by  both.  Bentley  finally  became  the  London  pub- 
lisher. The  work  was  well  received  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic;  it  was  trans- 
lated into  several  languages,  and  procured  for  the  author  at  once  a  world-wide 
reputation.  The  Conquest  of  Mexico  was  a  worthy  outgrowth  of  so  splendid  a 
creation  as  the  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  The  year  following  the  publication  of 
his  first  work,  and  after  having  sent  to  Spain  and  Mexico  for  materials  for 
histories  of  the  conquests  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  Mr  Presoott  learned  acciden- 
tally that  Mr  Lrving  was  engaged  on  similar  work.  He  wrote  Lndng,  acquaint- 
ing him  of  the  fact,  and  the  latter  retired  gracefully  from  the  field.  Li  1843 
the  Conquest  of  Mexico  appeared,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Harpers,  who  paid 
$7500  for  the  use  of  the  plates  and  the  right  to  publish  6000  copies.  The 
Conquest  of  Peru  was  published  in  1847;  Philip  the  Second  in  1855-8;  and 
Rohertson^s  Charles  the  Fifth  in  1856.  Mr  Prescott  died  of  apoplexy  in  the 
sixty-third  year  of  his  age. 

For  his  Conquest  of  Meonco^  besides  all  printed  material  extant,  Mr  Presoott 
drew  upon  a  large  mass  of  new  information  in  manuscript,  from  several  sources, 
notably  from  the  valuable  collection  of  Mufioz,  brought  together  for  an  in- 
tended history  of  America;  that  of  Vargas  Ponce,  obtained  chiefly  from 
Seville  archives ;  that  of  Navarrete,  president  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  History 
at  Madrid ;  and  the  archives  of  Cortes'  heirs,  all  of  which  shed  new  light  on 
almost  every  section  of  the  subject.  His  deep  research,  manifest  throughout 
in  copious  foot-notes,  is  especially  displayed  in  the  very  appropriate  introduc- 
tion on  Mexican  civilization,  which  enables  the  reader  to  gain  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  people  whose  subjugation  he  follows.  Good  judgment  is 
also  attested  in  the  disnertiitjou  on  the  moot  question  of  tho  origin  of  this 
culture,  wheroiu  be  prudently  abstains  from  cmy  decided  couclusions.  The 
fact  of  occasional  maccuracic?s  cannot  be  sevurcly  criticificd  when  wo  coDfidcr 
the  infirmity  under  which  the  author  labored*  Since  hia  time  so  great  n.  mass 
of  material  lius  been  brought  to  light  that  the  aspect  of  history  is  much 
changed.  This  new  nmtorial  cousists  partly  of  native  recorrfs,  and  it  is  due 
to  liis  unacquaintmiee  with  theeo  rucorda  thut  a  great  lock  m  iiuplii^d  in  his 
pages.  The  fact  that  Prescott  relied  too  ranch  on  Spanish  raaterml  raay  ac* 
count  for  the  marked  biiifl  in  favor  of  the  conquerors  in  many  instances  where 
strict  iJn partiality  might  be  e:q)eeted,  and  for  the  condemnatory  and  reflective 
assertions  which  at  times  appear  in  direct  contnuliction  to  previous  lines  of 
thought.  At  timi?5i,  as  if  aware  of  thi^  tcndcucy,  he  aiisumcs  a  calmness  that 
ill  iits  the  theme,  giring  it  tlie  very  bias  he  seeks  to  avoid.  Yet  with  all  this 
it  is  safd  to  say  that  few  histories  have  been  written  in  which  the  qualities  of 
philoBopher  and  artist  are  lo  happily  blended. 
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